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Addenda:

CHECKING
£

DEALER
SANMIPLE

Having completed the test report printed
here on the Remington Model 700 in 350
Remington Magnum, I got a chance to
see an early 1969 Model 700 asdelivered
to dealers. I examined this rifle as care-
Sfully as I did the editorial sample fur-
nished, since this straight-out-of-the-box
nfle was what the gun buyer—and Gun-
Sacts reader—uwould get from his dealer.

Speaking frankly, we were led down
the gurden path a bit, as the English say.
There was nothing spectacular about the
Model 700 this dealer had. Quite the
contrary: It had a loi to unrecommend.

“This was a particularly hard-hitting
demonstration that editorial samples are
Just thal, and ewaluating thgn for gen-
eral workmanship has little value for the
reader. It is nice to know that the factory
has good workmen on hand for special
projects, and that the factory thinks
highly enough of gun wrilers to want to
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fault. but certainly is not acceptable.

give them first-class guns to play with,
but it would be cven nicer to know that
the guns satd writers evaluated were truly
representative of what the public gets.

® Not only was the finish marred around
the swivel studs, but the wood fibers
were crushed and broken.

® The checkering was passable, but not
carefully in place.

® Tke swivel studs were out of line.

® The combination of misplaced checker-
ing and out-of-line studs was particularly
undesirable.

® The stock finish was uncvenly applied,
and so thin in some places that what
rubbing-out had been applied cut through

in two places,

® The finish showed muck shrinkage, so
any serious rubbing would have cut through
anyway.

Botit sleeve was dinged on this fresh sample taken from dealer stock. This is not a major

® There was much orange peel, and litile
effort spent rubbing it out.
© There was a check in the right hand
side of the stock an inch or so up from
the buttplate. It had gotien a litlle filler
and a pass or two with the finish, but
that’s all. What looked like a crack was
quile apparcnt.
0 The stock finish had many rpples init.
® The metalwork was about as good as
the editorial sample, except that the front
ramp was poorly finished, so much sothat
white metal could be seen from across the
room, and lhe blued bolt sleeve had a
gouge in ft, with no effort even to touch
it up with cold blue made.

Of course, this 1ifle could be refinished
{o match the cditorial sample, and likely
emough it will shoot as well, although
such a great differcnce in woodwork might
make one suspicious abont other differ-
ences. Stell, I am disappointed.
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Flaws visible here include skimped finish and vnrubbed orange
peel, neither of which makes sense in new rifle.

Running in swivel studs on dealer-destined rifle was quite casually
handled. Wood fibers are crushed.
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