co: R.P. Kelly

Jure 10, 1966

Mr. Robert M. Bimmons
HITCHITI GUN SEBRVICE
2627 Alandsle Drive
Msoon, Gecrgia 31300

Dear Mr, Simmonst

1 have your fine letter with mqutlons oonoerning our Remington guns and will
do my best to comment on them,

On the Modsl 700 aanon lengths, our intsnt was to keep the actions in 2 different
lengths so that those who wantsd the smaller calibars would not have to oarry
larger, more cumbersome guns, and those who desired longer length loadings and
heavier calibers could select the larger models., We have enjoyed tremendous
acoeptance of this model and back in the Modsl 721 era by funishing features
which do not exist on competitive guns, one of which was the 2 length system.

- The Model 860 Carbine was introduced as sn item which wo uld fill the require=-
ments of thoss individusls who do not like to carry long berrelsd cumberscme
bolt action rifles, but are more {nclined to cerry such ftems as Winchester
Model 84. But a good portion of these individuals were also interestsd in
something as potsnt as a 170 or 30-08. This was accomplished by providing

& short barrel, short action, but extremely strong bolt action rifls with ballistios
of the longer cartridges such es the ‘06 and 270 which oould bs obtained in &
shorter but larger capacity cass. Qur intant was ot to interfers with sale of
the Model 700 by introducing the Model 600, buz to f1ll the gap as previously
stated, ior those individuals who ase not interested in the larger gun. YTherefore,
for the present at any rate, it is our policy to keep the new short cartridges such
as the 350 snd 6.5 in the carbins category and lsave the longer ontrtdgu in the
longer action Model 700.

As far as sights are concerned, there s problem [n providing rifles without sights
except in the custom category. It is our experience that a standard model of
any type must be usabls when taken from the gun rack of any of the gun shops

in the country; and therefore it iz mandatory that they contain sights. 1 agree
that seldom does anyone buy & 22/250 and use it with open sights, But in our
business, with exceptian of the custom guns, it is about the same thing as
providing a Pord truck without whee!ls.
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We investigeted 8 series of calibers during developmant of the 330 and 6.5,
and of cowrse it was natural that the 25 celiber should be considered, which
it wes. For some unfortunate reason the 257, which was an exoellent littls
cartridge, has died a natural death {n the country and has taken with it the
stigma of the 25, There are 8o many caliberas aveilabls at the present time
that it appears to ms thers is very little room laft for anything really new in
standard combinations. I am referring specifically to changes in loads as
well a8 bullet shapes, etc..

As far as Centennial models in the M/742 and others, this was 8 Management
decision. Design for extremely short barreled rifles has varied over the
years, and only on ocoasion do we get requirements in the autoloaders and
pumps for barrels shorter than 22". The M/600 seems to have bsen satis~
factary in the short aotion bolt sction series,

Pertatning o the length of fore snd on the M/600, we had about 6 or 8 differsnt
lengths on our prototy: @ models and it was conclusion of the Design Group that
this particular one selected made the best impression for eye appesl and
handling. There have bsen some suggestions that the fore end be made
longer. In other words, similar to a Mananlicher type. Yours is the first
suggestion 1 have received on making it shorter. There is considerabls )
amount of difficulty in changing lengths of fore ends in the factory. Thereiore,
. it 18 mendatory the one selected be completsly right as possible. For example,
when the fore end is changed in length, the tapers on 8ll 3 sides and the top
would also have to be changed, aleng with formers and tooling for manufacturing
purposes. Then, o0, an approxinate $25,000 change would be necessary in
the dies for making the checkering pattern. Naturally changes of this nature
can be accomplished with less difficulty in a gun shop whers mostly handwork
is involvaed. But in mass production, limitations would prevent aiterations of
this nature.

‘We have had comments pro and con oconcerning rib on the Model 600, to extent
that those who like it think 1t 8 great new innovation in gun development and
sighting for rifles; while others take the rifle to a gunsmith ot their expense
to have the item removed. But a rib on a rifle is like a lot of things for which
Remington should be given credit in trying something new. After all, ribs
have been ncceptable on revolvers, pistols and shotguns ~--- why not rifles ?
And 1 think, to be honest, the silhouette provided by this combination gives a
more pleasing appearance with tha rib than wi thout it, It takes the curse off
the high sights., However, these are all matters of opinion, and I gueas this
is what makes the world go round.
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I don't believe a cast aluminum snodized floor plate and trigger guard would
add anything to the Mode! 600 exocept perhaps a faw ounces of weight. To
my knowlsdge we have had no difficulties with this item. It retains the
black appearance permanently, is very rugged, light weight, and performs
its job satisfactorily.

Your suggestion for 8 companion combination of caliber between the XP-100
and M/600 I think i{s sn excellent one. Wae have made up a8 M/600 in

.221 Caliber that performs very well, butihstefficient as the 222 or 223
because the 22] was designed to be efficient ballistically in a short barrel,
By the same token the 222 family of cartridges was designed to be efficient
ballistically in s long barrel, and there are not efficient in a short barrel.
And when fired in an XP-100, velocity is low and blast to the shooter's ears
is damaging. The {irst XP-IOQ made experimentally was chambered for the
222 and although accurate was not scosptable bacause of the two previcusly
mentionsd factors, Thers have been several who have made the mistake of
purchasing an XP-100 end having it rechambered for a 222. We have con-
sidered other calibera for the XP-100 and have sxperimented with 8 few, one
of which was a 6mm on a 222 case. This combination was very accurate but
the muszzle blast was objectionable, range was excellent, and recoll not too
severe. Other calibers such as you mentionsd (22/250, 223, 257) we would
consider not only dangerous as far ss muggls blast and broken ear drumse are
conocerned, but in some instances recoil might be too severe for proper safety
. of handling such 8 gun and cartridge combination.

Going back to the Models 600 and 600 Magnum, our objective was to keep
the Magnum and its lsminated stock in one category and the ons piece walnut
stock in smaller calibers in standard version, All kinds of combinations
could be supplied, of course. For saxampla, we experimented with a laminated
walnut stock which contained the superior qualities of warp-free conditions
such as the one we now manufacture, but the laminations weres not obvious
enough, we thought, to suggest to the customer that he was getting more for
his money; therefore, it was abandoned. We have tried several other
ocombinations of woods, but it is difficult to fine one that can ba laminated
properly to give enough definition of oolor changes so that the customer
recognizes {t as a laminatad stock.

I got & chuckle from your comment about "Ramington makes the best - Winchester
makaes the rest”, and was astounded to see the list of rifles and shotguns of
Remington manufacture thet you own. You must be very proud of this collection.
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1 note you have quite a combination of scopes and mounts. I don’t know all
the fellows involved in the menufacture of these scopes, but Ed Hilliard is

a friend and old Army buddy of mine, who {s associated with Redfield. My
home is in Wyoming and | personally take many of our new models out in that
aree to test them each summer. We not only shoot at targets and geme, but
also with my three boys manage to pack these items on our back up into the
high mountain rangea, and have found several on which we recommended
changes as far as carrying esase is concerned.

About two years ago 1 testad the 6.5 and 350 with Les Bowman in Cody, Wyoming.
Both guns performed superbly and the 350 has had time to add to its aredit all

of the mejor game in this country including Kodisks, grizzlies, moose and
buffalo, as well as mountain lion snd Polar bear. The 7mm has performed good
on big game worldwide, is excellent for long range shots at antelope, sheep

and elk.

The Model 1100 18 really making & name for itself. I don't think there is any

~ doubt it 1s the finest autoloading shotgun ever made. The XP-100 holds records
for acouracy in pistol shooting, Les Bowman having a 5-shot group at 100 yds.
of .430", Ohe other sports writer has & similar group at .460%. Outon

the West Coast in the Beattle sres after the rifle type bench matches are over
out comes the XP=100 for a bench rest match. Ons writer, Ken Judge Glanger,
seems t0 be promoting this work., As you probably know the XP-100 made the
.cover on S sporting magazines following itg announcement. Naturally we don't
expect large volume sales from this {tem siace its usefulness 18 limited, but
we do think it has made its impression on the shooting world as it influences
the thinking of gun designers and military people as well,

One demonstration we enjoyed at Aberdeen 8 couple years ago with the XP-100
was to outshoot &l the rifles on hand at 1/4 miles at bobbing targets, making
5 hits at S targets with S shots at this distance. We.also demonstrated 5 hits
irom § shots offhand at S man size tergets at 100 yerds. This was unheard of
in pistol shooting pravious to this demonstration.

You can be justly proud of your collection and | can assure you that we are
not resting on our laurels even though we are first in the gun business.
More and more effort 18 required to ramain in that position, anc I am sure
things to come you will be proud to add to your already growing list of fine
Romington sporting guns.
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I apprectiate your letter and suggestions, and your letter is being routed to the
gun designers in our group as well 89 our Jeading sslesmen, and am sure it

will be read with interest. It wouldn't be surprising if soma of your suggestions
might influsnos some of our existing models as well as those planned for the

future.,

Best regards and thanks again for writing,

W. E, Leek,
Manager - Pirearms Research & Desfign
Ilion Research Division

WEL:T
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