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Misplacement of neoprsne wagher in fore-end, It
Is possible through fasulty assembiy, particularly
1f the fore-end is assembled with no barrel in
place, to misplace the neoprene washer., To reduce
the possibility of this, consideration is being
given to raglacement of the washer and the spacer
next to it by a coil spring. This is still under
investigation by Resegarch snd Development.

Hard ovening. The problem of balancing ease of
opening ﬁ%ﬁ reliability of functioning has been
racognized throughout the development of the -

Sportsman-58, All that has gver baen promised
hes been that the ease of cpening would be come °:
parable on the avarage to the 1l1-48, The Platfit
reports that this is 8o, and Sales agreesy
further improvement is to be anticipatad,

Plant and Research and Developmeny will .bear
mind the desire of Sales for .sasiér. opering, i
should means for its accomplishneht Ge. déyiseds
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ahe tiioning Zeery’ Shooters have experienced
ocda slppal ggeriailures due to fallure to con-
neét, ‘This hasinvariably been due to an accumu-
lation ¢f foreign matter in the fire control
/. deghapism, and has usually been overcome by simple
% 't cledking of the fire control. The Sportsman-58 is
% not different in this regard from the Model 870,
“except that there may be slightly more fouling
from combustion products in the gas-operated gun.

Fallures to feed. Failures to feed Winchester«
Wesferns 2-3/%-1inch magnum shells have been sxperi-
enced. In a recent test, one particular gun gave
as many as 35 per cent malfunctions with Western
2-3/%inch magnum shells. However, in this test
comprising 3,250 rounds of various types of smmu-
nition, ten guns gave a total of 31 malfunctions
for & rate of 0.95 per cent,

Of these 31 malfunctions, 29 occurred with Westarn
2-3/4%=inch magnum shells, In additicn, Resesrch .
and Development pointed out that some guns gave -
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