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• 
the actuo.l retail values set on sportiD£ al"!"'..s are, ~~th the ex
ception of tbe 300 MaE;llu:m bolt action rif'le, lov,.er thr.=iil theze 
arms cost the public before the ':.rar. 

. , These data afford en insi?,ht into s-port ~c:n' ~ .cur-
rent ideas ot' :retail value. At the time the questionD.:i.i:?-eis 
were filled.out (January to A~ril, iq45) the general level of 
emplo1rment end. tr:sge and salazy :payments '\'!ere at a bi gh level. 
This, cciupled .with the tenor of respondents' col"lments reflecting 
an expectancy of highe!." prices generally at't er the wer, e:ee."'Jl3 
inconsistent with apprcisals or retail gun values below pre-war 
leve.ls. • · 

This inconsistency can be e:qilajned two ways; first 
that respondents do not know what guns cost before the •'jar, or 
second, the.t they i'~el that pre-war prices wero too high. The 
first explanation is incompatibl.e "ritll the fact t11at the :majo!'
i ty or sportsr.ien knew and reported the price tl~at they paid for 
their favorite ri:f'le or shotgtm. 

The actual "worth-to-me" -P!'ices ore listed br:lcw • 
. They should be looked. upon in a relati v~ rather then absoli.:te 
s~nse because, obviously, ger1eral price li:vel.s, thP. retail prices 
of cor.i.peting guns, c o,ndi ttons of emplo:~ent, end other economic 
factors at the ·time spo!."ting arms e.re sgein offered tor sale 
will arrect sportSJi\en' s decisione as to price. 

The findin~s for 1eading caliber-action co~b~nations 
'EU,d with pre-war ~rices for comparisc~:. 

Belt action center fire rifles: 

~ :Soyz Pre-\'i€u· Cet2lc~ F!'ice { * l 

)OC Mae;r."J.Ill 
270 Win. 
2R Lovell 

· :;o-06 . 
250-)000 
30-30 
257 Roberts 
)5 Rem. . 
)00 Savege 
22 Ve.r:linter 
22 Hornet 

All center fire bolt 

Rim fire bolt 

Standard grade 

~·80.L7 
71.90 

. 69.50 
67.53 
67 .J..2 
65.65 
6;.12 
60.55 
57.55 
53.00 
50.4J. 

66.10 

32.02 

I"') 
(1) :Not orrer.cd' before the war 

-39- . 

$.' 78 .1. 5 ( 'N) 
78 • .t..S (W a.nd Re!t.) 
88.45 {W-custo:rrd 
78.~5 (Wand Be~.) 
78. l..5 ( W) ~.60. 25 ( Sav.) 

(1) 
78. J..5 (\17 end Re~.) 
7e_ 45 (Rem.> 
'7'8-45 (Re~.) ~60.25(Sav.) 
88 .. 45 (W-custom) 
7s.45 (W) t42.50 (Sav.) 
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