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Fi l'E?i·:1 rrn~;; Prod 1.1ct M<:1l'1•~ ger 
f'.h:·ellli n11tc1n r:\rrn~; Cor11par-1y, Ir-1c. 
Br<:1rrdyl"d. ne B•.d J. ding 
1007 Market Street 
Wilmington, Dulaware 19898 

nppreo><ifr1a-t;<:?ly thre!.'~ yHar~s .::~gi:•, I pi.trchc~sec:I a Model 700 BDl. Bc0 lt 
nct:lotr r<ifU~, fror11 !3andc~r Mountain, Mil;waul{ee t.-li., .si:orial Ni .. 1ml:)['.~r 
C62141B0. This qun was u&ed twice for deer hunting e~ason in 
Wisconsin, and h~s had approximately two boxes of shells fired 
t;1·1rc•unh it. 

"fhi•." 1.><1£>t Octol.lt::r', I firE~d six practice Eht?lls thr•:•uqh thr,.- l~ifle 
prior to doer hunting season. My father than asked to try the 
rifle. I loaded three more shellm and handed the gun to him. 
\.Jhiln holdinu the rifJ.1:-1 at liis hip, t·1e p1,.1sf·it,~d tin~ safQty fon•iard 
to the:,• fi1'(~ p•:•£:>iti.c:in. Whil.c~ hE~ wa~; ptH>hing the 5c"l.ftrl:;y "for!<'J<~rd, 
tl1e rifle diucharyed. As his thumb was still on the safYty, the 
rr~c:.::•j,J of ·thf.? ri'fJ.e p1.1~:;.h£?d the safGty back i.t"l't:o:i his th1.11r1b <ff1d cut 
,, :i r.:; thumb C•p~~l'I. f·-IE~ \fJCl.S quite ~;hocf<E~cf th;:it thP. ~JIJYl WC!nt Ct ff. 
For·t1.1rh:1tc~ly, the gun 1.;as pctirrted at the nrollnd. 1 than t•::11::·I~ the 
rif'lf:·:• fr•:•m hir11, Thinl~.il'"1!J that tie pos~.;ibly 11<.:tcl his fin!;)t,]r 
i.n.:u:lvP1'tuntly o::•n tht' tt'i!Jgf?r while f·H~ t•:•ok the~ ~·;afety off, 
vJi'!.hout realL;:ing it, .;.w1c1 thi.~; may have b<2en wh."J.t ca•.tsecl 1;he ~Jr.tn 

tc1 d1~.;cf·1iH'U£:~. I tfn~n put the ri.fJ.e t•:• rny £5houldr!r al'rt:I ;,1irrir~cl at 
t11~) ta\·'hJf·~t. M<:1ldng ~;1.we ri1y finrJfiH' was ni:r whE?re near tfH,~ b•.i.qg~~~- 1 
arid .. Jith 'l:hE~ ri.fle tight O.!F:linst rny sllouldrc>r t.:. rni.ni1r1i:·:r<1 thE? 
rc~c~oi 1, I ptt~;hr~d the ~afsty fc1r\.'1arcl and tt1c'-' [JI.Ir• <l~Jfl.lt·r cl.i.sch1::n'yl'?d, 
with tl'1e rf.,•coil .:~lSC) p1.mt1i.ng ttui! 5;af'cty bac~( into my thurnh, <•lso 
cuttiny my thumb open. 

Ne~dluG& to say, the gun has not been fired since, and J did n~t 

1 .. u;;t-~ tilt~ ri·flt:~ c!urinn tt1).$ yr::?i::tr''; cl£·?l1r h•.mt. I .:u11 vr;·iry c<::•ncnrrn;~d 

.:\~;. to 1-\•hnt could have~ po5sibly c:nusc~d thi~; mi'"lu~p, e:tn(1 h.::1v~? l•:.•s;t 
confAci~nce in using thie rifle. r thought about taking it back 
to:::• Udncler t•k••.n·.-t;.::15.r1 for rc<>pc:d.r, or po~~sibly t 0:• a uun s111ith. But 
the more I considered this, I felt I should write this letter 
fi1'~;,.t; ;n·rc:I r11<:dt.r~ you awar&? o·f this rniE;h,":lp. Coulc:I yo:••.1 ple.::1sc~ 

respond to the following concerns: 

Wh<:i.t could hav~? ca•.HH'?rl this to h.::1ppel'"1? 
If I l1avn thf? ~J'.11'1 r~?paired, carr tt hdppen 
l4hc?r£.~ £>houlc:I I t."J.kE? thfr' gun for rE·?pair 
what will it cost? 

.::1~1ain~1 

and approximatraly 

I am l.fi'f ynar<;, oJ.c:I~ arid have bE·?f?n huntinn c"l.ll rriy li'fr:;. I ar11 
vary con&ciouu of gun safRty, and f<eep ~11 my fi~earms clean and 
we~ J. 1 t <~ 11.c?t"• ca rr? •:•f. Pl c~a sc'! aclv i ~•c~. 

!:Ji ncc-?t'ely, Willi~m J. Earnisse 
1 "12~1 Cy pre?!5S Dr j_ vc~ 

Graft0n, Wi 53024 
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