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YOUEL 700 - BARRK], BRACKST

J.W. Miller has called to my attention that the
des r (K.H. #alker) has establighed specifications for the
N/700 Barrsl Eracket bs a wrought ateel and thus displacing
the use of powder netallurgy in this part as has been in erfect
for the M/721 famlly a number of years.

I was avare that Mike had besn contemplating this
since there had been comsiderable difrficulty over the years and
for the AU rifles he used steel exclusively for the barrel brackets.
AlBo, with the advent of the dig negnum calibers sush as the 453
with the heavier recoil ha was oareful to avoid the powder maetal
bracrxet.

In addition to the salt bleedout provlem whicnh nas

- never bosn adequately solved for the Plant, there have also Leen

some 0aBes of Lending the brecket. Aas I recall, these were of'ten
traced to variations in the mschining of the stock inletting,
resulting in the sonbtact Detween the bparrel bracket and ths snoulder
of the stock not deing adequate and,or proper. Likely there were
cases of variations in hardness or ductility.
I have not overruled the designer’s astion in thiz
case, feeling that it plased us in a rather untenadle position
and that the material or process must be sufficiently adequate
in 1t3 performance to be aoceptsd by the designer as well as the
Plant 1f we are to axpect responsibility as to results and quality.
At the same time I don't believe this necessarily rules out the
possibility of this barrel bracket being agein made by powder
wotallurgy. And perhaps to a little different specifications tnan
the one which was considered adequate at the tims for the M/721 and
40X famlly ef rifles,

In the event that you or any others recelving copies
of this memo wish to suggest a change in policy, will expect to
hear from you. Otherwise will proesged as above
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