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cct J. P. MeAndrews
J. E. Dickey

"B;idgéport, Connecticut
July 24, 1968

T: | J. W. STONE

FRCM: P, E, MORGAN

SUBJBCT: MODETL 700 - Smm RIMINGTON MAGHUM RIFLE

This confirms ny varbal reply to your letter of July 8 regard-
ing our producing the subject rifle to tie in with the Sm
Rexmington magnum cartridge. : '
I would like to review your lettex proposal to L. J. S-oti in
‘ the order of the outline, '

"First, may I comment on the estimated scles of the .333 ealider
rifle that Browning, Savage and Winchester market, 2s you

indicate that the %= is in the .328 class. Prankly, I am estinat-
ing that the total sales figures for the three companiss are

very high, but as you s2y, Bud Wesks is recheeking this for you.

You also indicats that ths ,338 would have been in even greater
damand 1 the Model 700 had baen cham®sred for it. This is
Cuestionable, as I believe we would have only shzared in this
limited markot. : A

The .333 bullet weights of 260, 250 and 300 grains caertainly limit
the use of tha cartridge for anything but Alaskan brown baar,

elk, moose and nfrizan big gzms., Your bromoszal furthzr mentions
five bullet wesignts batween 200-300 grain £or the Smm waich

would likewise limit the markst as indi=cted for the «333. The
guns and cartridyes that ve sell in voluwe ars used on much
sm2ller game, '
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The Model 700 - 7rm-175 grain cartridge is 2iso used on heavy
game. On the cthsr hand, the combination is addpteble for
smallex gama with a 125 and 150 grain bullet, Ths 7im is
mentionsd for comparative evaluation only, and of course, thore
are othexs that fall in the sama cateyory,

‘Your proposal next suggests that we drop the Model 700-,264
Winchester magnum to make room for tha Sm, I would like %o
point out that ths ,264 cartridges are available in two bullet
weights, 100 grain and 140 grain, which puts them in a diffexent
class than ths 9 or ,332. Furthermore, orders for the :
"Model 700~,264 caliber yifles through July 22 totaled 1191 wnits,
To dizcontinue this caliber would turn most of the businews bask
to Winchester and Savage, Tha initial reason for marketing the
-264 was to curtail competitive sales, and it has dons Just that,
for the volume wa are Presently enjoying is at the expense of
Viinchester and Savaga, . : - :

Thz proposal indicates nex: that we should not anacuncs the
Model 700-.350 Remington magnum in 1969, 7The Yeason Hr the
ennouncement is ghooter demand and Harketing believes it will
'strengthen our position for the Ramington ,350 magnunm calibax,
Row only in the Model 660. Orders received through July 22 for
Fodel 660~.350 magnum totals 1348 units.

. - © In conclusion, it would appear that further study must he mads
bafors we get too deeply involved in the propesal and develop~
meat of the 9mm gun and ammunition combination, '

The proposal for the ,17 caliber refarred +to ip o separate létior
has zppeal, Ilion, as you knsw, has been working on this
development, but undsr a low prioxity, as barrel life accuracy

1z alarmingly short, . T

The Government as you know, has obtainzd from soma private sourca
guns chambered for the .17 calibar, and I understand they have
enzountered accuracy and barrel 1ifs Problens too,

Ilion is in the process of reaking test barrels for ths .17

ealidber, and our RgD grouns at both plants will have to give us
ore encouraging nsws before we make a judgment,

Frii/es
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