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. Preliminary cost figures presented by N. ¥F. Larsen shtow

that the necessity for maintaining inventcries of several parts in
different cclors and weights (in the case of barrels), with the
required investment for facilities, results in an increase in worke
ing capital of $151,000, with increased sales value of $135,000,
Thigs gives g return on lnvestment of 12.1 per cent. Although no
figures were available, it was apparent that this picture would
improve rapidly should the introduction of this line result in ad-
ditional sales,

Since the stock 18 to be bleached, DED has dbeen consider-
ing the pessibility of using a light-colored wood in place of walnut.
They believe that birch might be gatisfactory, but they f£ind that
it is not possible to buy this material in the form of dried flitfches.
It would therefore ba necessary to buy plank cut to size, coat the
ends, and dry, It seems probable that this would eliminate most of
the econcmice advantage of birch over walnut.
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quality guns and since the checkering of bleached walnut expcses
the natural wood color, giving an interesting color conkiast,ithe
committee felt that the change to birch should not be égnsidersd
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DED reported that functional tests of the Model 552 have
continued. A chenge in the barrel design, involving the clearance
cut near the ejection port, appears to have greatly reduced stenm-
ming of Lang end Long Rifle shells, Tests to confirm this improve-
zent are continuing,
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