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.. ::. .. · ....... 1 :MINUTES OF MEETING 
SUBSTITUTE CALIBER FOR ~'UNCE!:STER .270 

At the meeting o~ the Operations Committee (Arms Division) held at the 
Ilion Plant on Kay 11. 1950. G. E. Pinckney suggested that recommendations be made 
to Management for the elimination or the .270 7jinchester caliber for the Models 
742-762 on account of the imperfections of that particular cartridge and to· avoid 
further delay in development of these rifles. Furthermore, that wo develop a new 
cartridge or Remington design ballistically superior to the .270 "?linohester for 
adaptation to these particular models. It was also suggested that we must keep in 
mind that the particular cartrid&e devoloped to replace the .2?0 ]i'inchester lmlY 
afterwards be adapted to the Uodel 721, J~ll of' the a.i'orosaid di:lcussion pertained 
to the Arms Development Schedule dated April 18, 1950 which had been presented for 
approval. 

As a result of this discussion, a rneeti;ig was held at 2,~o P.M. in the 
office of G. E. Pinckney on ~ay 23, 1950 for a determination of Sales opinion on 
the particular type of cartrid~e desired. Those present wares 
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G. E • .Pinckney conducted the meeting and pointed out that as a general proposition 
it is desirable to make a new rifle for an existing cartridge that is already 
popular and widely accepted by tho shooting public. However, in this instaDce. 
while the .270 ':Yinchester cartridges of Remington make are perfectly satisfactory, 
yot those of 1cstorn-7finchestcr make are very ununiform, particularly with respect 
to pressures, and will not operate dependably in tho Model 742 Autoloading Rifle 
and quite likely will give trouble in the :Model 762. Therefore, it becomes necessary 
to eliminate consideration of tho .270 ;jinchester caliber in the Models ?~2-762 and 
to develop a more dependable Remington cartridge equal or superior to the .270 
for these new models. Naturally, wo cannot bring out new rifles that will not handlo 
all makes or cartrid~es in any spocifiod caliber. 

G. E. Pinclc:ioy also pointed out tha importance of' gettine; tho nevr type of 
cartrid&c at the earliest practical dato as he stated that thcro had already been 
a delay of' about four months in the dovolopment of tho Models 742-762 due to im
perfections of tho Winchester .270. lio rovicwod tho complaints against this cart
ridge due to tho fact that the '.'l'inchostor drawings of tho chamber submitted to SAAhll 
did not correspond to tho actual ~uns mado and, thorofore, the ammunition furnished 
by Yiinchoster gave high pressures not only in thoir own rifles but ~n thoso pro
duced by others. He stated that ·_i7inchost~r had cons idore.ble trouble with their o-m 
line in this caliber and field reports have indicated tho.t many of their cartridges 
have had to bo r"4rurnod duo to hi{;h pressures a.nd complaints of' oustot1Crs. On tho 
other hand our own cartridge of tho .270 Winchester typo has boon satisfactory in 
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our own rif'les and in thcso properly chambered by oompotitors. Apparently iJinchost13r 
launch13d this oartridgo not only to exploit their own name but also to compete with 
tlw 30-06 which shootors wero able to obtain at roduced prices through tho Director 
of Civilian Marksmanship. He felt, thoroforo, that Remington should now oxploit 
its ovm cartridge tor tho110 now modola provided wo can davelop ono which 1.s equal 
or better in characteristics to tho .270 Winohostor and which can be &old on a com
petitive basis with rospC3ct to price. Ho mentioned the groat success in launching 
tho .222 cartridbe for the Model 722 and felt that Remington could likewise popular
i%a a now cartridge to compoto vi.th tho .270 1Tinchostcr, Re felt that tho adv~r
tising of the rifle would help greatly in tho introduction of the new cartridge and 
that we would get all of tho ammunition business perto.ining to tho new models i'or a 
considerable period of time and may adversely affect sales of the '!linchester .270 
caliber rifles. 

After giving a summary of considerations of other calibers, suoh as the 
.276, .280, and .284, with 7 m/m types of bullets, G. E. Pinckney requested the 
viewpoints of others presents 

R. c. s-,7AN stated emphatically that he had boon c.g;ainst the introduction of new 
arms of Remfu&ton dosign in competitors' typos of ammunition. Ho revfowed the past 
considerations of the .280 and statod at the time of those experiments that it had 
not been adopted previously because it did not show markGd superiority ovor the .270 
Winchester and in somo respects was inferior. Ho fcltJ however, that a cartridge 
luboled with a Rainington xis.mo should be dovolopod for use in tho Mod.els 742-762 in 
lieu of tho •270 i1inchestor typo. He indicate~ that we should have a Bronzo point 
and a pointed Soft Point Coro Lokt bullet in the calibor selected, At this point 
G. E• Pinckney stated tha.t we probably should not go above .280 caliber as, f'or 
oxamplo, the sales of: tho ,300 W.gnwn caliber rifles aro comparatively small and 
furthermore we need a now cartridge to oompotc Tlith the .270 Winchcstor at tho sa.mo 
price. rn addition, calibers larger than i~BO cannot bo usod as tho receiver is not 
sufficiently largo to accommodate a cartridbo of: suoh length, 

J, D. MITCHELL indicated he was strongly in fa.vor of a new Remington cartridg,o 
to replace the .270 71inchestar for those new models of rifles provided thera vre.s no 
danger of interchangoabilitywith tho .270 ~inchostor typo. G. M· calhoun indicated 
tha.t the design of cartridge case -.vould bo such as to olimioato B.IJ.Y s1:1ch danger. 

G. EVANS opened his discussion by setting forth a few questionss-

1. Tiho.t assurance had we that :;inchestor or Sestorn would mako the 
now cartridge a~y bettor than thoy do tho prosont .270 11inchastor7 

2. ']iill the .280 or approxiIJate calibor be adaptable to difforent 
bullet weights to the samo extent as the .270 now availa.blo in 
tho ':'iinchostor type? 

3. :=iill tho .280 bC3 sai'er s inco it is a. larger caliber and will it 
present tha sa.mo difficulties that now prevail in tho .270 
Winohostor type? 

4. Are there any other calibars moro adaptable; for example. if wo 
aro going to uso lighter weight bullets thon shouldntt wo take 
a good look at lower calibers? 
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G. M. CALHOUN indicated that S..A.A.M .. I. spocit'ica.tions for tho new· oartridgo 
would eiiliifua.to the troubles now encountered with tho .270 Uinchostor in &Zlswor to 
G • Evans 1 question #1 and ii' a.dhorod to liko any other cartridge, would no-t give 
trcublo 1 

With rospect to the adaptability of difforcnt bullet weights, G. y. Calhoun 
stated that it dopondod upon which way we wantCld to go. If vro wanted to go toward 
hi~hor bullet woights, thon there vas a possibility of oncountoring high.Dr pressures~ 
However, since it vins the conconsus of opinion that the bullet weights should bo 
pr3ferably 130 and 150 gm.ins with possibly 110 or 100 grain bullets for varmintor 
shooting, there should be no pressure difficulties. G. M. calhoun also added that ~ 
.280 or approximate caliber would give greater latitudo for dovolopmcnt and that he 
felt such. a type of CQrtridgo could be produc~d within a reasonable ti.ms not only to 
moot tho favorable charaotoristics of tho .270 :'finchoster but also to bo competitive 
in prioo. 

G. c. LAMBERT cxprossod himself' in fo:vor of tho .280 but folt that it should 
develop a highor volocity thlln tho .270 "!7illohostor and havo bettor oha.raotoristics 
to add prestige to tho Remington and Pateirs lines. 

C. rr. RONEY was in agreement that a now oartridgc approxiimting • 280 :should be 
dovoloped to oqual or oxcocd the perfo~noo of tho .270 and soll at a compotitive 
price bas is. 

D, GODFREY thought that lower calibors - .257 or .276 - with 120 to 140 grain 
bullets in tho .267 and 130 to 150 brain bullots in tho .276 might bo given con-
s idoration. Howovor, ho folt that a cartridge approximating the .290 would be 
satisfactory and was willing to go along with that suggestion. 

R. c. S"1AN added to his relll!lrks by stating that ho did not agreei with l!r. 
Godfrey's Sl.lg€Gstions for going below .270 caliber and ho felt that we should havo 
a nGw oc.rtridgo approximating 7 m/in which -we might oall the Remington .275. 
G. E, :Pinckney agreed fully with this suggostion. 

H. A. BR(lf/N pointed out tho study that he had made somo years ago wherein ho 
emphasized to Mi-nagemont the largo nu.'llbor of cartridgos in th~ catalogue which wore 
labeled under Ill!.mos of competitors. no folt that carc!Ul consideration should bo 
given to tho fact tha.t new cartridges will add to the nw:ibor now produced and also 
jncreo.sc tho itoms in the gun lino, Ho agrood, howcvCJr, that it waa dc::;irablc to 
initiate exploratory experimental work to find a satisfactory substitute for tho 
• .270 rather than continue with efforts to adapt tho Models 742-762 to tho presont 
.210. 

Attor a i'ull discuss ion of tho various considerations involved in tho 
dovolopment and launching of a new cartridge, it wns finally agreed among the Salos 
group as follows :-

l. All V10ro in accord that tho .270 \'liDchestcr caliber should bo given no 
further consideration for tho Modols 742-762, 

2, All agreed that the Technical Department should strive to produce a now 
cartridge at tho earliest pra.cticablo date strictly oompotitiva with the .270 
Winchostor for prico and performnnco oharactcriatics, 
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3. That pcrformanc::i sh<iuld preferably bo bettor than tho .270 '!7inchestar o.nd 
should involvo oqual or better muzzle and sustainod velocities, accuraoy, i'Unotion
ing and safer proasuros. .Pressures protoro.bly should not Gxoeod 50,000 p.s.i. 
Tho cartridge should bo of a rir.il.ess typo and bullet woights should bo 100 to 110 
grains !'or v:irmintor shooting and a 130 e;rain Bronze Point iind a 150 grain Pointed 
Soft Point Cor~ Lokt. 

At the conclusion of tho meeting it was pointod out that ~anagoment 
recently approved a chango in the model numbers of the 742 and 762 to ra~d 740 and 
700. This chani:;o will ba announced in an Operations Committee Informative BUlletin 
as soon ~s an offioio.l transmittal of tho Managomont St~ff Mcotins decision is 
rccoived by the Secretary of the Operations Cornmittco. 

7TLC tVPD 
5/24/50 
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