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- Var: mm% Rifles

THE FIVE CHECK-RATED MODELS WERE ACCURATE ENOUGH TO HIT SMALL VARNMINTS AT LONG RANGES

e
I he varmint hunter is in some ways meore fortunate than
his fellow Nimrods who go out for big game. He can usu-
ally hunt near home in any scason and without limit on his
bag; and some farmers, bedeviled by crows, woodchucks
and such, will allow the varminter to shoot in their ficlds,
But while an old .30-30 may still bring home the venison,

the varminter needs a long-range precision rifle. It will nor- |

mally be a rifle chambered for a cartridge with a rather
heavy powder charge and a compsxatwcly light bullet of
small diameter. That combination results in a flat trajectory
and long eflective yange (up to about 400 yards for somne

"calibers), and in a bullet that tends to disinlegrate when -

it hits an obstacle, rather than ricochet dmxgcmusly.
Varmint hunters have used many calibers, from the little
22 Long Rifle to the .30-05. At the lower extreme, you
have a shortwvange cariridge with a slow-moving, high-tra-
jectory bullet that ricochets easily—not suitable or safe

for most varminting. At the other extrenie, you have a big-
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game cartridge, that has a large-diameter bullet with too
hzgh a trajectory for accuracy over long range, plus a lot

of recoil and a report loud encugh to makc your ears ring .

and to startle someonc taken unawares. In between is any-
man’s land. The venerable .22 Horuet is on the small side
by today’s standards and seems to have lost much of its
popularity. And the famed .220 Swift, which delivered
higher velocity and flatter trajectory than any commercial
cartridge before or since, proved to have drawbacks. (It
was extremely loud, some claimed it tended to wear out
bacrels rapidly, and its relatively light bullet was too easily
deflected by the wind, among other things.)

Among the most popular varmml-huntmﬂ cartridges to-
day are the .222 Remington and the 22.250 Remington.

The .222 has an effective range of up to about 300 yards k

and a relatively mild report; the .22-250 has 2 maxinium
effective range of about 400 yards, but a considerably
bigger bang. On the advice of our consultauts, we decided
to limit our report largely to rifles of those two calibers.
Two other calibers, the .243 Winchester and the .244 Rem-
ington, have been widely used for varmint shooting in the
West. But they're a bit heavy for varmints smaller than the
coyote or fux, and a bit loud for use away from the wide
open spaces.

We purchased 13 niodels in 11 major hrands, Eight rifles
were 22-250s and four \\.,ce 2225 (mwdels available in
both calibers were tested in.22-230), The other te-ted rifle,
the poPular I inchester 70, was not avaitable in ither cali-
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. ber at the time we purchased our test models, although it's

.

now being made in .22-250. Qur Winchesier fived a 225
caliber bullet, slightly shotter in range than the .22-250.

Al the models we tested are repeaters, except for the
top-ratedd Ruger. That unique rifle has a dropping-block,
single-shot action. You operaté it by pushing down a
hmgcd lever extending beneath the trigger guard.

The tifle versus the varmint

Above all, the varmint rifle must be accurate. A bullet
that hits the target a couple of inches off your aiming point
can still bring down a deer, but it may completely miss a
prairie dog, crow or weodchuck. To meet our consultants’
standard of accuracy for a rifle often called upon to hit
small targets at long distances, 2 rifie must be capable of
grouping all its shots within 2 circle of about one inch
diameter at 100 yards {one minute of angle, or MOA).
We filted each rifle with a high-quality, high-powered tele.
scopic sight and, after a 50-shot “break-in,” fired groups of
five shots from a rest.

We tested all the rifles with commuercial annnunition and
checked most of them with carefully hand-loaded ammuni-
tion as well. As would be expected, the rifles fired with
both types of ammo proved more consxstently accurate witl
the hand-loaded type than with the commerci product.
The check rated Tradewinds, tor examplc, shat =h~htly cut-

side the MOA with commercial eammo, within the MOA .

with hand-loaded ammo,

Nine models werc judged consistently capable of MOA

accuracy with either type of ammunition. The HE&ER was
only slightly outside the MOA limit; the Suvage 340 and
the similar Western Field were significantly further out,

We checked the fired cases for excessive expansion. All
checked out satisfactorily, indicating that cases fired in
these 1ifles could probably he reloaded up to about 20 or
30 times.

While firing for accuracy, we judged the quality of the
trigger pull and the smoothness and ease of opevation of
the bolt and the repeating mechanism. As a aroup, our
varmint rifles exhibited better trigger pevformance than
most guus of othar types CU has tested in the past. That
is as it should be, since a good trigger pull~light and
without nmuticeable crecp—-cmzlubu{es greatly to the ac-
curacy a varmintes must have. & pult of four or five pounds
is abuut rigid. A heaviec poll may cost you in steadings;
a lighter pull cisks accidental discharge.
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YOL may have to adjust the trigger pull—or bave a gun-
smith do it—once you get the rifle home. We judged the
trigger pulls on most of the tested rifles a little heavy as
ret.clved, but the pull was adjustable on all but the three
lowest-ranked models. Where a trigger showed noticeable
creep, it’s mentioned in the Ratings. )

The lightest trigger pull was on the Tradewinds, which
has ‘'a double-sat trigger. To set the {ront trigger, the one
that fires (he rifle, you must first pull the rear trigger rather
hard (about seven pounds on our sample). Then the front
trigger responds to a pull that can safely be set very light
mdeed Ours was adjusted for less than a onepound pull.

The five check-rated models were judged very good in

both trigger pull and mechanical operation (see table, page -

158) and, of course, they were judged consistently capable

of meeting the minimum MOA criterion, at least with hand.-

loaded ammunition.
The sixth-ranked rifle, the Remington 700, exhibited a

potentially dangerous flaw as HIst tested.. lhere was so

lille “clearance between the trigger and the trigger guard

ing a rifle to test the safoly in the store. If the trigger can be
moved with the safcty on, make sure it returns to its full
{orward position after you pull it.

We also gave weight in the Ratings ta checkering and
other grip-improving devices. Those qualitics affect not
only the appearance of the rifle (an important matter to
many purchasers) but also the ease of holding and firing.
Good, sharp checkering helps you keep a firm grip; a
raised checkpicce helps you pasition your head for a good

" sighting picture. The stocks of all but five models (Ruger,

Savage 110C, Remingion 788, Savage 340 and Western
Field) had raiscd ChCCLplCLC:, and all hut the Remington
788 had checkered grips and fore-ends. Cut checkering
(formed by actual removal of wooed) gencrally providcs
. The Ruger, Wea-

a belter grip than impressed checkering

. therby, Sako, Browning, T'radewinds, BSA and H&R mod-

els had cut checkering. The Winchester, Savage 110C,
Savage 340 and Western Field had impressed checkering
that we judged not sharp enough to hclg your grip much.
The checkering on_the Remmgtan 700

lhat when the trigger was pulled with the sa “salety on 1_{some-
“thing you or a i Iriend might do ‘when mglltmg Jown the
~yifle or “trying it “for tecl), the trigeer elimes iaxled to
8 A e TRy
“roturn to its forward position. Ana wi
baaf"pﬁtmn, gl would ! fire wntimut warn
fiine e Safety was moved to the firc position. The n 1

mm pexsxsted for more than 100~ Tirings before thc 1 lgger
Wore i and pmformea morimally."An_unwary bli)el‘ nun'ht

]mve caused a serions acmﬂeﬁﬁ)y then;

Althouvh we )udved ﬂﬁeﬁcwncy more a sample defect
than a de51gn shortcoming, we nevertheless downrated the
Remington 700 because of it. We would warn anyone buy-

Special needs, special features

The varmint hunter may drive around a good deal be.
tween shots, looking for his game. Se he should be able
to unload his rifle quickly, without working each canridgc
through the action (it’s dangerovs to carry a loaded gun in
a car, and usually illegal). W]th eight of the tested repeat.
ers you could remove cartridges C&blly through a hinged
floor plate at the bottom of the magazine. Five models had a
removable box magazine, also judged satisfactory.

Rather than load and unload a magazine, many varmint
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hough impressed,
" did provide enough friction to improve trgnp
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VARMINT RIFLES contlinued

hunters prefer to load a single cartridge into the chamber,
since a missed varmiat scldom stays put for a sccond shot
anyway. The single-shot Ruger, judged the smoothest-oper-
ating wodel tosled, was also judged the most convenient for
loading a single carlridge. .

The Savage 340 and similar Western Field were the only
tested rifles that wéve sometimes difficult to load singly, The
tip of the cartridge occasionally jammed against the rear
edze of the firing cliamber.

The varminter generally prefers a bolt action to other
repeater actions. Its strength, rigidity and correspouding
potential for accuracy recommend it. Except for the single-
shot Puger, all the tested models have bolt actions. And
they are all drilled so that they can be fitted casily for
telescope sights, which are essenlial for small targets al
long ranges. The Ratings also note five models that ace
equipped with open iron sights. But open sights are next to
useless for varmints at ranges beyond about 75 yards.

In the past, rifles made specifically for varmint shooting
typically had heavier barrels than other rifles; heavy barrels
presumably contributed to the accuracy varmint shooting
demands. Among the tested models, only the Winchester 70,
Remington 700 and Sako were available with heavy barrels,
an extra-cost option on each of them. The heavier barvels
of those thice did help in holding the rifle steady. But most
varmint huntcrs shoot prone or from a rest; and our
regular-barrel rifles shot about as accurately fron: a rest as
did the heavy-barrel guns. :

The spartsman who displays his guns in a rack or on a
wall will want a rifle that is as pood in looks as in per-

. formance. Some models are offered in several “grades,” or

price lines that differ from each other chicfly in finish and

T T .
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To opcrate the donble-set trigger on the Tradewinds, you first
il the vear trigger haid. That sets the front trigger foc a
light pull. As on most modcls, trigger pull is adjustable

werkinanship, Where a choice was offered, we bouglit the
lowest grade. Somnc models, as the Table shows, were never-
theless judged high in quali:y of finish and workmanship.

Choosing your varminter

The five check-rated models are rated about equal in
those factors that may spell the difference between a hit and
a miss. We rated the Ruger and the Weatherby above the
other check-rated models because of their excellent finish
and workmanship. However, those models are priced con-
siderebly higher than the Saie Vixven aud Browning Safari
{whose finish and workmanship were judged nearly as
good) and more than $100 higher than the Tradewinds,
the other check-rated model. Keep in mind, loo, that you
can cut about $15 from the price of the Sako by buying
it with a standard barrel. For a utility or knockabout gun
with zood accuracy, the Remington 788, listed at $84.93, or
the Savage 110C, at $127.50, would be good buys.

CHARACTERISTICS AND SPECIFICATIONS OF VARMINT RIFLES

IEY: €, Excellent; V&, Very Good; G. Good: F, Fair

Meehanfeal
operation
ACCEPTABLE—Very Good
J4YRUGER NUMBER ONE S26M VG
V‘YWEATHERBY VARMINTMASTER DELUXE YG
L7SAKO VIXEN B 141 F vG
L+TBROWNING SAFAf! 160703 VG
JITRADEWINDS 607K VG
ACCEPTABLE—Good
REMINGTON 700 8DL #5923 G-to VG
BSA MOMARCH DELUXE VG
WINCHESTER 70 VARKHNT G
SAVAGE f10 C [
H & R 300 ULTRA F
REMINGTON 728, #9736 G
- ACCEPTALLE —Fsi
SAVAGE 340 G
WARDS WESTERM FIELD Cat. Mo. 714 G

Trizzer Finlsh and Viaiglit Magazine
tull workmanshig {nearest ¥4 12.) tanacity (¥
vG € ] —
L(] E 6% 3
VG VG 7% 6
VG VG B 5
YG G-to-vG 6% 3
VG G B 4
G GtaVC 7 6
VG F-to-G 9 5
G F-to-G 8% 4
YaG G-1o-VG 7 5
G F-to-G 7% 3
F F 7 a
F F 7 4

B figrres give capacicy of wogrtine only; they do not inclede cariridg? in chumbar.
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The sleader, tapered barrel of the Weatlierhy is in ronsiderable contrast to the extra-cost
heavyweight varmint barrel of the Remington 700. A heavier berrel may somctimes help
“you hald a rifle sieadier, but the stundard barrels were as accurate when fired [rom a rest

RATINGS OF VARMINT RIFLES

Listed in order of cslimated overall quality based on field tests ard eligineering
judgments. Closely ranked models within groups differed little in overall quality.
All models provide for mounting a telescopic sight, Except as noted, each has
"™ "a bolt-action repeating mechanism, trigger-pull adjustment, hingcd floor plate,
24-in. bharrel of standard weight, sling attaclhments, single trigge: with no ap-
preciable creep and a stock with raised cheekpiece and checkering ‘udged of ade-
quale sharpness to provide a good grip. Unless otherwise indicated, each
was tested in .22-250 caliber and was judged capable of MOA accuracy,
that is, of placing 5-shot groups within a 1-In. circle at 100 yd. LExcept as noted,
none has sights. Prices ave list; discounts may be available on some models.

ACCEPTABLE—Very Good

Q Except for finish and workmanship the following five
models were judged approximately equal in overall quality
(sec table on Jacing page).

WRIJGER HUABER OME 526 (Sturm, Ruger & Co., Inc., Southport,
Conn.), $280. Dropping-hlock, lever-action, single-shot. Barrel length,
26 in. No raised cleekpicee. According to the manufacturcr, model
availuble with 22in, barrel, medium.weight or lightweight, at same
price (not tested), and in .222 caliber (not tested), at same price.

me'mznav VARMINTHMASTER DELUXE (Weatherhy, Inc., South Gate,
Calif.), §295. ’

'W:AKD VIXEN 8 141 F (Firearms Iaternational Corp., Washington,
D.C.), §206. .222 caliber. Tested with heavyweight barrely similac
model with standard barrel available at $192.55 (ant tesied).

WDROWHING SAFAR 160709 (Browning Arms Co., Moargan, Ululn),
$207.50. Also available in 222 caliber (not tested).

W'IHADEWINDS 607X (Tradewinds, Inc.,, Tacoma, Wash.), §169.50.
Barrel length, 234 m. Fied with MOA accuracy with hand-loaded
ummunition, but not swith commercial ammunition. Rermovahle bax
magazine. Only model tested with double sct tiiguer, judged an aid
to accuracy (sce story). Also avatlable in .222 caliber (not tested).

ACCEPTABLE—Cood

REPIBCTON 700 DL #5928 (Reniinglon Arms Cn., Inc., Bridzepart,
Conit.y, S16295. Tested with heavyweight hareels sindilac radel
with standard bareel available at §15495 (nad tested ), Undar certain
eircumstances, it was poii
releasing the 3

caliber. Bacrel length, 22 in. S]ig.hz trigger creep. Has fron <izhis.

WIRGHESTER 70 YARMET (Winchester-Western, New Haven, Conn.),
$169.95. Tested in .225 caliber hecause not availahle in 222 or
.22.250 in time for testing. According to the manufacturer, yrodel
now available In .22.250. Tested with hcavyweight barrel: similar
niodel with standard barrel available at $§149.95 (not tested). Check-
ering judged of inadequate sharpness for good grip.

SAVASE 110 € (Savage Arms Div. Emhart Corp., Westfield, Mass.),
§127.50. Removable box magazire. Slight trigger creep. No shing
attachments or raised cheekpiece. Checkering judged of inaduyuate
sharpness for good grip.

H&R 300 ULTRA (Harrington & Richardson. Tne., Worcester. Mass,),
$205. Fired with slightly less than MOA accuracy. Barrel length,
22 in. Has iron sights.

REAUNGTON 708, F£9736 (Remington Arms Co., Ine.), $81.95. Remov-

able box magazine. No trigger-pull adjustmeni, sling auachments,
checkering, or raised cheekpiece. [las iron sights.

RCCEPTABLE—Fair

q The jollowing two models were considerably less accurate
than those preceding.

JAVAGE 340 (Savage Arms Div., Ewhart Corp.), $73.30. 222 caliber.
Remwovable box magazine, Stight trigger erecp. No triggerpull
adjustment, sling attachments, oc raised cheekpivce. Has dron sights.
Chackering judged of inadequate sharpness for znod grip. Some-
time: jammed when loaded sinely.

YIAEDS V/ISTERN FIELD Cor Moo 714 DMontzonuy Ward), $35.94 plus
shipping. Appears similac to Satage J10, proceding, execept stock
made of softer waod. All othier coin nents apply.

COMSUMEPR. REFORIS  §E9
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