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SPORTSMAN 68 - 5 SHOT AUTOLOADER

A prototype of this item was shown and described by the
Research and Development Department. Current design effort
is directed to the follouing components,

1. Gas Operating System

The gas system nhas proven its capability of handling 21l
loads from light target to junlor magnum without adjust-
ment, Bolt veloecities are significantly reduced frem

those of the Sportsman 58. Subjective reccil tests have
been in favor of this new model over the Sportsman 58,

due to slizhtly increased zun weizght and the longer time
period avallable for recoil energy absorption in the :iu
Sportaman 68 aystenm. :

Recent work has been directed to control:
in the gas operstinz syastem. An addisionalis ;

has been added to the barrel mountingiring ¥o conflipe il 4
leac deposlts which could otheru;g buadld up? betweenqthe v
Barrel 'disassembly. %

rin;, and the magazine tgpenb

(: hat acgurate placement
of the "thumb nail’ bartel cut, re;atiﬁagto the barrel gas =
ports, is essenti ribo B eiude gas' aystem leading.

Wl

The use. Iﬁose pigkon:iring.: and bac&ind ring in front
. - of the: %hen a“welght ‘Wasigtiedtioned by Sales from the

statidpoint of aésemhlyfby ‘the shooter after takedown, and
Hfrom.;g§¢staﬂdpoahtpﬂ possible loss of these parts in
“leahding” procEdure¥. The Research & Development Depart-
mentiBtates that these small parts will be retained on
the mggazine tube durinz disassembly by lead which builds

%E 1nﬁahoot1ng
2. Stock and Fore-End Desipgn

A. Fore-End - The longer fore-end required by the
5-shot magZzine cannot be accommodated on existing plant
equipment, and it 1s questionable whether existing equip-
ment can be converted. While a shorter fore-end with
separate spacers could be designed, extensive changes in
the ;a3 system would be required. Moreover, the Sales
Department is not willins to accept a shorter fore-end
with spacers. The alternative will be new machinery to
produce the desired lensth cf fore-end. A roush eatimate
of machinery cost indicates 450,000, Determination of
(- cost 1s in progress.
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