. MINUTE #1 - 19731 -1~ March 5 & 10, 19072

INVESTICATION OF MODEL 788 RIFLE

A discussion was held of the circumstences and implicetions
of & recent mecident that occcurred at Ilion while a Model 788
rifle was being tested. The following points were stated.

1. On February 16, 1971, during the proof and test firing
of & caliber 6mm Remington Model 788 rirle, an Ilion employee
suffered an injury to his left hand when the rifle fired es he
closed the bolt. Investigation indicated that the cocking-plece
head had broken at the point where the ¢ylindrical pin passes i
through the cocking pilece, festening it to the firing pin. At
the instant of breskege, the locking lugs on the bolt had g‘,
engaged the recesses in the receiver. The employee h@d alread
fired one proof load and one service round and he bt '

2. Several tests vere conducted on reydomlyreelee.%
pin assemblies from availlable prndpcti&n anﬁ;warehéuse sﬁodi
This included dry~cycle firing pfﬁassg‘ ddegifto a Eexinum of
T , +0,000 cycles per assembly. B *invclving assembliesg
\produced efter September ;_

: produced prio:mta
. ' date, it wagiobted)
property aracteriﬁtics

that the e b bR e.hibited more veriable physical
Eyese differences were attridbuted to the
powder metal heads used in the produc-

i ié ﬁ experience on broken firing pins on the Model 788
hag, b iinikel, and there has been no field report on this model
&ifﬂ- fiffdg on Closlng in an unlocked condition.

ﬁ ", It is highly unlikely that there will be = recccurrence
iwof this model rifle firing on closing, as the cocking plece would
have 1o break while the action is being elosed. Even if this vere
to happen, it is expected that there would be sufficlent engagement
of the locking lugs to prevent rearvard movement of the bolt on
firing. Only if the cocking piece breaks as the bolt is brought
forvard and before the locking lugs are engaged is there danger of
& reovccurrence of the Ilion employee’s aceident. The chance of
this heppening is exceedingly small, e&s little shock is transmitted
to the cocking piece on closing until the bolt is cammed and the
locking lugs are engaged. Furthermore, the degree of forece with
vhich the bolt would have to be brought forward would be very dif-
ficult to produce with the rifle st the shooter's shoulder in the
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