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Yo omamber ore anxisty remavding this Incldent iz the ocssihility of an extremelr
bl

c-"__v, nd pesitively, I'm wery <hank®™ii no cre was injured {excsct for
.ervas/. I% alsc amphasizes the need %o te ccnstantliv vigilant abeout where a
gin is always peinted. I'm a very stringzent perscn whon I sse an errer in
Jiégment in carrying a rifils,
Thirdly, I'm disasezinted akout failure s kring heme a3 dser teciiss o

-

-
+23 f3ilume of the rifie safetv =eghani
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Tourdnlv, I dom't see new I can evsr carry a round in the chamter azain in
aitker of mv medsl 700°'s (the cthar is 2 mc:sl 700 308 caliter). AL least
until I understand why the sun firsd when I mowved the sifety *armvard to fire,
'-ri':.'.".cut m7 finger beine near the trigger, Lot me explain by ziving vou ithe
relavant facts as I kncw them,

Tinet, I've boen using a model 700 since 1667 wren I teught mv *303., I'we

srot a deser out of state every veap I'wve gene out of state wiith mv *3CR and

never had anvthing cauvse me werry., This weap I left me '2CR hemo and tock

the 270 which I bwought in 1578. (I also cwn a ncdel 270" which has “eer an
¢ extremelw reliakis zun.)

We were huniinz naar ralz, Colorado 4n the cembined (elx and dser) seascn. The
accidenily firing sccured suring ths last day of the Tive dsr ssascn, The Tisst
two darys wore v-"" ccld (=P F) 4in the earliy momming tet <hs dars warmed latar
ir the week, Cn sednes day at aseroccimataly 5 a.m. (I'3 g;uees <he temperature
wag graatsr than &3° F) I zvwotted a large forked hern and decidfed e taxs it,
It was less than 107 yards away acove me cn 2 long ucward sioze {5-15% grade)
itk sag9 and servut cak. I toek the rifl rem my snoulder, an<d was placing =v
laft arm in the sling to statilize the rif*e. it wag s7ill peiniing Zeown
(~ - 10% Trom herizental), I vushod ths safoiy forward with my right thumb, -y
“iie2or finger was tcuching the boii handle, rct in tre irigzger zuard, As the
safety moved forward ithe rifle discharged, I'm not ncrmally sheoek by 2hinzs bus
this reallv scared me. (The deer didr't stick afeound siiler), The dser moved
up the slcpas. I did see it aain but he was on rrivate ranch land leased tc
ancther zroup of huntars. I continued to aunt the remaindsr ¢f the merning

2ut I sure didn's leave a live round in the chamrer,
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