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The designers propose to ¢onsider two modifications to the latest
XS-3 model. The economics of a powdared metal magazine cap will
be evaluated and an operating handle of a nylon material will be
tested, The latter has two purposes - one to reduce the trouble
with handles popping out, and the other to alleviate recelver
eracking. The designers indicate that a steel operating handle
contributes to Or aggravates receiver cracking. If test results
are promising, the nylon operating handle will be used in the
first one hundred guns,

Also on the sublect of receiver cracking, the Plant has suggested
a change in process involving the use of an end mill cutter to
introduce & radius gt a point of stress in the interceptor latch
clearance slet in the front of the receiver. This looks promis-
ing. The X8-3 (Model B78) is proposed only as a field grade:
and the incidence cf cracking 1s expected to be leas than ind
Sportsman-58 Skeet and Trap guns.
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It has been recommended by the Sales Department”that ¢hé&:XS
(Model 878) be produced without a receiver decorati AL
camouflage hairline cracks, This is in keeping with pastipoZdcy
of plain receivers on field grade gungj:: The': ommiﬁ@ee coricurred

with the Sales Department's regdmmendatids

The Sales Department has:proposed.the name "Atufomaster” and 1
"Model 878" for the. AB<3.": R8s not “ds yst been approved,
The model number: "878" depapts®from standard numbering system
but 1t is thought: ady¥isable ;o Tinkithe new gun to the Model B70
. rather thaitthe Sfortgman guss. “ifhe Committee concurred in this

depagﬁurg
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f-es@ﬁépartme £ 18 working on art work for the receiver roll

riking, ‘The Plant'cautioned that it will require eight weeks
Lrom:approval of art to mark the first receiver. This could be
4;delafihg ractor.

E§ Tﬁ§ Committee raviewed the XS-3 (Model 878) econcmics dated
' SePtember 25, 1958, copy ©of which is attached to these Minutes.
All copiex of theme economics are numbered and must bes raturned

to the Secretary after review.

The Committee, after consideration of the above recorded informa-
tion and economlcs, pade the following recommendation - .

Decision

The Operaticns Committee (Arms Division) recommends

_ the addition to the line of the XS5-3 (Model 878)
Autcloading shotgun based on the economics dated
September 25, 1958, on the performance of the gun
to date and contingent on future testing.
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