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I THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF CALAVERAS

JO ANN THOMSEN, ET AL,

Plaintifis, NO. 10718

=Versus=-

DOUGLAS T. MESSER, ET AL, NOVEMBER 2, 19383

e s gt sl gt “aup’ “upt” gt S

Defendants.

AND RELATED CROSS ACTICNS )

DEPOSITION OF JOHN LINDE, Witnesa, taken
on bchelf of the State of California, by Susan
Osviecimaki Hite, a Notary Public within and for
the State of Connactiéut, on the 2nd day of
Novembor, 1983, at 9:07 a.m., in tho Litchficld
Roomr of the Stratford Motor Inn, 6905 Hain Streot,
Stratford, Connecticut, pursuent to Notice of

Deposition.
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For the Plaintiffs:
KROLOFF, BELCHER, SMART, PERRY & CHRISTOTHERSON
BY: PETER A, VIRI, ESQ.
1044 North Eldorado Street

.. :Stockton, California 05202

For the Defendant Remington Arms Company:
WEINTRAUB, GENSHLEA, HARDY, ERICH & BROWN
BY: STEVEN T. SCULLY, ESQ.
1000 G Street

Sacramento, California 95820

For the Defendants and Cross-Complainants Douglas T. Messer
and the State of California, Department of Fish and Game:

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

BY: CHRISTOPHER AMES, ESQ.
Deputy Attorney General
6000 State Building
San Francisco, California 94102
Also Present: Robert B. Sperling, Esq., Counsel for

Remington Arms; Charles Rau; Jemes Hutton.
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MR. AMES: I'd like to note on the record
the time is nine o'clock. Mr. Ames and Mr. Viri

are the only ones present.

JOHN LINDE , 54 Lake Street, Ridgefield
Springs, New York, being called as a Witness on
behalf of the Defendant, having been first duly saworn
by the Notary Public, testified on his oath as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. AMES:

Q Mr. Linde, you are presently an employee of Remingta

Arms Company?

A Yes, I am,

What is your present position?

Superintendent of Product Engineering and Control.

When did you Join Remington Arms?

In July of 1965.

Where did you graduate from high school?

Custer, South Dakota.

And did you attend college?

University of Wyoming.

And did you obtain a degree?

Bachelor of Science, mechanical engineering.

Any minor or specialty?

None.

£ » £ O » O P O P» £ > 0O » ©O

Until the time you graduated from college, had you
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ever worked as a gunsmith?

A No, I had not.

Q Ever designed any firearms?

A No.

Q Ever manufactured any firearms?

A I customized a number, yes,

Q Sir, have you obtained any formal education beyond
your Bachelor of Science in mechanical engineering?

A  Yes, I've taken a number of courses.

Q In what areas? .

A I've taken them in : technical areas.

Q Vere you pursuing a higher degree?

A Yes, 1 was.

Q What degree was that?

A MBA degree.

Q And have you obtained the MBA?

A No, I have not.

Q What year did you graduate from the University
of Wyoming?

A *65.,

Q Were you employed directly upon graduation, by

Remington Arms Company?

A Yes, 1 was.
Q In what capacity?

A As an engineer in the Research Department.
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Q What was your title?

A I don't know exactly what it was when it first
started. Either Design Engineer or Engineering Assistant.

Q How long were you in that first Jjob category with
Remington?

A Six months to a year and a half, I don't know when
the new title change came.

Q As an engineer in the Research Department -- that
was Ilion?

A Yes.

Q How long were you in the Research Department at

Ilion?
A Through 1977.
Q The end of 19777
A Yes, December 31st.
Q December third?
A 31st.

Q And what evolutions did you go through with respect
to your title through that period?
A I went from Design Engineer to a Research Engineer

to a Senior Research Engineer to the Research Supervisor to

)

the Research Manager.

Q In the first position at Remington, who was your
immediate supervisor?

A My first supervisor was Clark WoKkman.
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Q And would you list for me your supervisors in
the Research Department?
MR. SCULLY: Chronological order?

Q If you can.

A Clark Workman, I might not have it exactly correct.

I worked for Clark Workman. I worked for Howard Waterman.
I worked for Charlie Morris. Then, I worked for Wayne Leek.

Q And were you working for Wayne Leek at the time
you transferred from the Research Department at the end
of 777

A No, I hsed worked for Clark Workman again for about
a year. It was at the end., When I transferred to Products,
I was working for Clark Workman.

Q Is that your transfer in Janusry of 19777

A In '78, yes.

Q I'm sorry, '78. VWhere did you go to?

A Superintendent’ of Product Engineering and Control

Q Prior to your January l, 1978 transfer, had you
worked in the Products Dspartment?

A No, I had not.

Q And you are presently superintendent of Product
Engineering and Control?

A That's right.

Q Going back to the time that you first went to

work for Remington, what were your duties at that time?
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A When 1 first went to work for Remington, they had
me in, like, & semi-orientation or a training program for the
first few months. Then, I moved into a program that I worked
on where we developed a camera and shotgun system where we
could film skeet shooting, where we had a camera of 16 milli-
meters modeled with the shotgun where we could take a picture
o2 shooting skeet,

We made @ movie on skeet shooting. The customer
could tell what the proper leads are. When you're trying to
shoot at a moving target, it's difficult to determine how
much lead you should use. We developed the mechanism so
we could put together a film on the proper way for skeet
shooting and leads.

Q What was your assignment after working on the film?

A Well, then I worked in the engineering, in the
test 1lab, and I worked on a number of tests. The testing
of various models for whatever was, you know, the
designers were working on.

Q What was the time frame in which you were working
in the test lab?

A Oh, I don't know. I must have worked there, I
would say, maybe anywhere from nine months to a year and &
half. I can't remember.

Q And, approximately, what time perlod was that?

A This would be, like, 1966, '65 or '66.
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Q And after working in -- is that the testing and
measurements lab?

A Yes, it is.

Q After working there, what did you do?

A Then I went into the design area and was given
design Jobs.

Q That would have been, approximately, '66 that
you went into the --

A VWell, I don't know. '66 or '67, that time frame.
There was a period in there, like six monthes or nine months,
I also worked on processing of parts. Remington processed
gun parts and computer related interface.

Q Is that the development of the numerical
control system?

A Yeah, I guess you could say that.

Who were you working on that with?
Clark Workman.
What was the next change in your Job?

I went into the design area as a designer.

e » P » D

Numberical came after the test lab and before the
design work?

A  That's right.

Q Okay. And what was the next change in your Jjob

duties after working in the design area?

A Well, then I started in the design area. I started
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with small projects and worked right up to major programs.

Q Did you stay in the design area in the Research
Department until December of 19777

A I guess 1 did.

Q Okay. What was your first assignment, with respect
to design, if you recall?

A I worked on some diversification for a couple of
months. They were looking at, like, an off the road vehicle.
I worked on that for a few months. I went into the firearms
deaign and I worked on various programs.

Q Can you be more specific about the programs and
firearms design that you began?

A I can renember,other than it was, you know, if they
had a small mechanism they wanted to change, an improvement
made, 1 would investigate it and go through and do all the
drawings.

Q Was it dessign change requests?

A No, not necessarily. At that point, you're
Just assigned to stuff by the supervisor and it's, you know,
you can't know, essentially, where it's coming from, whether
it's a design change reguest or something he is thinking of,
what he wants to do.

Q At some point, did your responsibilities -- let's
g0 with respect to the time in which you were working on the

emall programs, was that in comnection with center fire bolt.
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ection rifles?
A 1 did some.
Q Did that include the model 7007
A I didn't do much on that. It was more the 788 and

Q When did your responsibilities change?

A ‘Well, I continued to just have greater and greater
responsibilities added to my workloay.

Q At some time,did you become involved with the design
of any new product?

A Very definitely.

Q When was that?

A It was '68, I started working on the over and
under shotgun.
Was that a new product?
Yes, it was.
And was that eventually done?
Yes.

The model number?

> 0 > D B> D

Model 3200.

Q Did your duties include working on design change:
requesta?

A Sure.

Q As your responsibility proceeded?

A Sure.
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Q Can you approximate. what time period that would
have been? >

A That would have happened from 1970 on.

Q Did you work on the design change requests related
to the model ‘7007

A Ne, I never.

Q You have never worked on design change requests on
model 7007?

A Yes, 1 have.

Q When did you begin working on design change
requests with respect to the 700?

A 1975.

Q Have you had any responsibility for supervision
with respect to model 6007

A Yes, 1 have.
When was that?
From *'75 on.
When in 19757

The first day.

o > D > O

Have you ever had responsibility for design with
respect to the model 7007

A Yes.

Q When was that?

A January first on.

Q 19757
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A Right.

Q What was the change in your duties or responsibili-
ties that gave you these particular assignments?

A I picked up all the manually operated firearms.

Q. Prior to January of 1975, had you had responsibilit;
for design and design cthanges in aanually operated firearms?

A Yes, 1 had‘all the 3200 line

Q Which are shotguns?

A Yes.

Q Prior to January of 1975, did you have responsibi-
lity for center fire bolt action rifles?

A No.

Q But you had worked on some design changes with
respect to the center fire bolt action rifles prior to
that time?

A Yes, I had, previous to the 3200.

Q Did you have responsibility with respect to the
center firé bolt action rifle design from 1975 until
Decemxber of 19777

A Yes, I did.

Q Who were you reporting to beginning in January of

{

19752
)
A Wayne Leek. '

Q Subsequent to that, Mr. Workman‘again?

A Yes.
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Q Sir, are your duties as Supervisor of Product
Engineering and Control today, the same as they were
in January of 19787

A No, they are not. That is superintendent.

Q Superintendent, I'm sorry. The superintendent
has a supervisor of PE&C working under him?

A - Yes.

Q What were your duties as superintendent of the PERAC

when you took that position?

A I was responsible for the manufacturing engineering

and new products engineering and the quality control areas.

Q What changes, with respect to those responsibilities,

occurred between January of 1978 and the present?

A I'm now responsible for industrial engineering,

the custom gun shop and the customer repair.

Q Customer repair is the same thing as Arms Service?

A Yes.

Q ]»When did the responsibility for the industrial
engineering get added to your duties?

A I would probably say about June or July of ‘'82.
You can answer that better than I can. About mid year last
year, 1 belleve.

Q When did responsibility for the customer gun shop
get added? o

A That wae @ couple months later. That would have
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been, like, in September. Something like that, or October.
I'm not sure on those.

Q When did the customer repair get added?

A It was the same time as the custom gun shop.

Q Who had responsibility for the customer repair, in
the supervisory level, prior to yourself?

A It was an individual by the name of Jack Certer.
Who did he report to?
He reported to the plant manager.
And do you report to the plant manager?
Yes, I do.

That's Mr. Boyle?

> 2 P £ » O

Yes, it is.

Q Have you reported to the plant manager since
January of 19787

A No, I have not.

Q Who did you report to beginning in January of 19787

A I reported to the plant manager.

Q And it is sometime between then and now, you
reported to someone else?

A Yes, I did.

Q Vhen was there such a change?

A I don't know exact dates, but it must have been, like,

in 1880, I reported to the assistant plant manager, then

back to the plant manager, for the period of time I reported
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to the assistant plant manager.

Q And has the plant manager, from the time you have
been superintendent of the PEXC, been Mr. Boyle?

A Not, it has not.

Q ¥ho preceded him?

A R.L. Hall.

Q As Superintendent of the PE&C, in January of 1978
to the present, have your duties with respect to the manu-
facturing -engineering, new products engineering and guality
control remained the same?

A And what?

Q Quality control, have they been the same?

A Essentially.

Q What have your duties been with respect to the
manufacturing engineering?

A We support the process engineering on the manu-
facturing of productsi

Q What does that mean?

A Thet mem s, if you have a tooling problem or a
process problem, that the process engineering engineers
handle that problem or the engineers support the manufacturing
operation.

Q Can you give me an example of such a problem that
has occurred?

A Sure.
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Q If you can, with respect to the model 700.

A Sure. You could have a c¢all from, say, the
receiver line, where they say, we've got a problem down here,
instead of getting sixty pieces per cut, we're only getting
thirty pieces per cutter. S0, an engineer goes down to see
what the problem is. J -

Q What are your responsibilities with respect to the
new products?

A We are responsible for the tooling of new products.
When the design is released from Research, we take the design
and develop the tooling to menufacture the product.

Q What are your responsibilities with respect to
quality control?

A The quality control organization runs through the
process engineering and all the gquality control functions
are headed up through that department.

Q Can you outline for us, the quality control
functions that are under your supervision?

MR, SCULLY: At this time?
MR. AMES: That have been under your super-
vision since January of 1978.

A There has been some changes but, basically, the
quality control functions are, you have material inspections,
you have purchase ﬁarts inspectione, you have raw materials

inspection, you have heat treatment inspections, you have
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process audits, you have machine capability studies, you have
control point inspections, you have the next level,
functional testing, you have gun inspections and you have
warehouse auditing. That might be: incomplete.

Q what changes have there been with respect to
quality control functions in the time that you've been the
superintendent of the PE & C?

A The major changes have been more of a consolidation
of the quality control functions. We have consolidated and
put all the quality control functions in the quality depart-
ment.

Q You said that your responsibilities in the quality
control department have involved materials inspections and
raw materials inspections. You used both terms. Are
those the same? -

A Not necessarily, no.

Q What is the difference?

A Raw materials is, we change incoming steel to
make sure that you have the correct steel and it's to our
standards. And materiels inspections, what I'm talking
about there is when you buy a purchase part. For example,
when you buy aluminum casting, you would check that material
to make sure that material is correct.

Q So, materials inspection is the seme as purchase

parts?
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A No, it's just a2 play on words. Your purchase
parts inspector checks to make sure it's dimentionally
correct and then, if it's material he cen't check out in
his area, he sends it down to the lab.

- Q Do the persons making inzpections of purchase
parts, raw materials end heat treatments, all report up
through the line of command to you? -

A Yes, they do now.

Q You use the term, process audits, What do you

mean by that?
A Thet is audits that you conduct on the floor when

the individuels or operators are running the parts or
doing the various operations, random audits. |

Q Random audits of parts todetermine if they are
nanufactured to specifications?

A Random parts to see if they are to gauge, yes.

Q You use the term, control points inspections.
what are control points?

A Some applications where we have, particularly,

visual operations, where you have a lot of hand work. We'll

have a person Just inspect everything coming through.

Q For example, on the model 700, what control point
inspections are there?

A You're checking the stock.

Q Anything else?
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A No.

Q Would you describe for me, the functional testing
with respect to the model 700 and, specifically, with
reference to the fire control?

A You want it on all levels?

Q Well, you used functional testing as what you
consider it to be.

A I was using functional testing as the gallery
test. We shoot every gun.

Q And that's after the gun has come off the produc-
tion line and prior to shipment to the warehouse?

A That's right. We have no production line.

Q What would your terminology be?

A ¥We do not have a line like an automobile line,
We have one man who pute the gun together.

Q Okay. So it's after final assembly, is that the
correct terminology?

A Yes, right.

Q You used the term, gun inspection after functional
testing.

A That's right.

Vhat was the gun inspection?
A final inspection.

After the gallery test?

> 0 P ©

That's right.
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Q And that's done by somebody working for quality
control?

A Yes, it is=s,

Q What does that consist of?

A They take the gun, they check it for the visual,
functional safety requirements.

Q Is that a hundred percent test?
Yes, it is.
As is the gun gallery test?

Yes, it is.

2 » D P

Is the gun inspection done in conjunction with the

gallery testing?
A No, it's not.

Q You made reference to some warehouse quality control

process, what is that?

A We audit guns out of the warehouse.
What does that mean?
What does it mean?

Yes, that you audit guns.

» £ » O

Every day, we take a sample of a gun that went to
the warehouse,
Q And go back and run what test?

A We run a visual, a functional and the tear down.

Q Have the gallery test procedures changed since you

have become superirtendent of the PEXC, with respect to the
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model 700 fire control?

A The gallery, no, I don't believe so.

Q Has the gun inspection, with respect to the model
700 fire control, changed during the time that you've been
the superintendent?

Q Yes, it has.

Q What changes have occurred?

A ¥Well, your standards continue to change. There
are certain visusl standards and, for example, we changed
the finish on the receiver. VWe changed the finish on the
barrel. All of a sudden, you've got a new standard. You've
got to chenge your inspection standards.

Q Have there been any changes with respect to gun
inspections while you've  been superintendsnt of the PE&C,
relating to the fire control of the model 7007

A There could be, but, there is nothing significant
in my mind. _

Q Anything change in the warehouse aﬁdit procedure?

A Pardon?

Q Have there been any changes in the warehouse audit
procedure?

A Yes, there has been.

Q With respect to the model 700 fire control, have
there been any?

A Not that I'm aware of.
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Q Was the model 600 in production when you became

superintendent of the PE&C?
A Yes, it was.
Q How long did that continue?
A Actually, it wasn't the model 700. It was a

Mohawk 600.
Q Was the Mohawk 600 in production at that time?

A Yes, it was.

Q And was the fire control in that Mohawk 600
virtually identical to that which had been in the model 5007
Than the earlier 6007

A No, it wasn't. It, essentislly, changed when 1
cane out there.

Q How did it change?

A The 600, previously, was a folded assembly. The
600, starting in '78, was a riveted assembly. That is the
assembly that the parts ride in. Essentially the same as
the 700, as far as the trigger assembly side plates.

So, the adjustment screws and, what have you, also were
changed.

Q During the time -- well, do I understand
correctly, at sometime during this time that you are
superintendent of the PE&C, the production on the model 600
the Mohawk, was discontinued?

A Yes, it was.
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Q During the time that you were superintendent of
the PE&C, were any of the functional tests, applicable to
the model 600, changed?

A No, not the guns that we were producing to the
warehouse. There were no changes that I'm aware of on the
model 600, Mohewk 600.

Q Wher you were producing from final assembly all the
wey to the warehouse -«

A In 1978, the design on the trigger assembly had
been changed the first of the year, and you know, when that
changed, whatever changes came with that design change, did
not change the rest of the year,

Q Did it change at any time, until the end of
production?

A That's what I'm saying.

Q At the time you became the superintendent of the
PE&C, was a trick test being performed with respect to the
model 600, anywhere in the production process up to the
warehouse?

A It depends what you mean by trick test.

Q Remington's definition of trick test. Let me ask
you what you understand it to be.

A It depends on the gun. You know, there are a
number of things that you can trick.

Q With respect to the fire control of the model 600.
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Define for me the trick test, as you understand it, that has
been applied to the fire control of the model ©00.

A The trick test to the Mohawk 600, as I understand
it, you take the gun, you check the ammunition, close the
bolt. You put the gun in the on-safe, full on-safe position.
You then take the safe and you move it to the intermediary
position, such that the detente point ball is riding on the
edge, This would be the edge that determines whether it
goes on-safe or off-safe. You pull the trigger.

What is the engineering term, just a minute, where
the ball is sitting right on the apex, dynamically unstable,
I guess that's the engineering term. And you pull the
trigger and then you take and you kick the safety to the fire
position.

Q And was that trick test being done with the model
600 when you became superintendent of the PESC?

A Yes, it was.

Q VWas a similar trick test done with the model 700
when you became superintendent of the PE&C?

A Yes, it was.

Q To your knowledge, have any 700's ever been found,
as part of the production and quality control process, in
which the fire control could be tricked by this test?

A Yes, I remember one.

Q Have there been more than one?
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A I remember one. I don't remember any more than one
from the production guns. |

Q Is that during the time that you were superintendent
of the PEXC?

A Yes, it was.

Q ¥Vhat was the cause of that one?

A The cause was that there was a projection on the
wood and that the safety was not in the intermediary
position at all. It was forward of the intermediary
position.

Q The safety lever was hanging up in it's arc of
travel, forward of the intermediate position?

A That's right.

Q Is the trick test still performed with respect to
the model 7007

A Yes, it 1is. ‘

Q And has that method by which it was performed,
changed since you have been superintendent?

A Not, it's essentially the same.

Q How is the intermediate position determined by
the person performing the trick test?

A It's determined by taking the safety and a lot of
people use two thumbs, some use one thumb. After they have
done it a lot of times, they can feel it fairly readily,

the safety, and they play with it until it'*s in the null
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position.

Q How do you know they have got it in the null
position?

A They don't know a hundred percent, until they get
it to hang by itself, they get it in that position.

Q  Without being held by the fingers?

A That's right.

Q Is there only a single null position where the
safety of the model 700 can be tricked in this test that we
have been discussing? |

A By null position --

Q One position in which the trick tesat is performed.

A Yeah, there is one area that you put the thing

up to and it will Just sit there.

Q And how large is that area with respect to the arc

the safety lever moves through?
A I don't know how large the area is.
Q Sir, in performing the trick test on the model
700, as it has been done, to your knowledge at Remington
Arms in the production process, does’ that involve a hard
pull of the trigger?
| MR. SCULLY: What do you mesn by hard pull?

Q How much force is applied to the trigger in performi

ing this trick test?
A Well, it would be two or three times the normal
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trigger pull.
- Q And the specified range for the pull is three to
five pounds?
A That's right.

Q Is that gauged somehow by the person performing the

trick test or Jjust --

A He Just pulls the trigger.

Q Why it is done two or three times harder than
normal trigger pull?

A You want to make sure the trigger is definitely
being retracted.

Q I will show you a document, previously marked as
RLH-X-1, dated August 25, 1983, ask you if you prepared
that document?

A Yes, I did.

Q And what is 1it?

A That's the examination of the Thomsen gun &t the
Failure Analysis facility in Cslifornia.

Q And I note that it is a typed document. Was it
prepared from written notes?

F-1 Yeah, what I did, I did rough notes when I was
out there, writing down various things.

Q And then what did you do with the rough notes?

A I don't, frankly, know. I don't know if I still

have them. I normally rip my notes up. I'm not really too
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proud of my handwriting.
Q Did you dictate from those notes to create this

document?

A No. What I did, I took a number of pictures, 1
took notes and then I took the pictures and notes and pre-

pared the document.

MR, AMES: Can we have a stipulation, counsel,

that the photographs that were handed to me by
Mr. Sperling last Friday, are the photographs to
which Mr, Linde is referring?

MR. SCULLY: Why don't you go through these
and make sure these are the ones.

MR. AMES: My question is whether the photo-
graphs from Mr. Sperling arethe same photographs
that Mr. Linde has just referred to in his

deposition testimony.

MR. SCULLY: Why don't you pose that question.

THE WITNESS: Yes, they are.

Q Sir, prior to examination of the Thomsen gun in
August of 1983, had you ever seen that rifle?

A No, I had not.

Q Did you see any photographs of that rifle?

A Yes, just preceding that, I reviewed some photo-
graphs.

Q Are the photographs that were taken by the 1ab
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photogrephers in the October, 1981, inspection of the rifle?

A I don't know, they must have been.

Q Prior to the examination of the Thomsen rifle,

did you see any notes taken by Mr. Stekl in October of 19817

A No, I haven't,

Q Have you ever seen those notes?

A No, I haven't.

Q Prior to or during the August of 1983 inspection,
in which you were present, did you show the photographs
of the October, 1981 inspection to Mr. Davis or Mr. Hillberg?

A I den't believe so. Maybe I did but I can't
remember if maybe we did the day before. We wouldn't have
reviewed them at Ilicn but we could haeve reviewed them the
day before. I don't know. It would make sense that we would
have, but I can't remember actually doing it.

Q@ To your knowledge, has anybody provided a copy of
Mr. Stekl's notes from October of 1981 to you and Mr. Davis
or Mr. Hillberg?

A I don't believe so.

Q Do you have any reason to believe that when you
gaw the Thomsen rifle first, as the Failure Analysis in
August of 1983, this year, the condition of that rifle was
in any way different than it's condition when Mr. Stekl
had seen it at the end of the inspection in October of 19817

A I have no reason to doubt that it wasn't but I
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% don't know this.
| Q Prior to your exemination of the Thomseﬁ rifle
' in August of '83, did you discuss with Mr, Stekl, eny
observations he may have made in October of 19817
A Yes, I did.
Q OMay. And when was that discussion?
A Obh, that must have been preceding the August trip.
Q And what did Mr. Stekl say?
A He said that he went out to the célifornia facility.

He disassembled it so that the faillure analysis could analyze

it.

Q Did he tell you anything ebout the rifle?

A Yeah, he said that it was, essentielly, your show.
jkll he was there for was to disassemble it and assemble it
again,

Q Did he tell you anything about the condition of
the rifle, sir?

A Essentially, he just said it looked good to him.
Essentially, that's it. He never went into any detall on
it.

Q  Did you question him with respect to the condition
of the rifle when he first saw it?

A I don't know, I think the only thing that I
questioned him about, I asked him if it had adjusted -- if

the rifle had --
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Q Adjustment of the fire control screws?

A Yeah, the screws or somebody had teken a file to
it.

Q ¥What was his anawer to that?

A As I recall, he said that nothing had been done.

I don't actually remember this as a conversation but, you
know, I think that's the way it went. :

Q Other than your conversation with Mr. Stekl, prior
to your examination of the Thomesen rifle, did you have -~
and having reviewed the photogrephs taken in October of
1981, did you have any other information with respect to that
rifle at the time you began your examination,in August?

A No.

Q Were you in charge of the group examining the rifle
in August of 19837

A No, I was not.

Q Who was?

A There, actually, was nobody in charge. ?he outside
experts, they have their own integrity and their own progranm.
We coordinated it, but it was really nobody in charge.

Q Did you provide --

A I took the notes but that was because when we got
in, someone said, John you've got a pencil and paper, why

don't you take the notes. That's how that was coordinated.

1t was prepared, 1 guess.
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Q Have you, at any time, provided to Mr. Hillberg,
any factory drawings and specifications with respect to.
the model 7007

A No, I don't believe Eo.

Q Have you provided any such information to Mr. Davis?

A No, I haven't.

Q 8ir, in your examination of the Thomsen rifle, did

you make any observations of a bulge at the muzzle of that

rifle?

A No, I made an observation -- I can tell you what

observation I made on the muzzle. Someplace in here, it was

bright or dark or something like that. -

Q  Page two, three-quarters of the way down. No wear

on muzzle?

A Yea.

Q Did you notice anything else about the condition
of the, say, the forward six inches of the barrel of that
rifle?

A No, I haven't. Was there something there I
should have noticed? I'l1l look at it, théugh. next time
I see it.

Q To the best of your knowledge, do the statements
written down here in RLH-X-1, reflect your observaticns of
the Thomsen rifle?

A Definitely.
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Q So, the data and the information here reflects your

observations in each case?

A That's right.

Q Did you add in any data or information from Mr.
Hillberg or Mr. Davis, to your own observations that you did
not verifty yourself?

A Yes, I did. I talked to them, you know, like
after the first night and I talked to them at the end of the
second day and I wrote down their observations. We went
through my notes and we went through and discussed it and I
wrote down observations that they had made.

Q Okay. Are you able, reviewing this document, to
tell me which are their observations and which are yours? |

A No, I could not now.

Q Are all of the figures here in this RLH-X-1 exhibit,

figures that you verified or took yourself?
| MR. SCULLY: Narretive, overly broad. You
can answer.
A Would you repeat the question.
Q There are numbers there, measurements and
figures set out here, they are referenced in a few cases,
to the forces necessary to move various elements of
the fire control.
A Right.
Q Did you either, teke all of those measurements or
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verify those measurements and figures yourself?
MR. SCULLY: Compound, overly broad.
A No, it depends on the measurement, really.
Q Are there any measurements that would be taken
by anybody else?

A Sure.

Q Are there any here that you didn't verify yourself?

A What do you mean verify? That I actually did the
Q Checked their readings; observe them make it and

observe their reading?

A I don't really quite understand what you're getting

to. If they make a measurenent, you can duplicate their

measurement. They can make & measurement, you can read it

on the scale to verify what their scale reads. Which context

are you talking about?
Q Did you duplicate all of the measurements made by
anyonie else which may be reflected here?

A No, I never.

Q Did you verify by visually observing their measure-

ments and looking at the acale or the dial?

A I'm sure there was one or two that I never.

A Sir, have you received assignments with respect
to testifying to the design and manufacture of the subject
rifle in this lawsuit?

A Yes.
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Q  And what is that assignment?
| MR. SCULLY: Counselor, that question is vague
and overly broad. Please narrow it down.

MR, AMES: I asked him what his assignment is.

A My essignment is to come down here and have my
deposition taken down. My assignment was to go out to
California and take a loock at it.

Q Have you received any assignment with respect
to trisl testimony?

A Not yet I haven't. I know that I'll be going. I
mean, if you've done this to this point, you'll definitely
be going to the trial.

MR, AMES: Mr. Scully, the designation of
Expert Disclosure of Expert Witnesses, filed by
Remington, makes no mention of Mr. Linde testify-
ing with respect to the condition of the rifle or
his observations about it's many possible causes
of accidental discharge. It refers only to the
design and manufacture of the subject rifle.

May I rely on the statements here for purposes
of my questioning?

MR. SCULLY: Counsel, I would suggest that you
delve into those areas, so you can't go back to couj
and intimate that I precluded you from inquiring
of this particular witness regarding these areas.
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' may have, I don't know, poached a deer, had been doing some-
thing illegal anyway. And that he was -- in his investigation

he came up to a vehicls and there was a young individual

I would suggest that you delve into those areas.
I will certainly not prohibit you from doing so.

MR. AMES: Are you telling me that he may testi
fy regarding the possible causes or circumstances
of discharge of the Thomsen rifle?

MR. SCULLY: That's correct.

Q Mr. Linde, what is your information with respect
to the circumstances of the accident leading to this case?

A How I understand the accident?

A Yes, what information do you have with respect
to the accident?

A You want me to repeat what I know about the
accident? I understand that the game warden was investigating

& complaint or, anyway, had reason to believe that a party

sleeping on the seat and there was a rifle on the floor and
that the individuals father was standing at the driver's
side of the vehicle.

It was late at night. This guy had a flashlight
in one hand and he took his other hand, he reached in to
check this model 700. Supposedly, he asked the individual
on the seat if the gun was loaded and the guy mumbled some-
thing. And he, in handling the 700, the 700 discharged and
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it killed the individual's father.

Q Specifically, sir, what information do you have.
with respact to how the warden was handling the 700 from the
time he first touched 1it?

A Honestly, I have no information on how he handled
it. Nobody explained to me how he was handling it.

Q ¥hat is your aourcouor%tne information which
you've Jjust testified to?

A My source of information is from Mr. Bob Sperling.

Q Other than your conversations with Mr., Stekl and
any conversations you may have had with Mr. Hillberg and
Mr. Davis, have you discussed this case with anyone else?

A Yes, I have.

Q And who else?

A I've discussed it with my staff. I told them last
week that I was going to be coming down here to have a
deposition taken. A couple of them said they knew about it.

Q Have you discussed this with Mr. Hutton?

A Yes, I have.

Q Have you discussed it with -- who in your staff

did you discuss it with?

A I discussed it with all the people in my staff. I

told them that I was -- that I looked at the gun in August.
I would be hers for my deposition., I would not be at the
plant Tuesday morning or Wednesday morning or Wenlnesday all
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night.

Q With any of your staff people that you discussed it
with, did you talk about the accident or the issues in the
case?

A I didn't discuss the issues in the case. I told
them an individual had been killed. It was with a model 700.
Q Other than your discussions with your staff and

Mr., Hutton, who else have you discussed the case with?

A I discussed it with Harvey Boyle last Fridsy or
Monday, I guess it was. He said you had talked to him on
Friday afternoon.

Q Anyone else you can think of?

A I've discussed it, I talked to Stekl, talked to
Ed Sienkiewicz, Bob, Jim, Steve Scully, people in ny
staff, told my secretary.

(4] Did you prepare -~

MR, SCULLY: Tell your wife?
THE WITNESS: Yeah, I sure did.
MR. SCULLY: Kids?

THE WITNESS: Yeah.

Q Have you prepeared for this deposition by reviewing
any documents or written material?

A Yes, I did.

Q What documents and written materlial?

A I went through some of the process records and
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some of the drawings.

a Those are process records and design drawings
of the model 7007 !

A Yes.

Q What process records did you review?

A Well, really, I was Just looking for dates. The
dates, for example, when the changes were made to the 600,
when the 600 recell came to be, when we mede the changes on
the 600 trigger assembly, changes that we have made on the
700*s.

Q Any other materials that you've looked at in pre-
paration for the deposition?

A Yeah, I read this a couple of times last night.
This right here. I went through the pictures.

Q By this, you refer to the notes of the gun exami-
nation?

A RLH-1.

Q Did you discuss this case with Mr. Hutton, at eny
time yesterday?

A Yeah, last night I had dinner with Mr. Hutton.
Then, afterwards, we sat around and talked abut it a little
while. We talked about the facts. Recalled some factors
in the case, what we thought was important. What you might
put in the questions.

Q What did you discuss that you thought was important
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A They thought thet, as far as, that you might be
trying to tie in the 600 with the 700. That you'd be talk-
ing about the function of the gun and you'd be talking about
testing that's been done on the guns, be talking about test-
ing that's been done on the guns, be talking sbout the quality
control functions, the processing. How we manufacture it.
He also said that you'd be talking from a podium.
Was that correct?

That's right.
So far, is everything what you expected?

No.

e >» B2 > O

Mr. Linde, what were the results of your axamiha-
tion of the Thomsen gun in summary form?

A Right here. That's the sumary of the Thomsen

Q And you're referring to the whole exhibit?

A Yes.

Q And did you find eany malfunctions in the fire
control of the Thomsen gun at the time you examined it?

A No, 1 never.

Q Did you find any part of the Thomsen gun that
was not to Remington's specifications as of the date of
the manufacture of that rifle?

A I don't understand that. I didn't go back and

check the dimensions against the drawings.
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Q Have you an opinion with respect to the cause of
the discharge of the Thomsen rifle?
A Yes, I do.
When did you form that opinion?
After I looked at the rifle.
What is your opinion?
The trigger was pulled.
What is the basis of your opinion?

There was nothing wrong with the rifle.

£ »» D P O > P

In formulating thet opinion, did you consider it
to be of any importance to know whether or not various parts
of the fire control were to Remington's specifications as
of the date of menufacture of that rifle?

A Well, the quesfion really is, 4id the trigger assem;
bly work as it was intended. And yes, it did.

Q When you examined it?

A Yes.

Q And finding out whether or not it worked as

intended, would you examine -~ was it important to you to

- know whether or not there were any variations from factory

manufacturing specifications for that rifle?

A On the trigger assembly, what you're looking for,
you're iooking for what are or what is the end result and thaj
is due to your tolerance stack up and do you have your

clearances where you need them. Do the parts function as
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intended and do you get the required results.

Q Your inspection notes, RlLH-X-1, state that the
Sear -and Safety Cam work independent, are not retracted in
thelir operation, is that a correct statement?

A Where is that at?

Q Page two, a third of the way from the bottom.
Sear and Safety Cam work independent, were not retracted
in their operation.

A That's right. That's what I said.

Q And were those observations that you yourself made
at the time of the examination as opposed to one of the other
persons present?

A I don't remember.

Q Do you know?

A I detinitely, I tried the Sear Safety Cam, it
worked independent of each other. The Sear Safety Cam not
retracted in their operation, 1'm positive on that. I
checked that five or six times myself,

Q How about Sear and Safety Cam work freely in
assembly? :

A That's what I'm saying.

Q Sear and Safety Cam were not retracted in their
operation. I checked that, as I said, I checked that five
or six times, at least.

Q Up above, here, Sear and Safety Cam work freely
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in assembly. See that?

A Yeah. I notice that it's, essentially, down
there twice.

Q Okay. That you checked yourself?

A Yes, I did,

Q Do you know whether the Sear and Safety Cam were

working independently and not retracted in their operation,

do you know if that was also the case when Mr. Stekl first

observed the Thomsen rifle in October of 19817

MR. SCULLY: Counsel, that is compound. One

question at a time, please. Read it back and you'l]

see it's compound. There is two questions there.
MR. AMES: 1I'll restate it.

Q Sir, were the Sear and Safety Cam working freely
in assembly at the time Mr. Stekl first observed the rifle
in October of 19817

A I don*t know. You'd have to ask Mr. Rau that.

Q I'n aaking you as to whether you know?

A No, I don't know.

Q You don't know Mr. Stekl's observations?

A No, I don't know.

Q Sir, do you know whether tho Sear and Safety Cam
werae working independent of one another at the time Mr.
Stekl first observed the Thomsen rifle in October of 19817

A No, I don't.
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Q Would it be important to your opinion, with respect

to the cause of this accident, to know that information?

A Not necessarily.

Q Why would it not be important to your opinion to
know if those parts were working independent of each other
at the time he observed it?

A If they are working -- by independent, let me
phrase how I understand what you're asking. If the parts
were working as a unit, the firearm was still functioning
properly. If the parts were such that they were not stuck
together in any way, it would work as intended.

Q So, it's your opinion that if the Sear and Safety
Cam were stuck together and working as a single unit,

A That's right.

Q That that would not affect the operation of the
fire control?

A If they were stuck together, the way they would
have to be stuck together by the way that the things
operates, yes.

Q What do you mean when you say by the way the
thing operates?

A Because the spring urges them both up. Wwhat is
stopping them are the ground surfaces. The ground surfaces
stop on the fire head. They would come up as a unit. They
would both be in line on the firing pin head. If they were
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stuck, they'd be stuck as a unit.

Q Do you know whether they were stuck in that position
at the time Mr. Stekl saw 1it?

A I don't know if they were stuck at all. If they've
ever been stuck.

Q If you will assume with me for & moment, they
were stuck together, would that be indicative to you of the
presence of dried oil or other foreign material in the fire
control assembly of that rifle?

A It would be indicative, something was holding
them together, yes.

Q That would require some foreign material, would it
not?

A Yes, it would require something.

Q And would the presence of some foreign material,
at that time, be indicative that the fire control of the
Thomsen rifle may have been gummed up by some foreign
material at the time of the accident?

A No.

MR. SCULLY: Let's define gunmed up, as between
you and this witness.

A No, it would not in this case. I went out there.
I've seen the rifle. I would know what the fire control
looked like inside.

Q How many pecople handled the rifle, how many people
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handled the parts of the inside of the fire control, including
the Sear and Safety Cam, prior to the time that you first
saw it?

A I don't know.

Q S0, how do you know what the condition of the
rifle was at the time of the accident?

MR, SCULLY: You're arguing with this witness.
That's not very nice.

A The rifle was presented to me, this was what was
told to me, it was presented. It would be in check, no way
had it been disturbed. The thing had been looked at scien~-
tifically and that the least changes had been made to this
as physically possible.

Q Who told you that?

A That was what I was led to believe by Mr. Sperling.

Q Did you ever inquire of Mr. Stekl with respect
to what changes may have occurred in the fire control as a
result of the disassembly that he made in the procedure
that occurred at that time, in October of 19817

A No, I never. Are you saying that he made changes
to that trigger assembly when it was investigated the first
tinme?

Q I'm not meking any statement at all. I'm asking
you questions with respect to your knowledge and information.

MR, SCULLY: He is Just trying to clarify a
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guestion. Don't get angry.
MR, AMES: I'm not angry.
MR. SCULLY: Okay.

Q Sir, the photographs that you saw prior to your
examination, do those include photographs of the Sear and
Safety Cam removed from the trigger assembly?

A Yes, I looked at those last night.

Q You had seen those prior to your examination in
August?

A Yes, I hed.

Q& Okay. And therefore, is it not correct that those
were removed from the fire control at the time those photo-
graphs were taken?

A They would have been.

Q Do you heve any information with respect to what me
measurements were taken of those part in October of 19817

A No, I do not. In fact, I don't know if that

. information was ever supplied to us.

Q Do you know that Mr. Stekl was present in October

of 19817

A Yes.

Q When the rifle was disassembled end he was the one
that disassembled it and reassembled it?

A Yes.

Q Going back to an earlier point, would you explain
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to me, your understanding of the term gum up as it is used
at Remington Arms Company, with respect to the fire control
of the model 700 rifle?

A There is no, to my knowledge, there is no defini-
tion of gum up at Remington Arms Company. If you talk to
any of the individuals, you'll get a different definition
from each one. There is nothing in our book of malfunctions
vhere you 1ist it. Doesn't blow back, doesn't lock up,
that is en understood situation. You say gum up, that
really doesn't -- that conjures up different things to
different people.

Q Do you, in your Jjob, have occasion to review gun
examination reports?

A I've seen them, yes.

Q Have you seen the words, gum up, on the reports?

A Yea, I have.

Q What have you understood that term to mean?

A I understood it to mean, kind of an oil build-up
in the trigger assembly.

Q Sir, is there any evidence of such an 0il residue
in the Thomsen rifle trigger assembly, was there when you
exsmined it in August of 19837

A There was, like, a fine residue between.the two --
the Sear and Safety Cam, where they had worked together
that you could see., And there was a real fine film on the
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inside of the parts. There was no gum, as such, in this
trigger assembly.

Q Sir, you made a reference to the malfunction a
moment ago. Let me show you -~ I can't read the sticker,
the document is entitled malfunction index. Are you
able to identify -- is that the malfunction c¢ode that you
were Just referring to?

A Yes, it is.

Q That's for purposes of coding gallery test results?

A That's right.

Q Sir, did you have occasion to discuss with Mr. Stekl}
last night, his findings at the time or observations at
the time he disassembled the Thomsen rifle in August of 19817

A No we never.

Q Have you seen his notes?

A No, I haven't.

MR, VIRI: For the record, the exhibit is

GRB-6.

Q ‘8ir, would you characterize the Thomsen fire control

trigger assembly, at the time you saw it, as being loaded

with oil, dirt and dust?
{

A No, I would not.
Q Did you observe any rust on top of the trigger
connector vwhere it engages the Sear surface?

A There could have been. 1 could check the pictures,
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if you want. Would you like me to check the pictures?

Q Why don't you do it during the break. Would you

~

describe the general condition of the Thomsen rifle,at the time

you saw it, to be very dirty?

A I'11 tell you how I would describe that, the
internal parts, the internal surfaces, they had an oil film
on them. The outside had a quite fibrous material. It
dooked like a finé sawdust or something. You could take
your finger, the stuff would brush right off.

The inside was quite clean and looked very good.
It wouldn't inhibit function.
MR. SCULLY: Why don't we take a break and

find the photograph you were referring to.

(Recess was taken from 10:33 a.m. to 10:43 a.

G Mr. Linde, before we recessed, you were going to
check the photographs and tell me whether there was rust
on the trigger connector.

A I don't see any rust on these. I don't have a

picture of the top of the connector. I think that's what

you were making reference to. There is no rust on the sides

or back or front. You had some pictures of the trigger
connector too. If you want me to go tnrqugh yours.
Q My question really goes as to what you observed

in August of 1883.

—

A Well, the pictures here, on the back and the sides,
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show no rust on these right here. But I don't have the top

or the bottom or the insides.
Q Other than what you may have observed in looking

at those pictures there, do you have any independent

recollection now, as to questions with respect to whether -

there was any rust on the top of the trigger connector?

A I think there was. I think one of your pictures
show some discoloration. I think you had a blow up of the
top:of the connector. I don't exactly remember what it
looked like. There was corrosion or something.

Q Do you recall it in August of 19837

A In my mind's eye, no.

(o] Sir, do I understand correctly that you had sone
responsibility with respect to parts of the Field Service
Manual?

A I've made a number of proposed changes to the
Field Service Manual over a period of years.

Q Would it involve any revisions of the Fleld
Service Manual reflected here on pages 8ix and seven,
previously merked EFB-2.? I'll note there are some under-
lining marks on there which are not represented to be part
of the Field Service Manual.

A 30, what is your question?

Q Did you make some revisions to that portion of the

Field Service Manual in March of 19767
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A Yes, I did.

Q Sir, let me identify, if I may, the Field Service
Manugl . is the manual provided for Remington to gunsmiths
to use in servicing Remington products, is that correct?

A That's rignt.

Q And with respect to the bolt action rifles, the
Field Service Manual has one page that deals in common with
the model 715, 721, 722, 700 and 6007

A Yes.

Q Sir, weas the addition of the section of the Field
Service Manual, there in front of you, underneath "Safety
Performance Check", that is the left hand column text and

the balance of the information shown on the first page of thaj

Field Service Manual exhibits, now text for the Field Service|

Manual, as of March of 1976?

A Yesa, it was,

Q What did the Field Service Manual, prior to that
time, provide with respect to safety performance check of
the model 700 fire control?

A What do you mean prior? It told about the dis-
assembly and assembly of the gun.

Q Let me see if I can clarify. Do I understand
that when a revision is made to the Field Service Manual,
it is sent to the holders of records of Field Service

Manuals in the form of an insert page or pages?
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A It can be handled any number of ways. That's one
way, yes.

Q Okay. And were the two pages shown there in the
Field Service Manual exhibit, sent out in the form of
inserts to the Field Service Manual?

A I doen't know if they were sent out as an insert or
if they were incorporated with the revision to the overall
Field Service Manual and included in the new manuals going

out,

Q ¥Would there lwe been a process, if they were

incorporated as a revision in the new manual,. of informing

: holders of the old msnual as to the changes?

A I don't know. It would seem like there would be
but, I don't know.

Q Back to the record, with respect to this Field
Service Manual, was there a safety performance check safety
gsection in the field service manusl prior to the time that
this March, 1976 revision was put into effect?

A No, there wasn't.

Q  Why did you -- let me clarify the process.
Exactly what was your role with respect to the safety
performance check?

A 1 prepared the form on the trigger assembly and I

presented it to, I believe, Frank Hart, who put together

this two psages.
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Q And was Mr. Hart's role as a technical editor?

A You could say that he was responsible for changes
to the Field Service Manual and to the owner's manuals.

Q And did he have the expertise to make technical
changes to the Field Service Manual?

MR. SCULLY: That's vague and ambiguous.

A Yes and no to that.

Q Were you, primarily, the author of the revision
reflected there in that two page exhibit?

A Yes.

Q Okay.

3 He took my information and rewrote it. That's
how 1t's presented here and how it's presented was done by
him.

Q Did you provide him with the diagram?

A No, he did that. I provided sketches or something
of this sort.

Q wWhy did you provide him -- what led you to provide
him with information for that revision to the Field Service
Manual?

A Like the other revisions, to get more information
out to the gunsmiths: on our firearm products.

Q I8 there any particular reason why a revision
adding the safety performance check, with respect to these
models, was added in, approximately, March of 19767
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A Yeah, the only reason why it wes added at that
time is that I was working on the trigger assembly and, in
concentrating on that area, it was the culmination of the
knowledge at that time and I thought we could help to
clarify the Field Service Manual.

Q So, no one gave you & specific assignment to clarify
the Field Service Manual with respect to the safety per-
formance check?

A No.

Q The idea was your's?

A Yeah, I don't even think that the people in
the legal department knew we did it. I could be wrong on
that. It wasn't anything that came from them.

Q Prior to handing the information you prepared to
Mr. Hart, was your work on that point reviewed by anyone
else?

A Yes, it would have been reviewed by wWayne Leek,

Q@  Did you review Mr. Hart's work product when he had
worked on what you provided to him?

A You mean, did I read this over?

After he'd done his work.
Yes, I did.
Did you agree with the form that he had put it in?

> £ > P

Basically. We never agreed -- the writers and

engineering never totally agreed with it.
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Q Specifically, with respect to the forms on those
two pages there, what disagreement did you have?

A Well, basically, how things were presented; how
things were laid out.

Q How would you have changed the presentation?

A I don't know but, I remember at the time talking
to him and they want things laid out a certain way. To me,
I have my logic pattern,someone else has his. I can't
remember anymore.

Q Vas the final form of the revision, reflected
there in that exhibit, approved by anyone?

A Well, I would imagine. I'm sure Wayne read it,
whetheﬁ it was approved by anybody else, 1 don't know.

Q Sir, on the second page of that exhibit, the
initials, JFL. Are those your initials?

A Yes, they are.

Q There is a heading under the word malfunction.

A  Rignt.

Q Vhat is the purpose of putting the heading,
Malfunctions, after the heading safety performence check?

MR. SCULLY: That calls for speculation,
lacks foundation. He can answer it.

A The two things on this, I really don't understand
why he did performance check, then, on the next page, put
malfunctions. Really, the safety performance check, if you
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follow right through, what you're doing is asking individuals
for the follow down condition, to check if the rifle will
follow down. The malfunction, if you riflie back or some-
thing, they said this rifle malfunctions. That's the only
way.

Q You've lost me on that answer. With respect to
the category under malfunctions, the word follow down check
for the follow down condition and then it lays out certain
steps?

A Yes, it does.

Q There are several other comments there with respect
to the probably follow down? |

A That's right.

Q What is it that you don't understand about that
section?

A I'm saying that you're checking for these conditiong
but it's part of a check. I'm Just saying the title doesn't
necessarily follow through like it should.

Q That checking for follow down is part of the safety
performance check?

A Yeah.

Q So it should have been included in the general
heading of safety performance check?

A Yeah. N

Q The other two, firing pin fells and fire pin fails
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to fall.

A That would be more from malfunctions standard
of what to look for.

Q Did Mr. Hart delete any malfunctions from the text
that you abmitted to him?

A I don't know if he deleted any malfunctions. He
deleted a lot of words.

Q Did you attempt to get any words back in when you
had reviewad his version of the text?

A I can't remember. I'm sure I did.

Q What was Mr. Hart's position at the time that he
was doing this?

A What do you mean, what was his position?

Q His title, his Job.

A He was the one that did the Owner's Manusl and
the Field Service Manual.

] Who did he report to?

A He reported to Wayne at that time.

Q Was your work on this done in eerly 1376, prior to
the March revision date?

A Yeah, it would have been.

Q What was your title at that time?

A I wes Manager of Manual Firearms Design.

Q Are you familiar with the term, Products Safety

Sub-Committee?
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A Yes, I am.
Q And when did you first attend the Products Safety --

did yourever attend & Products Safety Sub-Committee meeting?

A Yes.

Q ¥hen did you first --

A I attended some meetings, I believe, in 1975 or '76.
Q And in what connection, sir?

A In connection with the model 600.

Q Was that in connection with the trick problem
that had been detected in the model 6007

A Yes, it was.

Q Have you had occasion to review any minutes of
the Product Sefety Sub-Committee in the last six months?

A Yes, I have.

Q How recently did you do so?

A Last week a ran into a copy and I read it. It
was pertaining to the 600 recall, not recall, but the 600
when I went down there.

Q You mean when you went down here?

A No, the Product Safety Committee, it was the
minutes of the meeting.

Q How did you happen to run onto those minutes?

A I was looking through my information to see if 1
could find something in preparing for this deposition.

Q Do you recall what meeting the minutes you
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observed were?

A No, I don't.

Q I'11 show you a copy that appears to be the minutes

of July 5, 1975, being two pages. My:first question, is
that the document that you looked at last week?
A That's the one. It must have been because 1 only

went to a couple of them and I was there.

Q Do you recall being at a meeting in, Approximately,

July of 19757

A I might have been, yeah.

Q Okay. Could you read those minutes to yourself,
please,

A I didn't read this one. I didn't read that I vas
going to be in charge of revising the gunsaith manual for
the bolt action fire controla. No, I didn't read this one.
It must have been another one.

MR. AMES: I'l1l merk that. That will be
JL-X-1.

(Minutes dated July 5, 1975, was duly marked
Plaintiff's Exhibit JL-X-1 for Identificetion.)

Q Sir, you did Just read the minutes on JLeXe17?

A Yes, I did.

Q Reference is made there, in the last paragraph
thet it was decided that John Linde take change of revising

a section of the gunsmith manual covering bolt action fire
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controls, as to have & proper check for the trick safety
and recommendations for corrective actions.

A Yes.

Q Did you ever take any steps to revise the section
of the gunsmith manual as indicated by these minutes?

A I don't believe I did because there is nothing
here that covers the trick condition. I don't believe so.

Q But here, you're referring to the exhibit from
the Field Service Manual previously referred to?

A Yeah. It doesn't address it directly, no.

Q Sir, can you explain why the Product Safety
Sub-Committee decided that you should make certain revisions
involving the trick test and, by your testimony you don't
believe that you did make such revisions?

MR, SCULLY: Question is compound, counselor.
One at a time.

A I don't know.

Q Did anyone ever order you not to make the revisions
referred to here in the minutes of the Product Safety Sub-
Committee?

A I don't know that. Until I Jjust read that, I
didn't know I was supposed to be doing that.

Q You were present at the July 7, 1975 meeting?

A Yes, I was. My name is on there., I was sure

there.
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Q How long did you continue to have any responsibility

with respect to the Field Service Manual?

A The only responsibility I had was supplying them
with information and that was up until I left research.

Q December of *77?

A Yes,

Q Are you familiar with revisions to the fire control

related sections, generally relating to bolt sction center
fire rifles of the Field Service Manual from December of
1977 to the present?

A No, I'm not.

Q Sir, up until December of 1977, to your knowledge,
had any information been put in the Field Service Manual
with respect to the appropriate check for the trick safety
condition?

" A Not that I know of.

Q In your opinion, would it have been adviseable
to inform users of the Field Service Manugl with respect
to the appropriate check for the trick safety condition up
until December of 19777

A I don't know. Adviseable?

Q Yes.

A I don't know. You're asking is it adviseable,

T don't know if it would be.

Q The trick safety condition with respect to the
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model 600 and 700, had been known since early 1975, had it
not?

A The trick condition, as indicated on the 600,
had been known since 1375.

Q And had it not, also, been known with respect to
the model 700, sometime in 19757

A 700 had a trick problem?

Q Had been identified with that trick?

A No.
Q Sir, was there ever an audit or review of the
model 700, in the period of 1975 through 1978, with respect
to the performance of the fire control?

A Yes, there has. There has been a number.

Q Specifically, I'm asking you whether there was a

 particular audit with respect to the function of the fire

control in the model 700 between *75 and the end of '78%

A Yes.

MR. SCULLY: Asked and answered.

Q Again, let me ask the same question and clarify
by saying, 1'm not referring on the ongoing quality control
procedures in the plant at Ilion as to new production
model 700's.

A Neither am I.

Q Okay. Sir, what is the earliest date at which it

came to your attention that the model 700 could have the
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fire control tricked in a manner similar to that of the 6007

MR. SCULLY: You're assuming facts not in

evidence.

A The 700 has never been able to be tricked like the

600.
Q Has the 700 fire control ever been able to be

tricked, to your knowledge?

A Like I said earlier, only where you had one or two

specific cases, there was something there other than the

condition that we had on the 600.

Q Sir, is the gunsmith manual referred to here in the

June 20, 1975 minutes, the same thing as the Field Service

Menual that we have been discussing?
A Yes, it would be.
Q The last paragraph of the minutes state that

another safety meeting will be held in six weeks, to hear

a progress report. Do you have any knowledge as to whether

any such meeting was held?
A No but you have all the information.

Q We have all what information?
A 1 don't have the information. You have Product

Safety Sub-Committee minutes. I don't have the information

on the Product Safety Sub-Committee.
Q pid you attend any product Safety Sub-Committee

meeting after June 20, 1975, wherein revisions to the

Katramados Reporting Service

/’.\phrodite Katramados, C.5.R., R.P.R.
761 Wigwam Lane, Stratford, Connecticut 06497
Telephone: (203) 378-3321

SEE 2905




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

gunsmith manual were discussed?

A Not that I remember. Now, I could have. I know
that I attended two and I could have attended more.

Q Sir, referring to the Field Service exhibit,

I will direct your attention to the first paragraph in the
left hand column at about the middle of the page. The
words, accumulation of gun o0il or dried oil can build & film
that may cause maulfunctions.

A The section you have underlined.

Q Yes. Was that the language that you suggested
to Mr. Hart?

A I don't know if it was or not.

Q Did you make any observations to the use of that
particular wording in that sentence?

A I can't remember.

Q What was your knowledge, at the time you proposed
this revision, with respect to the accumulation of gun oil
or dried oil building a film?

MR. SCULLY: Assuming he proposed that
revision.
MR, AMES: He testified earlier that he did.

A Okay. Accumulation of gun cil or dried oil can
build a film, we caution right in the owner's manual, you
should use the oil sparingly. Actuslly, the fire control
is lubricated with a dry lubricant and that is a reiteration
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of that. But I had Just had an experience, about a year
preceding this, with oil. That experience was that I went to
a NSGA meeting in Houston, Texas and I was at the booth and
this guy was selling oil.

He was saying this o1l could be used for firearms.
He had spray testing going. He had this 870, one of our
shotguns in there that wasn't rusted. This oil is unbeliev-
able, you can use it on everything.

S0 I thought, I better get a couple cans of that,
I took a couple of cans, it's supposed to be a wonder lubri-
can*t. I thought, well, hell, northeast cars rust, I had
some places on my chrome, I sprayed some of this and it
stopped the rusting. Vell, that stuff formed a film on
there that you couldn®t chip off with a chisel.

I thought, damn, I better be cognizant of that.
Really, that was part of the background of that, that there
is oils and then there is oils. And some oils can build

& film. This was supposed to be an o0il but it really wasn't

. & good gun oil at all.

I had no proof, you know, that that could happen
but I Just thought, in the fire control, that was not the.
kind of thing you want to have in here.

Q S0, as of early 1976 when you proposed this
language, you had no demonstrated instance of an accumulation

of gun oil or dried o1l building a film that might cause a
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malfunctions?

A I had no documentation as far as receiving guns
end or complaints that had an oily film or caused a malfunctio

Q Does an oily ==

A But that has been, well, I don't know, being
consistent with the previous firearms practices that you do
not take heavy oil on a firearm.

Q I8 the accumulation of gun 0il or dried oil build-
ing a £film that may cause melfunctions, is that within the
terminology of gum up of a fire control?

MR. SCULLY: The question is compound.

A I dont't know because it Just depends on how you

define gum up.

Q To your knowledge,a&s of the time that you recommended

adding this statement, had' anyone at Remington inspected
a center fire bolt action rifle returned from the field,
in which an accumulation of gun oil had contributed to the
malfunction of that fire control?

A Not that I'm aware of.

Q Since early 1976, are you aware that anyone at
Remington has observed a center fire bolt action rifle
in which the accunulation of gun 0il has contributed to the
malfunction of the fire control?

A Yes, I've seen that.

Q Where have you seen that?
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A I seen that on some of these reports.

Q Have you ever actually seen any of the firearms
on which the report that you've geen were made?

A No, I haven't.

Q Have you ever --

A Well, just a minute. I've seen some. I1I've seen
some that sllegations were made, yes.

Q Have you seen any in which the accumulation of
gun oil -~

A Actually caused the thing to malfunction, no, 1
haven't inspected those.

Q Do you know that some person or persons at
Remington have seen model 700's in which the fire control

malfunctions were caused by the presence .of gun oil?

A I*tve seen it alleged to the fact that malfunctions

could have been caused by that. And I think one or two instances,

it was actually verified. But more than anything else,
I've seen the allegation not worthy of proof.

Q In those cases in which it was verified, did you
gee the firearm in question yourself?

A No, 1 never.

Q Were there any verified cases of malfunctions in
the fire controls of any of the models listed here at the
top of the page, in the Service Manual exhibit, verified

prior to 1976, to your knowledge?
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A

Q

March, 1976, shown here in the Field Service Manual exhibit,
did you make any inquiry from anyone at Remington, as to
whether ~-- as to a verified case of a malfunction occurring

as a result of an accumulation of gun oil had been identified]

A

Q

answer, please indicate you want to restate the answer,

Not that I can remember.

At the time you were working on the revision of

Not that I can remember.

MR. VIRI: For the record, since the record
could be deceiving, the witness has a phrase he
used,"no, I never', and he completes his answer
that way. And I Just want the record to reflect
that he is not being cut off. He has used it
several times today.

Sir, if at any time you feel I've cut off your

MR. SCULLY: Are you insinuating that the record
is not clear? |
MR. AMES: 1I'm trying to make sure it is.

MR. VIRI: The record may not be clear.
That's only because he used a phrase, "no, I never®
Some people might consider that incomplete. He
is using it as a complete phrese, as I understand
it. I Just want the record to be clear. He is
not being cut off in his answer.

Sir, in the years 1974 through 1978, did you have
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responsibility for all bolt action firearms design in the
Resehrch.ann Development in '74 up to January of '787%

A '75 through '78, I believe. \

Q@ In that position, did.you receive reports with
respect to the results of gun examinaticns on bolt action
firearms returned from service?

A No, I never.

Q S8ir, in that position, did you receive information
during those same years, '75 through January of 1978, with
respect to the results of the quality control testing of
the model 700's, all of which you've referred to earlier
under the general heading of quality control?

A Some of the information, I did. S;me of it I
never. It just depended on the area.

Q Did you receive information, sir, during the
years '75 until January, '78, with respect to results of
quality control audits, specifically, as to the fire
controls of center fire, Remington, bolt action rifles?

MR. SCULLY: Auditing by quality control?
MR. AME3: Yes.

A Some of it, yes.

Q Did you receive that information on a regular
basis?

A It depended on what it was. Some of it I received

on a regular basis, it was done regularly. Others that I
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received, if I had the information, I called an individual
up 1f I knew it was going on.

Q ¥With respect to the fire controls of the Remington
center fire bolt action rifles, did you receive any informa-
tion on a regular basis as to the results of quality control
audits?

A Audits of what?

Q 0f the performance of the fire contro%;?

A I guess not,

Q Did you receive reports, during the years '75 until
January of '78, with respect to the results of functional
tests in the gallery, of center fire bolt action rifles
fire control?

A Yes.

Did you receive that on a regular basis?
Yes.
¥Who from?

It comes from the gallery report.

e » £ >

Did you receive the individual report forms filled
out on each firearm in which there may have been malfunction?
MRi. SCULLY: Calls for speculation.
A No.
Q Yhat form -~
A I received a compilation of various guns, how

many shot and what the malfunctions were.

Katramados Reporting Service

Aphrodite Katramados, C.S.R.,R.P.R.
761 Wigwam Lane, Stratford, Connecticut 06497
Telephone: (203) 378-3321

SEE 2912

71



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

That was & computer print out?

I think it 1is.

And was thet -- over what period of time was that?
I received it every day.

You received a daily report?

Yes.,

Did you receive a monthly report?

No, 1 never,

Did you receive an annual report?

No.

e > £ P £ > O » B > O

Did you ever see any report, daily report that
you received, summarized for any period of time beyond the
daily results?

A Yes, I have.

Q Okay. Where did you see that summary?

A Well, if you're working on a problem, a lot of
times you'll take the gallery performance and maybe plot
it out. I've seen that done before.

Q With respect to the malfunctions in the fire con-
trols of Remington center fire bolt action rifles?

A No, I haven't seen that.

Q Have you seen any other summaries for any period
of time greater than one day with respect to malfunctions in
fire controls of the Remington center fire bolt action

rifles?
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A

it to the
Q

a monthly
A

Q

MR. SCULLY: The question has been asked
and answered. Go ahead.
No, not in that time frame, no.
Have you ever seen any since that time period?
Yes.
When have you seen them?

MR. SCULLY: You're asking him every time he
saw them? The question is overly broad.
We compiled gallery results once a month and sent
quality manager in Bridgeport.
So, since you have been in the PE&C, you've seen
sunmary of results?
Thatt's right.

Is there summaries of gallery results for any

other time period, prepared since you've been superintendent

of the PE&XC?

A There have been monthly sumnaries.

Q Has there been a summary as to any other period
of time?

A Yes.

Q What period of time?

A Weekly summaries.

Q Weekly. So, we have daily, weegkly and monthly.
Any other period of time?

A Not that 1I'm aware of.
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Q You, in your position until Jenuary first of 1978,
did not see the weekly or the monthly report?
MR. SCULLY: That question has been asked

and answered, Number three,

A I didn*'t know that the monthly report even existed.

Q Where sre the gallery tests data with respect to

malfunctions in the model 700 fire control kept?

A There is no place that the 700 fire control malfunc+

tions are kept. The gallery data is kept with the gallery
data. That's kept in the gquality control area.
Q Is that gallery control data -- does it include
the 7007
A It includes the 700 performance.
Q When you say, in the quality control area, is
it kept there under your supervision since January of 19787
A What do you mean? It's under my supervision.
Has it been since January of 1978?‘
Yes, it has..

Is that data kept in the form of computer memory?

> O B O

No, it's just computer sheet run offs.

Q And is the original data programed into the
computer, retained anyplace?

A Not that I'm aware of.

Q S0, if you wanted to go back and find out what

the 1978 gallery test date was, with respect to the
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malfunctions in the model 700 fire control, you would not

be able to obtain that information &s a current print out ..

from a computer? -

A You sure wouldn't be able to, no.
Why 1is that?
It's not in the memory.

How recent is the information in the memory?

» O » DO

It's daily.
Q And it's not kept inside the computer memory
process beyond daily?

A Not that I'm aware of.

Q How far back do the print out sheets, with respect

to malfunction data from the gallery including model 700
fire control malfunctions date exist?

A I don't know, I don't know what the retention
code is on then.

Q When did the retention code, with respect to that
information, go into effect?

A The whole retention code came about when we were

bought_. by Dupont._ We used to be sixty percent owned by

Dupont. Then, when they bought the control a hundred percent,

thet was one of the things that came with the hundred
percent, the retention schedule. I think that's right

around 1980, mid year 1980.

Q Have you ever had occasion, since you have been
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superintendehtbf}the PEAC, to look back over all the history
of melfunctions in the model 700 fire control?

A Ro, I haven't.

Q Have you ever made any study with respect to any
kind of malfunctions in the model 700 fire control based on
historical data from the gallery testing?

A I would thirk so, I can't remember. I don't
believe that I did it, but I would imagine that when we
went into the trick condition, we would have taken a look
at what the gallery performance was.

Q On the model 7007
Also on the 700.

At that time, you were still in research?
That's right.
¥no would have taken a look at that information?

I have no idea, at this point.

2 > 0 » £ P

Who, in PEAC or, make that anywhere in Renington,
would know better than you, the information that I was asking
for a minute ago, with respect to vhere gallery test data
on the model 700 fire control malfunctions, historically,
is located?
MR. SCULLY: Overly broad.

A No, it's not stored as data. It's our whole galler)

performance report. There is not a report on the 700 fire

controls specific elements.
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Q I understand but, information as to malfunctions
in the model 700 fire control is within the larger body of
data that is retained someplace, correct?

A That's right.

Q who would know best, where all of that data is
end aveilable, historically, from the present going back?

MR. SCULLY: Vague and ambiguous, calls for
speculation, overly broad. Go ahead.

A It would be right in the quality -- we could ask
the supervisor of the quality department. He could tell you
which cabinet that it's stored in. '

Who is the supervisor?
Jim Tettiker.

Prior to him, who was the supervisor?

Jerry Burns.

e » B » P

Sir, has anybody shown you any of the documents
which have been exhibits to depositions of any other
Remington employeas in this case?

A No. I didn't know that you had any of them
printed up yet.

Q I'11 show &ou, GJH-2, gallery test data summary on
the model 700, 1976, and ask you if you've ever seen that
document before?

MR. SCULLY: That specific document?

MR. AMES: That gallery test.
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A No, I haven't seen this before.
@ Have you ever seen a gallery test data summary
by model, for a one year period?

A Yes, I have.

Q And as to any particular model?

A As to what particular model?

Q Have you seen it as to a particular model?

A You asked me that. I said, yes, I hsve.

@ vhat particular model have you seen it as to?

A I've seen it in a number of particular\models.

Q The model 7007

A Yes, I have.

Q What year period?

A Every year.

Q But you told me you never?

A You asked me if I ever seen a test data susmary,
right?

Q Right.

A Not this summary. We have charts that we follow
with all our major models. How meny were rejected every week,
That is a summary of our gallery performance.

Q Do those charts cover it over a year period?

A Yeg, I've seen those, that 1s a yearly summary
of our gallsry performance.

Q ¥hat is the esrliest such chart that you have?
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A - Damn, I don't know. I'm not sure. I don't know
how far it goes back. I can remember them for years.

Q When you: took the job as superintendent of the PEAC|,
were there such chsxrts for years preceding January of '787

A I'm sure there were.

Q ° And are those charts still in existence?

A I don't know, You know, we tear them up after a
period of tinme, But'the-chartﬁ, like, that we're using this

year and last year and the yeer before, I'm sure are there.

G Can I have that back?

A Sure.

Q Have you heard the term, FSR?

A Yes, |

Q And would you tell me your understanding of the
term, FSR.

A You tell me what you mean by FSR.
Q I'm asking the question. I'm asking you what you
understand it to be.
MR. SCULLY:. All he 1is :asking for is a
clarification. What does the term FSR represent.
i'm asking you, counsel.
MR. AMES: That's not my Job.
MR. SCULLY: He is instructed not to
ansver.

MR. AMES: He has testified in other cases
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on the meaning of the term and I want to know his
present definition.

MR, SCULLY: He is instructed not to answer.

MR, AMES: On what grounds?

MR. SCULLY: On the grounds that you're
harrassing him. It's vague and ambiguous and he

is instructed not to answer.

MR, VIRI: It's my understanding that you have

no right to instruct an expert witness not to
answer a question.

MH. SCULLY: I have the right to instruct an

expert witness when he is being harrassed. I also

have the right to terminate this deposition if I
feel an expert witness ie being harrassed.

MR. AMES: How is he being harrassed?

MR. SCULLY: Define what you mean by FSR.
Vhat does the word mean to you?

MR. AMES: I want to know what it means to

him. I'm inquiring of him. I'm entitled to inguire

of him as to that. He is a Remington employee.

MR. SCULLY: He has been instructed not to

answer., You're harrassing hin.

MR, AMES: I will certify the question. I'm

entitled to an answer. Mr. Linde will be produced

in California at Remington's expense.
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MR. SCULLY: Underline the word Remington,
indicating emphasis.
BY MR, AMES:

Q Sir, 1 previously asked you if you would identify
a malfunction code index, that you had made reference to.
On the record, I identify that as having been previously
marked, CRB-6. 1'11l ask you to look at the malfunction code
index that you told me earlier is used in the gallery.

A Yes, it is.

Q I'1]l refer you to the second page. Specificslly,
item number 64 in the left hand columm. II'll ask you to
read that item as it runs acroses. ’

A Sixty-four, FSR, fire when safety 1s released.

Q Have you ever heard the term, FSR, used at
Remington other than fire when safety is released?

A Yes. \

Q You have?

A Yes.

Q Would you tell me how?

A I can't remember what it meant,but it was for
something else. It was with the data processing people. 1
asked them what it mean and they couldn't tell me.

Q The data processing people had another term. FSR?

A Yeeh, they have a term, FSR, that they use. I

asked them what it meant. They couldn‘'t tell me.
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Q  Didn't that term refer to the internal data
processing situation?

A Yeah,

Q It wasn't a term they were using for firearms?

A No.

Q Other than that, have you --

A Listen, let me Jjust clarify. We have this

Remington internal code. It has nothing to do with the

gun industry. With gun people, when you're talking about
terminology, it's best to have the individual describe what
he is talking about so you get on the same wave length.

I'm not trying to be smart. All I want to do is
know what you're talking about, so I could be talking on
the same ground. There is no common terminology.

Q ¥Within Remington, is there common terminology

with respect to FSR, other than the computer people?

A Yes.
Q That meens, fire on safe release?
A Yes.:

Q Would you explain to me, what fire on safe release

A On which model?
Q First, as to the model 600.
A Model 600. Fire on safe release would be when you

pick the rifle up, check the ammunition, close the bolt,
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lock the bolt down, put the safety all the way on safe,

pull the trigger, release the trigger, release the safety

and if the rifle would fire, it would fire on safe release.
Now, the fire on safe release could also be if you

Just put the gun on safety and release the safety without

pulling the trigger. The gun is fired when the safety is

released.

Q Without the trigger having been moved since the
bolt was closed?

A Yes.

Q Is the trick situation, that you described earlier,
when the safety lever is put in an intermediate position,
trigger is pulled and the safety is released, within the
general terminology, FSR, as'you understood 1t?

A Not at all.

Q Would you agree with me that the result is the
same, that the firearm fires upon movment forward of the
safety in the trick condition?

A No, I wouldn't agree with you on that.

Q What is the difference between the trick condition
and FSR?

A All you're doing is taking the last element of the
sequence and saying, would you agree from that standard that

it's the same.

Q Sir, in the trick condition for which the trick test
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is being done -- .
MR. SCULLY: For any model firearm?

Q Withvrespact to any model -- well, let's take the
trick test in the 600 and 700, is it the same test?

A Yes, it is.

Q And that is the teat to determine, is it not,
whether or not there is sufficient Sear 1lift to prevent the
trigger connector from being trapped forward of thé Sear?

MR. SCULLY: That's your definition of it?

A That's one definition.

Q Can you give me another definition of what the
trick test 1s testing for?

A The trick test was originally brought about
because of the condition we found on the 600's., And what
we needed, we needed a way to rapidly check the 600's to see
if they had enough clearance between the safety or between
the Sear Safety Cam and the connector. And by doing this,
by doing the trick test, you can rapidly check the 600 for
clearance in the null position and how the clearance decreased
as you came down the Cam, you could find the suspect guns
very rapidly with that test.

It was & test that could be done by == we could
do it repeatedly by the products operator witnout any
equipment.

Q In performing the trick test on the model 700, are
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you checking for the same condition?
A That'S‘#ight¢
Q Okay. Is one cause of PSR, as you have defined it
a situation wherein the trigger connector does not return
underneath the Sgar when the trigger has been pulled and
released, such that upon movement of the safety lever to the
forward position, the firearm discharges?
A Not necessarily. -
Q Why is that not necessarily one condition which
can occur?
A Because you have to go through a sequence of
events.
Q Let's back up. On the model 700.
A Yes.
Q Is one sequence leading to FSR, in the model 700,
as follows: the safety is in the off forward position.
A Okay.
Q The bolt is closed and locked.
A Okay.
Q _The safety is put in the on position.
A Okay.
Q The trigger is pulled sufficiently to cause the
connector to move out from underneath the Sear.
A Okay.
Q The trigger and the trigger connector remain in
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that forward position our from underpgath the Sear and
safety is moved to the off position.

A That's right. The firing pin would fall.

Q  Is that an FSR?

A Yes.

Q Now, in the model 600 trick test, is it also not
correct, that the sequénce is that the safety is in the off
forward position, the bolt is closed and locked. The
trigger is pulled, moving it out -- I'm sorry. The safety is
put on to an intermediate position, the trigger is pulled
and moves forward and remains forward, because of insuffi-
cient Sear 1lift, and upon release of the safety lever, the
rifle fires?

A That's right.

Q@ Is that, also, not & variation of an Fsg?

A The code on FSR is the trick test. Now, if you
can't -~ if you want to combine them in your mind, that's
your prerogative. You're asking me what Hemington's position
is. We have a terminology for FSR. We have a terminology
for the trick test.

Q Is the trick test failure coded there in the mal-
function index?

A I don't know.

@ Would you teke a look at it and tell me if it is?

A You want me to read every one and see?
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Q@ If that's what you need to do.
That's what 1'1l1l have to do.

Sir, have you read GRB-6, the malfunction index?

Yes, 1 have.
Is there a code number there for the trick test?

No, there is not.

0 » 2 o D >

And you have reviewed the gallery data reports
that you told me about earliér, you used that malfunction
index to interpret notes, computer print outs?

A Yes, 1 do.

Q Do you know why there is no trick test code in the
malfunction index?

A Yeah, it doesn't surprise me a bit, because if there
were a gun that had a problem, there would be more attention
than you'd care to know about.

Q What instructions are given to the persons per-
forming the gallery malfunction test, with respect to the
model 700, since you have been superintendent of the PE&C,
as to how to code the failure of a trick test?

A How to code it? I suppose to code, they are
supposed to go to their foreman. They go to the foremean,
if they get a gun with any Sear safety problem.

Q What is the purpose of a code 64, FSR?

A So we can pick it up.

Q Is FSR not a serious safety problem?
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A Yes, Just as serious as a trick.  You have Just
as much attention.
MR. AMES: Let's break for lunch.
MR. SCULLY: How long do you want? -
MR. AMES: - Let's mske it 1:30 p.m.
(Lunch recess was taken from 12:00 p.m. to
1:30 p.m.) |

Q  Mr. Linde, back on the record after the lunch
break. Sir, have you had your deposition taken since -- .
you've had your deposition taken in the See case, is that
correct?

A Yes, 1 did.

Q Have you had your deposition taken since that
time?

A No, I don't believe so.

Q Have you testified in the See case?

A Yes, I did.

Q Have you testified on behalf of Remington since
that case?

A No.

Q Mr. Linde, why is the model 700 given the trick
test in the quality control procedure, since you have been
superintendent of the PE&C?

A Just snother added check that we do.

Q Why have you added that check, with respect to
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the model 7007

A We'll we're sensitive from the Coats case, from
the 600. We don't want to produce a gun that cen be put
in the center position and then kicked off and have the gun
discharge.

Q Sir, on page two of the gun examination notes,
marked RLH-1, you have a heading near the bottom of the
page, Charlie Rau performed the following tests.

A Yes.

Q Do you have any other observations with respect
to Mr. Rau's tests at the August, 1983 gun examination,
in your presence, other than what you have here?

MR. SCULLY: Activities regarding his
inspection?

MR. AMES: Yes.

1 have other thoughts.
Observations with respect to his activities?
Well, there is some on the next page.

A continuation of what is on the bottom of page two?

» 0 > £ P

Yes. I'm sure there are other observations. 1
watched him do the tests that he performed and he watched us
do the tests that we performed.

Q Do you have, as you sit here, any observations
with respect to what tests he performed which are not shown
in your notes?
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A I reslly don't understand. If there is supposed

to be something that jumps out, I don't know what it would be;

Q I'm asking you, did you make certain observations
here in your notes?

A Yes, I did.

Q Okay.

A I made these. I did these notes for my benefit.
I did not do these notes for: your benefit. I didn't even
know that you were going to get these notes. That is what
I wrote down.

Q And other than what you wrote down here, do you

recall any other thoughts you may have had with respect

to Mr. Rau's activities at the August, 1983 gun examination?

A Yeah, I have other thoughts about it.

Q Would you tell me those thoughts, please?

A I thought that it was unfair that we had to go to
Failure Analysis. I thought it was unfair that we couldn't
go to a neutral facility. 1 thought it was unfair that we
could not have the gun come to Ilion and inspect it on our
equipment. We were unfamiliar with his equipment, even
though they have & complete lab. There is a certain fami-
liarity that you Lave to acquire to handle this equipment
and understand the peculiarities, if you will, of the indi-
vidual pieces of equipment.

Ve had everything that we needed at the plant to
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look at this and it bothered me, we had to come to California,
We couldn't have your expert come to the Ilion plant.

It bothered me that we couldn't bring all our
instrumentation from the plant. It bothered to me to have
people in the room who didn't really seem to have any
interest in it, other than standing around and watching.

Also, I understood that it was our examination and
over half of the time was spent with Mr. Rau and your people
making measurements and what have you. I d4idn't know
whose examination it was about halfway through the examina-
tion.

Q Do you have any thoughts with respect to how Mr.
Rau conducted what examination he did do in August of 19837

A Mr. Rau is a real professional.

Q Sir, prior to the Augusat, 1983 examination, did
you have occasion to review the court orders with respect
to the terms of that examination?

A No, I never.

You never saw 1it?
No.

Did you see it there at the actual examination?

> P P D

No, the only thing that I know, that you and
Steve kept saying, the court ordered this, the court ordered
that. You can't do this, you can't do that.

Q Sir, did you lack any equipment necessary for your
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examiriation in August of 1883, when you made that examination?

A Yes,

Q What equipment did you lack?

A We would have liked our comparator. We would have
liked force measuring techniques. 1 mean, we have stress,
or strain gauges. We have all this other stuff at the lab.

Q With respect to the strain gauge, you brought a
strain gauge =-- what is a strain gauge?

A That's not a strain gauge. They had some strain
geuge for measurements.

At Failure Analysis?
Yes.

Did anyone prevent you from bringing your own?

> £ > ©

No, you never. We could have carried the whole
plant out there.

Sir, you did havé access to the optical comparator?}
Yes. o

Was that optical comparator, technically 1nadequate?

No, it worked.

o > £ » O

It would have been easier to use your own?

A Yes, it would have. Do you feel uncomfortable
spending the night here? Do you sleep better in your own
bedroom?

Q Mr. Linde, are you aware, when the court ordered
the examination to take place, we offered the facilities at
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Failure Analysis and your counsel accepted?

A

MR. SCULLY: How is this relevant? How in
the hell is this relevant?

MR. AMES: He ié making comments about the
facilities, among other things.

They have tremendous facilities. There is no

question about it. They have tremendous facilities. Ve

have tremendous facilities. The question is why couldn't

we use our tremendous facility.

Q
A

Q

That's between you and the Judge.

No, it isn't.

Mr. Linde, my question was with respect to whether

you were aware, at the time of the examination, that once

the court ordered them to be in Califormia, we offered, we

volunteered the Failure Analysis facility, end your counsel

accepted the offer?

A
Q

I was aware we were going to the Fallure Analysis.

You didn't know why?

I didn*t know why we couldn't --
MR. SCULLY: After repeated attempts to have
the gun inspected at the Ilion plant, over your

objections. The court overruled our request and

we finally agreed to having the gun inspected there

Let's get on with it. What that has to do with
this proceeding, God omly knows. .
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Q Mr. Linde, what is your underatanding of the
function of the gun examination committee?

A It locks at guns that come back that have been
damages or that have some defects that we feel should be

given extra insight.

Q Has that function changed, to your knowledge, since

you've been with Remington Arms company?
A Yes, it has.
Has that --
It changed in February or March of this year.
And how did the function change?

> L > ©

Well, Ed Sienkiewicz, formerly in Bridgeport,
had been transferred up to Ilion. He had handled a number

of litigations, but he is also very adept at ammunition and

firearms. He has changed a& lot of functions of that committee.

Q So, the committee functions stayed the same, the

personnel has changed?

A No, the committee functions and the personnel have

both changed. What has happened is that since, I guess,
1980, we have had quite a scale back in the number of pro-
ducts that we're producing. at our Ilion plant. Our daily
rates have been dropeed significantly. We have cut out a
lot of people in doing so; ¥e have been consolidating

and when thsy consclidated down here and they brought

Sienkiewicz up, that was an opportunity to have him pick up
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some of the operations which our people were doing.

Q How did the 1983 change effect the functions of
the examination committee?

- A A lot of guns, he doesn't have a committee look
at. He can see, for example, if it is a high pressured load
or if the barrels are obstructed, then he won't bother the
other people who are on the committee.

Q Prior to the time that Mr. Sienkiewicz returned
to the Ilion plant in 1983, had the gun committee been the
same during your employment at Remington, to the best of your
knowledge?

A I don't know in the late 60's. But, like, moving
on in the 70's, yes, it's pretty much the same.

Q Have you ever been a member of the gun examination
committee?

A No, I have not.

Q I'1l direct my questions, now, to the gun examina-
tion committee prior to Mr. Sienkiewicz taking charge.

Why is it that the gun examination coumittee has
been looking at damaged or, allegedly damaged or defective
firearms, what is the purpose for their doing so?

A The purpose is to see exactly what the fileld --
what is happening in the field and if we have to make
correctione in your process or design to incorporate those
in the design. If there is a problem with ammunition, a
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problem with customer understanding.

Q Do I understand correctly that the gun examination
committee is made up of personnel from various departments
at Ilion?

MR. SCULLY: Presently?

Q Again, I direct these guestions to the time before
Mr, Sienkiewicz came, esrly in 19837

A Yes, they are all Ilion people.

Q They represent different departments?

A Yes. Well, I don't know. They are from different
départmenta.

Q And, to your knowledge while you have been super-
intendent of Process Engineering and Control, has there
been someone from your department?

A Very definitely.

Q Has that been Mr. H1ill?

A Hill has been, yes.

Q Up until the time Mr. Sienkiewicz took over as
chairmen?

A Yes.,

Q And Mr. Hill held that assignment subject to your
authority to assign someone else, if you chose?

A What do you mean, assign someone else?

(Preceding question was read.)
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A What do you mean by that?

Q Mr. Hill served on the committee beginning at the
time you were superintendent?

A Yes.

Q He worked for you?

A Yes.

Q You had the authority to assign someone else, if
you chose?

A Yes,

Q As far as you're concerned, did Mr, Hill perform
that Job satisfactorily?

A No.

Q How did he not perform satisfactorily, in that
position?

A Well, at the See case, it became evident to me,
when he would write down such things as, could have been
caused by lubrication or something like that, no documenta-

tion. Lubrication caused this problem and they did not

document or prove on a number of conclusions that they reached

on those reports.

Q By they, you mean the committee?

A Yes.

Q The gun examination committee, between January
of '78 and early 1983, did they reflect the consensus of

the committee?
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A I'm sure they did bring out the consensus of the
committee. What I'm saying is that, what they did, it was
just what they thought, conjecture on their part, in some

of those cases.

Q And the basis for their opinions was not sufficient) -

documents on the gun examination reports?

A Their basis was not documented at all. That was
Just their opinion.

Q Did anyone else on the committee, other than Mr.
Hill, not perform satisfactorily, in your Judgment?

A Well, I think it's the way the committee was set
up. I think they've done a good job. They could be more
responsive.

Q Coing back, is there anyone --

A The committee was fine for what it was intended
to be. When people take what the committee is intended
for and use it to their advantage, the committee is not
satisfactory then.

Q And what was the committee intended to do?

A The committee's purpose was to help us find out
the problems and get back to the people who can gauge the
changes, so that the people can make the changes in
the products or whatever it has to be.

Q Was the committee not performing that function

in 1978 to 19837
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A Just that -- yeah. The only thing I had a problem
with is that there was no documentation.

Q Sir, is it your opinion that, with respect to any
of the gun examination reports made by that committee,
between January of '78 and up until Mr. Sienkiewicz took over
in 1983, reached incorrect conclusions?

A No, 1 didn't say that. They would look at the
rifle. If the rifle showed certain signs, they can say this
is what happened and they definitely know those conclusions
are correct. 1f you get a model 870, for example, you know,
and it's all blown to hell, and it's blowing up in & certain
way, they knew what happened.

They have no documentation. They can go back and
they can go through resports and whet have you, and show
duplications of what happened. Now, what you're asking me,
everything that they did was wrong, no. The only thing I
said is wrong, they did not have documents in some cases,
they drew conclusions without any kind of testing.

Q Well, sir, with respect, specifically, to the
conclusions about the fire controls of the center fire bolt
action rifles, including the model 600 and 700, during the
time that you have been the superintendent of the PE&C,
in your opinion, did they arrive at any incorrect conclusions?

MR. SCULLY: That question is overly broad.

A I don't know because all they did is put down an
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opinion.

Q Mr. Linde, have you ever seen any reports showing,
by reports I mean studies and data, information in any sense,
showing the number of verified complaints with respect to
fire controls of Remington firearms?

A Could you ==

MR. SCULLY: Any firearms?
A -, Yes, I have.

Q And what studies, with respect to the verified
coisltjéts of the category that I've Just asked you about?

A I've seen a study that was presented to the Product
Safety Committee, we went through an audit of the 700's
for safety problems. HReally, what we were looking for is, we
vere verifying the Sear 1lift and verifying what else was
there, verifying Sear 1ift and determining Just exactly what
problems, safety problems could happen to the 700's. They
were guns returned from customers.

Q  And did that study break down the pre-1975 manu=-
factured 700°'s?

A I believe it did. I believe it had a total. I
think it broke down the pre- 1975 and '75 on, something
like that.

Q And who prepared that study?

A It was prepared -- the information was prepared

through my depertment and it wes supplied to the Product
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Safety Committee.

Q By your department, you mean the PE&C?

A Yes.

Q During the time that you've been the superintendent?

A That's right.

Q When was this prepared and by who?

A I dont't know who actually put the report together,
who drew the information together. We sent them down,
took the information off sheets and sent them a letter with
the information compiled on it.

Q To the Committee?

A Well, no. I don't know who it went to. I would
imagine it went to Sperling. 1iI'm not sure.

Q That was =~

] Now, it might have went to, if I prepared it,
it probably went through, I don't know. I don't know if that
would be through my supervision or directly to Bob. I
don't know for sure. Anyway, it's destination was the Product
Safety Sub-Committee.

Q What was the time frame of that study?

A That would be, like, in '78, '79. Probably in
that time frame.

Q You said you didn't know who pulled together the
information. Do you know of anyone who worked on the

study?
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Yes, I do.
who?
We had a product auditor pull the raw information.

What is his name?

> £ > © >

His name is Everett Barmes. I don't know exactly
who he reported to at that time, but it's obtainable.

Q Anyone else?

A No.

Q As far as you know, is there a copy of that study
that still exists?

A I don't know if that would or not. I would
probably have it if it did. It would be in my files.
You know, you're interested in one thing. Well, the last
secretary I had, she was good on filing and my files were
not brought up to date as of last year. When she became
my secretary, we started on it. You've got to code every
files, retention code on it and if you keep a piece of
paper for a year, then you mark on it. Well, they were
going to come up and audit and make sure we were meeting
the retention schedule.

You've got people in there with the stuff fhey've
proposed, and if you throw in the EPA and OSHA, we had
everybody together because they come in and audit for what
they want. They were going to audit us on that. Anything

to help American industry, right.
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Q Other then Everett Barnes, can you recall if anyone
else worked on the study?

A Yeah, who ever was the foreman of Quality Control.

Q Do you know 1if Gene Bullis worked on this?

A No, he wouldn't‘have.

Q Sir, what was the source of the data that you say
they pulled together for the study?

A Checked the Sear 1lift of the guns in customer
repair, customer guns. So, this gives a representation of the
complete population but the problem with that was that the
damn thing was screwed because what happened in '78, we had
the problem with the 600 recall and with that, they put in
the 800 number. There was a 1ot of publicity that went
out to the field.

When the publicity hit the field, what people
daid, if they had a problem gun, they sent the problem gun
in at that time. So, in our population, what we were
really after was more knowledge, more Sear lift,we had a
population of the guns, bolt action rifle, and sc we sampled -
it wasn't a sample of the population at all. Actually, it
was a sample of the guns sent back with problems.

Q Sir, are you aware of any other study, used in a
broad sense, with respect to Justified complaints about
malfunctions in the fire controls of Remington firearms,

other than the one that you've just told me about?
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A No, nothing where you would -- well, the 600, we
did a study on that in '75, where we called in, at that time,
for a population., That was a true enalysis of the population,
We called in and got back, like, over 600 guns. We got
those from wholesalers.

Q So that was a study of the population that had been
manufactured fairly recently? |

A Then we brought, the 700's, they were returned
to us because they had problems already. So, it really
wasn't a sample of the population.

Q Other than a study, are you aware of any other
that comes under the category that you just mentioned?

A Nothing formalized. We followed a lot of customer
complaints, We'll get a gun book to the customer, on an
individual basis. You have that information in that report
that we issued. That goes through our committee,

Q | Gun examination report?

A Yeah, the follow up work done on the guns.

Q Mr. Linde, if you wanted to go back today, and
find out how many Justified complaints there were with
respect to FSR of the model 700, say for the years 1970
through '74, is there any existing source of data which you
could consult to determine that information?

A There is nothing that I could put my hands on.

Q I show you two documents, previously marked
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GRB three and four, and ask you if you have ever seen either
of those? .

A These specific documents counsel?

Q Yes. Those are, obviously,coples of the originals
of those documents.

A I could have saw this or could have saw this
information. This information was available to me when I
was working on the 600 and 700 in research. Whether I saw
these exact sheets; I don't know. But this information was’
available to me. What you're talking about, you're talking
about the complaints and you asked me about the number of
Justified complaints. There 1s a difference.

Q Doesn't that GRB-3, have a cafegory for number of
Justified complaints?

A Okay, yes.

Q And sir, with respect to the data there on the
number of justified complaints, would it be possible to
reconstruct, from any source now available, those numbers,
to the best of your knowledge?

A Not that I'm aware of.

Q I direct your attentiom, sir, to the line from
the model 700 and ask you if you will look at the line
under the heading of number of Justified complaints. That's
on GRB-3.

A What was your question?
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Q You have any reason to believe that the numbers
therein, in the model 700 line under number of justified
complaints, are not accurate figures for the years shown?

MR. SCULLY: That calls for speculation. The
document speaks for itself.

A No, I have no idea.

Q So the second page, GRB-4,

A This one?

Q Yes. Have you seen such a code schedule before
my handing this to you here today?

A Yes.

Q Do you know why that uged_a different set of code
numbers than the malfunction index code system for the
gailery testing, that we've talked about earlier this morning?

MR. SCULLY: Assumes facts not in evidence.

A There iz two different systems.

Q Do you know why there are two different systems?

A Because we haven't been -- we haven't brought
the two systems together.

Q Sir, is the system, with respect to the code
numbers there on CRB-4, has thatfinformationvbeen computerized
to your knowledge? |

A I believe so.

Q What is the purpose of the system which uses that
set of code numbers?
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A What do you mean?

Q There are two different systems.

A There is one system for the internal gailery and
one system for external, customer guns.

Q Is there any place in the system for external
customer guns where information, with respect to various
categories of malfunctions in the fire controls of guns
which were examined and found to have Jjustified complaints,
can be found?

MR. SCULLY: Unintelligible, vague and
ambiguous.

Q Do you understand the gquestion?

A No.

Q Let me back up. You've told me that there are
two systems.

A Yes.

Q Who uses the system for -- who uses the 100 series
of numbers there in GRB-47?

A That is a system used for the guns coming through
customer repair,

Q Okay. And who codes the information with respect
to the guns coming through customer repair?

A The people who determine that are the repair
people and the people who receive the guns at the receiving
area and then it's coded in these codes by the people in the
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gallery.

Q To your knowledge, how long has that system existed?

A Probably, I don't know, I would just have a stab
at it, '74 or '75.

Q Is there a name for this system that distinguishes
it from the internal system you referred to?

A No, well, 1 imagine there is a name but I don't
know what it is. I mean, do you need a name? It's the
customer complaints, the gallery performance.

Q Okay. With respect to the customer complaints,
to your knowledge, who has been provided with the results
of this coding and data system?

MR. SCULLY: Position or name?

Title or name.
This information here?

Right.

> £ » P

Normally, it’s done on request.

Q Have you seen all of the information with
respect to justified customer complaints on the fire controls
of model 700, since that model was put into production?

MR. SCULLY: Overly broad.

A No, I really don't understand what you mean.
Have I seen a compilation of guns?

Q Compilation of numbers, data with respect to the

number of justified complaints in the model 700 fire control
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malfurctions running back to the beginning of production of
the model 700?

A No.

Q To your knowledge, has such a compilation ever
been made?

A Not that I know of.

Q Do you know of anyone in the compeny who would
haye had occasion to obtain such information?

A No, I don't.

Q To your knowledge, are customer Justified complaintA,

with respect to malfunctions in the Remington firearms,
is that system in operation?

A I believe it is but I can tell you this, we have
hed some data processing people up and we have been looking
at this. Ve have been reviewing it and what we're really
doing, actually, the question you asked me, we're looking
at consolidating our whole program from the customer, all
the way back through the gallery. Vhether we're continuing
the system that we have right now, I don't know. I know
we're beginning the gallery. Whether we're continuing to
code these every day, I don't know.

Q Presently, how far back does data, with respect
to this coded system of customer complaints, exist?

A I don't know,

Q ¥Without looking at the document retention schedule,
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would you be able to tell me what category in the document
retention schedule, would apply to that information?

A No, whenever there is something, I look it up
in the schedule. 1I'm not going to pollute my mind with that.
It irritates me, to tell you the truth.

Q Sir, is the information, with respect to number
of verified complaint with reapect to malfunctions in.the
fire control of the model 700, relevant to performance of
your duties of superintendent of the PESC?

A Sure, it's relevant.

Q Why is it relevant?

A It's relevant, from my duties in the PE&C so that
I can make sure that the checks of the -- the quality checks
are performed, that are done in sequence and the right
checks are done and that the product is safe.

Q You want to make sure, with respect to the
customer complaints?

A Yes.

Q Is the data, with respect to the categories of
customer complaints that I mentioned a moment ago, relevant
to your Job?

A It's relevant in that, when there is a problem
and something comes back, it feeds back into the process,
yes.

Q Sir, is the coding system with respect to the
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customer complaints, breek down the dates of production so
that when you look at the information, you know when a
particular model was produced?

A I don't know if the coding on the report breaks it
down. I would think it would. I don't know that. You
can find that by going back. When one of the problemé‘
comes in, you can find that by the date code on th; barrel.
When we investigate, the investigation of the rifles, the
date code is always put on the investigation form so we
know when the rifle was manufactured.

Q You told me that you have seen print outs of coded
data from this customer complaint service.

A Yes. 1I'm not familiar with it, going through
vhat column is what or any of this., I'm Just telling you,
it makes sense to put the date., I don't know if it's
actually done.

Q Sir, with respect to the reports to the Product
Safety Sub-Committee that you mentioned a few moments ago, .
which Mr. Barns was involved, you know the name or title of
that study or report?

A It wouldn't have been a -- it would be in a
letter form with the compilation of what we found.

Q You recall who the addressee of that letter was?

A I told you, I don't know if it went through my
organization or went to Bob.
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Q That would be to Mr. Sperling, as secretary of
the Products Safetly Sub-Committee?
A I don't know if he is the secretary. I know he
is involved. That's who I deal with. Are you the secretary?
I was wrong about something this morning. Jim
told me we do have an annual report on the gallery performanc?.
It doean't cross my desk. I've never seen it. 1 didn't
know we had that. 1 want to tell you that we do have a
yearly report.
MR, SCULLY: Quit volunteering.
MR, VIRI: I would think he'd want to correct
a misﬁnderstanding. |
Q Mr. Linde, to your knowledge, have any tests ever
been performed, by Hemington, on the fire controls of the
Remington center fire bolt action rifle, including the

model 600 and 700, by introducing foreign materials

112

into the fire control to see if that would induce a malfuncti?n?

A Yes.
Q Have you ever done any such testing yourself?
A No, I haven't.

Q But you tell me, if you can, of the first such

-

test that you know of?
A I know =«
MR, SCULLY: In time?

MR. AMES: In time,
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A I know that Wayne Leek, who I reported to, csanme
from Aberdeen, where they do sensitive testing and he made a
teast lab, where I worked. He had a number of different
categories, different chambers. It was like a big box and it
was made to induce dust and what have you in guns. And
reviewing some of these things with him, with Charlie Morris,
who I also reported to. They told me about all the testing
they had done on various models. This is what we called
a modernization progrem, after the second world war.

He started with the 721 and 22 and the predecessor
of the 700. All the work they did on checking the fire
controls out. As far as & recent test, that I'm aware of,
of actually blowing dirt and dust in there, no, I'm not
aware of any.

Q Was this testing that Mr. Leek told you about,
actually on-going during the time that you worked in te
Research Department?

A We did some testing. I know there was some
testing with dust, testing with dirt, done on the 788 at that
time. We were just bringing those rifles into the line, but
as far as the 700, no.

Q Was Mr. Leek testing, that you're aware of, then,
in connection with prototype tests prior to the production?

A I don*t know. All T know is what he was telling

me, that one of his Jjobs, when he came to Remington,'was to
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institute a testing facility, which he did. And he prided
himself on having testing better than the Army had, at the
tinme.

MR. VIRI: On that line, what is your under-
standing as to when he ran these tests?

THE WITNESS: The year that they developed
the 721 and 722, they ran a series of tests on
those trigger assemblies,

MR, VIRI: What years?

THE WITNESS: They were brought out about
the ‘48, '49 time frame.

Q Are you aware of any other testing with respect
to foreign materials in the category I mentioned a moment
ago, other than Mr. Leek's which you just t1d me about?

A None that I can think of.

Q Are you aware of any testing of any lubrication
products in the fire control of Remington center fire bolt
action rifles?

A Yes, 1 anm.

Q@  What is the esrliest of such testing, in time,
that you're aware of?

MR. SCULLY: The testing of lubricants?

Q Lubrication products in the fire control.

A That would be starting in , like, '75.

Q Did you ever run such tests?
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A Yes, I did.

Q And the one starting in '75, is that the test that
you ran?

A I ran one in, oh, it must have been *'76 or '77.

Q Who was running tests of the lubrication products
for fire controls in '757

A Well, I was involved in the fire controls in *'75.
When I got into it, after I had been into it a while, I
started doing some tests on lubricants in fire controls.

Q Who was doing it before you started?

A I don't know if anybody elss was.

Q ¥hy did you start doing it?

A Well, I had worked on the 3200 and I had come up
with a special lubricants on the 3200. It was not commer-
cially available, that had excellent properties. What I
did, I worked with that on the critical Sear and Safety Cam
connector surface and what I was really doing, I was working
on smoothing up the trigger pull or reducing the pull but
maintaining, you know, increased engagement. I was doing
this because Wayne Leek was interested in silhouette shcoting
and he was shooting something like ten thousand rounds a year
He was real interested in this. I was really pursﬁlng thia.
number one for him and number two for Remington.

Q This testing, with respect to the trigger connector

that was on the fire control of bolt action rifles?
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Yes.

It was not in connection with the 32007
Thatfs where it was.

wWhat was special?

It was a mollicoat paste.

2 » £ > B P

And did you teét similar products in the fire
control of the model 600 or 700 in *75 or *767

A Yes.
Q Is that a graphite product?
A No.
Q Briefly, what is it?
A It's a disulfide. I'll tell you what I know
about it, if you want to know.

Q Does it dry?

A Yes, it does. But, essentially, it stays on
there forever.

Q Does it contribute to a gum up condition in the
fire control?

A I don't believe so. All you need is one little
drop with & pin and you put it on the surface.

Q Did you test, yourself, any other lubrication .

products?
A No.
Q Do you know if anyone else did?

A Not when I was in research.
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Have you teated any since then?

Yes, I have bsen responsible for it.

Since you've been superintendent of the PESC?
Yes.

What testing have you been responsible for?

O ¥ £ O

We tried some different lubricants in our teanks

where we come out with a black oxide. You bring them into

a lubricant and the lubricant stops it from rusting and

also adds a certain degree of lubricity. I was never ever

satisfied with it because when you open the box, the outside

of the guns lock like they're dirty. It doesn't have a high

luster like you want. You really want it to shine because

the lubricant had a dulled surface. You had to shine it up.
And I had one chemist who reports through me,

work on different kinds of lubricants to see if we can

come up with something that had a nicer shine.

Q Any other testing since you've been superintendet
of the PEAC, with respect to the lubricants?

A Yes, we did some testing with the research
running extensive testing on wet lub. And when they told
us they wanted us to go to that on the model 700, we also
did some -- made some samples for them. We ran it through
the trigger, like the trigger housing. We lubricate and it
did not rust. Ran it through the dryer and it actually

dried the lubricant.
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Q What was the time frame of the wet lub testing?

A I don't know, about a year and a half ago.

Q When you said the research wanted you to use it,
you mean in the production process? |

A Yeah, they told us to switch to the wet lub which
we did.,

Q And you ran it through the dryer, what do you mean?

A Well, in some lubricants, you take it and flash
the solvents out of the oil so0 you've got a thin film of
oil, yet it's not wet. It's dry to the touch.

Q How do you do that?

A You Jjust put it in an oven.,

Q At what temperature?

A I have no idea.

Q Do you have any knowledge of anyone at Remington
ever testing any gun oils, setting aside what you've talked
about, and their effects in the fire controls of the model
six and 7007

A Yeah, when research did the testing, they started
with all sort of different lubricants.

Q And this is in 1980's?

A Well, I guess so, yeah. It was within. the last
few years.

Q Do you have any knowledge of any testing of fire
controls of Remington bolt action center fire rifles by use
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of cold, by that I mean, at leas than room temperature?

A Yes.

Q What knowledge do you have of that subject?

A We have taken rifles and we have, as part of our
testing, we run them at below normal temperatures. We have
had some testing where we have tested at 20 below, 40 below,
some testing uses a dry ice down to 60 below.

Q Who is we?

A Talking about the test lab at the Research
Department.

Q what is the earliest date of any such testing, to
your knowledge?

A We have done that for years.

Q Were they doing that testing when you were there?

A Yes.

Q@  Did that testing involve the presence of any kind
of material in the fire control?

A I'm not sure what you mean.

Q You've done cold testing at different temperatures?

A Right.

Q Has that cold testing been only with respect to
the fire controls that were clean of any other material of
any kind?

A No, I know on some of the rifles and shotguns,

what they have done is teken and shot them five hundred rounds,
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cold test them; shoot them, cold test them. This is sort
of a sequence so that, you know, you're now picking up your
normal debris.

Q Do you know of any that have been tested with oil
or other lubricant in the fire control?

A What gunz are you talking About?

Q The fire controls of any bolt action rifles.

A We even checked some of these sent back from the
field that allegedly fired off start.

Q Did you have any other returned to the fieli?

A I wae asking, trying to get straight which guns
you wanted.

Q I want bolt action fire control. Any source.

A We have cpsoked model, trial and pilot guns and
vhen they have design changes it would effect something in
that area.

Q Was that checked with lubricants in the fire
control in the cold test?

A In some cases.

Was that ever done with respect to the model 7007
I'm sure it has been.

Do you know, of your own knowledge?

I know that they cold tested the 700's.

> B » £ b ©

I'm sure it would have been with lubrication.
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Q Have you, yourself, ever run any cold tests on the
model 700 fire control?

A Yes, I have.

Q How recently?

A Well, within the last couple of months,

Q What cold tests have you run in the last couple
of months?

A I've taken firearms and put it in the freezer, get
it down to a certain degree and had it checked.

Q And why have you been making those tests yourself?

A Because I was unhappy with the way that your
complaints and that report that you keep referred to was
vorded and presented. And so I've taken some of these guns
that have come back that have a complaint of fire off safe
release. I've taken them just the way wefve received them
and put them in the freezer and ran it down to 30 degrees.

Q Did you do that in any of the guna\on which there
vwere gun examination reports written between '78 and '827?

A No, that's what I was saying. I wished I had.

Q As to the four or five that you have so tested,
have any of them been model 7007

A Yes, they have.

Q What was the condition of the fire control prior
to your testing them?

A Well, some of them had oil in them. Some of them
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had dirt in them, all different kinds of conditions.

Q Has your testing involved meking any tests of the
force necessary to move the components of the fire control
before or after the cold test?

A No.

Q Has your testing involved checking the‘functions
of the fire control manually before snd after the cold test?

A Yes. )

Q Has your testing involved any other steps, other
than checking functions before and after the cold test?

A Yes, a number of other steps.

Q What other steps?

A I've taken 1t, checked it and left it the way it

is. Put it into the cold box and go through a certain series

of steps after we pull it out of the cold box.

Q Vhat steps, after you pull it out?

A Ve go out and check it to meke sure, first, the
fire off safe release; check the tension on the trigger to
see if the trigger returns; check the safety operation;
check the firing pin fall; check and make sure it will
actually fire.

Q Now, in your tests, how many model 700's have you
tested?

A I think four or five.

Q So, you think all the ones you tested have been
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model 700's?

A Yes.

Q Have any of those fired on movement of the safety,
during your cold testing procedures?

A None that we cold tested, no.

Q Any of them fired on moQoment of the safety prior
to your cold testing?

A Some of them that I've looked at have.

Q Did you cold test those?

A Never had to.

Q Why did you consider it important to do this cold
testing in the last several months?

A Because I thought that some of these complaints,
reports vere leading to false conclusions.

Q Referring to the gun examination?

A Yes.

Q And references therein to the effect of colder
temperatures?

A That's right.

Q Have you arrived at any conclusion with respect to
the effect of the cold on the function of the fire controls
in which there is the presence of oil?

A Yes.

MR. SCULLY: On any model?

A In the model 700.
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A Yes, I have. Every one is different.

Q What is your conclusion?

A Every one 1s different. It's a set of circumstanc
involved on that particular rifle.

Q What are the different factors involved, in your
opinion?

MR. SCULLY: Calls for a narrative, vague
and ambiguous.

A The different facters involved are: does it have
any broken parts; does it have anything that is altered:
anything that's deformed; what kind of lubricant is it;
how is it maintained; if there is dirt, what kind of dirt.

Q Does the combination of the various tolerances
to which the part in that particular fire control was
manufactured, in your opinion, have a bearing on the outcome
of these tests?

A The cold test?

Q Yes,

A So far, no.

Q Sir, when you receive a firearm from the general
public, a complaint about fire on movement of the safety,
are you able to determine what any material that you find
in the fire control is?

A We can, yes.

Q How can you tell?
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A What do you mean? It depends on what the material
is. |

Q If it appears to be gummed up, sticky material,
can you tell what that is?

A Ve have -~ I don't know if we can of not. We have
a ladb that says they can.

Q You mean a Remington lab or somebody else?

A Somebody else. I don't actually know that they
can or not.

Q Have you seen any results back from that lab?

A I remember seeing result but not on that.

Q Not on this question of the type of material?

A That's right.

Q Have you ever seen a model 700 in which there was
solidified solvents present in the fire control?

A Never seen solidified solvents.

Q Sir, in your opinion, cen temperatures below room
temperature increase the forces necessary to move the
internal parts of the fire control in a model 700 where
there is o0il and dirt present in that fire control?

Vhat kind of temperature are you talking about?

Below 50 degrees.

E I * B

No, you're giving me a range.
Q At what temperature, in your opinion, does the--

withdraw that. In the fire controls of the model 700, at
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what temperature does cold become a significant factor in
causing an increase in resistance to movement of the‘parts,
where there is dirt and oil present?

A It would be Just like your automobile, when you
have lived in this area, you know, you have certain weight
oils. If you had a 40 weight oil and it was 20 degrees out,
the car would turn over harder. If you hed a 520, you would
probably not notice any difference., That's the seame with
the firearm.

Q Have you made any study to deteramine what type
of lubricant used begins to impede the motion of the parts
at any particular temperature?

A No, I haven't.

Q Mr. Linde, with respect to the fire control in the
Thomsen rifle, the model 700, in your opinion, is it
possible that the internal forces necessary to move the
internal parts in that fire control, as of the time of the
accident, would have been greater at 40 degrees than at 70
degreas?

A I think it would be insignificant.

Q What is the basis for that opinion?

A Just what I've seen with other firearnms.

Q You're referring to the four or five that you've
been testing recently?

A I've used Remington 700's for years and I've used
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them in all kinds of temperatures, all kinds of weather,
I'm saying that's my opinion.

Q Have you, with respect to any of those that you've
used for years, actually made any measurements at different
temperatures with respect to the forces necessary to move
parts inside the fire control at different temperatures?

A Not directly for that reason, no.

Q Have you made such measurements for any reason?

A Yes.

Q For what reason?

A I worked up a system because I wanted to see if
you could tell the difference between a creepy trigger and
a crisp trigger. That's terminology, & creep trigger --

Q Jerks back?

A Yeah, and the crisp trigger bresks nice. I
worked up an arrangement. I measured the forces on the
trigger, force displecement and figured out what the good
trigger was and what was a poor trigger. I did check it
with different conditions and lubricants.

Q Were any of those that you were checking, at
different temperatures?

A That's what I was saying., I didn't vary the
temperatures significantly. The temperature was a factor
but I didn't run it down. It was, like, 50 degrees.

Q Sir, have any of the model 700's that you've owned
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or used over the years, have the fire control mechanism
gummed up?

A Ne.

Q Have any of them had an accumulation of dried
oil and dirt?

A No. 1I did have one that looked a lot like the
one in this case.

Q Your own?

A Yes.

Q It had the two piece Sear and Safety Cam?

A Yes. When I was, it was kind of ironic. I hadn't
cleaned my rifle for a couple of years, 1 was going through
this and I found it and it kind of surprised me. It was
8till a two piece. I had kept it down in the shop. It
had kind of a fine dust on the outside. It looked a lot
like the Thomsen rifle.

Q On the outside of the fire control assembly but
inside the atock?

A Yes.

Q You said it looked a lot like the Thomsen rifle.

A It looked dirty from the outside, nice and clean
on the inside.

Q You mean as of August of 19837

MR. SCULLY: Counsel, are you assuming you

people cleaned the inside of the trigger between
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the first examination and the second examination?

MR, AMES: I'm meking no assumptions whatsoever.

MR. SCULLY: There is inuendo, you people
changed the property of the trigger.

MR. AMES: You've been obJecting to inesundo
that you imagined since the beginning of the
deposition.

MR. SCULLY: I'm very carful as to where my
tax .dollars are going. - :I Just don't like being
abused. ‘

Q When ‘you say the appearance of the Thomsen rifle,
are you referring to August of 19837

A  That's the only time I saw it, other than the
pictures.

Q Which pictures are you eferring to?

A Well, the pictures that I actually saw. The
initial pictures taken on the first examination. There are
certain areas, when you examine it, that don't change because
they're not touched.

Q ¥hat areas are those?

A Well, there are certein places where your hands
don't touch.  Like in back, in and around the screws and
what have you, where you can't get access at.

Q Are you referring to_the‘adQustment_screws for

the fire control?
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A Yes.

Q Are those areas that dirt can get into, around
the stock and down through the receiver?

A I didn't say that. Somebody who has inspected
it, they wouldn't touch it,

Q What areas of the model 700 fire control are not
checked, in your experience, when the fire control is handled?

A What do you mean, not checked?

Q Didn't you say there are some areas that are not
handled?

A Yeah.

Q What are those areas?

A I Jjust said, when you handle it, there is certain
areas in around the screws that your hands wouldn't normally
touch, where you have a recess. Above the blocks, for
example, there is en area in the back, above the block.

Q Referring to your photographs of the August, °'83
gun examination, would you point cut to me, more specifically,
what you're talking about.

A Why don't you get your pictures out and I'll show
you. What are you looking for? Like right here, okay, here
on the front, underneath the tlock, for example. |

Q Underneath the blocks, between the side platez, in
front of the trigger?

A Yeah. And like, right here, along the edge there,
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where your hands would brush over,

A lot of other parts were not touched at all.
For example, on the trigger guard, in the stock and what
have you, nobody touched anything inside. The dust was still
undisturbed.

MR, SCULLY: 'I'll stipulate that those
originals cen e kept in your possession but,

- let*s mark them.

(Photographs of the Thomsen rifle were duly
marked Defendant's Exhibits JL-X- 2A through
JL-X-2F, for ldentification.)

MR, AMES: We have & stipulation that I can
retain those prints along with Mr. Linde's examina-
tion, which were previously provided to me by
Mr. Sperling.

MR. SCULLY: Yes, sure.

Q Going back to the subject of any studies of lubri-
cants, with respect to the fire controls, Remington bolt
ection firearms, are you aware of any studies or research
other than what you have told me about so far here today?

A No, 1'm not.

Q Are you aware of any studies or research with
respect to the effect of a combination of lubricants,
materials and dirt and, by dirt, I mean dust, debris or any

other foreign material?
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A Only what 1 said, what our normal procedure is in
the firearms developments and design changes.

Q  With respect to the testing, in connection with the
normal procedure, is that done in the box with the rubber
gloves that you referred to in connection with Mr. Leek?

A Not necessarily, not.

Q How else is that done?

A It can be done any number of ways. In the chanmber,
like when you might use a salt spray. It could be done
where you just take a tweezer or one of these blowers and
you have dirt or what have you, and you blow it in a specific

area, you can meausre it out.

MR. AMES: This might be a good time to break.
(This portion of the deposition was

concluded at 3:00 p.m.)

(Page 133 follows; no omissions)
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(The deposition resumed at 3:15 p.m.)
BY MR, AMES:
Q Mr. Linde, for purposes of the present
line of questioning, I'm going to asKk you some
questions with respect to specificatiocons with respect
to the Thomsen Model 700 at the time it was manu=-
factured by Remington,.

Do you understand, as I do that, that that

was 19627
A Yes.
o Sir, in your examination of the Thomsen

rifle, did you measure the width of the trigger

connector?
A Yes, I did.
& You have your notes, marked RLH X-1 in

front of you?

A Yes, I do.

O And are those results shown next to the
last line of page three, where it says, trigger
gonnector width ==

A, .1677-.1698 inches,

Qa The last line, connector width, .1647-.1648

inches.
A Yes.
Q pPid you make that measurement yourself?
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A I believe in that case, I'm not sure, but
I believe both Hillberg and myself measured that

individually.

Q@ And did you make the next measurement shown,

that .1688 at hole?

A I bellieve I did.

1} Does that measurement refer to the width
of the connector at the hole in the connector?

A Yes, 1t does. There's the picture, right
there. You can see it.

14 With respect to the measurements here for
the trigger connector that you made, are all threa
of those measurements within the spacification for
Thomsen Model 7002

MR. SCULLY: The question is compound.

THE WITNESSs Do I answer?

MR, SCULLY: Go ahead, if vou can.

THE WITKESS: I don't know what the
dimension is on the drawing. I didn't
cheek that against the drawing.

BY MR. AMES: .

Q You didn't. By that you mean the connector
width you did not check against the drawing?

A I measured the dimensions this rifle had.

That's what I 414, and that's what this report is.
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0 What was your purpose for making these
measurements?

A I wanted to know what the connector width
wasg.,

o Why did you want to know tha connector width?p

A Because I alsc measured the width of the

housing with the gauge lock, and I know what that
dimension is,

Q Is it of any importance to you if the
trigger connector were not within Remingtoen's
specifications?

A I wanted to know the interference with the

trigger housing width,.

Qo Would it be of concern to you if the trigger

connector were not to the manufacturing specification
for the Thomsen rifle?

A It would be a concern, but it has no
bearing on the case.

1 8ir, referring again to page three of your
notes of the August examination ¢f the Thomsen rifle,
sixth item up from the bottom of that page, there's
reference to the trigger assembly top opening, and
there's reference to a .1l71 inch gauge lock. Did
you make that measurement yourself?

A I believe I did, vyes.
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o 8ir, what is the specification for the
opening between the side of the trigger assembly on
the Thomsen Model 7007

MR. SCULLY: The present gspec?
MR. AMES: The spec &t the time of the
manufacture of the Thomsen rifle,
THE WITNESS: I don't know. I'd have
to look on the drawing.
BY M4R. AMES:

Q Sir, would a .172 gauge block work freely
in the areas referred to in your notes here, which
you measgured the .l71 inch gauge block worked freely?

A Yes.

Q Why did you not note the .172 gauge block
would work freely in these areas?

A Obviocusly, I nmust have tried it, and there

must have been & slight interference.

Q So it would not work freely; correct?
A That's the implication, vyes.
0 8ir, would it be important to you, with

respect to your examination of the Thomsen rifle,
and calculations with respect to that rifle, to know
what the specification for width between the trigger
agssembly side plate was?

A Not for the investigation of the rifle.
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It was important to me to know what the
dimension is.

Q Would it be important to know if the width
was not as specified for the Thomsen rifle at the
time of manufacture?

A It would ne interesting to note, but it's
not necessary for the investigation.

0 Is it your position that, as with the
trigger connector width, it would have no bearing
on the cause of the accident?

A That's right.

Q Sir, did you measure the engagement between
the sear and trigger connector in the Thomsen rifle
in August of 1983?

A Yes, I did.

2 And was that engagement as measured by you
to Remington specification for the Thomsen rifle as

of the time of its manufacture?

A You're talking about the engagement on
page five?

Q& Engagement between sear and trigger
connector.

MR. SCULLY: The one on page five?
THE WITNESS: That's the one you're

talking about?
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BY MR. AMES;:

G The engagement between sear and trigger
connector, did you measure it?

& Yeg, 1f you're talking about the comparator
measurement.

Q Did you measure by any method other than
the comparator?

A No.

o Ané are the measurements that yvou made with
respect to engagement between the sear and trigger

of the Thomsen rifle shown here on page five of your

notes?
A Yes, they are.
43 And are the engagement readings shown there

within Remington's specifications for the Thomsen
rifle as of the time of manufacture?

A I don't know for the time of manufacture
of the Thomsen rifle, but right now the measurement
ia fifteen to twenty thousand, so this would be half

a thousand under.

Q So therefore out of present specification?
A Out of present specification.
Q In your opinion, does that have any bearing

with respect to the possible cause of the firing of

the Thomsen rifle in this case?
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A flo, it never.

Q By never, you mean it does not?

A It does not.

Q Sir, at your exaninatin of the Thomsen
rifle, did you measure the total width of the sear
and safety cam?

A Yes, I did.

Q Are those results shown here in your notes?
A I believe they are.
Q Would you point out to me where.

MR. VIRI: I think it's on the bottom
of page three.

THE WITNESS: Yes, it is, combined
with a sear and safety cam ag measured with
calibrated micrometer measured .1673 inches
At extreme tails they measured .1686 inches.

BY MR. AMES:

0 Sir, are those measurements within Remingtonls

specifications for the Thomsen rifle as of the time
of its manufacture?

A I don't know.

i Does whaéher or not they are within
Remington specification at the time of manufacture
have any bearing on the guestion of the cause of the

Thomsen accident?

Katramados Reporting Service
Aphrodite Katramados, C.S.R., R.P.R.
761 Wigwam Lane, Stratford, Connecticut 06497
Telephone: (203) 378-3321

SEE 2980

139



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

A No, it doesn't.

Q 8ir, as of the time of manufacture of the

Thomsen rifle, did Remington's manufacturing procedureg,

including quality control, call for measurement of
total width of the gear and safety cam at any time
during the production of the rifle?

A I don't know.

e Did Remington manufacturing procedures,
including quality control, ever call for measurement
of the total width of the sear and safety cam during
the time in which the sear and safety cam was being
produced?

A What is the difference about this question
and the last gquestion?

Q My last question went to the date of
production of the Thomsen rifle. I'm now going over
the whole time period over which the two-piece sear

and safety cam was produced.

A The two plece?
Q Right,.
A I don't know.

MR, VIRI: Can I asX a clarification
gquestion?
MR. AMES: Sure,

MR, VIRI: Which end has the extreme
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BY MR.

L= A T A = A~

tails? Is that the end closest to the
shooter or farthest away from the shooter?

THE WITNESS: This would be better
to show you the tail.

MR, SCULLY: You're using what exhibit
here, EFB2?

THE WITNESS: The tail I'm talking
about is here.

MR. VIRI: So the end closest to the
butt?

THE WITNESS: No. The butt of the
rifle ~-

MR, AMES: Just to clarify, the rifle,
that's the end of the safety cam that is
cammed up by action of the safety?

THE WITNESS: Well, on one side of it.

It's truncated on the other side.

AMES :

So the cam portion of the safety?
Yes. It's toward the cam.

As opposed to'—-

Toward as opposed to toward the hole.
Or the operative end?

That's right.

€ir, in your examination of the Thomsen
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rifle, did you measure the spacific constant of the
trigger spring?

A No, we never,

13 Was there a specification for the trigger
spring in the specification, constant apecification
for the trigger spring at the time of manufacture of

the Thomnsen?

A Yes, there was.

Q Do you know what that was?

A No, I don't,

43 Where would we be able to obtain that
information?

A On a part drawing,

0 8ir, if the trigger spring constant of the

Thomsen Model 700 were too soft, would that affect
the amount of the forcé with which the trigger and
trigger connector would be returned beneath the sear?

A Not necessarily, no.

o Could it affect it?

A No. It depands upon the design.

L How does it depend upon the design?

A Well, your spring constant depends on what
kind of load you want to start at, travel, and at

the end of travel, and that depends on how long a

spring you have, what kind of pre-locad you want on it,

Katramados Reporting Service
Aphrodite Katramados, C.S.R., R.P.R.
761 Wigwam Lane, Stratford, Connecticut 06497
Telephone: (203) 378-3321

142

SEE 2983



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

A spring has a number of variables, other
than the spring.

0 Is it your testimony that in the Thomsen
Model 700 a low spring constant would not affect the
force with which the trigger and trigger connector
would return beneath the sear?

A Well, I =~~

Q Well, is there a correlation, in your mind,
between less spring constant and the force with
which the trigger and trigger connector return
beneath the sear in the Thomsen rifle?

A No. The pre-load would be determined by
the force. You could have a low spring constant and
high pre-load.

o Would you explain to me a little fully
what you mean by that.

A I mean that the operating forces, when you
design something like this, forces are determined by
the load that you need and the area and how you
want the forces applied, and you can vary a number
of things. When it comes to a spring, you can vary
the constant, you can vary the length, and the
constant, of course, is affected by the diameter,
how tight you want it, how big, how heavy the wire is.

There are so many variablas. I juat can't
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explain them all. If you start changing things,
everything changes.

Q If the spring constant were half of that
specified, would that affect the amount of the force
with which the trigger would return beneath the sear?

A It depends on what point you're talking
about. It could, if, at a given point, you have
exactly the same force.

1 At any given point with half the ==

A You pick a given point. You could have the
sanme force with half the spring.

Q 8ir, everything else being equal, that is,
size, length and other facgars about the spring, does
the -~

A It couldn't be egqual. You couldn't have
a spring where everything is equal, the same, and
have one with half the spring rate. Another, some-~

thing has to change.

Q Well, does the spring rate affect the amount

of force applied to the trigger over a certain area?

A It would, ves.

Q Sir, if you had two springs of the same
length ~~

A Okay.

o -- would the spring constant be doubled?
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A Sure,

) And in the Thomsen Model 700, in that
gsituation, would one exert more force than the other
to return the trigger bheneath the sear?

A If you have two distinctly different
springs, sure, you could have diffefant loads on them.

1) If the distinction is as to constant, but
the length is the same?

A Yes.

Q They would exert, in my terminology, a
different amount of force on the trigcer?

A Yes.

[+ Would you agree with the statement that
the safety mechanism should never relvy on a spring?

A I can't go along with your statement, unless
you clarify exactly what you mean.

Q What part of it needs clarification, is
unclear?

A Well, you're saying -~ would you repeat
your gueation?

13 Would you agrec with the gtatement that a
safety mechanism should not rely on a spring?

A Okay, I'll answer it.

What I would say is that you should never

have a spring-activated safety system, shouldn't have
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a mechanical system where you're maechanically blocking,
overlocking or linking something.

41 Is that because something can make the
spring inactive?

A No. 1It's that a spring is much more
sensitive to inertia forces.

o Is whether or not something could get in
and block the operation of the spring a factor?

A No.

Q 8ir, did you measure the trigger pull on
the Thomsen rifle in your examination of it?

A Yes, we did.

Q@ And was the result of that within Remington's
specifications for the Thomsen rifle at the time of
its manufacture?

A Yes, it was,.

Q Was that result any different from those
results of the measurement of the trigger pull forces

in Sacramento in October of 1981, before the triggex

assembly was disassembled by Mr. Stekl?

A I don't know. Do you have that information?
Q What information are you asking about?
A I just wanted to know, did you take the

trigger pull in Sacramento? That would be interesting

to asee.
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Q 8ir, in your examination of the Thomsen
rifle, did you measure the force reached to move the
sear within the trigger assembly?

A No.

Q You 4id say earlier that it didn't stick
when you inspected it; correct?

A I sald there was no binding.

Q Poes that mean that the sear spring was
strong enocugh to overcome any drag on the sear, on the
right side plate at the time you were inspecting it?

A That means, no, 1 didn't feel any drag.

Q Can you tell, in examining the sear in a
Model 700 of the type of the Thomsen rifle sear and
safety cam, that there's no drag or partial bind
without measuring the foxce necessary to move the
sear within the trigger assembly?

A You can't tell if there was, like if there's
a slight bind or a slight drag, and it was less than,
gay, 15 percent of the overall force you would have
a hard time finding that just by actuating the parts
back and forth, but anything that was significant,
that would bind it or tend to gall or catch it, yes,
you could pick it right up.

a Ia there a Remington specification as to

the force necessary to push the safety from the on
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position to the off position in the Model 700 as

manufactured at the time of the Thomsen rifle?

A I believe, yes.

0 Do you know what it is?

A I believe it's three pounds minimum.
0 Is there a maximum?

A I think there is.

Q Do you know what that is?

A I think 1t's ten pounds.

I'm not sure on those numbers, but it
should be in that range.
o Do you know where that information would
be available?

A I think it would probably be in the process

records.
Q pid vyou measure ~-
A And also, it could a2lso be in the standards.
Q Did you measure the force necessary to push

off the safety in the Thomsen rifle in your examina-
tion?

A Yes, we did.

Q What was it?

A Well, safety off force, force applied was
over three pounds.

Q 8ir, where are you referring in your notes?
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' A On page two, and on page three we also
checked it with a stock on and stock off,
Q Would you put the photographs back
together in a package, or packages.

I have hare the Remington Model 700 owners'
manuals produced by Remington,

I'd like to ask you if you can tell me or
identify for me the owner's manual which would have
accompanied the Thomsen rifle at tha time that it
was shipped from Remington.

A I have them in what for myself seems to
be chronological order. Which folder is it?
11 Well, Lf you have that, that's just an
easy starting place. I'm not sure.
A You want the one that went with that rifle?
o That's what I'm trying to find out.
A It's right here on top, it looks like.
Yes.

It could be any one of the firat three, in

my mind, here, based on the serial number.
Q Based on the serial number of the rifle?
A It's not that one. It could be this one
hére. |
MR, VIRI: We need a record here.

THE WITNESS: It could be that, in
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there, or it could be in the first one.

MR. AMES: Mr. Linde has been referring
to JL X-3.

THE WITNESS: Orx 1t could be with this
one right here. It could be this one right
here.

It would be either one of the first
two.

BY MR. AMES:

Q The one you already referred to?

A No, thesa two. You want either one of these
two.

MR. AMES: We can refer to them by
our sgserial number system, which we provided
you a set,

MR. VIRI: For the record, the first
one ha's indicated, is Exhibit CBW19,000061
through 000064,

BY MR. AMES:

Q This one numbered 61 through 64 is the first
one that you referred to?

A Yes,

0 You gaid it might be that one?

A Yes. Thers was a revision in between that

at the time that that came out, and it would be either
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one. I don't know which one would have want with

this, because I don't know exactly what month it was

produced.

Do you know what month the rifle was

produced? I could tell you exactly,

3

Remington has told us when it was, but I'm

just curious as to the process, when you look at

those, how are you going about it?

B

changes,

o

A
2
A

I just have a memory when it comes to those
and I can tell, just by.looking at it.
Just as to the text?
Yes. I know what I'm doing on those.
Can you explain the process that you use?
Yes.
MR. VIRI: Can we get the other one
identified, that he said could be the one?
THE WITNESS: If you want to tell me
what month it was produced, I can tell you

exactly.

151

MR. AMES: What is the date of production

of the Thomasen rifle by month?
MR. HUTTON: According to my interpre-
tation, it's May of 1962. I believe the

letter is at the top, J.
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BY MR. AMES:

Q2 8o we can disregard the prior reference
to the manual, the numbers 61 through 64, and we'll
now refer to a manual bearing the numbers 000162
through 000166;: right?

a Yes.

MR. VIRI: That manual has previously
been marked as CBW20.
BY MR. AMES:

Q How did you go about determining that the
one you've just identifled is the manaal that accompan
the Thomsen rifle?

3 Because it's the right manual for that time
frame. It has the correct code on it.

2 What code are you referring to?

a there's a code on the bottom there telling

you the date code.

Q RAV362?
A, Yes.
g So if I had one of those in this group

produced by Remington that had no RAV, it woeuld be
the first one?

A, That would be, yes,

[+ And'is the code usually at the last page

of the manual?
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A Well, not necessarily, no.

Is there more than one RAV number?

A I don't believe s0, no.

MR. VIRI: The 362 would mean it was
revised in March of 19627
THE WITNESS: That's right. It was
produced in May, you said, the gun?
MR. VIRI: Yes,.
BY MR. AMES:

o Mr. Linde, do you have any redollection
of working on FSR problems wnile you were in the
Research DPivision?

A What do you mean, working on FBS8R problena?

Q I mean any work in connection with fire on
safety releases on Remington firearms while you were
in the Research Division.

A I didn't concentrate on it. Y worked on
trigger assembly fire controls.

1 Did you work on some FSR's while you were
in research?

A I'm sure that I've looked at them. I
didn't work on them per se.

1} Do you recall reaaching any conclusiong as
to what caused the PSR's in any that you looked at

while you were in research?
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L Sure. I would have had a conclusion for

every one that I looked at.

¢} Do you recall any of thoase conclusions now?

A All I can recall is some of the more common
ones,

141 What were those?

A I think probably the biggest single nunber

were peoplc backed off the trigger, adjust the screw

or made gome other alteration in the trigger adjustment

screw so that either the trigger connector was not
positioned under the sear safety cam and/or there was
no spring temsion to hold it undor the sear safety
can. |

Q Waere these firearms FSR gquestions that you
looked at in research ones that had been received
from Field Service with complaints from customers?

A No. I might have been involved in helping
out, but, no, I wasn't involvad in, par se, looking
at the guns back from customers.

¢ Where would the FSR guns that you just
told me about having looked at have come from?

L Those guns would have actually been somne
customers' guns, but I got them through Jim Bower.

Q What was Jim Bower's position at the timae?

A Ea was a supervisor in Process Engineering.
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a And would those have been guns that had
been reviewed by the Gun Examination Cthittee?

A Yes, in some casas, and he knew that I was
working on fire controls and he would bring them back
for me to look at.

4] Do you know 1if he brought all the Gun
Examination Committee --

A I know he never.

Q Do you know what criteria he used?

A Just keeping me informed, more than anything
else.

Q Sir, can an PSR 1in a Model 700 be caused

by a deformed trigger assembly side plate?

A What do you mean by a deformed trigger side
plate?
1) If the housing on the side plate were not

flat, could that cause FER?
A It would depend on where you had your
deformation and how much you had and when you got it.
Q If there was deformation someplace, could
it or could it not -~

MR. SCULLY: He already answered that,

Counsel, it would depend on certain factora.

THE WITNESS: I mean, you know, it

just doesn't ijust happen.
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BY MR. AMES:

0 I understand that. I'm just asking you
whether, in your opinion, sufficient deformation
could cause FSR,

MR. SCULLY: That's been asked and
answered.
THE WITNESS: It would depend on the
situation and the circumstance.
BY MR. AMES:

& Could a Model 700 bhe tricked without any
change in the adjustment of the trigger screws from
the factory specifications?

A Couid a Model 700 be tricked?

Q Right, without adjusting the adjustment
screws £from the factory settings.

MR. SCULLY: That's argumentative.
I believe hig former testimony was
that it couldn't be tricked.
THE WITNESS: No, it can't. The
700 was never trickable like the 600.:
BY MR, AMES:

e} Sir, I'm looking at a copy of your deposi-~
tion in the See case, by way of refercecnce, page 48.
I don't have a line reference.

Mr. Chamberlain asked you a guestion: "aAnd
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'you knew you could trick a 700 without adijusting the
adjustment screws?" Your answer was: "There are
other ways to do it." Question was: "List thenm,"
and vou then said: "You could take in, the customer
could disassemble it, hit the housing, deform the
housing."”

A Th@t's riggt.

Q And would that éause a Model 700 to be
?ricked?

A Yes, it could.

X How would it cause the Model 700 to be
tricked?

A If you lock the thing by upsetting it, {if
you locked it into position, or deformed the tolerance
such that you lost your engagement, it could cause it
to be tricked,

Q When you say locked it in position, f:u
would lock the sear gafety cam into position?

B In this case -~ you see, what I'm tryving to
get to you is, you hava’to go through a certain
get of circumstances., You would have to cock the
rifle first. You have to go through a sequence of
events to get the svent that happens.

a Assuming that the saquance of avents wvas

such that it was deformed after it was cocked, could
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that cauze it to FSR?
A Sure.
Q Could a specified engagement contributs to
FSR in the Model 7007
A Yes, 1f you went down, like in, say, a
three or four thousandths range of engagement, whare
you had the two radluses essentiaslly coming down on
one another, where it would trick the trigger away,
sure, it could.
Q 8ir, can some Model 700's be cocked with
the safety in the on position?
MR, SCULLY: Up to the present?
MR. AMES: Any, any ever manufactured.
THE WITNESS: Yes.

BY MR. AMES:

Q Can the Thomsen Model 700 be cocked with
the safety on?

A No, it cannot.

Q You started to tell me the common causes
of FSR, I beliava. What, in your experience, are
the other causes of FSR?

A Another cause could be if you had the
trigger bound back, whether it be the trigger guard
or the stock or some other obstruction. A broken

connector would cause an FSR. No engagement would
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causae an PSR,

Q You say the trigger bound back. You maan

something restrxicting the trigger from returning?

A Back to its battery position.

¢ That's underneath the sear?

A That's right.

0 When you say the trigger, do you actually

mean the trigger and connesctor?

a. Yes, the trigger and connactor.

Q Is there any way the trigger could return
and the connector not return?

A There's clrcumstances. If you did not
have enough clearance, which would be the case in the
700, where the trigger would try to return but the
connector would be hung up on the base of the sear.

Q What causes, to your knowledge, are there
for the trigger connector not returning underneath
the sear?

A A broken connector.

it What other causes?

MR. SCULLY: Are we talking about
a 7007
MR. AMES: Model 700,
THE WITNESS: I know no other causes.

I could contemplate other causes, but I've
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naver seen any other causes,.
BY MR. AMES:

Q What other causes do you believe to be
conceptually possibler

A If the connector was wider than the
housing. If there's something, some way that the
thing was binding.

Q Are there any other common ¢auses of PSR,
to your knowledge, other than the ones you've told
me about?

A I don't know. I think I've covered the
majority of them.

13 Sir, 1I'd like you to assume with me a
Model 700 of the same vintage ag the Thomsen Model
700, with the two-piece cam and éafety, and further
aasume, for purposes of my gquestion, that the bolt
can be closed with the safety on.

MR, SCULLY: Unlike the Thomsen rifle?

THE WITNESS: HNo. He sald closed with

the safety on.
BY MR. AMES:
1) You previously testified, did you not, that
in your opinion the Thomsen rifle, you couldn't

close the bolt with the safety on?

A No. You said cock the rifle with the safety
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on, and I sald you cannot cock the rifle with the
gafety on.

Q By that you mean open the bolt?

A When you open the bolt you cock it, and
the striker.

Q How much force is roquired, in a Model 700
of the Thomsen type, to unlock the bolt, while we're
on this subject?

B You mean the bolt force?

Q The force necessary to unlock the bolt.

A I don't know.

& Can you give me an approximation of that?

A No, I'd rather not.

We've calculated it, and we've run, we've
taken a look with the scale, you know, or a
transducer and cranked the gun down and measured
what the bolt loads are, and we've done it with a
number of rifles, so we have a good sample.

43 Is the force necessary to unload the, or
to unlock the bolt handle when it's in the down,
closed position more than five pounds in force?

A I don't know. I might be a little more
than that.

Q S8ir, in the Thomsen rifle, is it possible

to close the bolt with the safety on?
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A Yes, it is.

1) Assume with me that you have a Model 700
of the same manufactured date as the Thomsen rifle,
and the bolt is closed and the rifle fired.

A Okay.

Q Assume further that the =~-

MR, SCULLY: By pulling the trigger?

MR. AMES: By pulling the trigger,
that the sear remains stuck below the
normal upward rest position for the sear
due to foreign material in the trigger
essembly.

Further assume that the bolt is
open and that at some future time a new
round is put into the chamber and tha bolt
is closed.

In yvyour opinion, will that lead to
a follow dowh of the rifle?

MR. SCULLY: Incomplete hypothetical.
It's not relevant to this proceeding, either.

Go ahead.

THE WITNES8: If you held the sear
down?

BY MR. AMES:

Q The sear is stuck down in my question.
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a No. If you held the seaf down, the sear
wag physically held down, and if you 4id what you
said and the force on the other, on the spring would
just let the sear, would be held down, trigger's
forward, okay.

Now you're sure you want the sear held down?

2 I want the sear stuck in a downward position

A It's belng held down, firmly being held down
when the firing pin head comes forward, again, it
would follow down,

Q You understand what I say when I say held
down that I'm referring to stuck down by some foreign
material?

A But, you see, the problem between you and
me is, I've seen the rifle and I know that the sear

was not stiuck down.

o In the Thomsen fifle?

A Yes.

e I'm giving you a hypothetical guestion.
A Yes. |

I know what you're leading to, and I know
what your next guestion will be.
Q What is my next gqQuestion, sir?
MR. SCULLY: <Counsel, ask your next

gquestion.
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MR, AMES: He said he knows what it
is.
MR. S8CULLY: You're arguing with the
witness.
THE»WITNBSS: You're asking the
guestions.
BY MR, BAMES:

o In that hypothetical that I 4dust posed,
ig the reason that this follows down that there
was nothing locking the firing pin from moving forward]

A That's right. You're saying if the
sear is held down, so essentially that gun does not
have a sear.

o Let me ask you, then, to add an additional
factor, which is that the bolt is also stuck down.
Assume that the safety is then put in an on pesition,
canmming the safety, the safety half of the sear, and
safety assembly up sufficiently to keep the bolt from
going forward; I'm sorry, keasping the firing pin
from going forward.

Can the sear still stay stuck down far
enough 8o that the connector can't return underneath
itv?

A You're the one that's sticking the sear

down. Don't ask me if the sear can stay stuck down.
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43 I'm asking you if the action of camming
up the sear -~ I'm sorry, the safety piece, half
the sear and safety cam assembly, oan result in the
sear half remaining stuck far enough down to keep
the trigger connector from coming back underneath it.
A You czn't ask re that, bhecause you had
assumed that the sear is stuck down, s¢ you get all
through with this chain of events, then you say,
can you say that the sear is going to be stuck down.
Q I'm asking you to assume that it started
out stuck down and you then put the safety on sufficie]
to canm up a portion of that two-piece assembly.
A When did you put the safety on?
o Let me back up. I'll see if I can clarify
the first question.

The rifle is fired by pulling the trigger
with the bolt closed sometime, and the sear sticks
down at that time.

A Okay. Yow you have the sear stuck down,
That's whatAyou want, you want that stuck down?
o For ny question, yeg, and it's stuck down

far enough that the trigger connector can't return

underneath.
A, Okay.
Q Sometime thereafter the bolt is opened,
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and sometime later a new round is put in the chamber,

and before the bolt is closed the safety is put in
the on position sufficient to raise the safety canm
up enough that if the bolt were then closed there
would not be a follow down,

a Yes.

Q As of the point at which the safety cam

is put in the upper position that I've just described,

is it mechanically possible for the sear to stay
stuck down far enough that the trigger connector
can't get underneath 1it?
MR. S8CULLY: You've changed your
hypothetical.

BY MR. AMES:

Q Can you answer my question?
A You're saying the sear is stuck down ~~-
0 That's my question. Is it mechanically

possible that once stuck down that the sear could
stay there if the safety cam were cammed up?
A You're assuming that it stays stuck down?
o Right. 1Is it possible? Ara they tied

together? 1Is there any interrelationship between

the two?
A There's a pin in there.
0 You're referring to the little button on
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the safety cam plece?

A Yes.

Q Would that force the sear up with the safety
cam?

A I don't believe so. It could in the extreme
case, but I don't believe that that's its intention.

Q So am I correct in my hypothetical that
me¢hanically you can, by putting the safety on -~

a Forget the hypothetical. If you want me
to say, are the parts locked together in this assembly
no, they're not.

Just forget the hypothetical, because,

you know, I can't answer a hypothetical. I've looked
at the gun, and that's what we're here to talk about,

L I'm asking you a hypothetical in an
attempt to analyze the problem.

A I'm here because of that gun. I'm not
here because of a hypothetical gun.

Q But what I'm trying to do is get an under-
standing of how these guns work.

A What you want to know is, is it mechanically
possible?

Q That's a part of my question, what I told
you so far. Can the sear stay down and the zafety cam

be cammed up?
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A It's hypothetical.

Q As ny gquestion was posed, the sear can stay
down and the safety cam comes up?

A Yes., You said that.

0 To your knowledge, is there any engineering

reason why that can't happen?

A I'm telling you, they're not locked togetheri
Q 8o there's no reason it can't happen?
A I'm not going to go through and say that.

They're your assumptions., You're laying the ground-
work, and if what you want from me is that they're
locked together, I'm telling you, no, it's not.
Qo Let*s back up.
Is it mechanically possible, in your
opinion, that the sear could be stuck down, as I
asked you to assume?
A Could it become stuck down?
o Yes.
MR, SCULLY: By what?
MR. AMES: By any foreign material.

BY MR. AMES:

9 Is that within the realm of engineering
possibility?
A Yas. You could take some type of supar

adhesive, you could bolt it together and it stays
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stuck down.
Q Is there anything else in my hypothetical

8o far that, in your judgment, is a mechanical

impossibility?

A I already told you that they're not locked
together.

Qo S0 we now have the sear stuck down at the

safety cam?

A You have.

Q As I posed the hypothetical.

A You have it, ves.

43 And all of tha steps, as I've posed then,

are in the realm of possibilities; is that correct?

A No. When you say assume that, you're
setting up assumptions.

Qo I'm asking you if each of those assumptions
is possible.

A Okay.

¢ Are they?

A the first one you're saying is if the sear
is stuck down, and I'm telling you, yes, assuming
you.drilled a hole, you could put a screw in it, and
it's down, sure. You could do that. You éan open
the bolt, you can put the gun on safety,.

o Let's back up and start over and tell me,

Katramados Reporting Service
Aphrodite Katramados, C.S.R., R.P.R.
761 Wigwam Lane, Stratford, Connecticut 06497
Telephone: (203) 378-3321

lé69

SEE 3010



10
1
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
2
23

»24

25

as to each of the eslements of my hypothetical, as to
whether those are possible.
MR. SCULLY: However renmote.
BY MR. AMES;
Q That is that upon the gun being fired by
pulling the trigger &t gome time the sear sticks down

due to some forelgn material.

A You're saying foreign material?
) Right.
B, I don't know that that sear could stick

down with foreign material.
g Is it mechanically possible some foreign

mataerial could cause it to stick down?

A I don't know that.
g You don't know that?
A No.

MR. SCULLY: He just answered it.

Now you're arguing.

THE WITNESS: I told you that you could

take and induce a foreign material. You
could induce Locktite or something, and
it's going to stick. I mean, you ccould
drill a hole and put a bolt in.

BY MR, AMES:

o Let's assume that there's a foreign
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material that has caused it to stick down.

A Fine. 1It's your assunption.

0 And is that assumption possible? Is that
something that can occur, to make that sear stick
down?

A You bet.

0 Is it further possible that somecne might
open the bolt at some later time and put another
round in? Is there anything impossible about that?

MR. SCULLY: Counsel, what are you

talking about, through normal use?

MR. AMES: 1I'm talking about mechanical

possibilities.

MR. SCULLY¥: That includes abnormal
use?

MR. AMES: No. My guestion is, is
it mechanically possible to do it.

MR. SCULLY: Through abnormal use,
through normal use, any time?

MR, AMES: Just whether it's still
mechanically possible.

MR. SBCULLY: I'm having trouble with
the intent involved.

BY MR. AMES:

0 What we have is the sear stuck down. We
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pull the trigger, and the gun fires. Now what we
do is, we induce sorething to stick the sear down
and we fire the gun. We use some means to stick
that sear down g8c it can't come up, some foreign
material. You mentioned Locktite..

A Yes, or a screwv.

Q I'm talking about something other than
another piece of metal. I'm talking about some

material such as Locktite., Would you agree with me

on that?
A You've Locktited it to the side?
1) So hocktite, whigh is a form of glue, is

in there, right, for purposes of this hypothetical?

A I don't know if it's a form of glue or not,
but let's don't argue about it any more. You have
Locktite in there. Fine.

0 Is it mechanically possible that the bolt
can he opened and the spent cartridge case removed?

A Bure.

Q Is it further mechanically possible to put
the safety on such that the safetvy cam, side of the
secar and safety cam move up far enough to engage the
bolt but that the sear remains stuck down?

i You mean engage the firing pin?

Q Yes.
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A If you haven't put any Locktite between
the two surfaces?

MR. SCULLY: Are we assuming Locktite
will adhere to the side plate even though
the safety is put on?

BY MR. AMES:
Q Listen to my gquestion,

MR, VIRI: I'd just like to clarify
his last answer,.

Mr. Linde, you said between the two
aurfaces?

THE WITNESS: I was 3just being smart,

MR. VIRI: Did you mean between the
surface of the sear and the safety cam?

THE WITNESS: Yes.

1 apologize.

BY MR. AMES:

Q Is it now within the realn of mechanicsal
possibility that at some future time, those conditions
wae've already discussed being the sane, someéne might

put a fresh round in the chamber and close the bolt?

A No. You're saying, is it mechanically
possible?

o Right.

A It's mechanically possible to put a round
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in the chamber, sure.

Q

A

3

because 0f the safety cam port being cammed up;

correct?

A

is. I don't know if the dog would pick it up er not.

2

A

part.

174

Given the prior steps we've talked about?
Yes, you could.

Now the firing pin would not move forward

Yes,

T don't know what the purpose of that dog

What do you mean by the dog?

Well, that dog that's on the side of that

MR, VIRI: Is that what we've called
the button before?

THE WITNESS: Yes, or whatever you
call it.

MR, VIRI: What's the purpose of that
button?

THE WITNESS: That is so you can't
digagssemble it. The safety cam is only,
cam on the safety lever is only so wide,
and it has to be under that corresponding
cam, if you put the thing on the wrong
position then you can't get the gun together

s0 that the dog would stop it from being

Katramados Reporting Service
Aphrodite Katramados, CS.R., R.P.R.
761 Wigwam Lane, Stratford, Connecticut 06497
Telephone: (203) 378-3321

SEE 3015



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

disassembled or assembled incorrxectly, to
make sure your safety always works,
But I don't know the relationship with
respect to the dog, with respéct te the sea
To say that, you know, in all cases that
it wouldn't pick that up, so the trigger
would clear, I'd have to go through all_the
tolarances.
BY MR. AMES:
0 So it's possible that the sear could stay
down and the gsafety cam go up?
A I'm saying, I don't know if that would
apply in all cases, for example in the case we're

talking about here.

Q You're referring to the Thomsen rifle?
A Yes,
Q How much lift in the Thomsen gun is required

to engage that dog?
MR. SCULLY: With the safety cam --
THE WITNESBS: I don't know. That
wasn't mentioned in your hypothetical, I
don't know.
BY MR. AMES:
o Further assume, then, that the dog button

on the safety cam port does not raise the sear far
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enough so the trigger connector can get back under=-
neath. The trigger connector is still blocked from
returning.

MR. SCULLY: You're still assuming
that the sear is stuck?

MR. AMES: I'm assuming that the dog
has not raised it far enough to lock the
trigger connector.

THE WITKESS: Okay.

BY MR. AMES:

Q Now if the bolt is closed, the firing pin
will remain in the cocked position; correct?

A Yes, it will,

Q If the safety lever ig then moved from
the safe on to the safe off position, what will
happen?

MR. SCULLY: That's an incomplete
hypothetical, an impossibility, assumes
facts not in evidence.

BY MR. AMES:

Q Why is it an impossibility?

A You tell me what will happen.

Q I'm asking you what happens, then.

A No. It's your assumption., You're making

that point.
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o You're the expart. I'm asking you what

would happen, assuming those asgsumptions are correct.

A When you kick the safety forward, the sear

safety cam is going to come down. The striker is
going to come forward.

o} And that's because the sear is not there
to support the --

A No. You glued it to the side wall.

There's one other thing I have to say,

which I didn't cover. The safety is only a mechanical

contrivance, and, really, the safety, in handliqg it,
in this case it would engage if the handler just
followed the basic safety rules.

Q Is it possible, in the same hypothetical,
that the sear might be stuck down to a position
wherein the connector would return underneath the
sear only to a very small engagement, less than the
full engagemant? '

MR. B8CULLY: That's an incomplete
hypothetical.
THE WITNESS: I doubt that very mnuch.
BY MR. AMES:

Q Why do you doubt that‘there could be a

position of the sear wherein the connector would

only come back partially underneatn?
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A Becausa when you're handling a mechanism
like this, what would happen is, you're vibrating
it when opening and closing it, 8o the thing is being
shaken, and it's moving.

Q2 I'm asking you whather it's possible that
the trigger connector could, given certain positions
of the safety cam being stuck down in my hypothetical,
return partially underneath the sear but not to its
full engagement position?

A No.

g Why is that?

A It's going to return. VYou're jiggling it,
because as you come under it, you have the hypotenuse
of the triangle, and it comes at an angle like this.

The angle is going to become shorter as you comne

around.
Q Have you ever heard the term "hair trigger"?
A I've heard it, yes.
Q What would you understand that term to

mean as applied to the fire control of the Modél 700%
B It wouldn't have anything to do with the
700 as we know it,
Q Is it possible that a Model 700 might, for
reasons of some malfunction, have a hair trigger?

MR, SCULLY: That calls for speculation,
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THE WITNESS: I don't know. 1I've
never seen 1t.
BY MR, AMES:
Q Have you ever heard of the Model 700 being
susceptible to jar-off?
MR, SCULLY: Assumes facts not in
evidence,
THE WITNEES: Tell me what you mean
by jar-off.

BY MR. AMES:

Q Going off because of jarring of the firearn,

firearm being jarred.

A Yes.

o And in fact jar-off is one of the coded
itens in the malfunction index?

b It could be, yes,.

0 Would you review that, sir, and tell me
if it is here.

A Yes., It's JO.

Q Is there a c¢code numberxr?

A Code 84.

1t ¥hat do you understand JO, as used there
in the malfunction index, to méan, sir?

A It means gun Jjars off.

Q Jars off because of what?
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A Because if there's impact it will go off,
Q Impact to the gun?

A Yes.

Q Showing you the other malfunction codes

with respect to customer complaints, do you see one

there with the number 1077

A It could be combined, yves.

o 107 is combined with something else?

A Jar-off or fire on closing.

0 Jar-off i{s the same, meaning -~

A No. Jar-off can have more than one
meaning.

Q Is the meaning, as used there, the same

as in the malfunction index we just referred to?

A I would think it would be.

Q Sir, is it possible that the jar~-off
condition in the Model 700 fire control could occur
because of the trigger connector not returning to
ité full engagement positien underneath the sear?

MR. SCULLY: Incomplete hypatheﬁical,
not relevant to this proceeding. First,
the fire control doesn't jar off. The
rifle would jar off.

BY MR. AMES:

Q Right.
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A You're saying the rifle jars off. You
can have a rifle jar-off because you have inadeguate
sear connector engagement, sure. If you crank that
engagement up so that you'xre right on the line,
right on the edge, and you close the bolt hard, sure,
it will jar qff.

) What about if  close the bolt and then
bang the rifle against someﬁhing?

A Well, that's something else again,

Well, vou know, I mean, vou're jarring it,
either way, but by the way you're jarring it,

Q Could it happen from banging the rifle
after the bolt was closed?

A If you take and adiuat the thing down to
minimum engagement and you jar it, sure, you could
set it off.

Q When it's in that minimum engagement
position, if the trigger were pulled, would that
result in what's called a hair trigger?

A Would you repeat that?

113 If you adjust the triggexr until it has
minimum engagement, which is what I refer to as a
hair trigger --

A Sure. You could just touch it and it's

going to go, if you adjust it, or grind it, whatever.
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4} In the Model 700 fire control, if the
trigger sticks in such a position that the engagement
is so small, can it result in being jarred off
if the firearm is banged?

MR. 8S8CULLY: 1It's an incomplete
hypothetical, calls for speculation.

TRE WITNESS: 1I can't speculate on
that. 1I've never seen that or heard of
that‘happening.

BY MR. AMES:

Q Is it hypothetically possible that the
trigger would stick forward in such a position that
the engagement would --

A It's not mechanically possible.

Q Why is it not mechanically possible?

A Because it's not mechanical. If it's

sticking, something's holding it.

G That's a mechanical process, isn't it?
A It depends on how you define that.
Q Lat me try again,

Is it possible that the trigger can stick

forward such that the engagement is as small as

you've just referred to someone doing by intentional

alteration of the engagement?

A You're aakidg me, as an expert, and I'm
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saying I can't conceive of it, I've never seen it or
heard of it, and I can't conceive how it could happen.

Q You can't conceive how it could be stuck
in such a small engagement?

MR. SBCULLY: That's been asked and
answered. You're harassing the witness.
THE WITNESS: ©No, I can't.
BY MR. AMES

o Why 1is it that you can conceive of gomeone
adjusting the engagement down that small but --

A Because 1've seen it, and I can see where
they would do it,.

Q Is the only reason you can't conceive of
it happening as a result of the trigger sticking
forward because you haven't seen it?

A  No, because if you compress the spring you
release the spring and the thing comeas forward. It's
going to stop there, and it's going to come back
until it reaches its rest position.

Q You mean that the trigger is just going to
stop?

A That trigger will juat stop.

) To your knowledge, has the Gun Exanination
Committee ever reported triggers to be found to be

sticking forward in Remington bolt action fire
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controls in their examination?
A I'm sure they would hava.

Q Mr. Linde, I'd like to ask you about another
statement made in your deposition in the See case.
It's on page 8l.

You stated, if you're blocking the trigger
in some way, whether it be gunk or whatever, so that
it will cause distortion or cause interference with
the trigger, then you can set the gun up to discharge
when the safety is released.

Would you agree with that statement?

MR, SCULLY: I object to your taking
that out of context.

THE WITNESS: I remember in that
deposition the lawyer got confused on what
he asked me, and he left ona element out of
it and I repled in the negative because it
couldn't conadvably work, so if you take
oomcthihg out of context like that, I'm not
going to answer. He hd things in ﬁhora
baseéd on what he said, and he naid‘tho
things out of context.

BY MR, AMES:

Q Let me read you the gusstion, then.

n-@c you seen or heard of a gum=up condition

A .'i\‘. ' ‘Katramados Reporting Service
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in a 700 cauaing the rifle to accidentaly fire under

some circumstances, and your answer was, yes, you can

set it up, if you're blocking the trigger in same way,

whether it be gunk or whataver, so that it will cause
distation or cause interference with the trigger, then
you can set the gun up to discharge when the safety is
released.
Do vou still agree with that statement?
A Yes, I would,
Q And how would you set up the gun to discharxge

when the safety is released in the circumstances set

forth in your answer there?

A Well, you've got the triggerblocked forwards
right?

Q I ypu‘re blocking the trigger in some way.

A If there's no support under the sear and if

you open the bold and you put the safety on, thqn you
releagse the safaty, sure, it will strike, or £fall.

Q When you release the safetY?

A Sure.

(A short recess was hdd.)

BY MR, ARES.

A Mr. Linde, would youagrece with the statement
that a firearm ia really a fairly complex thing to many

facture,that there are lots of performance tolerances
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critical?
I N Yes, I would,
43 Sir, it's my understanding, with respect

to the fire control of the Modal 760, that the
Ramington specifications for the sear and safety
cam called for a maximum width of those two parts,
ig that corract, at the time it was manufactured?

A, You're talking 19627

Q Right.
B, I don't know that,.
Q Would you consider it a reasonable assump-

tion that Remington did have a specification for the

maximum width of the sear and safety cam?

A 0f the two parts?

0 Yes.

A Yes, there was.

o Is there presently a minimum spacing between

the side plate of the fire control assembly in the

Model 7007
A Well, it's something we checked.
0 Is there a specified minimum presently?
8 Well, there's a specified minimum that you

can calgulate, sgure.
1Y What do you mean by that?

A Well, there's a specified dimension fox the
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trigger housing and for the sear safety cam.

Q So there's a ninimum width betwaen the side
plate and the housing per se?

A Yes. There's a dimension for the housing,

if that's what you're asking me,

G I'm asking yvou that now.
A Oh, sure.
S And is it your understanding also that the

maximum sear and safety cam is less than the minimum
~ between the side plate of the fire control

housing; is that correct?

A Yes, it would be.
Q What is the reason for that?
A 8o that you have clearance.

Q What do you maan?.

A Because if you have an interference, the
thing will drag.

13 It is my further understanding that the
Remington specification for the maximum width of the
sear and safety cam is approximately five-thousandths
less than the minimum spacing between the side plate.
Is that generally consistent with your understanding
of those specifications?

A I don't think so.

113 What is your understanding, Mr. Linde?
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A I'& have to gat the drawings out and just
take the time to calculate it out.

Qo How long would that take?

A All 1'd have to do 18 just take a pencil
and figure it out.

Q Could you do that now, because 1'd just
likxe to establish that so I can go on and ask further
guestions,

A You don't have to establish that, though,

_because it's a physical fact that you have to have

& clearance,

G ‘I'd like to establish a sufficient founda-
tion for further questioning, and I'd like to
establish that,

A I angwered that you have to have a clearance
for the thing to work right.

Q What is the clearance, in your opinion,
between =--

A If you're going to ask me that, and you
want a definite dimension, then I'll have to calculate
that out. If you want to tell me what it is, I'll

assume that with you.

v} I'd like a definite dimension.
A Oh, you do?
43 Yes.
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189
A Okay. Then we'll have to calculate it,
won't we?
13 Unless you know it,
A I don't know it.

Do you know what the size of a dime is?

g No, but then I've not ~-
) You have how many of them in your pocket?
g I'm not an expert with respect to dimes

either, nor did I examine the Thomsen rifle.

Ig there a design drawing of the Mcdel 700
in front of you there?

(While witness is checking drawings) Do
you need the drawing number? Would that help vou?

MR. VIRI: We have an index of drawing
numbers.

THE WITNESBS: That would be beautiful,

May I ask a guegtion, so I understand
why we're doing this?

You know what the dimensions are,
exaactly, of the rifle in question.  You
know what the dimensions are, you know
what the parte measure, you have all that
information. What difference does that make?

BY MR. AMES:

143 I want to know what the specified c¢learances
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are.

A Oh, okay. You want the specified c¢learances

MR, RAU: Drawing number 17946. Thevy
should be indexed.

THE WITNESS: There's one.

MR. RAU: There's the safety cam.

THE WITWESS: That's the new one, You
can take a look. Mavbe I don't understand
your system correctly.

MR, VIRI: I think these are ali the
new ones.

BY MR. AMES:

a ¥hile the checking is going on, the purpose
for the spacing botween the maxinmum size of the parts,
by that I mean the sear and safety cam, and the mini-
mun specified space in the fire control housing is to
prevent the parts from dragging agsinst the housing;
is that correct?

A That's right.

1+ You said earlier words to the effect that
what the spacing was in this gun with respect t¢ the
specification was not of concern to you: is that
corract?

A it's of concern to me, but it.di§ not

affect the gun in guestion.
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a And if there had been dried oil and dirt
in the fire control of the Thomsen gun at the time
of the accident, would that be a factor?

MR. SCULLY: You're assuming at the
time of‘the accident there was dried oll,
and not dried oil at the time of the
examination?

MR. AMES: That's all in Mr. Steki'gq
notes, as well as Mr., Linde can ~-

I'm just asking you a gquestion. How
can you have dried oil at one tine and not
at another time? Does it disappear in .the
interim? It's an impossibility.

THE WITNESS: I may have geen
Mr. Stekl's noﬁea, but the only way I can
answer is what I looked at. I loocked at
the trigger assembly, and there wasn't any
dried oil.

BY MR. AMES:

) If there had been 0il and dirt in the fire
control at the time of the accident, would that
change your opinion as to whether or not the spacing
in the fire control side plate and the trigger --
I'm sorry, and the sear and safety cam- was of

significance to vou in determining the cause of this
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accident?
3 I don't believe so0.
0 If the clearance between those parts and

the side plate is, hypothetically, half a mil total,
the presence of oil and dirt would affect, possibly
affect whether or not that fire control would mal-
function; ilsn't that correct?

MR, SCULLY: That calls for specula-
tion.

THE WITNESS: It's not going to make
any difference whether it's half a mii or
three mils. It's going to depend upon the
dirt in the lubricant.

Bé MR, AMES:
o But at thres mils, would certain kinds of
dirt ahd-oil in ﬁhe fire control, that could cause

that fire control to malfunction, could it not?

MR. SCULLY: That calls for speculation.

THE WITNESS: I just don't know,

BY MR. AMES:

Y Arxre you familiar with a document knewn as
a DCR?
A Sure.

Q What is the purpose of a DCR?

A Are you talking about a design change
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reguaest?

G Yas.

B Yes.

o What is the purpose of a design changs
requegt?

A Initiate a raguest for a design change,

just as the name says, really.

Q I'll show you a DCR number 10173, bearing

3 transmittal date of 8/16/76.

I'll ask you to particularly note down at

the bottom what appear to be some initials.

Do those appear to be your initials?

A Yes,
3

A No.
o Does
A

That's a copy of my initials.

that mean that you approved that DCR?

That means that I approved it.

0 Did you, in your ecapacity in the Research

Division, have

responsibllity for Remington rifles,

including the Model 700, in 19762

A Yes.

Q What
if you know?

A Just
dimension from

dinmension from

was the reason for that design c¢hange,

as it says here, increase blank
«»179-.175 to .180-.176, f£inished

«175~,173 to .176-.174.
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Q Who requested that you do this, do you know?

A From the initials at the top, JAA, John
Albenino,

G Do you recall the circumstances?

-8 Well, he came out to talk to me, and he

said that, could we rivet the twe side plates together
In fact, that's the housing, right there; I'm sorry,
they're right on top. See thage rivets?

Well, there's the two spacer blocks there,
sintered, and they go in between those two side
plates, and you apply the rivet and you put the thing
in a press, and what we found was that when you press
and pﬁt the rivet in that you're actually compressing
that and you get this dimension here.

o By that do you mean the dimension bstween
the side plates?

A Yes, and s¢o what he wanted to do was to
increase the overall spacers ona-thousandths to allow
for this conpression when we put the parts together.

G You're referring to drawing number C-266557

A Yes, |

MR, AMES: - May I have the DCR back

(handing to counsel)?

MR. BCULLY: Did you see the drawing

number?
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THE WITNESS: C-26655. I did, yes.
BY MR. AMES:

Q The DCR I just asked you about refers to,
makes reference to allowing more clearance for the
trigger because of a slight bow of plate when rivet
swaged (?)} can cause triggexr to bind,

In fact, some triggers can bind --

B What happened was that whan you take, you
put the trigger in the assenbly, you take and move
it back and forth, and they had to screen out a few
that were actually going a little undersized.

Q Why is 1t important to have more clearance
for the trigger?

A It's not important to have more clearance.
What we were trying to do was maintain the clearance
of what we had.

The housing, such as in the gun you'ra
talking about, the assembly was not a riveted
assembly.

Q You'rereferring to the Thomsen gun?

A Having a brazed assembly.

MR, AMES: I'll have this DCR marked

as the next in order, JL X-3.

(Copy of one-page DCR number 10173,

transmittal date 8~16-76, baaring production
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number 001693, was marked for identifica-

tion as Defandants' Exhibit JI X-2.

THE WITHESS8: That's the DCR?
MR. AMES: That we've marked three
for idaentification, right.
THE WITNESSB: Yes.
BY ®MR. AMES:

Q Why was it important to preserve the
trigger clearance that you had at this time?

A Because we, as I said, if you go undersize
and if you generate any binding, they you don't want
that. You don't want to make parts you can't use.

Q Can binding of the trigger lead to FSR?

A I think we talked about that. It depends
upon the cleaxanca.

Q Can that happen, given other conditions?

A Well, all your conditiong that could lead
to FBR, and it's possible, so this one we watch
very closely.

@  Is it correct that the Model 600 trigger
fire control housing was changed to be the same as

that of the Model 700 in 19762

A Just the housing itself was changed in 1978,

Q2 I'll ghow you a DCR with a number that's not

legible, 1 something 195, dated 7/2/76, and ask you
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if that's the BCR that changed the Model 600 fire
control,

A It 4idn't change the fire control. The
fire controls on the 600 and the 700 are completely
different. All that happened was that it went to
a common housing.

9 pid it change the housing on the firearm?

A ¥es, it did.

MR. SCULLY: Let's have that marked,
please. The number is 10195, 1It's very
legible on the second page.

MR, AMES: Not on the first page,
however, is it?

THE WITNESS: No, it's not.

Yes, that appeaxs to be the change.

MR. SCULLY:s Let's have that marked,
please.

(Copy ©of four-page DCR number 10195,
dated 7/2/76, bearing production numbars
001694 through 0016%7, was marked for

identification as Defendants' Exhibit

JL _X-4.)
BY MR, AMES:
14} Mr., Linde, as the spacing between the side

rlates of the fire control of the Model 700 were, and
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the sear and safety cam inside those side plates were
increased, did that decrease the probability of those
parts binding?
MR. SCULLY: There was no testimony
that the spacing was lncreased.
BY MR, AMES:
0 If it was to be increased, would that

decrease the probability of --

A It might increase the probabllity of
binding.

11 How would it increase 4it?

A Because you're giving it a wider area to

rotate over, and on a sear, and on the trigger what
you're trying to do is maintain positions relative
to one another to maintain the consistency.

) Are you aware, have you ever heard the
term “relieved™ with respect to parts of the fire
control of the Model 7007

R I've heard of that. I've heard of parts
being relieved, but ~-

Q ARe you aware of any testing being done
with respect to relieved parte of the fire control
in the Model 7007?

A Yes. Yes, I have.

Q What was the purpose of that testing?
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8 Well, we ran several tests where we were
working on new fire controls, and some of them had
had sections thinned down.

Q By paits thinned down, 4o you mean the

paits were made thinner?

A Yen.
Q2 Way were, the parts rade thinner?
A We were trying to reduce the bearing area.

We were making target pistols, and we were trying
to reduce thé bearing area to get the trigger pull
like uncder a pound.

o Did that testing indicate that where you
relieved the parts inside the fire control the
probability of binding increased?

A As I recall, it wasn't conclusive.

Now this is conjecture on my part, but as
I recall, when we were doing this we never got the
result we anticipated, but actually it did give us
what wve wanted.

8 Which was less trigger pull?

A Less binding, yes.

Q Do you recall it ereating any binding

problems?
A I don't remember, but it made the trigger

and the sear unstable ox something. It relieved the
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othexr problen,

MR. AMES: I'l1l show you a DCR which
I believe there's the number 10521. It
also has the number 001703 on it, and has
a transnittal date of 11/18/77.

Wa'll marxk that JL X-5,

(Copy of one-page Jdocument described
above was marked for idantification as

Defendants' Exhibit JL X-5.)

BY MR. AMES:

+1 Does your name appear at the top of this
document with an arrow pointing to "requested by"?

A You bet.

0 pid you -~

A I guess, I never here gaid it was raquestaed
by somebody else with my name there, too. Oh, I

see. 1 did request that.

Q May I see that, please.
A (Handing to counsel) You sure can.
Q What is the interference batween the

trigger and hbusinq raferred to here as the reason
for change?

A Tha reason for change is that the part is
made out of sintered steel, and when you sinter it

you come into difficulty, When we pressg that, when
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dyes come down, it comes down with extreme pressure,
and they tend to open up a 11&610 and you teand to
get a flash around the side.

Now this flash comes back up. It's a burr.
Now what wa 41d {s changed it. We put a land in, so
if there's a tiny burr geunerated it won't scratch
the side assembly. We de-burr those parts, or run

them through a tunmbler.

We were paying for da-burring, and this way,

with that land, we can run them through ourselves.

It smooths the surface of the part.

[+ And you changed to powder metal parts?
A Yes, sintered.
0 Is that what you mean by powder metal?

Is that tha same thing as sintered ateel?

A ¥You bet it is.

The same thing for the sear, for the same

reascn, I changed them hoth.

Q 8ir, I show you DCR number l0524. Is that
what you're referring to?

A Yes,.

o Hlave yocu been getting interference between
the component parts since it was changed?

A Bince we've been doing this aauburrihg?

' Getting interference was the guestion.
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MR, SCULLY: Let's mark that JL X-6,.
(Copy of two-~page design change
regquest numbexr 10524, dated 11/18/77, was

narked for identification as Defandantsg'

Bxhibit JIL X-€.)

BY MR, AMES:

Q How did you find out that there was a burr
problem on the usear safety cam that needed to be
corrected, asir?

A I was in the powder metal area. That's
an on~-site facility.

We also make parts for some of our
competitors, and there was a competitor's part ihere
that sonebody was working on, and I said to the guy,
what are you doing there, and he said, well, they
found that they get finer burrs if they put that land
on there, that they can just put it in a tumbler and
repove the burrs and have no problem. I gaid, why
don't you do it for us, and he said, because you
never requested it,

8o I went back and I requested it, and
this is where that came from. We just eliminated
some of our burring.

If you look at the drawings, you'll see

that ==
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MR, SQULLY: fThere's no gquaestion, John.
MR. AMES: I think that's al)l I have
now.
CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. VIRI:

o Mr. Linde, vou saild earlier that vou would
have conducted a cold test on the Thomsen rifle upon
vour first examin#tion. Why would you have done that?

A Just to eliminate any guestion of whether
the cold had an effect on the rifle. That would have
put that to rest from the start.

1) Ian't the best possible examination to
determine whether a rifle malfunctions to duplicate
the circumstances which surrounded the alleged
malfunction of the rifle?

A That would be, yes.

Q And isn't it best to conduct any such test
prior to any disassembly of the rifle?

A Yen, it is.

Q With respect to the safety cam function,
which you also referred to as, I think, a dog ~=-

A Yes.

1) ~-- was that designed onto the safety cam
for the purpose of raising the sear?

A No.
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o So it had -~

A Not to my knowledge, no. In fact, I don't
know even if it was there.

Q Is there any reason that such a device
¢ould not have baen designed on the safety cam for
purposes of raising the sear?

A They c¢ould have made it ona piece or
two plieces with some kind of interbolt dog, sure.

11 You've indicated that>you've inspected,

and I think maybe cold-tested some five Model 700's.

A I don't know exactly how many, but a number.

14 And with respect to those, I assume that
you ran the cold test before disassembling the rifle
in any way?

A Yes.

Q After running whatever test you did, d&id
you in fact disassemble any of those'riflea?

A Yes, we have.

13 Have you saved any of the fire controls
£fxom those rifles?

A Yes, we have.

Q Have you done any studies of the fire
controls to see how they compared to one anocther?

A Yes, we did..

] And what findings, if any, did you reach?
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A We didn’'t find any correlation,

Q Did you take the fire controls apart, to
the extent that you measured each part therein, to
see if they reached Remincton's specificationsg?

A Certain critical dimengions, yes, we do.

i\ What are the critical dimensions that you
have in mind?

A Well, it would depend upon the fire
control and what the circumstances vere. The
dimensions, for example, that we talked about here,
the clearance, the cam, any dimensions like width
or anything that could affect or obstruct the motions
of parts.

Q With respect to those rifles, did you
measura, for example, the width of the connector or
the width of the trxigger as relates to the apacing
between the trigger housing?

A I can assume, yes, but I can't recall
specifically.

o pid you find any correlation at all?

A No, I don't bellieve so, on all of them;
some, yes.

it You've already told us what the purpose
of the gun examination was, and 1'a like to know a

little bit about the distribution of gun examination
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reports.
To whom were the gun examination reports
distributed?
A I think that they were retained. The

copy was released in Jerry Hill's office, and one

copy was sent to Customer Repalr,

Q As far as vou know, was there any other
distribution?
A I don't know. I think that, when Sinkowitsz

got involved, I think that, of course he gets a CoOPY.
I don't know 1f Jim Stekl gets one or not.

I know that 1f letters had to be written
or some correspondence had to be coaducted, then

-Stekl gets a copy.

206

Q pid ényona aver git down and 4o a comprehensive

study of the gun examination ieports to see if there
were any recurring difficulties described in those
reports with respect to the HMHodel 7007

A Not formally, but just by being inveolvead

in it you could anticipate, you know, what areas to

lock at.
[+ You mean a member of the Committes counld?
A Yes.

For example, on the 700, we didn't get that

many of them, but the first thing we'd do is see if
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there had been any other complaints, similar
conplaints, |

@  Well, did someone sit down with whoever
prepared the gun exanmination report and go through
any kind of comparative study of those gun examination
reports to sea if there were recurring problems in
the Model 700 fire control, for example?

A Not that I'm awaré of.

Q You indicated earlier that you became upset
with the content of some of those reports at the
time of the sée case; correct?

A Yee.

Y Did you monitor those reports at all at
ﬁny time prior to the See case?

a I read them over for information.

Q But were those reports monitored?

A Well, the Committee was doing their job,
but as far as I know, monitoring, I mean looking at
every report, not that I'm aware of.

143 80 there was no one perscn, other than the
people on the Committee, who had the responsibility
of monitoring the reports?

A Yes,

11 Was there any other person who had the

responsibility of monitoring the reports other than
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Mr. Hill and the people on the Committee?

A Not that I'm aware of,

MR. SCULLY: fhe gquestion was vague.
BY MR. VIRI:

Q You stated earlier that you had made an
entry in the Field Service Manual based on sone
findings that you had made with respect to carae
involving lubrication?

A Yan.

Q With respect to lubrication, did you ever
initiate any tests with respect to the Model 700
fire control to see if excessive lubrication led
to malfunction of that fire control?

MR. SCULLY: Him personally?

BY MR. VIRI:

o You personally.
A No.
Q Are you aware of any tests that were

conducted to determine if excessive lubrication would

lead to malfunctioning of that fire control?

A I'm unaware of that.
Q Have any testg --
A Okay. I don't know if, when we developed

the new Teflon, if they did anything like that or not.

o You're talking about the test in 19507
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A Yes.

Q Other than what may have occurred in the
eighties, are you aware of any other tests to determing
if excessive lubrication could cause malfunctions in
tha Model 700 firearm?

A Yo, I'm not.

Q Has there been any kind of field audit or
anything of that nature with respect to the claims
of malfunction caused by excessive lubrication in a
Model 700 fire control?

A Not that I'm aware of.

Q Are you aware of any audits of the Model 700
to see what the lubrication practices of their users
are?

A Not unless it was combined with that report

that Research 4id.

0 The one in ——
A In the eighties, when we used a Teflon web.
Q Assuming that you have a rifle that is

trickable, that 1s, the fire control is trickable
such as in the €600, and a person who had purchased
that rifle was not aware of the formal test that you
had at Remington, the trick test, and operated the
trigger and the safety to such a degree that he

placed it in the trick condition, then released the

Katramados Reporting Service
Aphrodite Katramados, C.S.R., R.P.R.
761 Wigwam Lane, Stratford, Connecticut 06497
Telephone: (203) 378-3321

SEE 3050

209



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

safety and the gun fired, Lhow would you expect that
person to report that to Remington?
MR. 8CULLY: Calls for speculation,
incomplete hypothetical.
THE WITNESS: Normally, when you have
a situation like this, the individual, if
he has a rifle that fires off safe, will
either call us up, and if he did indeed
go through the chain of events that would
lead to a trick test, he will relate that,
because when the gun goes off he's going to
be very surprised and he's going to go back
and say, what did I do, and he's going to
try very hard to recall the events real
close to the time that he tricked it, and
the seguence of events that he went through.
BY MR. VIRI:
Y So it's your expectation that that person
would be able to fully describe what happened?
A I think pretty close, yes.
a And you wouldn't expect him to simply turn
it in as, I moved the safety and this gun went off?
A No, I don't think so.

MR, VIRI: I have no further gquestions,
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RE~-DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. AMES:

3

) Mr. Linde, have you aver sesn the engagement

betweepnsear and trigger connector in the Model 700
fire control reduced below fifteen~thousandths due

to the presence of gummy material in the trigger

agsembly?
—A No.
¢} Have vou had a Model 700 in which the

trigger stuck forward due to gummy material, the
peraon went through the trick test sequence that you
described to me earlier, and when the safety was
releassed, that gun would fire, would it not?

A No, it wouldn't.

Q Why not?

A Because in the trick test you normally
close the butt, then vou put the safety on. You
don't get the safe on in the case you just described,
because the firing pin would follow down.

0 Would it hava already followed down?

A Yes.

Q If the trigger had not yet stuck forward,
could you -~

A And then the trigger would be supporting
the sear.

") If the safety and the trigger were pulled,
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moving it forward, and it stuck there, it would not
be supporting thé sear, would it?

R No, it wouldn't bhae.

0 And if you then moved the safety forward,
the gun would fire?

a fou bet. That's the same as pulling the
trigger, right.

o Sir, prior to November lst of 1980, did
the Remington owner's manual ever tell owners of‘the
Model 700 that the gun oil, accumulation of gun oil
can cause malfunctions in the Model 7007

MR. SCULLY: Doces November 1, 1980,

have some significance, Counsel?

MR. AMEBS: 1It's the date of the accident

in this case.
THE WITNESS: No.
The only thing it says is, use
sparingly, or no lubricants.
BY MR. AMES:

0 Showing you what's been previously marked
as CBW20, is that the owner's manual which you
previously talked about with the Thomsen?

A Yes.

a 8ir, does that owner's manual not tell the

owner to re-oil very lightly?
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A Just let me -~ it says a number of things,
okay?
Q It does say that, though?
A I don't know.
MR. SCULLY: Well, the document speaks
for itself, Counsel.
Slow down.
THE WITNESS: It says, ¢lean bolt and
action in solvents and wipe clean. It
will remain clean longer if little or no
oil is used on action parts.
BY MR. AMES:
v It also says to re-oil lightly, does it not?
A It says, lubricate cam surfaces on bolt
to prevent wear, Wash action and bolt parts with a
good grade of petroleum solvent, dry and re-oil very
lightly.
*Y And does Remington recommend that the Model
700 be washed with petroleum solvents, the fire
control? |
A They would have some fancier name for that
now. I don't know.
Q Does the owner's manual anywhere tell the
ownex that gun oil may build a film that may cause

malfunctions?

Katramados Reporting Service
Aphrodite Katramados, C.S.R., R.P.R.
761 Wigwam Lane, Stratford, Connecticut 06497
Telephone: (203) 378-3321

SEE 3054

213



10

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

MR. BCULLY: Counsel, the document
speaks for itself,

It's a compound question.

THE WITHNESS: Yes, I could axpect that.,

BY MR. AMES:

0 And would you expect that to be a danger?

A Yes, I would.

Q At the time you decided to initiate a
change --

A Hay I Jjust add something to that.

Any gun is dangerous if safe handling

practices haven't been followed. No gun is dangerous

at all if you have it pointed in a safe direction.

o Why do you have a safety on a rifle?

A You have a safety to prevent the inadvertent

firing of the rifle.

Q And if safe gun handling practices were
followed a hundred perceﬁt of the time, absolutely
always observed, you wouldn't need the safety, would
you?

A Absolutely. We have them on skeet trap

guns, too.

0 1 mean on bolt action center fire rifles.
% Not really, not necessarily, no.
o Would you need the safety?
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A Not necessarily, no.

Q At the time that you determined, in 1976,
to modify the Field Service Manual, did it occur to
you to communicate with owners of Model 700's manu-
factured by Remington from 1962 uﬁtil that date that
in your opinion an accumulation of dried oil could
cause a malfunction in the fire control?

A Could you simplify that question a little
bit?

MR. AMES: Would you read it back.
(The pending question was read back
by the court reporter.)

MR. SCULLY: The question is vague

and ambiguous, calls for a narrative, overly

broad. -

BY MR, AMES:

1) Do you undarstand the question?

A Well, you said based on my opinion‘would
it malfunction; right?

0 Was your opinion that that could gause
a malfunction in the Model 7007

A I said, in the write up there, that this
is something you should look for. That's one of many
things you should look for, but there are probably

many other things that c¢ould be sent out to all the
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psople that own these 700's that are probably equally
as important.

1] My question is as to whether it ocecurred to
you on this pointf

A I don't belleve it did, no,

o Why aid you feel it necessary to advise
gunsmiths and not owners in the fiecld of this possible
malfunction?

A I'm of the opinion that keeping gunsmiths
up to date is advantageous to us as a company.

0 Is it not also advantageous to you to send
that information to the owner, where it may lead to
a malfunction?

MR. SCULLY: Counsel, that calls for
speculation, calls for a narrative.
Go ahead,
THE WITNESS: I don't know.
BY MR. AMES: |

Q Sir, your test results with respect to the
cold test that you say you conducted on four or five
Model 700's, are there any writings on thogse?

A What?

o Is there any written material with respect
to your test results on those cold tests on the Ffour

or five Model 700's?
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A Yes.

o What writings exist with respect to those?

A Lab writings,

Q Lab notes?

A Yas,

41 And you're sure that they do presently
exist?

A Yes, I an.

MR. AMES: Sir, I'll show you & process

records assembly sheet, operation number

eight, page one of one, bearing number 000891

in our numbering system.
We'll mark that JL X-7.
(Document described above wasa marked

for identification as bDefendants' Exhibit

JL X-7.)
BY MR. AMES:

[\ Mr. Linde, from looking at this docunent,
are you ahle to tell me what was the procedure for
measuring trigger connector width prior to February
of 18767

A No. How could I?

Q Are you able to tell me what the method for
measuring trigger connector width was at the time of

manufacture of the Thomsen 700?
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_number three, and, well, this while thing is new in

)% No.
The way I understand that was from ~-
well, it doesn’t, I stand corrected.
Basad on this, we checked the max connactor
width, if necessary, using a spacial receiving
gage.
a As of what date?

A Well, it says, added element on 3/15/76,

1976, 80 no, I can't tell you. As of 1976, though,
we were using the receiving gage.

g Do you know whether, prio; to 1976, there
was any measurement of the width of the trigger
connector in the process of producing the fire control

for Model 700's?

A Yes. There was a way to measure it, sure.
Q How was this done?
B I don't know.

You can't tell from that process record?

* D

No, I can't,

MR, AMES: Mr. Sc¢ully, would you be
willing to stipulate that if he wexe provided
all the othar process records which we've
been provided, he would be uﬁable to answer

the same gquestion as I've just asked hin
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with respect to the process record marked
JL X-77%
MR. SCULLY: No.
MR. AMES: Would you hand Mr. Linde
2ll the process records that have been
produced by Remington.
BY MR, AMES:

Q I'll ask you to review those and tell me
if you can answer the same gquestion based on your
review of all of those process records, and T
apologize for the amount of time that it will take.

MR, VIRI: 1Is the gquestion regarding
a trigger connector?

MR. AMES: How the trigger connector

was measured prior to 1976 in the HModel 700

internally as to how 1t was done in 1962,
at the time of the manufacture of the
Thomsen rifle.
MR. SCULLY: How is this relevant?
THE WITNESS: What does this have to
do with this case?
BY MR, AMES:
o It has to do with what the guality control
procedures were. | |

A, Why don't you ask what the guality control
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procedures are?
0 I'm asking whether that can be determined
from the process xecords that we've been gliven.
A What are we looking for? You want me to
go through all these?
MR. SCULLY: Would you quit asking
Juestions.
The record ashould reflect that those
Process records are nunbered cohsecutively
from 000885 to 001029, triple, then double.
Counsel has verified my conclusions.
Also, Counsel on behalf of the State
has handed me two more process records,
ona of which is numbered, in consecutive
order, 001233 to 001279, and a mapila folder
marked LF7, Loyd Fox' deposition process
records, State of California number 001280
to 001297,
Do you have any nore questions,
Counsel, regarding process records, so we
don't have to go through all those records
again to answer consecutive guestions? I
will permit a compound question at this time|

MR. AMES: I'm also going to ask him,

with respect to categories of process records,
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about guality control inspection procedures
raferred to in earlier depositions.

MR. SCULLY: Did you hear that, John?

(Discussion off the record.)

HMR. SCULLY: So apparently he's
supposed to know what your prior questions
were.,

MR. AMES: He sald that there are
caertain process records that are not herea.

BY MR, AMES:

Q I would ask you whether there are any
process records with respect to guality control
inspection procedures, which category of process
records ias not present in the group that you're
looking at, that you've gone through.

Would you also answer that guestion for
me.

A Right now I'm looking for the width of
the connector.

Q How the connector width was determined in
1962,

;o (After witness has reviewed documents)
Mr. Linde, I believe I asked you if you could tell
me what the 1962 date of manufacture of the Thomsen

rifle procedure was for checking maximum trigger
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connector width from reviewing the process records,

and you told me, from looking at the process records
marked JL X~7 that you could not determine it based

on that document; is that correct?

a That's right.

o And I asked you to review the balance
of the process records that Remington has produced
to us, and have you now done s8o0?

A Yes, I have.

] Are>you able to tell me, solely based on
what you found in those process records, what the
procedure for determining the maximum trigger
connector width was at the date of the manufacture of

the Thomsen rifle?

A It was on your incoming inspection report.

Q You're referring to a particular document
there?

A Yea. 1It's your connector blank B.

o You're referring to a document entitled

"Process Record Inapection," which has our document

nunber 001292, and specifically what part of that
document are youvrefarring to, sir?

A Well, right here it says, inspect -~

[+ When you say right here ~--

A Visually inspect for flatness, right herxe,
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check for max width.
¢ You're referring to the words that say,

check for max width?

A It has a rebaiving gage, max .172, min .162,

Q Is that with respect to the trigger
connactor?

A What do you mean? The trigger connector,

that's what we're talking about.

Q I asked you about that. #How do you know
that the document you're referring to here makes
reference to the trigger connector?

A Because 1t esays it's part number 91, We
don't put the part number on that, but the trigger
connector is the trigger connector.

" 80 the part named here is connector blank

B, iB it not?

A Yas.

Q Does the word "trigger" appear there
anywhere?

A No, it doesn't.

1] From looking at the process records

assembly sheet marked JL X~7, is there any reference
there to connector blank B?
A No, there is not.

Q S8ir, is there any referaence in JL X-7 --
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A Wait a minute. These records are for us.
They're not €5r you. We understand them. They're
for us, to run our own company, and they're not set
up jgst the‘way you might like them to be.

You know wheat I'm trying to say? Those
are our records, to run our business.

MR, AMES: I*'d like marked as JL X~8

this document we've been referring to. It

bears our number 001292.
{Copy of one~page process recgord-
inspection described above was marked

for identification as Defendants'

Exhibit JL X-8.)

BY MR. AMES:

Q How do you know that this was the proceduxe

with respect to the Thomsen rifle at its date of
manufacture in 19627
A, Because of this right here. They added:
eélement three. It was new.
MR, VIRI3; You're referring now to
Exhibit 72
THE WITNESS: Yes. It was new in
2~10-76, and what we didé was, we went
through this and we added this. We added

that element to cheok the width using a
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recelver gage, so that what.we've done 1is,
we've checked it statistically. Then, in
1976, on 2/10/76, we also added another
element. Then they c¢rocus clothed the
surface.,

BY MR. AMES:

) Referring now to JL X-8, sir, can you tell
me how, looking at this form and having no particular
training or knowledge with respect to Remington
product recoxds, I could tell that the procedure
here, check for max width, that you referred toc a
moment ago applied in 1962 at the date of manufacture
of the Thomsen rifle?

A No, but it's a continuous record.

Qo So I can't tell from looking at this
particular sheet?

A It's not telling you that, no.

& Was there a process record inspection with
respect to checking for maximum width of the triggex
connector in existence in 19627

A This is your process record inapection.

Yasg, there was.

Q And it says, 9/26/80, new sheet, does it not
A Yegs. That's what it says.
Q Meaning thai sometime prior to 9/26/80 there
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was a prior sheet?

A What it says hexe is 39/26/80, new sheet,

changed part number, was 19461 (after grind by vendor)i
Q How can I tell, by looking at this, soclely
by use of this document, what the check for max width

of the trigger connector was in 1962, because there's

not something on this record, process record, that
says this was in effect.in 1962.

A This h#srbeen in effect, and what we &id
is change the part number, because, I can tell you
why, they changed the part number because they went
to a material reguirement, planning thing. They
couldn't have the same part number con the part
hefore heat treat as after heat treat,

Q I asked you, how could I tell this?

A The procedure in effect in 19627

MR. SCULLY: He's asking you how he
could tell.

THE WITHESS: I don't know.

MR, SCULLY: The witness has told you,

he just knows.
MR. AMES: I don't understand the
anawar. I'm asking him to clarify that

g0 that I can understand.
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BY MR. AMES:

o} How, looking at this, can I tell that this
particular check for max width referenced here on
JL X-8, dated 9/26/89, was in existence in 19627

A Because 1t tells me that.

) How doces it tell you that?

A It'sg a new sheet, changed part number,
was 19461 after grind’by}vendor.

d How do you know that the prior sheet was
in existence in 19627

- I don't know. ﬁow I hope to hell they
took the prior sheet and ripped it up, so that this
is the sheet on that part.

It doesn't say revisions., Well --
MR. VIRI: Are you saying simply
because of the fact that that sheet exists
that it had to be in existence in 19627
THE WITNESS: Yes., 1It's a continuous
file in this case, yes.
BY MR. AMES:

0 Sir, have any nevw procedures with respect
to the Model 700 fire control production process
been added since 196272

A Concerning what, the fire control?

) Concerning the fire control.
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A Yas.

Y Ancd how do I know, frem looking at this
gheet, that was not a new proczdure sometime after
196372 I'm referring to JL X-8,.

MR, SCULLY: You're asking him to
speculate,

THE WITNESS: We assume.

BY MR, AMES:

13 How can you t&ll?
)-8 I can't tell specifically.
Q 8irx, you pulled another page out of the

pProcess record when you were looking at it. Was

that with respect to my prior question?

A That was how it was assembled.

3] Is that referencing the trigger connector?
A Yeg, how it was assembled to the trigger.
o Sir, can you tell from looking at this

sheet, operation number ten, bearing number 000894,
how the trigger connector was assembled with the
triggexr in 19627
A I can read it.
G Well, can you tell me, sir, how it was
asgembled in 1962 frbm reference to that sheeat?
MR, VIRI: He just wants a ves or no,

I think.
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BY MR, AMES:

Q You ¢an?

A, Yes.

o And does that require knowledge of prior
revisions?

229
THE WITNESS: Yes, I can.

MR. SCULLY: How in the hell is this

relevant? Please, tell me how it's relevant

to this case.

MR. AMES: It's relevant to the
gquality control procedures in‘leﬁz, Counsal,
about which there seems to be a lot we
haven't been able to find out, and there's
a court order now limiting us to those
"procedures on the face of those documents,
and I want to know what the quality control
procedures for 1962 are as shown on the
face of that document. My question goes
as to what he knew.

MR. SCULLY: Okay.

Don't ask him a million times, howevaer.
He's told you how he intexprets that.

Tell him, John.

THE WITNESS: This is the assembled

trigger housing,
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BY MR, AMESB:

Q What iz the date of that sheet?

-8 Date ig 10/16/74.

0 What was your procedure prior to 10/16/74
on that point? |

A This was the one on 10/16/74., They added
element 2a.

Q Can you tell us what that element ig?

A Obviously, this sheet is a process record,
There was no need to change it until 10/16/74. ©On
4/28/75, they added 2b, and the guy who did it was
C. P., Church Proser, initfals.

I don't know who C. O. is.

4] g8ir, by referencé to this document, can
vou explaih to me the prgcass by which you know what
the 1962 procedure for —

A Because, assemble the trigger housing
assembly, and we have assembled them since 1962 and
even before that, and here it says date and reason
for revisions.

Now this 1s the date that the revisions
were made, right, and so this process record has to
ba the process record back between, from 1962 on up.
That's the way it sure looks to me.

2 Sir, at the top there's a date and a
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raference to new sheets. Would that indicate that
there are revisions on a prior sheet which are not
shown on the new sheet?
A Pardon?
MR. AMES: Let me get one., Can I have
a new sheet, please.
Wa'll ildentlfy the process records
shaet referred to by the witness, which I
previously idehtifiea as 000894 in our
numbering system, as JL X-9.
{Copy of one-page process racords
asasenmbly sheet identified above was marked

for identification as Dafendants' Exhibit

JL X-9.)
(Copy of three-page process records

assembly sheet, dated 8/24/79, bearing

production numbers 000910 through 000912,

was marked for identification as Defendants'

Exhibit JL X-10.)

BY MR, AMES:

o I'1ll show you & document with'a number ten,
a process records assembly sheét consisting.of three
pages, and ask you whather, from reviewing that sheest,
you can tell me what the function check for the

trigger assembly was in 1962, at the time of the
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Thomsen rifle manufacture?

A Can I ask you just one question before 1
go through the same thing as to what you're doing?
Did you ask for just the documents of the Thomsen
rifle or did you ask for all documents?

(Discuséion off the record.)

MR. AMES: I'm not going to answver
questions ag to -~

THE WITNESS: 1If you were to ask for
the documents of just the Thomsen rifle,
then that would answer this question;
right?

MR, AMES: 1I'm not going to debata
this on the record. We can go off the
record, and I'll explain it to you.

THE WITNESS: I mean, if you had
those, you'd know.

You want ma to go back and see, were
those elements done in 19627

BY MR. AMES:

2 I'm asking, is it Ffrom that document?
& No. I can't tell which elements were done
in 1962,

We were asked to pull the process records

from 1962 for the trigger assembly, and see what it
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gays,

@

and that's what we've done.

Am I correct in atating that this document

says at the top that this proceass record assembly

sheet is new cn 8/24/737?

A

2

Yes, vyou are.

Bo do you know i{if there was a process

record assembly procedure for a function check of the

completed trigger assembly in 19627

A

G

A

4}

No, I don't know that.
Can you tell from that document?
No, I cannot.

You would have to refer to some other

process records?

A

Yes, I would, and if those process records

don't exist, I would have to assume it wasn't done.

(Discussion off the record.)

MR, SCUiLY: Let's go back on the
record, please.

Now what was the guestion?

MR. AMES: I asked if you_could asaigt
Mr. Linde in identifying where, in the
process records, there wounld be information
that indicates what the function test of the
trigyger assembly was in 1962. If we can

get an answer gsomewhere else, we can avoid
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BY MR.

Q

the necessity of that.

YR, HUTTON: The function check for
the completed trigger agssembly is in the
file, and it's in the file as a process
record first established for the prior
model rifles similar to the Model 700,
séacifically the 721 and 722.

It was fifst revised January 1, 1951,
and it's your document number 939 through
941, and as far as all of these process
records go, this is the final assembly
of the lModel 700 fire control, and this
process was in existence and uged in 1962,
and it was the process used in the Thomsen

rifle.

AMES :

Referring to the process record just

identified by Mr. Hutton =--

A

Yes,

MR. AMES: Pirst let's have that
marked.

(Copy of three~page process record
agsembly sheet dated 1/16/59, bearing

production numbers 000939 through 000941,

wag marked for identification as Defendants'

234
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Rxhibit JL x%-11.)

oY MR, AMES:

0 Sir, referxing to the document that has
baen marked JL X~-11, which is operation numbex 175,
which shows the revision date‘of 1/16/5% at the top,
was theread 100 percent function check of completad
trigger assemblies at the time of the Th@ﬁsen rifle

being manufactured?

A Yes, there was,
v And how can you tell that from JL X-11°?
A, Because in 1962, when we assembled the

rifle, we had the final assembler himself assemble
it, and we never used the comparator we had. We
didn't use a sub-assembly approach which we did later.

g How do you know that?

A Because that's what it says here, It says,
pick action from truck, position and c¢lamp in wvise,
pick trigger assembly, insert trigger assenbly into
receivex, pick sear pin and start, and you go through
all these and you'll see the other safety checke in
nere.

43 And were there any changes with respect to
the function check of the complaeted trigger assembly
between the date of the Thomsen rifle as manufactured

and 8/24,/737?
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IR Yes. I just told you that in this time

frame we hac the finai agssenbler assemble the whole

gun, the fire zsontrol, everytiing in it, He asssmbled

the rifle. He did the whole job.
¢  That's in 19627
& That's right,
i) And here we have a process record assembly

sheet marked JL X-~-10 of 8/24/792

A Yesn.

Q With respect to function check of trigger
assenbly?

B Right.

o] Between those dates, can you tell me from

those documents whether any changes were made as to
the function check of the completed trigger assembly?

MR. SCULLY: Why is that relevant?

THE WITNESS: Because this man checked
it as & gun, that man checked it as an
assenbly. He's checking thoge items, if
that's what you're talking about.

BY MR. AMES:

Q Betwean those two dates, 1962 and August
of 1879, were thexre any other changes in function
check other thaan the fact that the man checked it as

an assembly as opposed to as a completad gun?
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A Xes, I'm sure there have been.
141 Can you tell that from those two documents?
A As far as the process, just as far asg the

process is concerned, the putting together, there
were probably not that many changes, I guess.

When I say changes, there's been changes in
the parts, theilr properties and this sort of thing,
s0 as far as the proceass of checking oritical elements
actually there haven't been that many changes. The
things that made the gun work in 1962 are the
same as what make it work in 1982,

Q My question is, can you tell from those
two documents, ten and elaven, what changes there
have been?

A Yas. If you want to, you can just take a
look and see what we 4id there and what we did here,
and you can compare tha two.

The problem, of course, is that you need
this, plus you need the other steps in it and in the
assembly, and they'll all fall into place for you.
All the information is here. All you have to do is
Just read it.

) Referring to eleven, with respect to 1962,
the date of manufacture of the Thomsen rifle, in

looking at eleven, operation 175, in effect at that
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time, as I understand it from your testimony, how can
you tell that as of the Thomsen rifle manufacture date
thexe was not a separate operation for a function
check of the completed trigger assembly such as
there was begun on 8/24/797

A Because the parts were assembled completely
in a dlifferent manner then.

Q How can you tell that, sir, from eleven?

MR. SCULLY: &Asked and answeped,
Counsel.

THE WITNESS: You can't. That's how
they're assembled, how they're made. 1If
that's what you want to know, that's what
it tells you.

BY MR. AMES:

Q How do you know that?

A Because these documents tell me that, as
I said.

Q You're referring to eleven?

A Yes.

g How do you know there weren't additional

functional chacks with respect to the trigger assembly
back in 19627
A I don't know how to tell you, because the

thing wes assembled as a rifle im 1962. It was
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assembled, and then it went‘into a rifle in 1972/73,
o} But hew do yvou know that from those docu-
mentsg?
a Because 1t tells you. It says, pick up
action from truck, position and clamp in vise.

The thing speaks for itself. That's
sufficient.

) Let me see 1f I can ask the question a
bit clearer.

You've told me that certain procedures are
specified for 1962 -~

A, That's right,
2 ~- in eleven.

How do you know that in 1962 there were
not additional procedures, such as a functional
check of just the triggexr assembly in 19627

MR, SCULLY: Are you asking if there
waere other procedures aside from the ones
outlined he:e in eleven? Is that what you're
asking him?

MR, VIRI: He wants to know how he
knows there were not others.

BY MR.‘AMESZ
141 How do you know there were not others?

A I've told you how the procedure was changed,
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the guy put it together,

43 But you can't tell that just from the

face of eleven, can you?

2490

MR, BCULLY: He's answered that guestign.

Stop haragsing this witness, Just baecause
he's not giving you the answers yYyou want,
you can't keep asking the same guestion
over and over and harassing him, »He's
told you.

THE WITNESS: I told you when the
process was changed.

BY MR. AMES;:

Q But from Jjust the face of eleven, how do
you know, absent your special knowledge of what was
going on in 1975, how do you know, just from the
face of eleven, there was no additional testing with
raespect to the fire control of the Model 700 going
on in 19627

MR. SCULLY: You're asking him to
speculate.

MR. AME8: 1I'm asking him based en
his specialized training to explain to me

the process records system and how he can

tell whether there were any other functional

tests of the iodel 700 fire control in
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effect in 1962.
KMR. SCULLY: You'rs asklng him to
speculate.
THE WITNESS: If you can read it, it's
right here on eleven,
BY MR. AMES:
113 Whexre on Exhibit 11 does it say thag these
were the only safety functional tests being used
in 19627
MR. SCULLYs:s Does it say anywhere on
theose sheets that those were the only ones?
THE WITNESS: HNHo.
The document apeaks for itself.
BY MR, AMES:
Q Mr. Linde, is it possible there were other

functional tests with respect to the trigger asgsembly

in 1962 which are not shown here on the document marked

Exhibit 11?2

a Not that I'm aware of,

Q Sir, with respect to the trigger connector
of the Model 700 as of 1962, was that trigger
connector machined after the purchase part ingpection
that you referred to earliex?

A Maghined?

Q Right, after the trigger connector, and
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let me show you thie,
Eight is the inspection nrocedure for the
purchased part; right?

A Yesa.

& 80 that's the connector, blank B is the
trigger connector?

A Yes.,

143 Is there any machining done on that
purchase part after Remington inspects it as a
purchase part?

A ¥o machining,.

Q Any heat treat done for that part?

A Yes.

{t From this process record, can you tell me
what the inspection procedure for determining,
whether there was an inspection procedure for
checking the width of the trigger connector after the
heat treatment process?

A You know, it doesn't exist.

Q That's a simple answer.

When vou say it doesn't exist, you mean

there 18 not a procedure?

A That's right.
11 Well, was there such a procedure in 19627
A For checking this part after heat treat?
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Q Yasn.

A No.

2 Was this part a purchased part in 19627

A I would imagine it was, yes.

Q Can you tell that from the process record
- there?

A Yes, you can.

MR, SCULLY: Can he tell?
MR. AMES: <Can vyou, I said.
THE WITNESS: VYes, I can.
MR. SCULLY: I'm asking him.
BY MR. AMES:
Q Would you tell me whether it was or was

not a purchased part in 19627

A, Yesg.
o} What was your answver?
A It was,

MR, 2MES: That's all I have.

(The deposition was concluded at

7:00 p.m,)
STATE OF )
COUNTY OF ) . ,

John Linde

Subsecribed and gworn to
before me this day
of November, 1983.
Notary Public
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