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SUB.i"ZCT s STOCK DD.'.E!lSIOl~ ON :t40Din.s 721, 722, 742 and 76Z RI~ 

Recently there h:l.s been some difference 0£ op:.nion with rcspoct to tho 
Stock di::leusions of the subject rifles for use with open 11 ights and, theNfcl."e, 
it seem advisable to review the steps tba.t wore ta!:en to· ensure ths.t tt:& t'unction
ing, a.ppeara.nce and other charo.otoristics of these '!law arms ";V&re satisfactory before 
introducing them to the trade. 

In the wta.noe of the Model 721, a qua.ntity ot rifles was sent to variou 
Sport3 m'itars throughout the country about Je.nuo.ry l946, or two ;re~rs boi'cro 
announcement, for their exe.mim.tion a.nd criticism. with respect to over.ill perform
ance, a.ppoaranoo ::lnd general accept::ibility. Similarly three rifles were sent to 
ea.ch of eleven Fi~ld Repreaonta.tives for test. coJ1111Bnts and raco~ncia.tions in 
accor~nce with G. E. Pinckney•s letter d3.ted October 31. l947. Abstrects from ttie 
reports on these thirty-three rifles wore consolicla.tod in ;;.. r.iemora.nJ.wn by th? under
signed d&ted Oooember 23, 1947. Goneral comments · . .,ero most favortLble a.nci no dofinite 
recommond:l.t io?lS were submitted by these groups for oha.ng;ca in Stock dimen.siocs • 

Since tho introduction of the ~odola 721 and 722, mi.ny f3.vorablo roports 
have been received with rcs~ct to the suita.bility or the Stocks ?lrticulArly for 
uao with open sights and a.a evidenced by sales volwne these rifles ha.vo bLl.d a. 
wonderf'ul reception.. However, to obtain a. current opinion on Stook di::lensions. 
G. E. Pi:ickncy sent a telagram on July 13, 1949 to ca.oh Fiel\i Representative listed 
below. Tho telogr:im read u tollowss-

"Do ycu oollllidor the heel and oo::cb drop of sto.nda.rd stock on Model 721 
so.tist'D.ctory for opeD aights? It not, what changes would. you rGco!lll1end7 
Ploa.ae wire cui.swe~.w 

Roplioa a.re listed horowiths 

c. V. Bra.chars "Ratel Hoda! 721 standard stock for open sights 
OX e.t comb WQuld like to seo less drop at heel 
by ua ~ longer butt platen 

rr. D. ~risona "BAve had DO complr:dnta on stock dimensiona for 
iron sights but 110::11!1 think butt stock too skimpy 
Another ftrW ounces h$re would not hurt:" 

L. W. Johnson, ·"I conside1" stock dimcnsiona an tho ?.rod 721 most 
satisfactory tor iron sights Tal.killg with. sevo?'tll 
hu:idrcd users of tho pn. hore in the Horth iiest 
further substantis.tea my opinion" 
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R. H. B:uhlmzu "Retel Consider present stock ideal for open sights 
· Stop :aave received nwnercius complilllflnta 110t a single 

oritioi:im Strongl)' urge no cha.Dge in this excollcct 
stock" 

R· c. U11lors "Present stook dimons ions on 721 seel:4 to bo sa.tis
taotory to oonawners a.nd dealers in this soction 
No ocmplaints received trom. Wiers or pros:;iectivo buyers" 

c. c. Uitchells "Bi ooni> on Model 721 would be more a.coepto.ble a.s 
standard fo't' open peep o'l' toloscopo iii oOJ:Jb ca.n be 
reciuoeci by shooter who desires excess ivo W-op in stock 
with loss expense tbl:ul. 'buildillg up presont stock" 

G\ls Peret, "Rotel }:ly cipinion standard drop kodel 721 with. iron 
sights Okeh. Will fit 95 peroe?It of the shooters" 

c. Rich:Lrds "Retol Present Model 721 sta.ndard stool: peri'ect 
with oi>ou s ighta" 

K. o. Scribner: "Stoot on 721 OK tor iron sights" 

F. E. Morga.ns "Rehl Porsone.l opinion :4odd 721 atandc.ri stock 
satisf'nctory. Checked .t"Urthor with two competent 
big boro ts.rgot ahootors. Roooivo·:! same expression. 
No cluu:igu rooom:nended at present" 

R. L. LP.hoys "3eliltve present dimensions on Stllnda.rd 72l s11.tis
:f'ti.ctory for a.varage shooter WI~ open sights'' 

c. G. Ba.l'1win1 "I ha.ve recei-nd :fCIW' telagram. as.king for 'ff"/ opinion 
on the comb a: iirop ot' our present ?llodel 72lA St:indard 
Grado ri.tle • 

"It ia m;y belie.r that presont stock climensior:i.s a.re 
perfect £or open aights o.nd would suggost tJut co oha.nge 
be mde. rhe .rit'le o.s 1s • is a tc.st :mtural pointer 
thll.t .t'ita the najority of the shooters who have a. corml 
builcl• o.zicl ~fter all it ia thlil .mj ority that we r.ust 
pleaH. True there :aay be a fn technical rii'le man 
tbAt denand stra.ight stocks, but they aro in the · 
minwity. howeTer. we are now in a. position tC> supply 
"High COJDb Stooks" for those th&t plan to tit rooeiver 
or teleaoope sights on ~hoso ri£les. 

"'l'he rifle as is i1vaa very little recoil with mximum 
loads suoh a.a 00/06-220 gr. l.:£1,ny shciotors oonsic:ler this 
duo to the present drop. It 1' light a.nd oa.sy to carry. 
Also menticin the f'aot ths.t field shooters demnd a gun 
with mdium amount of drop~ Shotgun shooters a.re 
pleased with new model 11-48 o.12toloader tor the fnct that 
it has 2-1/2" drop at hool. turther, I would liko to 
suggost that plenty ot drop be built into oµr proposed 
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now conter fiJ'e rifles thD.t we pltm to ar:mounce in 
the near .tuture. 

tty'oa. George. give •em plenty ot drop. allot rem 
wnnt it with the exception of tnpahooter.s." 

it waa reoognbed from the begimli:lg tha.t, aa in the cc.se ot tho old 
!.todel 30, a high comb stock should be furnished on speci.c.l order f()r the ikociels 
721-722 tor use with teleaoopio or reoeiwr sil;hts. The high comb stock WG.S 

amio1U1ced in JD.IJU.ary, 1949. 

Att:er o. c:i.re1'1l review of e.ll tho c011111onts-, reports and criticisms. to 
date, it is the ooncensua ot opinion ot Products Committee lllelli>ers that no ciul.nge 
shoul:l be md.e in the Standard Stock dimensions of the Models 721-722, or the 
contemplated dimensions for the Models 742-762 rifles and the ~odol 870 shotgun. 

i!1 &-~ 
'ir. Le Cl~y · 
SecrettU""J 
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