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. NO. 84-46329 "\ 
J~CKIE AND P.ACHEL MORRIS, IN ~HE- DISTRICT COURT 

i 
! ,.,. 

II ARRIS COUNTY I TEXAS,.-· ( 
--: . ~. ---· ·--'-- ... - -- . -- .. ----··- -· . ---~- . f:---· 

\ 
( 

'269TH JUDICIAL DISTRic~' 

. ' . 
THIS CAUSE-came on fbr taking.of deposition 

t 

' 

MERLE H. WALKER, being tc;iken by the Plaintiff, before Joype 
•, • 

Beall,_ Deputy Official Court Reporter and ·Notary Public, · \ ... _,._"_ ,_ 

State of Florida at Large, at· 10: 30 a.m .. · on the 2nd day of· 1. 

_ ..... February, 1.987; a.t- the ~ake County Courthouse, Tavares, Lake 

County, ~lorida, at which time the following proceedings 

··were had and testimony produced: 

·. ' 

Les Cochran, Esquire 
BARNHART, M.l!.LLIA & COCHRAN 
Post Of f~ce Box 5218~ 
Houston, Texas 77052 
For the Plaintiff Ahlschlager 

Wi:lliam FL McDonald, Esquire 
Richard Mill.er, Esquire · 
Grant Kaiser, Esquire 

. WOOLSEY~ FISHER, 'WHITEAKER . & ··.:nONALD 
· · -300· South .Je·ffe'rson; ··Suite 600 

Springfield, Missouri 65806 
For the Plaintiffs Horrls· 

Don Weitinaer, Escuire 
1200 cashc~ Tower- · 
8 Greenway Plaza 
Houston, Texas 77046 
For the Def end.ants . Lloyds 
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AP PE A-RANCES: (Cont'd.) 

0 2 
Lee Ware, Esquire 

- ----~---::..'·---<3-·~- -________________ ))lINSON .-«~-ELKINS-.. ---·--------~·~----·-__:·-- --·---· ·------·---------~---~- --------
>_-,, · 3124 Firs·t City Tower -

· \ _ ) ffouston, _Texas 77002 
---~ · 

4 ;or the bef;endant· Remington 
5 

. Also Present: 
6 

7 

• I • • -Jim Hutton, Represerf't.ative of Remington 
Illion, New Yo.rk 
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9 
Direct - By Mr. McDonald 3 I 

10 
-~Cross ..;._ By Mr • Cochran 75 

u 
Cross By Mr .. Miller 79 

12 
Cross By Mr. Ware. -106 
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Recross By Mr•-. Cochran 
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Recross By Mr. Miller ·156 
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time, that one percent of the rif __ l~~ ·- ... _ 

so? 

A. No. 

Q. You've never seen any minutes whi~h discussed the 

'fact that Rend.ngton rifles, th~Model 7 00 rifles would fire 

about one percent.of them would fire upon release of safety? 

A. No. 

Q. If those minutes did exist, given the number qf 

·Re::nington rifles, Model· 70"0 rifles in the field,· that would 

be many more than 20 complaints a year,. wouldn't it? 

A~ Yes, ~. t would. 

Q. Would a situation ··that Remington, by its own 

estimates, statP.s th~t about one percent of its M.cdel 700' s 

o.re. su .:;c~pt:'..b;..c; wou.ld i:i1?. t be an acceptable . r izk to 

A. No. 

Q. Do you think if ~hat was "-t.he. situation, Remington 

shqu'.!.d·· look into red~sign:ing these ·rifles? 

Q. And de ~·ou thir:.k ·if that were the si·~uation, 
- . .. 

Remington should look into reca~ling tho~e.v.hich are already 

on.the market? 

A. Yes. 

Q. ·Do ~[OU f.e~l that e !"if le whi.ch £aiJ.s the· FSR test 
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~~~-· ·- .•. . • .. ~· ':"t·---:-. • . .:.. ... ··.u• ...... !'".······-;·";.. ,. .. ,. 

would be defective? 

A-• If it failed it, yes .. 
····- .... ---·-···· . 

--·.· o·~ .--- Db""yo\Cfeel.thaF·a.·· rifle·:· :z.!·c;a:~1-··100-·rifle here, 

I 1 m talking about - i~. it fails the trick test would ·be 

defective? 

A. Possible. 

MR. KAISER: Fo·r the record, we' re out of video at 

this point. 

BY.MR. MILLER: ..... •4,_:. ___ ... . . 

Q. You say it's possible tha~ a rifle which failed 

the trick test would be defective? 

A.: -Failing the trick test, under the present 

manufacturing conditions, it seems to me would be - , .. 
impossible. 

Q. Let'3 nssurr.~ that a Model 700 · ·loes fail the 

tsst, would you cc~sider that ri£le 

A. Yes. 

Q. And I asked you a qaastion -before _about your 

would fire on =ele~5e .·::f :.>afety. . r want to ask you those 

_same questions. If. Remington e-st:!..mates ~hat ~ne percent of 

its rifles -.would fail . the t:-ick tes~; one perc~nt :::;f. its 

Model 700' s, do you thin!.: that! s som~thi~g they should ioolc 

iritc? 

That wo-µld :::-eq~ire a" redesign. 
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if Remington est;.imates that·one percent·of its 

r.ifles would fail the trick test, the M~~~.~. ?~.~ .. r~.~-l~.~ ! . do 
....... _.,_ ...... ·-- ... -·· .... ·- ·--·~ . -···· ...... .... -· ... ·- .. ... 

you. feel that would justify a recall O·f those rifles? 

How about if the figure were as low at 4/10 of a 

percent? 

A. 

Q. 

I ·think that would also classify as a ·recall. 

And 6/10 would, of course, as well; 6/10 o:E a 

percent would, ·as well7 

A~ Yes. 

Q. That'would require a recall? 

A. Yes. 
·-1·;:. •:.· · •••• -. 

-·. 1-ffi. WARE: Off the .. -record. 

{After a receGs,. the deposition continued as 

follows:} 
. ~ -

BY MR. MILLER: 

Q. Back on the record with some questions after we 

played the tape and picked up on the video c.amera where we 

ran out cf video tape. Has· an· opt:.ical comparator used.in 

the manufacturing proce·ss in- 1975, when you retired? 

A.. What's that? 
-

Q. · Was an optical comparator, the machine called an 

_optical comparator,'used.in the manufacturing or quality 

cont~ol process in 197S, wh~n you retired? 

A. Uh-huh. .< Indicatihg affirmatively.) 
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