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HEKO FOR RECORD 
2& June 1993 

Subject: Adoption of USMC M48 Rifle ... ·:;. 
; 

Today I receivtd a call from a fl'itnd and colleague who 
participated in, the tuts hading to adop:tion of the K49 sniper 
rHle. Ht was ablt ~to .. supply tht following dttails. 
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The t 1' la 1 s. w • ,., conducted in 19 6 4, by Har in e Corps 
personntl at Qu'11."ritico, a H arine bast in Vir-ginh.. An urgent 

·- requirement txishd for a sniper rifle superior to those then 
available to Marines deployed in Southtast Ash, and Uu 
Commandant USMC ordtred a •crashn eHort to find a suitabl11 
rifle within 12& days. Invitations were issued to all 
manuhcturel's capable of producing poh ntially . suitable rifles, 
Remington, Winches t e I' and one at h 11 r man u fact u rt r sub mitt e d 
samples for ev&luation. The Remington Hodel 7&1 and the 
Winchester Kodtl 7& rifhs wel't considtl'td potentially 
sui1ablt. 

Tht rifles were tested intensively by Karine Corps 
personnel, and certain changes were recommtnded. The changes 
recommendtd ofor th• Remington Model 7tt riflt were (11 to 
increase th• m.igazine cap.icity fl'om four to five rounds. <2> to 
provide a clip slot for mort convenient rtloading from 
five-round clips, and C3> to furnish rifles with non-reflective 
finishes on wood and metal parts instead of the glossy finishes 
supplied on non-military arms. The recommended cha.nges for 
military use wtrt made by Renington, .ind th11 Hodel 799 so 
modified was found most suitable for th• intended purpose. Upon 
adoption .is .in official wtapon, it was dtsign.ited the ·H4t. 
Karine gunsmiths at Qu.intico furth1r modified th• l'ifles . to 
allow mounting t1lescopic sigh·ts approxim.itely S/8 inch hrth!I' 
forw.ird th.in th• non-milihry l'ifles allow, for more convenient 
use in the pront position. None of tht modifications requested, 
or 111ade1 wu rtlattd to tht safety of using the rifle, 

.· · .. ··. 
. The initial order was for 7H M41 l'ifles, 

·reportedly used with txcellent success. The M48 
stand.ird arm of the Marlnt Corps, afte~ nearly 
satisfactory use. 

and these were 
rtmlins today a 
twenty yeus of 
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My frt.nd h cul'rently & civilian tmployee o-f the Army 

Armament ·Resurch and Development Command, and is proftssionally 
well informed on military small arms .ind the procedures ha.ding ' · • •. 
to their adoption. It is his recollection that no non-military :_ .· ,.··~·11 
a.gency participated in the evilu1.tion of the M 48 rifle prior to . . .. 
its adoption, the tests having been conducted entirely by Marine · . ';i 
Corps ptrsonnel o-f the Adv.inced Mirl<Bminship .~n_it and _ot.h_er_._·!;-::~f:·; 

- techninl org&nizations at Quantico. ·: ··~.-"-·. · · .'-:>!:·?'-~~ :,_,._. ·.·'r:J~:Jf,'::" 
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