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PROTECT IT

COVER T FOR
FALL & WINTER HEAVY DUTY
TRUCK/BOAT/ALL PURPOSE

TARPALLINS
12%16 %23 26x40 %819
16x20 332 26x55 %115
20x20 %36 0RO 3148
18x24  $38 S0x100 5390
18x32 350 60x120 $547
20x30  $50 EOx150 $562

Befors Midnight Jan. 30

Yiking ind. wilt sand any of the sbove slze tas-
pauiing 10 wny resdes of this publication whe
reads and responds to this test balora midnight
Jan, 30, Each tarpaidin Lot {#Z-18, PYC s con-
atrucied of high denelty (abic (with viegin grade
ingredients, supptied by Gult O Ca., Dow Chem-
fen G, ang Linton O Co.) with nylon reloaioresd
fope Hema, double ook stitched hema, oo
tronicaily welded seamy, TIO% water praot,
# 404 die) metyl grommeis sel on 3 i conters
with relntorced tHanQuise comer patchan s
are spcommended for all heavy duty use, s
yachis and wallboats, krd all bull o pailet siding
materisis, 3n8 wili ba accompanied with & LIFE-
THAE guasrantee that it must performm 100% or i
will be fepiaced Iree. Sdd $7 handting & trating
tor esch tarp ordered. Viking sk pays ait shilp-
plng. Shouid you wish to return yous tarpautine
you may doasu for 3 full refund. Any letier post-
maried 3ler than Jan, 30, will be retuened. LIK-
1T Fltty {50} 12rps per adudress, no sxceptions.
Lond appropriate sum together with your name
& address tor Tarp Teal Depl. # 328K, Viking tnd,
6314 Sants Monlca Bled,, Loz Angeies, C8
G038, or 161 fantest secvice trom any part of tha
country galt collect, dufore widnight ¥ days 2
wesk {213) 462-1914 {Aak Exchange Operator
for) TARP TEST # 926K, have credit card ready.

JORDAN HOLSTER
WITH PICTURE &

Hotxtar — Plain, black,
A" andt 57 Bartels onty el
o righl Jor Cott, Ruger

o S & Worevotvers.

3 barret — £I93G

& bewred — 543350

Rivar Balt o Plain, Hinck,
fully Heed, 2% widih, nieket bckie.
(Send actuat waist slze ) $37.95

Bif§ Jordan's picture ang autograph
are {eatured on the back
of this fiew holster.

PO. Box 351
Miami, 0K 74354

) Postage pasd.
Otbioma rexidinty add I% Gend $2.00 for catalog

AUTOGRAPH

# Surely everyone knows
by now thas the legendary
Winchester Repeating
Arms Company no longer
exists as such. A couple of
years sgo the parent compa-
ny, Olin Chemical, sold the
domestic gunmaking facility in
MNew Haven to 3 group of private in-
vestors, mostly ex-Winchester man-
agement people, who now run the show as
the U5 Repeating Arms Campany.

The ammusition division, which was al-
ways the more profitable of the two, was
retained by Olin, as well as the internation-
al division which imported the Japanese-
made O/U and S/5 shotgnos beaning the

- Winchester name.

For the past 20 months thea, all U.S.-
made Winchesters have been the product
of the U.S. Repeating Arms Company, the
exclusive licenser of the Winchester name.
For the most part, the Winchester line for
1983 is much the same as it was before the
chanpeover, still being prodoced by the
same peaple in the samte factory. There are,

however, some important changes that’

have been made which should interest ev-
eryone who has a fascination with this
American fegend snd the desire to see 1t
ance again ccoupy that position where
“Ir's a Winchesier” means everything it
used to mean,

Now it would be easy for me 1o sit here
with the typical 20:20 hindsight we all pos-
sess and speculaie on the things the old
Winchester organization did wrong since
those dark days of 1964, but that would
serve no purpose. Suffice it to say that too
many non-gun people were invalved in the
design, manulacture and marketing of
Winchester guns during those yesrs and
the end vesults were not up to standards
the company had <stablished for its prod-
uels over the previous century.

What most erities fike to forget is that it
didnt take long for Winchester 1o realize
their mistakes and do their damndest to
carrect ey In that late *60s and early ‘70s
periad, many upgrading programs were
undertaken with the Model 70, 94, 1200
and {400 shotguns, to name a few. They al-
sa brought out the 9422, one of the finest
production fircarms ever made. The same
can be sind of the iM-fated Model One gus-
operated shotgun,

Despite’ Winchester's carnest offorts,
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American hunters and shooters are decid-
edly unforgiving, especiaily when they feel
they've been betrayed. Vindictive is not tao
strong & word 10 deseribe how many of
them greeted the post<1964 guas. To their
eyes, their beloved Model 12 and Model 70
were po maore, and pretenders aspired o
the throne.

To muke a long story short, Winchester

had a tough selling job over the next 15
years, and, when coupled with severe labor
prablems. at the plant, it became less of a
plum for Olin.
- Anyway, curious to see firsthand the
New Haven factory since the USRAC
takepver, 1| visited the plant for the first
time since the mid-70s this past Ociober
and spent some time with the new manage-
ment team~President Hugh Fletcher,
along with Dick Pelton, Charlie Rhodes
and Bob Morrison. I sensed a much differ-
ent atiitude there, not only among manage-
ment people, but the union people as well,
There was a spirit of cooperation and genu.
ine enthusiasm evident, an ¢athusiasm for
waking the best Winchiester possible.

Toward that end, a quiet upgrading pro-

~gram is vaderway which will ultimately af-

fect every model in the Hinz. $'minat tatking
about superiicial cosmetic changes like a
new stock finish, 2 different pistol grip cap
ar a new front sight hood: | mean the smatl
yet substantive changes and attention to
detaib which make a rifle or shotgun sppeat
to those who know and understand fire-
arms. Take the Modet 70, for example, 1he
fest Winchester 1o be subjected to this qui-
2t ppgrading program.

Chiel design engineer, Ed Vartanian,
showed me the subtle mechanical changes
and new production procedures being
snplemented that should make the Model
70 one of the smoathest operating and ac-
curate out-of-the-bux production rifles
avaitable anywhere at any -pnee. Toler-
ances are being held extremely tight
throughout. production. The irdetting ©3
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