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L. L. PRESNELL 

.SMITH & WESSON COMPlAINT CONCERNING DAMAGED MODEL 39 PISTOLS 
·9MM LUGER 124 GR H. C. - CODE LT21DD (June, 1971) 

' 

S&W reported to J. H. Chi~nall on October 26, 1972 that_.;f_hey '1~h_ 
had rece5.ved reports of nine (9) damaged Model 39' s fro~.'~pe ···~~. 
field .and had also experienced two damaged guns J.1t;~1:heir: o"°'ii, ·:~k lH .·~~, 
gallery testing. Previous to this, Bridgepq.t·~t·'l\ad ~~en :~1~7,:~;~~h ~:!~•~!'.~\./''. 
formed by the FllI Academy that they had ,J,!:Xl)lii£'.~~nced'~~wo ·~;/·· -~~~· , .. 
damaged .Model 39 1 s while. u~ing. 9rnm .... !-ug7r:h~artr~~ge~ ·~HP~tied 
by Super Vc.l. The ammunition l.~ q-~~~.fl.OI'lf. load~~ in ·~.;..m:ia-ry, 
1972, had been manufacturcdtP,i>Lbno~~'+;~-~ ;~,uper\y~el under 

contract. . .. ;~:;'·\'~~<;,, ·\:,i ... \ .. A:i/'-~· ·~~} ·-·~?:~~~~~~ " 
Nature of casualty/;i:fl:i sue~ ftfa't gas r~lea~cd into fr.::rr:a of 
pistol from ,,a: ~t~e in ·~·si!~:,b;--,~Ji~ hand grips and damages 

• 

r magazine,;~~~'i;c'ksci~itaiJ;~ just¥,; foWahfrd of extractor groove where 
wall ,,pf'.;~Ji.ell .me·~i;s ~pli.q'.i:Portion. of head. The actual 
_.ruptli.~~ ~~~~~~~oct~,tettk~ff:h blowout of <ln elliptical shaped 
1~·~~tioo dij~ brass th;atal approximately • 230 long x • DO wide 

0 ·n· ·bftn~~p'.:~~hf~f<. Outline of rupture· (or bulge when rur·ture does 
.~.·.~~.t;~:,.,._~··,,\;t~ n~,t ·'c~~t p'Hace) conforms to that of relieved area at entrance 
,.';. ~?~.ti!?: gun 'ehamber on bottom side. This "ramp11 facilit• tes feeding 

.:~~;,=:~~;~$~~· i~~ ~~~of,\'..¢artridge into chamber but: leaves shell unsupported for a 
;'~ '~~h~.. ,·~f.t distance of about 1/16 11 above .cxtrector groove. l'ht~ relieved 
=~~' )~ · .. ,::~._.,,J area extends more deeply into the chamber of the S&W pistol 
'~~~~:. , :!!~~jr than with Colt and Luger versions of the same caliber. 

-~~~~h~•' 
The actual defect in the shell re~ponsible for rupture is a 
severe cold shut or fold in the base wall formed during the 
heading operation. This structural weakness is to be found 
to a greater or lesser degree in nearly all caliber pistol and 
revolver arnmunit:ion and is chciracteristic of manufacturing 
process. Direction of this fold, however, is normally into 
solid portion of head and therefore of no particular consequence. 
Examination of c:.;:hihits submitted by S&\.l revealed folds to be ab­
no17m11l not only ''1th !:esrcct to sevcril~' bat 3lso 5.11 <li.rectir>n 
of propnga t ion th rough s iclc wa 11. 
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