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SECTIO~ !I 

RIFLF.S 

WllAT T1:EY TOI .. D OS ABOUT THEIR CPI!J!CNS 
Ji.NI:' PR'E:FEFi::~C'ES !~! PCSI' VU•.R RIFLES 

1. :Rc~erding t:\.roes cf .acticns 

- that bolt action and autol~aders are in greatest , 
favor, and lever in least. 

In cemte~ fire ri~l.es, 'bc•lt action Br"'"....S are the oi:t
standing choioe of the 11 gun nuts", '!:>ut be'c~ome prcgressi vely less 
popular as grc1Jp·s of spcrtsr.ien whC' have progreasi vel.y less in-
t ere st ill shooting (and lc.1c-wledge cf gtmS) are enc,..uIIt cred. Auto
loaders, pum~s, and lever action rirles inqrea2e in popularity. 

In rim :":'ire rifles, the autcloader almost dominates 
the ngun nut" cl.e.sc, and falls s.way in· pcpularitlr as progressive
ly less interested groups are considered. In cc:-ntrast, pwi::::i 
acticn r~ f"ire rifles increase in popularit;7, while holt acti.o.n 
rifles enjcy- a fairly CC·llSte.nt degree of ccn~wner acceptance. . . 

~rpes of Acticns - Bv ShcC'ters' Ratincs 

Cent 9!" F:i.re: 

Regular Occasional "Seldom" 
Action "Gun Nuts" Shc("ltC!rs Shooters Shc-cters 

Belt 48.04% 30.2:;~ 26. 31% 2?..80% 
J...utc lS.86 24.20 26. 20 29·.s1 
Pumn 16.75 24.59 26 .08 23. 70 
Lever 16 • .35 20.98 21. 41. 23.69 

Fim Fire: 

Auto t..8.JO% J.L. L.")% 37 .13% JJ. 33% 
Belt 22.77 21.2e 21.43 21.68 
Pump 22.73• 27.95 Jfi..29 ;5.32 
Lever 6.20 6.34 7.15 9.67 

Pcpularity Clf types or actiC'ns ~1aries by secti C"llS C'f the ccunt r:y: 

Secticn Most Pre.fe!'r~d Action 

1. Me., N.H .. , Ver. Le'7er 33. 3% of total 

2. Mess., R.I., Conn. ~ 37. 7fc cf total 

NewYcrk City, Philadelphia, Pitts-
burgh, V!<::.sM ngtcn e.nc", surrcunaing 
areas ~ 41. 9'/o cf t c:>t al 
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