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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE DISTRICT OF OREGON

® & % % % % % & & %* % & %X & & ® ¥ & X & * * * ¥ & * *

TERI SEE and DARREL SEE,
wife and husbang,

REMINGTON ARMS COMPANY, INC.,
a Delaware corporation,

* % k ® £ & % &k k * % * K & ® & ® * & & ® ¥ & * K * ® *

Held at

Plaintiffs,

Defendant.

Remington Arms
Ilion, New York
August 17, 1982

DEPOSITION of JAMES SNEDEKER, taken

by the Plaintiffs.

APPEARANCES:

BODYFELT, MOUNT, STROUP & CHAMBERLAIN, ESQS.

Attorneys for Plaintiffs
229 Mohawk Building

222 S.W. Morrison Street
Portland, Oregon

BY: PETER R. CHAMBERLAIN, ESQ., of Counsel
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APPEARANCES: (Cont'd.)

SCHWABE, WILLIAMSON, WYATT, MOORE & ROBERTS, ESQS.
Attorneys for Defendant

1200 Standard Plaza

_Portland, Oregon

BY: JAMES HUEGLI, ES8Q., of Counsel

ALSO PRESENT:

- ROBERT SPERLING, ESQ., Associate Counsel for
r A Ramington

Lorraine Smith,
Reporter
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STIPULATTIONS

At sald time and place, the folldwing

stipulation was entered-into by counsel present

for the respective parties. It is hereby
stipulated and agreéd by and between the p@rties
hereto, through their respective counsels, that

the deposition of James Snedeker, a material
witness called for the examination by Plaintiffs
may be taken before Lorraine Smith, a Notary Public,
at this time and place on oral interrogatories,
direct and cross, to be propounded to the Deponent.
It is further sctipulated that all irregularities

as to notice of time and place and manner of

taking said deposition are hereby waived, except

that each party reserves the right to object

~at the time of trial to any question or answer

but:that.objoctions:as"toithof£6rm»df:the E

.questions or irresponsiveness of the answers

are waived unless made at the time of takinq

said deposition.
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We have been introduced. I represent Mr. and Mrs. See
in aiigwsuit that is pending;in Oregon against
Remington Arms Company that arises out of a gunshot
wound to Mrs. See that we allege occurred when this

rifle that is to my left discharged when the safety

S NEDEIKER P having been duly sworn
by a Notary Public in the State of New York,

testified under his ocath as follows:

Would you state yoﬁ:;full name for the record?
James Richard Snedeker.

And what is your address?

Pardon me?

What is your address?

R.D. #2, Bell Hill Road, Xlion, New York, 13357,
Are you an employse of the Remington Arms?
Yes, I am.

What is your present position?

I am a chief supervisor of Quality Control.
How long have you had that position?

Since November of last year, 1981.

Okay. Mr. Snedeker, my name is Peter Chamberlai

N
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was put to the fire position.

This is our opportunity to talk to you about

this Jawsuit and about Remington Arms and your job,
and Qﬁ;taver you might know that may be of some  -help
to u§;:

: Have you had it explained to you what a
&eposition is?

| A Yes. I think so.

Q You understand that you are under oath. It
is as though you were in a court of law.

A Yes,

Q For the court reporter's benefit, it is
important for you to answer in yeses and noes and not
uh~-huhs or huh-uhs or nods of the head. It is
important for me and also probably for your company
that you un&erstand my question before you try to
answer it. I would appreciate it if you would listen
to mj queation. If there is a problem with my

queaﬁ#on, tell me what the problem is and ask me to

clariff or to explain what I mean so that you are sure

you understand my question, that you understand what

I an asking you for. Okay?
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A Okay.

Q And your lawyers are here in the room. 1If you
need to confer with them, you are free to do so either in
the room or outside of th§~:oom. -We are in no particular

hurry, and we can take just ai:}ong as you need. $8§o be

sure you understand what I am asking you before you answer

A I understand.

Q Okay. Could you give me a brief historical
sketch of your education, please?

A Graduated from high school in 1962, attended
Utica College of Syracuse University and graduated in
1967 with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in psychology. I
went in the Air Porce for four-and-a-half years. Upon
getting out of the Air Force, I started employment at
Remington Arms and started attending night school. I
have a Bachelor of Technology Degree in mechanical

technology from the State University of New YorkiCpllege

of _Téchnology. That is a summary of my educational

exparlﬁﬁce.
”Qq what did you do ‘in the Air Force?
A I was an airborn weapon controller. Iﬁieft

the service with the rank of captain. Most of my job
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entailed flying combat missions in Southeast Asia.
Q As in Viet Nam?
o 9 And in the environment.
 g- When you say "airborn weapon controller,”
docst;gﬁt mean yoﬁ were at the business end of a machine
gun,‘or were you somehow involved in the weapons,
maintenance?
A No. My job basically entailed sitting behing
a radar screen and pointing weapons toward their
targets.
Q Is it fair to say that none of your experience
in the Air Force prepared you for your present job?
A Nothing specifically prepared me.
Q I guess, out of the Air Force you came right
tc Remington?
A After about a four-month period of time.
Q That would have been 1971 or '72?

A I believe I started at Remington in January

Q What is your age?
A I am presently thirty-eight.

Q When you started with Remington, what position

MARTIN MURPHY, CSR, P.C.
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did you start in?

A I ran machines in Department 70.

Wl Is that making. gun parts?

| ﬂ . Yes. ﬂ |

~Q When did fou get 1ﬁ§o;ved in management?
A I couldn't give you the exact date, bqﬁ

probably around '74, '75, in that time period.

0 What year did you get your Bachelor of
Technology Degree?

A 1981, June of 1981.

Q Okay. Is that something you were encouraged
to do by your employer?

A It is something I did on my own because I
was interested in it.

0 pid it give you more opportunities here at
the company?

A Yes, it 4did.

Q Okay. You started out as a machine operator.
Can y;ﬁ trace for me in bricfrfashion what jobs you
held»with Remington since 19727

A I started out as a machine operator. From

there I went to the quality control department. I

MARTIN MURPHY, CSR., P.C.
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basically started out doing machine capability studies.
From there, I did some component audits. After I left
the quality control department, I went into the
engfne;ring section, procéss engineering section, and
becagaxa purchase parts engineer. PFrom purchas;»ﬁarts
enqi:;;r, I became the-foreman of the quality control
department. After I left the quality control deﬁ;rtment,
I became the supervisor of testing and mechanical analysis
in the research division, and from that job to my

current job in November of last year.

e As chief sgupervisor?

A As chief supervisor of the quality control
departnment.

Q Does that mean you are number one in quality
control in this company?

A No. I wouldn't say that. My direct supervisor
48_1in charge of the quality contrél department. I
work#or him. |

¢==-.What is his name?

W&;%”;Jghn'hinde.

Q He is in charge of --

A He is in charge of Process Engineering &and
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and Control, which includes both the process engineerirng
groups and the quality control groups.

20 So you would have a peer in Process

‘Engineering that: is basically:-at your-same.:.level who

would also respond to Mr. Liﬁd.,'is that right?z;~

X There are other peOPie in process Enqineering.
Although they aren't chief supervisors, there are
supervisors that report to Mr. Linde that are comparable

to the type of work I am doing.

Q Is there more than one?

A There are, I believe, three, four supervisors.
Q What are their names?

A Gerald Hill, lLawrence Bosguet.

o Do you knovw how to spell that?

A B-o~s-g-u-e-t. Philip Johnson, Jerry Burns.

And Jerry Burns reports to me, through me to John Linde.
Q Are there other chief supervisors in the

quality control department?

A No.

0 You are the only: one?

A That is correct.

Q What was your position at Remington in 19767

MARTIN MURPHY, CSR. P.C.
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A I believe I was the foreman of the quality

control department at that time.

=Q who is the foreman now?
:iﬂ Bill Warren,:Jr.
;df~ Are there two Bill'ﬁarrens wdrking hef;?
A Y.
Q That is William A. Warren?
A William A, warren, Jr.
0 As foreman of Quality Control in 1976, one

of your products that you would oversee would be the
Model 7002

A At that point in time, my job consisted of
looking at some of the components for the Model 700,

Q When you say "some components,” does that
reflect the fact that some components are manufactured
outside of Remington?

A That is right.

. Q Were you in 1976 in charge of the quality
conthl on all parts that were manufactured in plant?
ﬂ;i_ I would say yes.
Q Was there someone else in Remington that was

in charge of the gquality control of parts manufactured

MARTIN MURPHY, CSR, P.C.
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outside of the plant?

A Yes.

Q Who was that?

A' If I remenber cﬁrractly, I believe it was
Lawrence Bosquet.

Q Why don't you just givé me a brief overview

of what Quality Control would do back in '76., Assume

we are talking about the guality control of a Model 700.

A What I was responsible for at that time?
A There were basically three majbr things that

the department did at that time; one - was to do the
machine capability studies,

Q What does that mean?

A Machine capability studies are measurements
of parts as they come off the machine to determine
statistical controllability of the machine.

Q- In other words, we say we want to build
whatever it may be, safety léber, and have it 3.015
inch;s long within a tolerance of two thousandths. You
would then check to see if it is falling within those

tolerances?

MARTIN MURPHY. CSR, P.C.
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A That is

(Y What 1is

y What we
audiéﬁprocedure.

compogqnts out of

and inspection of

basically correct, yes.

number two.

call finished gun-audit, which:is™an
We take stamps of the finished

the wareho;se and do an extensive test

those finished firearms to determine

i1f they meet &ll specifications.

0 Is that done on a random basis?
A Yes.
0 Again, concentrating our attention on the

700, how many would you do out of every one thousand

guns manufactured?

A I don't believe I can give you those figures

exactly. Probably the closest figure I can give to ycu

is a one percent sampling of everything going into the

warehouse. It would be ptoportionalvfor the amount of

volume on the 700'

it wéuld be.

& at that time. I don't know what

0 If you had produced one thousand guns at

thatwfime, you would beilooking at ten guns?

A I would

say that is probably a falr estimate.

Don't hold me to the figures, though.

MARTIN MURPHY, CSR, P.C.
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Q But it is a ballpark figure, anyway?
A Well, it is proporticnal toc whatever the
volume was at that time, yes.

Q7 What does that hean? If you have a higher

3 "

~volume, you would look at a higher percentage --

A Correct.,
Q. -- or & lower percentage?
a Yes.

Q Which?

A Either. If there is a higher volume, we would
take a greater sampling. It is on a percentage basis,
So if you have more 700's going into the warehouse, for
example,‘we would take a larger proportion of those
as a sample. If the volume had dropped off for some
reason on the 700's, we would take & lower percentage,

Q. But the percentage of sgmpling always stays
around one percent?

© B The percent would stay around one percent,
but t;o total number would viﬁy. |
mz- Why don't you £511 me what number three is.
A The other major function of the department

at that time was what we call components audit. This is

MARTIN MURPHY, CSR, P.C.
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where we have auditors go around and sample work coming
off the machines or in pans. They would then put those
parts through the gauges that are available on the job

to deﬁarmine whether they are meeting quality specifica-

tions or not.

Q This is a random sampling during production,
then?

A Yes, it is.

Q That only involves work and process. It

doesn't involve end product, right?

A what do you mean by "end product?"”

Q Completed firearms.

R Yes. Let me qualify that a bit. There is
sampling done of the end product, but it was not done
by my department at that time, per se.

Q Someone else in Quality.Assurance was
involved in the final product audit¢?

A That is right.

whi Okay.
Telimme, if you can, what that audit consisted of.
What would they do?

A It is basically a three-phase examination of

Let's go back to the finished gun audit.

MARTIN MURPHY, CSR. P.C.
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the gun. The first phase is an overall outside look
at the gun. First we look at the carton it is in. We
make sure that all of the instruction folders, that
all éf the hang tags, any accessorles that are supposed

3

to befwith the model, are thére;‘thai the serial

B

number matches the serial number at the end of the box.
We then make sure the gun is packed correctly; tha£ it
has all the styrofoam inserts it is supposed to have.
We open -- after opening up the carton, take the gun
out and start examining the gun, giving it an overall
outeide look. We look for all the code stamps, to
make sure it has been proofed and tested, to make
sure the assembly stamp is there, that all the test
stamps are there.

There are various safety tests done. We
check the functions of the firearm to make sure that

it functions as it should, that the bolt operates the

way 1£}shou1d, that the safety lever operates as it
should, and so forth., The bore is checked for any
obstructions. We check the heading, make sure it is

working properly. Then we go into what is called ~-

at this time, we also do an overall visual inspection to

MARTIN MURPHY, CSR. P.C.
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make sure there ie no mars or scratches on the metal
or wood components. We give it a good visual examination.
The second phase, we take the gun back into

thelégilery and put it through extended functioﬁ;tests

PO

where ﬁp actually put rounds through the gun to ﬁ&ké

A, X

sure it fires properly. 1In soméhcases we check the
accuracy of the firearm to make sure it meets spaéifica-
tions. It is a test over and above what the gallery
test would be.
We bring the gun back in, completely tear
iﬁ down in the thixrd phase looking for worn or missing
parts internally.
Q After the teardown, 1s the gun =-- Strike that.
Assume 1t has passed all tests, is it
reassembled and put back into the box?
A If it is all right, yes, it goes back into
the packing area. It is repackagéd and put back into
the warehouse as a good product. If‘there is8 some
problem found in the gun, it is kept out and shown to
the préduction supervisor and any other interested
people at that time so that corrective action can be

taken.

MARTIN MURPHY, CSR, P.C.
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¢ If you find a probler, do ycu then look at all
guns then produced right before and right after the
problem gun to see if you can eliminate the probiem?

AI It depends on wﬂat the problem is. If.it is
a minqr problem, scratch, wh#tever, we would not.

[+ But 4if it is a problem where you think you
might have gotten bad parts, you would check back to
where you would have good parts?

A That is right.

0. As part of the finished gun audit, you perfornm
the gallery test. Do you perform that on it?

A It is an extended gallery test. The normal

gallery test is so many rounds. We do about four times

that.
G How about the proof test?
A We do not reproof the guns.
Q Again, we are talking about December of 1976,

that year, at that time. Did you, as part of your
finished gun audit, perform a trick.test or null test
on Ehé,guns at that time?-

A No.

o] Do you know what the trick test is?

MARTIN MURPHY. CSR. P.C.
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A Yes, I doc,

Q Is that the same as the null test?

A . Yes, it is.

 gw How about Model 700's, say, produced a year
ago, wexre you performing the trick test as part of your
finished gun audit?

A I believe they were. I was not in Quality
Contrcl during that time period, but I believe they

probably were.

o) So in 1976, they were not and in 1981, they
wvere?

A Tc the best of my knowledge, ves.

0. Was this a policy change in Quality Assurance,

do you know?

A What do you mean, "a policy change?"

o} Dc you know why at one gime they were not
performing that test as part of the finished gun audit
and fhéy changed?

A~ I believe it probably had to do with what
happ;ﬁ;d with the Model 60b in Texas.

Q The Coats Case?

A Yes.,

MARTIN MURPHY, CSR. P.C.
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MR. CHAMBERLAIN: C-o-a-t-s.
ME. HUEGLI: Could you read the last

B couple of questions back, please.

h (The folloﬁing was read back by thé
reporter as follows: "QUESTION: Was this a
policy change in Quality Assurance, do you
know? AKSWER: What do you mean, 'a policy
change?' QUESTION: Do you know why at one
time they were not performing that test as
part of the finished gun audit and they changed?
ANSWER: I believe it probably had to do with
what happened with the Model 60( in Texas.
QUESTION: The Coatrs Case? ANSWER: Yes.")

MR. HUEGLI: Off the recoxd.
(A discussion was held off the record.)
BY MR. CHAMBERLAIN:

Q At the present time in Quality Control, as
partaof-the finished gun audit, do you do the trick
testr&; the Model 7007?

Y I believe we do.

Q Do you know when the change was made between

not performing the trick test to performing it as part

MARTIN MURPHY, CSR, P.C.
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of the qualicy audig?
A Ne, I don't.
Q But you do know it was sometime between '76

and '81, righe?

A Yes.
0 Who would know that?
A I am vrying to think of a specific name. It

would be & matter c¢f checking the records, I am sure.

0 In Quality Assurance?

A Probably Bill W&rren would be the name to
check.

0 What are hang tags?

A These are tags that identify the gun as to

the model, caliber, karrel length, other specifications.

They are attached to a string which is generally

attached to the trigger guard. It helps identify the

g Is all that information on one tag?
& I believe it is.
,ﬁggx And that comes. with a new gun?

A Yes.

Q And you also get an instructicen folder?

MARTIN MURPHY, CSR, P.C.
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A, Thatv is right.
Q Okay. Is there anything else that comes

wgghﬁﬁgft gun? I mean, I know you have scme styrofoam

and ggpbably some plastic in a box.

LT

fL When vou say "that gun,' do vou mean the
Model .7007?
a Yes, right., I am sorry. In December of 1976,

I am talking about¢.

A There may be some accessories, such as a sling
strap with it. I don't believe there is anvthing
other than that.

0 How about on the box itself, is there any
orinted instructions, directiorns, warnings, anvthing
like that? Again, this is all as of December of 1976.

A No, not that I am aware of, nc.

G The reason I keep asking you to refer to that
particular date is that Remington‘has told me that this
rifle, Exhibit 2, was manufactured in December of '76.

" Why don't you just take a look at Exhibit 2
here:' I don't want you to do a complete finished gun

audit, butr I would like you tc just 4o the visual. Tell

me if it passeg, ard tell me on the record what you

MARTIN MURPHY, CSR. P.C.
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are doing as you are doing it.

A It has been quite awhile since I was involved
in fiqished gun audits directly. As I recall it, what
we wbuld normally do is, geng;ally, open the box, make
sure:tﬁat it has been packed‘co;rectly, that everyfhing
thatﬁis supposed to be in there is there; that is, the

instruction booklet, hang tags, whatever else is an

accessory. If it has a sling strap, that should be there.

We make sure the styrofoam inserts are all in the proper
place, that the gun is packed correctly so it is not
damaged in shipment. 1If everything is correct there,
we would take the gun out of the box and start a visual
examination of the gun. It varies from auditor to
auditor on how they would go about it, but they would
start at one end of the gun and work toward the other
end looking for visual problems. In this case, we
would look for any dings or mars, anything on the
outqide of the gun that would be visually objectionable
fromtéhe customer's point of‘Qiew in the visual nature.
We also check them to make sure all the test
stamps and code stamps are here and whether they are

correct. I believe we recoré who they are on the forms.

MARTIN MURPHY, CSR, P.C.
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see if

A

o

I

> o

Why don't you take a look at these stamps and
they are all there.

To the best of my knowledge, they are.

What stamps do y°§ see? |

There is the assemﬁie:'s stanp.

Which is designated as what?

A 26, in this case.

That is his code number?

I believe so.

Okay.

All right. Next to it, there is a date code,

which is the year and the month that the firearm was -

Q

A

What is the date code on that one?

XI.

Do you know what that means?

No, not right off. I would have to look
coding.

Okay. Go ahead.

Next to that, there is the tester stamp.

Is that the one that is a little symbol?

Inspector's stamp, excuse me, yes.

And that looks like a bell?

MARTIN MURPHY, CSR. P.C.
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A

That is right. On the other side, we have
stamp.

How is that designated?

It is an REP inside an oval.

That means the gun‘has passed the proof test?
Yes. | |
What does REP stand for?

I don't know.

Would that be somebody's initials?

I don't have the vaguest idea. It has always

been REP for as long as I can remember. There is a

tester stamp, the man who tested and targeted the

firearm.

Q

A

How is that designated?

As a symbol here. I don't know what the symbol

is without looking at the coding chart.

e

A

it?

Could you describe it for me?
No. I would have to look at the coding.

Can you point it out to me so I can remember

Okay.

Sort of a little squiggle?

MARTIN MURPHY, CSR. P.C.
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A Yes, squiggle. And then there is a magniflux
stamp, which is a letter inside a triangle.

0 What is that?

‘A AV,

gﬁi They have magnifluxed the metal and found no
daf;;ts, that’means? )

A Yes.

0 ¥What 40 you do next?

A We would check the heading by putting the
heading plugs in here to make sure the bolt would close.

o That is the distance between what I am
pointing to here and the front of the bolt when the bolt
is closed?

A It is the distance between a theoretical
surface down here, down here by the neck of the chamber,
and the bolt face.

Q The neck of the chamber»is what would keep the
shol;_from falling out?

A Falling out the boré, yes. It gives éupport
at the front end of the case. There is a dimension,
and it is specified in S.A.A.M.I. specifications what

that heading will be for a given caliber.
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Q And then you check the bore?

A We check the bore to make sure there is no
obstruction in the bore, so that when it £ires, there is
no p;;sibility of the gun blowing up in a face. We

check probably the magazine £0imak¢ sure it functions

properly, check the safety, make sure it functions

properly.
Q How do you perform that test or check?
A Normally, we close the bolt, put it in the

- fire position, see if the gun fires in the fire position,

open the bolt, put it in the safe position to check if
the fire pin will fall. &And they would also go ahead

and do the trick test, as you have called it.

o In 1976, they would not have done that?
A Right.
Q Wwhat is your understanding of how they would

perform the trick test when they ware doing it?
LA The way they woula do it now?
5. Or in '81, yes, whehever they were doing it.
;il Close the bolt, put the safety lever in the
mid position, all right , try to pull the trigger, see

if it falls, and then push the safety lever ¢off to see

MARTIN MURPHY. CSR. P.C.
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if it falls.

Q Push it to fire?
A To the fire position, yes.
-0  In your experience with a2 new rifle pulled out

of ségék for a finished gun audit, what has been the
cause or causes of a rifle to fail the trick test?

MR. HUEGLI: Objection. I don't think
he has testified that there ever has been one
that has failed. And I don't think we have
a distinction as to what model yet.

MR. CHAMBERLAIN: Well, we are talking
about the Model 700. That is all I am
talking about.

MR. HUBGLI: Okay. But I don't think he
has said he has had one fail.

BY MR. CHAMBERLAIN:

Q Are you aware of any new Model 700's being

pullidAout for a finished gun audit, having the trick

test performed on them and having the rifle fail the
A S
trick test? ‘

e [
A I am not avare of any. \)‘5
mamam S —
Q That takes care of that.

R ————.
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Now, you told me that you thought the reason

they began performing the trick test on new Model 700's

was because of what happened with the Model 600 in

Texas.

A That is my opinion, yes.

Q Okay. What is your understanding of what

happened with

the Model 600 in Texas?

A My understznding of what happened?

0 Right.

MR. HUEGLI: I would object to the

form of the question as being overly broad.

In other words, in the lawsuit, in the

settlement, or how Mr. Coats was shot, or just

everything?

BY MR, CHAMBERLAIN:

o Well, did you understand the question?

A I am not too clear on what specifically you

are asking.

0 All
your opinion,
700's as part

what happened

right. You told me that the reason, in
they began doing the trick test on the
of the finished gun audit was because of

to the Model 600 in Texas. My question is,
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what 1s your information or your understanding as to
what happened to the Model 600 in Texas as it relates
to the 7007
A All right.
. MR. HUEGLI: Same objection. What
hapéened to it?
MR, CHAMBERLAIN: Yes,
BY MR. CHAMBERLAIN:
0 Mr. Snedeker, he has to make these objections.
That docesn't mean that you shouldn't answer the question.
You can answer. We will have to argue about this later,
whether I am right or he is right.
MR, HUEGLI: Do you understand the
quéstion?
THEE WITNESS: I think I do, but I guess
I am still not totally clear.
MR. CHAMBERLAIN: All right.
BY MR. CHAMBERLAIN:
QP‘ I am being somewhat vague. I will admit fhat,
but %hh;reason I am being vague is because I am not sure
what you meant by your prior answer. You told me because

of what happened with the 600 in Texas they began doing
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the trick test on new 700's.

A And you are asking me why I think they
starteg doing the trick test on the 700's because of
the éoats Case?

o Yes. ‘

L It is my opinion that it was a reaction on the
part of the peocple here in the plant because of the
Coats Case tc start looking at all our models much more
severely than perhaps they are esven required. But it
was a reaction to that incident in Texés that we tried
to put more stringent tests on the firearms than we
had previously, not just the 600's but all models.

0 Okay. As I understand it, they don't
manufacture the 600's anymore, true?

A That is right.

0 Do you know when they stopped manufacturing
itz |

A_ Not specifically, no, I don't.

d Has it been a coupie years?

A Yes.

Q Are you familiar with the configurations of the

trigger mechanism and the safety mechanism, the fire
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contrecl, on both rifles?

A Fundamentally aware of what the fire control
lookgg;ike, what the components are in it.

o As I understand‘it, the 700 has undergone a
recenftchange where they removed the bolt lock?

LLV” That is my understandi#g, too. I am not
aware specifically of anything that has come through
the line yet that has changed, but only because I am
not directly involved in that on a day-to-day basis.

o} Is it your understanding that they still
produce the 700 in the old manner, where the bolt does
lock when the safety is put in the fire position?

A I don't feel gqualified to answer that. 1I
have been away from production, per se, on a day-to-day
basis for too long.

Q Okay. In any event, that is the only change
that has been made to the 700's fire control in the
last seven or eight years, isn't it?

-i:‘ Again, I don't feel qualified to answer that,
only,snéause I haven't beén in d@irect contact with the
day-to-day changes going on.

e You are familiar with a change made on the

MARTIN MURPHY. CSR. P.C.

S 1818



32

C

Model 600 at the time it was recalled.
MR. HUEGLI: Are you familiar? I object
to the form of the question. He is telling
you you are. Are you?

BY MR. CHAMBERLAIN:

Q Are you?

n Could you be a little more specific iﬁ the
question?

Q Sure. I have information from your employer

that in 1979, the Model 600 -~ correction. 1In 1978,
the Model 600 was recalled at least in part because of
the Coats Case and that as part of that recall, they
installed a different trigger mechanism. Are you
aware of that?

A Yes,

) What I am trying to do here is find out from
you the similarities and the differences between the
Model 600's and the Model 700'g firing control both

before and after the Model 600 recall.

A Yes. I understand.
Q Can you help me with that?
2 I am on unsure territory here. Again, I have
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not been in direct contact with either of those models
for a §ood many years only because I have been in other
positions that haven't directly related me to those
two éire controls. 2

%h?' Does a name come t;.mind that would best help
me in that area?

A Well, any of the people in Research, I am sure,
would be able to tell you better relative to the design
than I could.

Q Somebody like Linde?

A John would probably be gualified to do that,

yes.

0 How about Mr. Stekl?

-8 I think Jim would be aware of what is going
on there.

0 Do you have any informagion either from your

own observations or from something someone has £old you
or fr&hfsomething you have readﬁthat,would indicate that
the éﬁ;dition of the Model 600 that caused it ﬁo fail
the;éi;ck test was the same as the condition of the

Model 7007?

MR. HUEGLI: I object to the form of that
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question. I don't think that question is
capable of being answered.
BY MR..CHAMBERLAIN:
v§   Well, did you understand it?
'%# : I thought I did. ﬁbuld you say that queétion
again? |

MR. CHAMBERLAIN:  Read it back.

(The last question was read back by the
reporter as follows: "QUESTION: Do you have
any information either from your own observation
or from something someone has told you or from
something ycu have read that would indicate‘
that the condition of the Model 600 that
caused it to fail the trick test was the same
as the condition of the Model 7002")

THE WITNESS: The designs are similar.
They have similar components in them. But
in my opinion, I don't think the same coﬁdition
exiéted in the two éire controls., &Again, I
am not a designer. I don't know.

BY MR. CHAMBERLAIN:

Q Do you know what the condition was in the
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Model 600 that caused it to, at least some of the guns,
fail the trick test?

S I believe I do.

"o vwhat is i€z “
'fkfﬁ There is a position on that fire control
called the null position, wherein, there is the potantial
if one places the lever in that mid position and then
pulls the trigger and then pushes the safe to the
forward position, the gun may fire.

o] And what you have described for me is what

Remington calls the trick position?

A That is correct.
Q Is that correct?
A It requires two active steps; one, that you

purposely place the control in the null position, this
mid position.

Q Purposely or accidentally?

A Right.

ve
B

Q@ Either, ockay. If this safety were to stay in

_thatrﬁbsition that I am holding it in, which is somewhere

between safe and fire, can you hear that click?

A Yes.
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o If that safety had stayed in that position,
would you tell me, holding it, that would be the null
position?

’-A That is\basically correct.
e And then I pulled th.»trigger. and the sear
dropped or the t;igger connector came forward, correct?

A Yes.,

0 When I push this forward to fire, it ﬁill go

off, right?

A It may, Ye€s.
Q Now, if it did that, would you tell me, holding
it -- and this would be based upon your knowleage --

this would be a conditicon identical to the condition
you have described, the 600?

A In my opinion, yes.

Q Are there any records kept of the various
tests done on rifles when they are submitted to your -~
whatever you call it =-- finished gun audit?

A There are temporary records that are kept
for #~§hort period of time. Thease aré blue tags that

are attached to the gun at the finished gun audit

which list any defect or discrepancies found on the firearpm
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so those can be reviewed with the production people.
There is a weekly list published of the guns that
remain so they are reviewed with all the production
pcopf;;

.ﬁa- What happened to t£e raecords of that?

]

A Which records? -

c The weekly reports.

A They are kept on file.

0 Permanently?

A I don't know what the time length is, but they

are kept on file for several years probably.

o} Incidentally, you said you are unaware of any
Model 700 that went through a finished gun audit where
the trick test was done. You are unaware of any 700

that ever failed that test?

A At the finished gun audit?
o} Right.
Awk I am unaware of any.

O your position such that if one did fail
it, it would be brought to your attenfion?
A At the current time, yes,

0 How about over the last six years?
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A There are time spaces in there where I would
n;t have been aware. I was not working in proceaé
engineering and control during certain periods of tipe.

--Q; For a big part of that six years, right?
,A For at least two y;;rs“cf éhat time period.
MR. CHAMBERLAIst'Why don't we mark this.
(An owner's manual was marked Plaintiffs'’
Exhibit 10 for identification.)
BY MR, CHAMRERLAIN:

ol Are you familiar with how the serial numbers
are assigned to new rifles?

A Basically, yes.

o) Okay. Including the Model 700 as it was
manufactured in '76?

A I believe I do, yes.

1) Okay. 1Is it just a sequential number? If this
one is going to be 6,200,000, the next one will be
6,200,001?

_ A" That is correct.

iﬁ ' What about the ones that ha#e the designation A

before the number, what does that indicate?

L I don't know.
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I} In the process of assigning serial numbers,
let's say, you have a production run of some 700°'s
followed by some shotguns. Would they all be sequential?

wﬁfi I don't believe so. Normally, the models
are ;QSependent in terms of éerial numbers. |

f Q‘ I will show you a document that was pro#ided
by your employer. This 1s part of the recall documents
from the 600. At the top thers it lists a bunch of
numbers that are referred to as being assigned to

600's, 660's and XBl00's. Part of that highlighting

is in green. Do you see that?

A Yes, I do,
o) whv don't you read that to me?
A August 1975 to present serial numbers

A6,200,000 to current number.
Q And that is, they are describing serial numbers
that relate to a Model 6007 |
fX  That is correct.
'ﬁi‘ What is confusing to me is this. This one
has a serial number of A6;391,951.
MR. HUEGLI: 639 =-- 4did you get that?

THE WITNESS: No.
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MR. CHAMBERLAIN: A6,391,951.
MR. HUEGLI: Off the record.
(A discussion was held off the recp#d.)
BY MQ;ICHAMBERLAIN:
19  In answer to nmy questiQA, from this list of
sari§1 numbers that relates to the 600, this indicates
that the 600 was using the numbers commencing at
A6,200,000 up to some current number, which they don't
describe. Our Model 700 here is A6 million 300 some.
odd thousand.
A You are saying that this looks like a
Model 600 serial number, doesn't it?
¢ Right.
A Well, I think they are model specific. Within
each model, the serial numbers run consecutively. A
model could have a serial number that is the same as
another model, an 1100, with the same serial nuﬁbor,
but it would be a Model 1100. |
QF. So the diatinquishing factor in this case is
this‘one says 700 on it and the other will say 600 on it?
A That is correct.

MR. CHAMBERLAIN: Off the record.
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(A discussion was held off the record.)
BY MR, CHAMBERLAIN:
;ﬁc, I will hand you what has been marked as

Exhibit 10 and ask you if you can identify that.

%

,;".-'3

'Tk#' The cover looks like a photostatic copy of
the Modal 700 Bolt Action Rifle Owner's Manua1.~
e And those are typically included in the box

with the gun?

A That is right.

Q And they were in 197672

A That ie correct.

0} Turn, if you would, to the last page of that.

Do you see in the bottom right-hand corner where it
says, "Rev, 11/752"

A Yes, I do.

o Am T correct that that means the last date
of revision‘of that copy of the aner's manual was in
Noveﬁbér of '752?

A I can't be sure.

"2 Who is in charge of that thing?

A The people in Research.

Qo wWho is in charge of Research?
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A Clark Workman,

o} When you say, "Research," is that the same as
R & D?

A That is correct. .

Q So they have the function of updating the

owner's manual from time to time?

A That is correct.
0 And how about the field service manuals?
A I believe they also do the field service

manuals.
MR. CHAMBERLAIN: Off the record for
e second,
(A discussion was held off the record.)
BY MR. CHAMBERLAIN:
Q Other than ghe Coats Case, are you aware
of any other lawsuits that have been brought against
Remington Arms involving, not the‘soo which the Coats
Case involved but involving the\Remington 7007
A I am not aware of ény specific ones, althouch
I believe there are some.-
0. You are not aware of them by plaintiff's name?

A No. I am not normally involved in that.
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Q Have you ever testified in court?

oo

No, I haven't.

Have you ever given your deposition bgfore?
No, I haven't.

I probably asked ySu that, didn't I?

No, you didn't.

o p oo

Well, I should have.
Now, you are aware that the Model 700 has

been recently redesigned. We discussed that.

A I believe it has. I am directly aware of it.

I have seen nothing officially on it.

Q Dc you have any information from any source
as to why such a2 redesign was undertaken?

A No, I don't. I am vaguely aware that they
have made a change, but I have not involved myself in
it at all. ’

0 When did you first learn of the trick test
or tﬁe null test or the trick condition?

’i I don't know the specific date, but it was
somqéime after the Coats Case.

Q After Coats?

A After Ccats.
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o} In Quality Control, do you do any testing of

firearms in low temperatures?

A In Quality Control, no.

a_ In other depargmen;s, do you?

F;; In Research, éhey é;. |

Q Do you know what kind of tests they do?

k. Well, there are variousvtypes of cold temperature

tests that are run.

o Have you ever heard of the trick test being
run at c¢old temperatures?

A I don't specifically recall it.

2 Have you ever had any work at Remington that
involved working with the Model 78872

A Could vou be a little more specific?

0. Sure, I can try to.

You have testified that you worked in Quality

Control and in some other positioﬁs here at Remington.
Havev}ou ever, as part of your work here, been involved,
say, Qiﬁh quality control inj%he 788, with finished qun
audits in the 788's?

A Yes.

0. Are trick tests done on those rifles as well?
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B I don't recazll richt now or the 788, I don't

believe it is.

Q. Okay. That is a gun that is still being
manu;;cﬁured, isn't 1¢?
ig;;‘ That is correct.
0 Is the fire control on the 788 the same As

on the 7007

A In my opinion, they are two different
designs.
Q Have you ever heard about anv problems with

failure of the trick test on the 788, either new or
used firearms?

A No.

n Does Quality Control now or have they at any
time in the past that vou are aware of had any contact
or working felationship with the people who are
involved in receiving and examining used weapons that

are returned by customers with particular complaints?

i I would have to say yes to that ncw.
:vﬁ- How long has that been the case?
A Direct connection, probably the last two to

three months.
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C Wnaw is that connection?

A The customer repair group which would receive
complaints from customers and guns from customers now
work;ffor the quality conéio; departnment.

.,5- But that has only been the case for two or
three ﬁonths?

i That is right.

o Prior o that time, was there a lesc formal
working relationship between the two groups?

A I would say yes.

¢  How long has that less formal relatcionship

existed, to your knowledge?

k. Probably as long as the two groupsz have
existed., I really don't know.
Q So if, say, back in 1976 and '77, a gun was

returnred tc Remington with the complaint of, say,
"This gun fires when the safety is flipped to tﬁé fire
position without touching the trigger,” it is very
possibie that somebody in Cuéiomer Repair would consult
with,éomeone in Quality Assurance?

A That is a possibility.

Q In your experience, then, in Quality Assurance,
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i;;’L”E—‘ Is that a term that would apply to all firearm
that Remington manufactures, assuming it has a problem?

are ycu aware of any sucli contact being made specifically
involving th¢ Model 700 and specifically involving -

a coqp%;int of failing the itrick test or the gu# fiiés
whenw£ﬂe safe is pushed to the fire position?

ZML I don't recall any specific instances of it.

Q- Are you familiar with the abbreviation

F.S.R.?
A Yes,
Q Which stands for whax? r

. QL o
Fires whern safe is released. A
T

L
Q In your ¢xperience at Remington, how long
- -
has cz;iijé; whatever you want to call it, heen
ad? '
A

For as long as I recall, which would be the

past eight years. That doesn't mean it doesn't go

back further than that. That is all I recall.

— e enia v
A4

A& It is a generic term in that sense of.the wor
~It.would be more likely on some models than on other

models.
N

Which models in your experience i1s it most I(kely
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A The Model 600 and the Model 700C.

i8¢ Any others? l

:ié‘ I don't recall having ever seen it associated
with a;y other models exceptlébssibly the XpP-100.

0 And probably the Model 660°?

A I an not feamiliar with the 660, but, ves, it

ie similar snough tc the €00 that I weuld expect it

there.
o] Okay. When ycu have those communications with
the customer repair grcup, would it be =-- and I am

talking abcut the time period when it was an informal
relationshipy., Would that be a matter of one fellcw
walkiag tc ancther guy's office and saying, "We have got
this problex,” or calling him up, or is there usually

an intraoffice correspondence?

A For a specific problem like that, it would

generally be one individual walking to ancther individual'F

desk, ﬁhat scrt of arrangement. I’am not aware of
anything that flags out specific problems, per se, at
that time.

that, ycu mear. that you are not awvare of
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any writter ccrrespornience thai wculd documenti the
problem?

A No. What I am saying is, I am not aware of
anytﬁing that spec¢ifically would flag out a speéific
problem like fires when safe is released to an individual
in a;ofher department like the quality departmenﬁ.

is manufactured, is a certain

r‘
:“
e}
0
[
4]
8}
(™
th
—
[ G

amount of grease arnd cil and graphite used for lubrication
MR. HUEGLI: I object to the form of the
questicn as being cverly kroad. VWhen a
rifle ie¢ proiuced, is a certain amcunt of
greacse an? lubrication used, does thazt mean
the finishead nroduct or while it is being
rmilled, while the rifle is being milled?
MP. CHAMIERLAIN: GCood point.
BY MR, CHAMNBEIRLAIN:
0 Assume a gun has just béen produced, just
come off the line --
A Finished product?
Q Finished product, yes. Where would there be
lubricants used, if anywhere?

70C?

.9
oA DY

[oN)

A O the Mo

~J
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103 Yes.

>

Normally, in the fire control area.
s What is used there?

L, I don't know th; specific designation of what
they #ie using right now.

Q How about back in '76?

A I can't recall,
o} Is it a lubricant?
A Yes. It would be a generic lubricant of some

kind. I don't know the specific trade name or what
they were using at that time, but it would be a commercial
available lubricant.

Q I have three different kinds of lubricants
in mind. One is, say, 2 light oil. One is something
more along the lines of grease. The third is a kind of
thing you might use on a lock, graphite dust. Could
you characterize it in one of thoﬁe three categories?

A Would you give me thgse again?

o Light oil, graase and graphite.

A O0f the three, I would say the graphite, most
likely.

0 In the fire control?
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A In the fire control. It is a dry lubricant
of some kind. I don't know the technical naﬁero: even
the trade name for it.

"§} When you say the term "fire control,"” that
inclp&qs what, the trigger, gafety and bolt?

A No. It would include the trigger housiﬁq,
the safety lever, the trigger, any springs or scfews
that go intoc that assembly, anything that'goes to what
we normally consider the fire control housing assenmbly.
It does not include the bolt.

Q And the bolt would be treated probably with
what, light o0il to prevent rust?z

A There is =-- again, I don't want to say,
because I don't know specifically what it is. It is

treated with some kind of lubricant. There is also

gsome dry type of lubricant applied to the bolt head itself

belt plug, excuse me, bolt plug.

MR. CHAMBERLAIN: Thank you. That is all

the questions I have.

(Whereupon, a short recess was taken.)

k & * & & %
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FCR THE DISTRICT OF OREGON

I, JAMES SNEDEKER, being duly
z;;ﬁorn. hereby state that I -have read the above
deposition of my teétimony in the above-entitled
action taken on August 17, 1982, before LORRARINE
SMITH, a Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public,

at Remington Arms, Ilion, New York, and that the

same is true and correct. 624/ 0zzzaAsé;d/
1 éﬁ&ue/
f’%éw

_7A
Sworn to before me this A5 .

day of (?béf:&itg, , 1982,

RARGARET D. WAL 22 ¢ 37¢ F (.
MOTARY PUBLIC, STATE OF NEW YORK
REGISTERED I¥ RERKEIER COUNTY
WY COMMISSIGE EXPIIES MARCY 30, 1651 .
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CERTIFICATE

I, LORRAINE SMITH, a Shorthand Reporter

and Notary Public in and for the State of

New York, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing

is a true and accurate transcript of my

stenographic notes in the above-entitled

matter.

Dated:

September 9, 1982

e o i
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Page 6

Reads: A.

Should Read: A.

Page 7

Reads: A,

Should Read: A.

Page 12
Reads: A.

Should Read: A.

Page 43
Reads: A.

Should Read: A.

No. My job basically entailed sitting behind a
radar screen and pointing weapons toward their

targets.

No. My job basically entailed sitting behind a
radar screen and directing aircraft toward their

targets.

1981, June of 1981.

1980, May of 1980

...We take stamps of the finished components out
of the warehouse and do an extensive test and

inspection of those finished firearms to determine

if they meet all specifications.

...We take samples of the finished components out
of the warehouse and do an intensive test and
inspection of those finished firearms to determine

if they meet all specifications.

... am directly aware of it.

...I1 am not directly aware of it.
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