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16 G!.UGE RIFLED SLUG INVESTIGATION 

Due to advice !rom Products Ser-Tice that a number of colllPlaints, 
including on1e1pe~son~:,. injury

1 
wehre bbeing rdeoe

1
iveddooncerning the above .,_.~,h ... 

load, the !o owing ...,u.ormat on as een eve ope , , 
·.'.~l-~. \~i 

Complaints to date: 8 ~~.:.:;iv.·,· . ~·~· 
"•.. ·\~.. · •••• 8:!> 

UO 5B, uo 6B, UO 9B, ~~~,(;~~·_;W~5~~~~' :.~"-:1;,: __ ·_'.i:,:~.: .• :.J'"):i~~~~t:~~~]~~!:~i.:'~r~· 

• 

Codes involved: 

Nature or complaints: Burst Barrel :H870·:;:L ,y· ·:~~1 ~;j\,. .·' 
BlO!.'ll-Up au.~" M37 ":tt \~~- ·~h 
2 Slugs J.e!y~~~ Bar~l i':, "* 
R~~~~~~~·r I.O~~;~t~~~~ \;~~ 

Inspection or retu~µ,~~ pt.0'¢uct"'~ed·W4B;·~'<liclosed varying amount 
or !lui'r le.ft in the. ahslis'iJ>..nd ::~~&!'sized t<ifled slugs. Slugs were l!lea
sured as .623" dl,,~e~~; and t~ould have CieerV\6L5" - .650" dia?11eter. Sc:ore 
marks on sl1:)-~ i-~~cS\#~d a si~~ng';!pp.~.f~~f5n "1hich wal!I traced to the use o! 
the i.rron~~~d b1ai)/ing>1:m the 11)/oad~l'rg"mac:hine. Because of the undersi:-ed 
slugs, V:il)ration i'fu, tra;J:i~porttltion allowed the !lui'f to sift out of all 
but ·~~e ~-s~~i;iighti~,_lo~¢!•'.thells. Due to inherent variations in base wad 

1~1;~}ieigh:h p~~er charg.1:1; and :!lui'.f weight, the tightness of the loads vary 
, -~, ~. ~1};~}hin:'.;,a n~:rmally ac·ceptable range. The more fl u1'1' lost from the shells, 

;f~y•c< ·~·\,,... ~9~h-&;.?f_o~.er ·~1te load, which adversely affects the ballistics or the load, 
.~;r .,~~~ ';,~tho~lno·'·extremely low pressures were i'ound in recorded daily controls, 

_;~~S''~~,;~:;~~- 't~~ )~~ -+.· The 16 Gauge rifled slug load with n\l!r \fas begun March 11, 1971 

1,~ '~~h. _ ,;f.r and production or this load he.a been as follows: 

-~~~·-. .~~~ -,,_;:m·.-;:;,Y March 1971 - 73,000 Shells - Code T-R 
~··· ~ ,,~..,.., April 1971 - 349,000 Shells - Code T-T 
-~~\i~~~·- September 1971 - 15'7 ,ooo Shells - Code U-L-

October 1971 27e,ooo Shells - Code U-B ·. 
May 1972 - 302, 000 Shells - Code W-K 
June 1972 - 132,000 Shells - Code W-S. 
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