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In endurance testing or one gun to 12,000 rounda there 
was one major part failure, a broken p1aton assembly. Other 
minor parts breakage and replacements were considered normal 
for the number ot rounds, 

spec1!1c endurance testing raulta and comments are as 
follows -

l. Piston breakage - attributed to & defect in the 
model part. 

2. Crack 1n the front or the magazine tube - &saoei&ted 
with the piston assembly, Designers teel & minor 
design c~e can rectify. 

3, Crack 1n the top or the bolt arter 7,300 rounds -
brealcage chara.cterUtic or the Sportaman·5~.· ·'~:It 
necessary, can possibly be eliminated b~,,,,$tNYl~~ 
butter as 1n the Model 58. ..~q/~::: ·:1:~, ',; ,,,,-... ·-y,l ~,,, 

4, Receiver cracks at rear encl. .or op~ting'~nd.le·1~i~ 
dot at 1,175 rouncla and at·:~. rro~t at l~,000 ·~~" 
rol.l.nda. These are al~C?::.~'har~~~;s;,h~i_c of ~~e ' 
Spcrteman-58 and ap~rently ~~c;~~~~avoid•d 
without & 111aJor deaign chglge.:.- Res• .ch & 
Development re-~:d~endil$.· ai;aimpltl rece1· er decoration 
to cover ~~~cticl#\blt{~ppeara.ri~e ot: minute ere.eke, 
wh:t:~ ~ve ~~i:l:o adve*'e ,;~p~~.~;~:'~on 1'unct1on1ng • 
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"''~~:devei~pm~~t or ,tie ~:;3 ia to continue and manuracture 
to b~, u~rtaK~n, ''.•. pri~J~9:~?must be authorized. If the gun ia to 

.. ~e av~l~~~*'l'cr r~lc:h~~l't before the end or the yea:r and 
1~1:~J?:nOUl'li\ed·~~n Janua:r:1 l; 1959, with reasonably prompt delivery 

·~·i· ·1~•-t'~~r ~tiat:q~ate, 1t will be necessary to authorize the plant 
}.'f.);~';,.,.,'°\\,~.;._··.·: ~~o P·~~~. o~-era immed1a.tely tor several component. w1 th eight 
d 'Jf. ~· ten~~:t,ek~,, del1ver1. Ir 16 a.ncl. 20 gauge versions are to be 

A••:~.< v :f;; S!V!-ilable in a reuonable time, 1t will also be necessary to 

' :/f""'·-~~~· ·~~~ ~~r pt\pceed promptly with design and teat or these mocl.el1. 
... ~~H '~' 
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A preliminary project draft has been prepared and can 
be completed w1th econom1ca, The Salea Department provided 
shotgun comparison torecaete with and without the XS-3 for first 
year (1959) and third year (1961) at two proposed list prices 
tor the XS-3 ($99.50 and $109.50). These forecasts assume 12, 
16 and 20 gauge t1eld grades 1n the new gun. A three~year model 
life will be assumed tor purposes or evaluation. 

Considerable discussion took place on failures occurring 
in te~ing or the ten guns. Research & Development assures that 
receiver cracking doe1 not occur in the xs-3 earlier or more 
extensively than in the Sportsman-58. There is less l1kel1hood 
or cracking in production models er the XS-3 than in the 
Sportsman-58 because there will be no trap and skeet models. 
To date there have ~een no failures ot the Sportsman-SS due 
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