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Ilion Minute No. 3, 1959 

Research & Development and the Plant state that continu1ng 
experience with the Model 878 in 12 gauge will result 1n 
better 16 and 20 gauge guns 1r 1t 11 later d~Q1ded to add 
these in 1961. 

The Committee agreed that no turther work be undertaken 
on 16 and 20 gauge guna until there ia a decision that 
auch gauges ahould be added. 

3 11 Magnu111 

Pursuant to a Sales Department requeat made during develop-
ment or the Model 878, the Research & Development Department ' 
haa investigated the teaa1bility at modifying the Model 8'4,8 1~t 
to handle the 311 Magnum 12 gauge in addition to all 2-3/4<·~~;,, . 'c'~, 
ti•ld loads. Development work and tea ting ot this <;;~ncepff;: · '·::.~., ·'.~~ a:I> ... 
haa been accomplUhed. . .,"/i:'~\ \~~) ;~: .~.}!~lb ·,~~~;;J:~i/>' 

~~~1:~0o~0~~;~c~~ ~~1~~ :~~!~~~\l~·!~'~,~!m'~~~: .·'~t:~ , .... 
indicate that a 3" Magnum version ~.~ rel~~l)ly ·~le ;il;LJ;,· 
2-3/4" tield loada aa well as ~t:1• ii~;~~~ ~snum ~ds wl!th 
two 1n the magazine and one ~:-the ~~v.0 •:0 ,,;,, 

-~~:-·;·=·· '::~- "'·~?:L~j~t.. ,ji.-

No ~asic design C~'.'l-:;~re'·:;;pecni&ri~;;;o co~rt the 
Model 878 tor 311 ~Ul:n)'Y~ow~'r•:fi, the ··t·?llowing modH'1ca-
t1ons are ~e.>u; ~~\ 'f;; '.;'f:;.. .. ,,,,i;.<:'~~ 

l.,,.,~~Ham~r 3or bar~l .r~··3n Magnwa shell. 
.. . ~ ·~' • -.J., . ·.'.•· ,~!~;< 

''.;g. -rn~~Y~~~e je~t_or~~~'~_,~~; cut • 230 11 rearwardly to 
1~~~-> . 'i'.1; \~f0v1de e~ct1on clea.rance for 3" shell. 

-h~;:~;;~~~i\,,,. ·:;i1'~'.:t;;;.~:<3~~;, ~lace current round wire magazine epring 
~~(- ''·~~~ ~iL ··~1~,~:~ w1'th one or the tlat wire type. 
i[r ~r,~ , (_~: "<'~:~~ ~ 
~~' .~~~ <;'.,:.. 4. Add recoil pad on stock (this ia a non-
,~k 0 fr 1'unct1cnal change). 

~~~.;~::~ · .. ;~:)~~~~· 
Research & I>evtlcpment points out that mod1t1eat1ons (2) 
and (3) above could be incorporated 1n production or all 
Model 878 shotguns, apparently Without detrimental effecte 
to the atandard 12 gauge gun. Ir thia were done, the only 
change necessary to convert the at&ndard 12 gauge gun to 
a 311 Magnum would be replacement of the standard 'barrel 
with one chambered tor the 3" ahell. 

It was po1nted out that there is currentl7 no authorization 
tor the Model 878 in 12 gauge 3 11 MagnWD. The Sales Department 
defined the neceaeity or ma1nta1n1ns a dollar-spread between 
the Model 878 price and the Sportaman-58 price, and questioned 
whether 1t would be advisable to bring out a Magnum veraion 
or the Model 878 that was more versatile than the comparable 
model of the Sportsman-SS • 
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