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MATERIAL AVATIIABILITY

STEEL = contd.,

Without exception, all of our steel suppliers feel that the avail-
ability of steel will continue to be in short supply through 1975
and probably until 1980 when increased production capacity will
come inte line, It will be necessary toc maintain a larger
inventory and purchase commitments at least through the first
three guarters of 1975, ©Qur purchaged parts vendors who have

to place mill orders for special sizes or specifications of

steel have been issued purchase orders for -long term coverage.
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The #4 Forecast indicates that we will regquire per month in 1973w
182,000 blank walnut Stocks and Fore-ends: also B,000 sy
Stock blanks. In 1974, as in previcus years, we have hp
one major supplier of walnut blanks, Starting 1n.§g§ruar
a second walnut vendor will begin supplying 28% BE g sho
Stocks and in April, 1975, this vendor will stﬁrt to%;u

( 38% of Model 700 Stock blanks,

Several factors influence the sub 1y of wi
require good weather:; demand byithe fgxelg
demand for walnut hy thgféﬁmesti

2} expé@: market and the
ntket, éspec1a ly the veneer

. At the prerse;,nt"t:.m !boﬁh‘ of ouy suﬁc_pi:.ers indicate they have either
ind or Stdtk bﬂgnks~gﬁt to meet our requirements through

29754 The ‘upﬁi&“&f Stock blanks from cur primary

egagplleﬁ_frﬁﬁ%uated mmnthly and in 1974, to date, we have never

The forelgn demand for walnut logs has decreased in the past
several months. The weather has been good and both vendors, as
mentioned before, have been able to build their log inventory.

However, the demand from the gun industry has increased in 1974,
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