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handle-kocks the action closed. A rotating
safety i3 located near the junction of the
bolt and bolt handle for casy and fast
thumb operation.  Fired cuses are auto-
matically extracted and cjected when the
holt is openced.

The grip and stock of the new gun are

~made with one picce of molded Du Pont

v

Zytel structural nylon in Mohawk Brown
color. You probably know that this mate-
rial is very tough and maintains its dinen-
sional stability under practically all condi-
tions. This means that it does not warp or
change shape and assures uniform metal-
to-stock bedding—an important element in
maintaining coustant point-of-bullet Impact
and unvarying accuracy. The grip has
fine checkering, and the stock is fancied
up a bit with white-diamond inlays, con-
teasting black  forecarm tip  with  white
spacer, and black trigger guard.

The XP-100 weighs 3% pounds, balances
at the point of middle-finger rest just back
of the trigeer guard, and the grip fits
cither left or right hand like a glove. For
shooters who prefer more weight towacd
the muzzle, Rve cavities are provided in-
side the forearmy, under the barrel, for
adding weights. Each cavity will bold a
38-caliber, metal-case, 130-grain  bullet,
nose down. Thus, up to just under 1%
ounces can be added to.move the point
of balance forward,

OF wtmost importance in accurate shoot-
ing is a good trigger pull. The pull on the
new gun which I have been shooting s
excellent—elean and erisp, with letoff re-

quiring a pressure of two pounds two

ounces, and with a little very soft rear-
ward movement after the break.

For my money, a scope sight is a must
for use on any of the handguns chambered
for the .221 Firc Ball and .22 Jet Reming-
ton cartridgges and the 256 Winchester
Magnum. Scopes I have used quite a hit

with such guns are the Jueger-Nickel
“Supra, with 1.5 magnification,

‘Bushicll Phantam, with 1.8 magnification,
The Brst clement most of us thi

* things being equal; it is cvident thiat - the

<wnowmor
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d _the-

of i -
a “telescope., sight is magmification... Other -

more the target is magnified, the more
accurately it will be possible to aim upon

- ft. Sa, in case you have never fired a hand-
mmn with scope sight, here is the poop.

Uunfortunately, other things are net e¢ual
First, any gain in magnification is at the
expense of illumination and extent of ficld
of view. Remember, magnification of the
target also magnifies any wohble or mave-
ment of the scope-gun unit, making it
almost impossible to successfully shoot a
handgun with high-power scope. In addi-
tion, the necessary long-eye relief (distance

. from the cye to thie scope) of a pistol
- seope, Six to twenty-one inches with the

Phantom auxl ten to Lwenty inches with the
Suprra, presents real optical problems.
The important advantage of the scope on

. o 'handgun is in the ease of sighting. With

open sights, the cye has to line up three
clements at different distances—the rear
sight, the front sight and the target. The
cye can focus only at onc distance at a
time, so, with the open sights, it rapidly
focuses from one to the other in an offort
to align them—a very difficult task for all
but very young eyes. On the other hand,
in a scope, an image of the target is
focused exactly upon the reticle {crosshair)

*and the relation of the reticle and target

remain fixed an one plane independent of
the shooter’s eye and is easy to sce. With
metallic sights, besides the focusing prab-
lem, the position of the cye is eritical, while
with the secope, it is necessary only that
the cye remain within the area of the exit
pupil. So, if the exit pupil is very small,
nathing is gained .with regard to cye posi-

tion. \Vith o large exit pupil, the position.

of the shaoter’s eye may vary considerably
without interfering with the accuracy of
aim. A Lurge exit pupil is desirable. But
it can be obtained only with low magni-
fication or a large objective lens—and the
latter is impractical on a pistol scope.
Dave Bushnell had scopc blocks ready

cwhen the first examples of the XP-100
“were available.
on the new pistol and got busy shooting,

So I mounted a Phantom

- My original intention .was to shont at a

“distance of 100 “yards, but duc to lousy
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snow canditions, I leveled at a more con.
venient sixty yards. All my target shaot
ing was done from sandbhag rest.

The first fve-shot group just abou
spoiled me. It mewsures under % of g
inch, center to-center of bullet holes far
thest apart (sce the actual size reprochu.
tion on page 113). The first three shat
printed in one hole, the fourth was a litde
high and the ffth went home into the
original hole. The fiur shots of the iroup
measure about 5/32 of in inch.. This j
good rifle accuracy! And that is just what
the XP-100 gives at reasonable ranges.

My largest five-shot group at the sixty.
yard mark measures & of an fnch—ten-shyt
aroups no doubt would run slightly larger,
I know for a fact that the others, with
lot more shooting, have done better than 1,
For instance, at the Remington gallery in
Ilion, New York, groups made at 10y
yards have measured as little as ¥-inch,
And onc chap, located in the West, hay
tightened them to as small as two inche
at 200 yards. These extremely tight group,
eannot be expected as a rule of thumb, bhut

.it is proven that they arc possible. I would

judge that my average groups, mayhe
smaller, are about what can bhe anticipated.

Being unxious to try the Firc Ball on
varmint, I began to look around. My cye
hit on a couple of crows on a patch of thin
snow, snooping around. I spotted the
black rascals from a window and sncaked
out the back way with the XP-100 in one
hand and a Fire Ball cartridge in the
other, Shiclded by some cvergreen trecs,
I finnlly found a rest on one of the limbs,
put the crosshair on the black spot and
squeczed the trigger. The hit was almost

"dead center and feathers Hew. Results in-
dicated good bullet expansion. The dis-

tance was at least cighty yards.

In appearance, the Fire Ball is a short-
ened 222 Remington  cartridge and its
exterior  hallistic  figures are  impressive,

Muzzle wvelocity” of the fifty-gruin  soft-

point hullet is 2,650 feet per second in the
104-inch barrel of the XP-100 pistol, with
muzzle encrgy at 780 foot pounds. Vlo-
city at 150 yards is 1,900 feet per second,
and away out at 300 yards, the velocity
still is about the same as thut of the hottest
.22 Long Rifle bullet at the muzle of a
rifle barrel. Mid-range trajectory for 1350

“yards is under two inches—so, with the

sights” adjusted to plice the bullet on the

| .- point of aim at 150 yurds, it will strike

only 1.9 inches high at seventy-five yards.

" For-the - hunter who fgures that most of

his shots awill be .token at 100 yards or
under, the gun may be sighted to hit the
paint of aim’ at fifty yarcds.  This will put
the bullet only about a half-inch low
(06 inch) at 100 yards. This means
point-blank shooting up to slightly over
100 yards, and a matter of sighting three
inches high on the target at 150 yards,
cight inches higgh at 200 yards and sixteen
inches high at 250 yards.

Mid-range trajectory figures in inches

“for the .231 Fire. Ball are: 50 yurds—0.2:

100 yards—0.8; 130-yards—1.9; 200 yards
—3.9; 250 yards—6.9; 300 yards—11.3.

es. are almost cidentical to
those of the .22 lornct cartridge when
fired from a twenty-folr inch rifle barrel.

The Hat trajectory curve of the ballet i

flieht, plus the superb accuracy given by

_‘the XP-100 pistol, furnishes a Fascinating
" challenge for any shooter. e @ o
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