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OP TIMIM B.iREL LENGTHS FOR FIRE.RMS - Continued

The Sales Department intends to obtain a fleld reaction to
addition of @ boys' rifle to cur line. This item will be
carried under separate title in future agenda.

MODEL £78 ..UTOM.STER 16 and 20 G\UGE GINS

In rosponse to a Regearch 4 Development Department request
for definition of further work to be done on 16 and 20
geuge guns in Model 878, the Sales Department stated their
pesition as follows:

1. In order to achieve forecasted sales of the Model.878,
it Wwill be necessery to add 16 end 20 gauge gums £o
the line. However, the Sales Department is. dgprehemsiv
about expanding ths Model 878 offerings UNtil at least
one hunting season exporience indicates thatithe Mol

878 is substantislly free of fungiional:diffifultiesy &
I L 1 2 i fi

2. Consideration has been glyen" to f%cx‘dggigg grade
offcrings as well as geuge offerings, ‘Wiih concurrent %
consolidation of thg:Sporiamed S8 and thoiModel 878
intoc one lins,: 8" Sales Departmant considers
thet functitnelisuperiopity of the Model 876 must be
demonstrnéted) first by ficldiexpPorience, Thore would be
no me¥ft in incraasing Modet 878 offorings end then
Linddng that '§poitsmam 58 functional problems are in-

Horent 4 the “amplafied line.
resgan

re sp . to @ Safes Department question, the Plant stated
sbiwhile “Gurrent production Mcdel 878 guns show better

. melfuidslon rates than the presont Sportsman 58 guns, the

. dffforente in malfunction rates is not considored signifi-
scant, Te Research & Development D%artment commented that
- first groduction of the Sportamsn wes as good as current
Model 878 production in malfuncticn rsates.

The Plant fecls that it is imperative for us to reduce oup
model offerings end generally simplify our line for the
benefit of the jobber and distributor. The Commilttoee
generally agrecs that this is neccssary. It is the sense of
the Committea that offcring comparsble . and ‘DL grades in
both. the Model 878 and Sportsman 58 could not be justificd.

Therc 1¥ no Committes action on 16 and 20 geuge Model 878
guns, at this time. The Salea Department will continue study
of this question.

The item wlll be retsined in the agenda.
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