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SMITH & WESSON COMPLAINT CONCERNING DAMAGED MODEL 39 PISTOLS
O9MM LUGER 124 GR M.C. -~ CODE LT21iDD (Jupe, 1971)

S&W reported to J. H. Chisnall on October 26, 1972 that they
had received reports of nlne (9) damaged Model 39 s froﬁ*mbe

gallery testing. Previous to this, BrldgepO'
formed by the FBI Academy that they had exper%énced;*
damaged Model 39's while using %9mm Lug eﬁﬂcartr dges Bi pgilcd
by Super Vel. The ammunition 1n qﬁqstlon* loa&ed in S aridacy,

o

%uper‘¥el under

contract N

Nature of casualt s su h t &t gaz rvlea,ed into frome of
pistol from 2 ﬁﬁp re in ¢ase: break@ hand grips and damages
! - magazxne wgcasenialls JuséEfothTd of extractor groove where

. h wall of 8 ellfmeex 5 spl;. portion. of head. The actual
sq§§socxateé“wlﬁh blowout of an elliptical shaped
ﬁ brass mgtal approximately .230 long x ,130 wide
% ;hﬁ@k. Outline of rupture'(or bulge when rujture dces
o gpLace) conforms to that of relieved area at entrance
.t gun ‘cHamber on bottom side. This “ramp' facilitrtes feeding
§§of .cartridge into chamber but leaves shell unsupporited for a
s distance of about 1/16" above extractor groove. The relieved
area extends more deeply into the chamber of the S&W pistol
than with Colt and Luger versions of the same calibear,

e

The actual defect in the shell regponsible for rupture is a
severe cold shut or fold in the basc wall formed during the
heading operation. This structural weakness is to bte found

to a greater or lesser degree in nearly all caliber pistol and
revolver ammunition and is characteristic of manufacturing
process. Direction of this fold, however, is normally into
solid portion of head and thereforc of no particular consequence.
Examination of exhibits submitted by S&W revealed folds to be ab-
normal not only with respact to severity but also in direction
of propagation through side wall.
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