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HISTORICAL SKETCH 

In the years prior to the Great Rebellion •The War neparbnent 
mainly relied, for its r.ifles, on the Government arsenals at 
Spring-field-;· Massachusetts. and Harpers Fer.ry, Virginia. 
Springfield could turn out only a few thousand rifles a yearMl 
and Harpers Ferry was destroyed in 1661. 

Prior to the war, Remington engaged in the manufacture of 
some Harpers Ferry rifle conversions. These arms were, 
however, the design innovation of the u. S. arsenals at 
Harpers Ferry and Springfield, and they are listed as follows: 
{l) u. s. Hodel 1642, 69 caliber, with seven grooves, (2) 
U. s. Model 1857, 69 caliber, 3 groove Remington con.version, ;\~~ .. 
(3) U. S. Model 1855, 58 caliber, 3 qroove Barpers Ferry .,.. ~~1 
~!;~:;f::~d c:~fl~d ~~s~~~~l 1855, sa caliber, ~ qro~.:~"i:':\ ,,~;~, ~;::v::j:l~1h~!~~=1~i)~r~· 
A key to these Harpers Ferry, Springfiled1 and Rem.h1~on fi~a~; 'f::- · <~?.~ ,,., · 
was the innova~ion of t~e cylind70-conical .Min~ 'typ~~~ro- ·:1~;. S\ . ' 
j ectile.. America experimented with Cap"t;.~n Hii'al!'' s conical ·,:!~ $}· 
type projectile and in circa 1850 s~~~le~~~9,J;"_ a''~inii!' 'f.EJe. ·;~,, . 

( 
The American Mini'!!' type was e SS.,,;-it~ .. iber ·:atiniqi',l''- roject;:Ue, 
weig'hinq five hundred grains: t~;{s proy~d ·-~~cc'il' l enough 
to become the standard .~,~;~~poj~~r~·:·" '.!'~, c~v war was 
fought almost entirelY:~·~ith t~ MP.'liv typ~ p_roJectile, as the 
rifle was adopte.P. *~ t~ sole ·~)rm '.:p.; ~~~'!ii.merican troops. 

• 
'rhe Harpers f.~l!l! M9~eI·'::Asss a~a R~li!i,:j\§'tcn Model 1863 {Zouave) 
both em:irl~~ct· th~s ~~i"tt;::cype ,:*~ojectile. · 

~f:~~· .. i~f ~~~~:i~~ -~(~: ~~LM;i,'.f~' . 

-.i~;:~;:~'.~~'\;:,,,Tl'i~ .. ~~~~~ori~:~odel 1863 (Zouave) rifle "1as a complete new 
~~(- ',~~r~~?ct''~g 'i!iroduced with the Remington innovation. of the 

J. • d ~~·ir~ft c:ast''steel barrel. This newly developed barrel was 
.:~A''S·.~o~~· -~~~ jl~e p;-oduct of advanced manufacturing. 1'he total rifle was 
r 1 ~~~. . .. Attanufac:tured at the Ilion plant, whereas the u. s. Models 

]"i~ "'0.;'.~~·,.,Y/iass Harpers Ferry and Remington conversion of the u. s. 
·~~~\ ~·~~f MoQ.el l942 \olere mere Remington conversions in ignition systerns 

q~~mg;01' and. barrel grooving of otherwise non-Remington tnanufactured 
firearms. 
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