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Arms Division Minute 4. 1958 

The Operations Committee recommendation for the intro
duction of the A Grade gun has been submitted to Management for 
approval. The Management has refer~ed it back to the Sales De
partment for reconsideration of the pricing structure. 

In the meantime. the proposal for the Model XS-3 {Model 
870 autoloader) has been brought forward. Should this be adopted. 
it would probacly not be advisable to introduce the Sportsman-58 
A Grade. · ' 

,:~~~. 
The Ilion Plant points out that introduction or the Ai:~h ~~h. 

Grade Sportsman-58 would reduce the annual schedule or th!L ADL g \.·'.·,> ;~~ 
Grade from 50.000 to 15,000. '!'o prevent excessive stC?r,~sA~t th~:, ':f;r_ ·~~~8 ~.;t(~' 
higher grade gun in the warehouse, the Ilion Plan~_,,a·P-~Uld l}how ~Y . .,0.-~,~~h ·;~•~!'.1'~-
August 1 1f the A Grade gun is to be introduce,~,_, opi'.:;J~:;1uary '),\~ l~·~ :<~~- ,., 

3" Mas;num __ ,, -:•:rn~~~·, ~,~l> '~~~:, ·1~~~" ~~: 

• 
Design studies for proqB;~irig' a ':~r~~.?,n;!~r th~;;~~portsman-

58 in three-shot capacity for t~;·3" M.agn~ sn!4~~~ave l5een com
pleted and turned over to",~~-- Pl~~lt. r9;:f"_\ COi!l~~ing. -~~~lant cost 
figures will be turned.~g~er:· t()!\~th~p'l'i"'easure~::'._s Department as soon 
as they are availab.,l~. ,,.,_ ··( .; .. ,,,~ 

~ .c~-~~~ ~~-!,~, ·~;\ ~;~; "',:~\ .... ~ .. ~;i;.~ .. ~~-~-~,. 
Ip.,,~~pone~; to'')auesti,~s ?rbm Research and Development. 

the Sa.le,~, ~partm;l:t ~~at';~ t~t this gun should have a rubber 
reco:1l p~~. ;m'P,~~~.recq'gni .. ~/iitfiat 'because '?f the rece1 ver decora
t~Pfl~.on t~ SlfFtsman-~. ·tne name "Magnum' cannot appear on the 

~* ~= re~}Si1f.?F. '.~nd <~t~hey will' be satisfied to have this prominently 
;.dV,,.,1,,~:~a~d»QR-, ~);le ·~rel. In addition. they would like to see it 

.~W ·r~p so~ere on the bottom of the gun eo 1t would be visible 
· }; 1JS~. a ~:gun r~ck. This might be accomplished on the carrier or on 

. ;~~;=·:~~--~$~~· -~~~ t~J r~t9e1ver saddle {t!'le area between the carrier and the rore-
~~~~~. ~!?d}. ·The Sales Oe~rtment asked whether this gun (or a 311 Magnum 

1'~ .'-~ ''~;>~R· .. j;Yersion or the XS·3) could function reliably with all loads from 
'~~'· ~~;. ·-·-·' light target loads to 3" Magnum loads. Research and Development 
~f-. .. w stated that they thought that it would be possible to accomplish 
g~~~~N~~F this so far as :i:hysical d1menUons are concerned affecting load-

. 1ng and ejection. They were unprepared. however. to pred1ct 
whether the operating mechanism in either case could be made to 
function reliably for such a w1de range or loads. It may be 
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