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INVESTIGATION OF MODEL 708 RIFLE 

A discussion vas held of' the circumstances and implications 
ot a recent accident that occurred at Ilion vhile a Model 788 
rifle was being tested. The folloving points vere stated. 

1. On February 16, 1971, during the proof and test firing 
of a caliber 6mm Remington Model 788 ritle, an Ilion employee 
suffered an injury to his left hand vhen the rifle fired as he 
closed the bolt. Investigation indicated that the cocking-piece 
head had broken at the point vhere the cylindrical pin passes • 
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to 1'1re a second service round vhen the acc,i~e.,~-~~:;occur·~~d, 'J;y~>- ~,~~~ ,-\.·· 
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2. Several tests vere conducted_,con r~~oml:f!.t~elec~fld ~iring 
pin assemblies from available prody.ct'~!ij:;?, an&:~:.vare?i~~se s'1;j9d'ft. 
This incl.uded dry-cycle firing .s.~:~·--as1f~,bo~f,E!s:~~o a ~i;txi:zaun o'f' . 
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10,000 cycles per assembly •. ;-~·----tvo in!its:n-i;i involiving a!l!lemblies 
produced e.fter September __ l, 1.970, ."tni,eak11;ge o . , .. rred to the cocking
pi ec e head. No 'break,~·e:·~~a-i:lt!:uti,,~';!1t1 th aJry-cyc ie test!! or as sem-
bl ies produced Pl:')..of:'.;;:to Se:P'!:\l~m~:i!r l.979 .• ',,·'-In comparing the hea.ds 
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produced pri~;_:,~ltO(J~Se,~,,ember ;;~. -~!?T.9~~-<!With those produced after that 
date, it W:~~'t;ifbtecli'~th~j the ~at-e;:ji'·•'cxhibited more variable physical 
propert

1
r ~-~-aracterii:~ti;:.,~. ,'.-gtiese di:fferences vere attributed to the 

fact t~t -~~~,·~~vde~, r~,,_,~H~ povder metal heads used in the produc-
1<4-on a.f":tf,er'\~'fStembe>;c;.l ,'.''1970, ve.s obta.ined f'rom a. diff'erent source. 
~~iJ~i~~? •:. -~J~.. ~~~~-- :~:: 

.f1.~;:~~~~:~:,,,,, ·1~Ci~~::.·;~~i6~f. experience on broken firing pins on the Model 788 
~~(- ''~~~e.~j,'bee~,~ntmal, an~ there has been no field report on this model 

.:~~;'-'~~:;~,~~· ;~~' ~~it~;:.4 ~if'-±\'ig on closing in an unlocked condition, 

,,; ·~h~ .At It is highly unlikely that there vill be a reoceurrence 
,~, "~~-~-,.- ,~•tof' this 111odel rifle firing on closing, as the ~ocking piece vould 
~~~- j~~ ·.· .. ,::•,;:;,/··have to break vhile the a.ct ion is being closed. Even if this vere 
. ·~~-~- , ~~~:' to happen, it is expected that there vould be sufficient en ge.gemen t 

·~~\~~-~-~?.-'' of the locking lugs to prevent rearward movement of the bolt on 
firing. Only if the cocking piece breaks as the bolt is brought 
forva.rd and before the lockin~ lur,s are engaged is there danger of 
a reoccurrence o:f the Ilion employee's accident. The chance of 
this happening is exceedingly small, as little shock is transmitted 
to the cockins piece on closing until the bolt is cammed a.nd the 
locking lugs are engaged. Furthermore, the degree of force vith 
vhich the bolt vould have to be brought forve.rd vould be very dif
ficult to produce with the rifle at the shooter's shoulder in the 
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