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The Remington 700 Gets a New Trigger
o ) After decades, new fire control draces the 700 line. '

Jon R. Sundra
he Remington 700 has been the original, but differs in one major allows the trigger to move through its
around for 42 years without clement: the safety blocks movement normal arc when pulled. With this type
major changes, which is quite a of both the wigger and sear. All past arrangement, if the rigger is pulled

testimony to the soundness of the origi- | 700’ (and the predecessor Model with the safety on, it must retum to its
nal design. That's not to say there have 721/722 series dating back to 1948), original position t© support the sear.
been no changes, however, One was have a safety thar, when engaged, , The problem with this design is that
the elimination of a small rivet used © blodks movement of the sear, but if for any reason the tigger does not
secure the extractor in early models; ]

another was the addition of an anti-bind

: groove in the right locking lug. \ { 144

oo kg lug- Safety in SAFE Position

design had 1o do with the fire controf
system. On eardier models, when the

- two-position side safety was engaged, )
- the bolt was locked, That was changed il fie sntey b he SATE
. to allow the action w cycle in the ' the trigger s blocked and
" *Safe* mode, because you need a safety tonder the sear while the scar
-~ %when chambering or extracting a live mumwdby
"“round. It never made sense to me o i
: have to disengage the safety © do cither.
: * Fhe other change consisted of going to
-a one-piece sear instead of the original
two-piece unit.
w7, + For 2006 he Remington 700, along
! <ith its sibling, the Model Seven, get an

siop omitted far clarity in this view

SPL. for *Safety Pivoted Link,” the new R
" ‘trigger unit looks remarkably similar 0 |
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retum 1o its forwand position, the gun
can discharge when the safety is
released. There are several scenarios
under which this can happen, but pri-
marly it occurs when there is fction
against the trigger — like if the baneled
action is canted in the stock slighidy so
the wrigger is dragging against cither side
of the cutout in the top of the trigger
guard bow. Another cause could be
swelling of wood in that acea of the
stock’s inletting surrounding the trigger.
That can be caused by high humidity,
soaking rain or wet snow. I have per-
sonmally seen both these conditions occur
on rifles with triggers similar to that of
the Remington. I was also present when
a colleague released the safety on an
older Tikka and the gua fired. Thar inci-
dent was caused by a Styrofoam bead
from the orginal factory box that had
somehow gotien into the trigger unit
and wedged iself in such a location that
the tigger oould not return to its for-
ward position.

The new SPL trigger blocks both trig-
ger and sear movement, while stll
aflowing the action to be cyded when
engaged. Remington makes several
claims for the new trigger, among them:

improved out-of-the-box feel,
.- berter corrasion resistance,
more highly-polished parms to provide
a crisper pull, and
- fower pull settings from the factory.

Though trigger tampering still voids -
the warmanty, the trigger pull can be
adjusted down o0 2 bbs. if done by an
authorized Remington Repair Center.

1 had the opportunity to test the very
ficst example of this new trigger 10 leave
the factory on a recent prairie dog sboot
in South Dakota last May (see this
issue of PX), but I couldn't say anything
about it until [ got the official go-ahead
from Remington 1o release the news.
Now that I've got it, I can tell you it's a
decided improvement over the curent
rigger — which is saying something,
because the 700 has always had onc of
the better Factory triggers. The trigger on
my test gun — a Model 700V-SSF 11 in
.204 Ruger -— broke atan even 3 Ibs.
and was smooth and crisp with no dis-
cemible creep whatsoever. What more
can you ask from a tigger? It was a joy
to use. Further testing at home rein-
forced the initial field impressions:
Youregonm fike this newmggeﬂé
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Safety in FIRIZ Position

This diagram
iffustrates Gow
the safely of the o
rew Remington o .
700 rigger e erfay amenopel
operates ia the
firing positing.
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The Remington 700 Gets a New Trigger

After decades, new fire control graces the 700 line.

he Remington 700 has been 1

around for 42 years without

major changes, which is quite a
testimony to the soundness of the origi-
nal design. That's not to say there have
been no changes, however. One was
the elimination of a small rivet used to
secure the extractor in early models;
another was the addition of an anti-bind I
groove in the right locking lug.

Two other changes from the original
design had to do with the fire control ‘
system. On earlier models, when the
two-position side safety was engaged.
the bolt was locked. That was changed
to allow the action 1o ¢ycle in the ‘
"Safe” mode, because you need a safety
when chambering or extracting a live
round. It never made sense to me to ‘
have 1o disengage the safety to do either. ‘
The other change consisted of going to
a one-piece sear instead of the original
twvo-piece unit.

For 2006 the Remington 700, along
with its sibling, the Model Seven, get an
entirely new fire conuol system. Called !
SPL for "Safety Pivoted Link,” the new
trigger unit looks remarkably similar o

the original, but differs in one major

element: the safety blocks movement
of both the trigger and sear. All past

700's (and the predecessor Model

i 721/722 series dating back to 1948),

have a safety that, when engaged,
blocks movement of the sear. but

Satety in SALL Positon
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allows the trigger to move through its
normal arc when pulled. With this type
arrangement, if the trigger is pulled
with the safety on, it must return 1o its
original position to support the sear.

The problem with this design is that
if for any reason the trigger does not

- Safety supports sear safaty cam
Y

With the safety in the SAFE ‘
position, the blocker ensures \ ‘l
the trigger 15 blocked and {
under the sear while the sear
safety cam is supported by
the safety.

long-range c2
distress |

Mas
Guide

Left hand side plate and bolt
stop ormitied for clarity in this view
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return to its forward position. the gun
can discharge when the safety is
released. There are several scenarios
under which this can happen, but pri-
manly it occurs when there is friction
against the trigger — like if the barreled
action is canted in the stock slighty so
the trigger is dragging against either side
of the cutout in the top of the trigger
guard bow. Another cause could be
swelling of wood in that area of the
stock’s inleting surrounding the trigger.
That can be caused by high humidity.
soaking rain or wet snow. 1 have per-
sonally seen both these conditions occur
on rifles with triggers similar to that of
the Remington. I was also present when
a colleague released the safety on an
older Tikka and the gun fired. That inci-
dent was caused by a Styrofoam bead
from the original factory box that had
somehow gotten into the trigger unit
and wedged itself in such a location that
the trigger could not return to its for-
ward position.

The new SPL trigger blocks both trig-
ger and sear movement, while still
allowing the action to be cycled when
engaged. Remington makes several
claims for the new trigger, among them:

1) improved out-of-the-box feel,
21 better corrosion resistance,

3) more highly-polished pants to provide
a crisper pull, and

1) lower pull settings from the factory.

Though trigger tampering still voids
the warranty, the trigger pull can be
adjusted down to 2 tbs. if done by an
authorized Remington Repair Center.

I had the opportunity to test the very
first example of this new trigger to leave
the factory on a recent prainie dog shoot
in South Dakota last May (see this
issue of PX), but I couldn’t say anything
about it until I got the official go-ahead
from Remington to release the news.
Now that I've got it, I can tell you it's a
decided improvement over the current
trigger — which is saying something,
because the 700 has always had one of
the better factory triggers. The trigger on
my test gun — a Model 700V-SSF 11 in
.204 Ruger — broke at an even 3 lbs,
and was smooth and crisp with no dis-
cermible creep whatsoever. What more
can you ask from a trigger? It was a joy
to use. Further testing at home rein-
forced the initial field impressions:
You're gonna’ like this new trigger! &
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The Remington 700 Gets a New Trigger

After decades, new fire control graces the 700 line.
Jon R. Sundra

he Remington 700 has been the original, but differs in one major allows the trigger to move through its
around for 42 years without ! element: the safety blocks movement normal arc when pulled. With this type
major changes: which is quite a of both the trigger and sear. All past arrangement, if the trigger is pulled
testimony to the soundness of the origi- 700's (and the predecessor Model with the safety on, it must retumn to its
nal design. That's not to say there have 721/722 series dating back to 1948), original position to suppor the sear.
been no changes, however. One was have a safety that, when engaged, The problem with this design is that
the elimination of a small rivet used to blocks movement of the sear. but if for any reason the trigger does not
secure the extractor in early models:
another was the addition of an anti-bind {
groove in the right locking lug. AP N 0D 34
Two other changes from the original Sﬂ ¢ t\ n b {\1 l ’ l osion

design had to do with the fire control ‘
system. On earlier models, when the
two-position side safety was engaged,
the bolt was Jocked. That was changed
to allow the action to cyde in the l
"Safe" mode. because you need a safety
when chambering or exuacting a live
round. It never made sense to me to
have to disengage the safety to do cither. l
The other change consisted of going to
1 one-piece sear instead of the original
two-piece unit.

For 2006 the Remington 700, along
with its sibling, the Model Seven, get an i
entrely new fire control system. Called ¢
SPL for "Safety Pivoted Link."” the new Left band side plate and ol
trigger unit looks remarkably similar 0 top omitted for clasty in this view
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retun to its forward position. the gun
can discharge when the safety is
released. There are several scenarios
under which this can happen, but pri-
marily it occurs when there is friction
against the trigger — like if the barreled
action is canted in the stock slightly so
the trigger is dragging against cither side
of the cutout in the top of the trigger
guard bow. Another cause could be
swelling of wood in that area of the
stock’s inletting surrounding the trigger.
That can be caused by high humidity,
soaking rain or wet snow. 1 have per-
sonally seen both these conditions occur
on rifles with triggers similar to that of
the Remington. I was also present when
a colleague released the safety on an
older Tikka and the gun fired. That inci-
dent was caused by a Styrofoam bead
from the original factory box that had
somehow gotten into the trigger unit
and wedged itself in such a location that
the trigger could not return to its for-
ward position.

The new SPL trigger blocks both trig-
ger and sear movement, while still
allowing the action to be cycled when
engaged. Remington makes several
claims for the new uigger, among them:

1) improved out-of-the-box feel,
2) better corrosion resistance,

3) more highly-polished parts to provide
a crisper pull, and

) lower pull settings from the factory.

Though trigger tampering still voids
the warranty. the trigger pull can be
adjusted down to 2 lbs. if done by an
authorized Remington Repair Center.

I had the opporunity to test the very
first example of this new trigger to leave
the factory on a recent prairie dog shoot
in South Dakota last May (see this
issue of PX), but I couldn’t say anything
about it unti] 1 got the official go-ahead
from Remington to release the news.
Now that I've got it, I can tell you it's a
decided improvement over the current
trigger — which is saying something,
because the 700 has always had one of
the better factory triggers. The trigger on
my test gun — a Model 700V-SSF 1l in
.204 Ruger — broke at an even 3 lbs.
and was smooth and crisp with no dis-
cernible creep whatsoever. What more
can you ask from a trigger? It was a joy
10 use. Further testing at home rein-
forced the initial field impressions:
You're gonna’ like this new trigger! &
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The Remington 700 Gets a New Trigger

After decades, new fire control graces the 700 line.
Jon R. Sundra

he Remington 700 has been the original, but differs in one major allows the trigger to move through its

around for 42 years without [ element: the safety blocks movement normal arc when pulled. With this type

major changes, which is quite a of both the trigger and sear. All past arrangement, if the trigger is pulled
testimony (o the soundness of the origi- /008 (and the predecessor Model with the safety on, it must retum to its
nal design. That's not to say there have | 721/722 series dating back to 1948), original position to support the sear.
been no changes, however. One was " have a safety that, when engaged, The problem with this design is that
the elimination of a small rivet used to blocks movement of the sear, but if for any reason the trigger does not

secure the extractor in early models:
another was the addition of an anti-bind ’
groove in the right locking lug.

Two other changes from the original
design had to do with the fire control
system. On earlier models, when the '
two-position side safety was engaged,
the bolt was locked. That was changed
o allow the acton 1o cydle in the ‘
"Safe" mode., because you need a safety
when chambering or extracting a live
round. It never made sense to me to
have to disengage the safety to do either. |
The other change consisted of going 1
a one-piece sear instead of the original
two-piece unit.

For 2006 the Remington 700, along
with its sibling, the Model Seven, get an
entirely new fire control system. Called :
SPL for "Safety Pivoted Link,” the new Left hand side pinte and bol
trigger unit looks remarkably similar to tap omitted for clsity n this view
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return to its forward position, the gun
can discharge when the safety is
released. There are several scenarios
under which this can happen, but pni-
marily it occurs when there is friction
against the trigger — like if the barreled
action is canted in the stock slighdy so
the trigger is dragging against either side
of the cutout in the top of the trigger
guard bow. Another cause could be
swelling of wood in that area of the
stock’s inletting surrounding the trigger.
That can be caused by high humidity,
soaking rain or wet snow. I have per-
sonally seen both these conditions occur
on rifles with triggers similar 1o that of
the Remington. I was also present when
a colleague released the safety on an
older Tikka and the gun fired. That inci-
dent was caused by a Styrofoam bead
from the original factory box that had
somehow gotien into the trigger unit
and wedged itself in such a location that
the trigger could not return to its for-
ward position.

The new SPL trigger blocks both trig-
ger and sear movement, while still
allowing the action to be cycled when
engaged. Remington makes several
claims for the new trigger, among then:

1) improved out-of-the-box feel,
2} better corrosion resistance,

3) more highly-polished parts to provide
a crisper pull, and

t) lower pull settings from the factory.

Though trigger tampering still voids
the warmanty, the trigger pull can be
adjusted down to 2 Ibs. if done by an
authorized Remington Repair Center.

I had the opportunity 10 test the very
first example of this new trigger to leave
the factory on a recent prairie dog shoot
in South Dakota last May (see this
issue of PX}, but 1 couldn't say anything
about it until I got the official go-ahead
from Remington to release the news.
Now that I've got it, T can tell you it's a
decided improvement over the current
trigger — which is saying something,
because the 700 has always had one of
the better factory triggers. The trigger on
my test gun — a Model 700V-SSF 11 in
.204 Ruger — broke at an even 3 lbs,
and was smooth and ¢risp with no dis-
cernible creep whatsoever. What more
can you ask from 4 trigger? It was a joy
to use. Further testing at home rein-
forced the initial field impressions:
You're gonna’ like this new trigger! &
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