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MINUTES OF MEETING
SUBSTITUTE CALIBER FOR WINCHESTER 4270

At the meeting of the Operations Committee (Arms Division) held at the
Ilion Plant on ¥ay 11, 1950, G, E. Pinckney suggested that recommendations be made
to Management for the elimination of the ,270 Jjinchester caliber for the Models
742-762 on account of the imperfections of that particular cartridge and to avoid
further delay in development of these rifles, Furthermore, that we develop a new
cartridge of Remington design ballistiecally superior to the .270 Winchester for
adaptation to these particular models. It was also suggested that we must keep in
mind that the particular cartridge developed to replace the ,270 Winchester may
afterwards be adapted to the lModel 721. 41l of the aforeosaid discussion pertained
to the Arms Development Scheodule dated april 18, 1950 which had been presented for
approval,

As & result of this disoussion, a meeting was held at 2,20 P.M. in the
office of G. Z. Pinckney on lkay 23, 1950 for a determination of Sales opinion on
the particular type of cartridge desired, Thos® present were;

D, Godfrey C. s Roney
Gs Es Pinckney . Je D, Hitchell
G. Evans G. M. Calhoun
R. Cs Swan K+ As Brown
Ge Co» Lambert Fe La Clay

G. E. Pinckney conducted the meeting and pointed out that as a general proposition
it is desirable to make a new rifle for an existing cartridge that 1s already
popular and widely accepted by the shooting public, However, in this instance,
whilc the 270 *finchester cartridges of Remington make are perfectly satisfactory,
yot those of Jestern-Finchestcr meke are very ununiform, particularly with respoct
to pressurcs, and will not operate dependably in the Model 742 Autoloading Rifle

and quite likely will give trouble in the Modsl 762, Therefore, it becomes necessary

to oliminate considoration of tho .270 Winchestor caliber in the Models 742-762 and
to develop a morc dopendable Remingbton cartridge equal or superior to the 270

for these new models., Naturally, wo oamnot bring out new rifles that will not handlo

all makecs of cartridges in any specified caliber,

G. B. Pinclmoy also pointed out the importance of getting tho new type of
cartridge at the earliost praotical date as he statcd that there had alrcady been
a delay of about four months in the doveclopment of the Models 7422762 due to ime
pcrfoctions of the Winchester ,270, HO rovicewod tho complaints against this carte-

ridge due to the fact that the Jinchostor drawings of tho chamber submitted to SAANMI

did not corrcspond to thc actual guns made end, therofore, the ammunition furnished
by ¥inchoster gave high pressuros net only in thulr own rifles but in those pro-
duced by others, He stated that "Tinchester had considorable trouble with thoir own
line in this e¢aliber and field reports have indicatod that many of thoir cartridges
have had to bo rowurnod duc to high prossuros and complaints of customers, On the
other hand our own cartridge of thc ,270 Winchester typo has boen satisfactory in
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launched this cartridge not only to cxploit thoir own name but also to compete with
the 30-06 which shootors wero able to obtain at reduced prices through the Dircotor
of Civilian Marksmanship. He felt, thorofore, that Romington should now oxploit

its ovm cartridgo for thoso now modols providced wo can dovelop ono which is equal

or better in characteristics to tho ,270 Winchostor and which can be §0l1d on & come
petitivo basis with rospect to price, Ho montionocd the great succeoss in launching
the 222 cartridge for the Model 722 and felt that Remington could likewise popular-
ize a now cartridgo to compete with the ,270 Winchester, BHe felt that the adver-
tising of the riflec would help greatly in the introduction of the new cartridge and
that we would get all of tho ammunition business pertaining to tho new models for a
considerable period of time and may adversely affcct sales of the Winchester .270 ’
calibor riflos.

. our own rifles and im thesc properly chamborcd by compotitors. Apparcntly Winchostor

Alter giving a summary of considerations of other calibers, such as ths
+276, .280, and ,284, with 7 m/m types of bullets, G, E. Pinckney roquested the
viewpoints of others present;

R. C, SVAN stated emphatically that he had boon against the introduction of new
arms of Remington dosign in compotitors' types of ammunition. Ho reviewed the past
considorations of the ,280 and statod at the time of those experiments that it had
not becn adopted proviously because it did not show marked superiority over the .270
#inchester and in somo respects was inferior. Ho felt; howaver, that a cartridge
laboled with a Remington mame should be dovolopod for use in the Models 742-762 in
liecu of tho ;270 Winchestor type, He indicated that we should have a Bronze Point
and a Pointed Soft Point Core Lokt bullet in the caliber selected, At this point
G« B+ Pinoclnoy statcd that we probably should not go above ,280 calidber as, for
oxamplo, the sales of tho 1300 Megnum caliber riflcs are comparatively small and
furthermors we ncod a now cartridge to compote with the .270 Winchcster at tho same
pricc. In addition, calibers larger than (280 cannot be used as tho recoiver is not

' sufficiently largo to accommodate a cartridge of such length,

Jo D, MITCHELL indicated he was strongly in favor of a new Remington cartridge
to rcplace the .270 Finchostor for those ncw modcls of rifles provided thers wes no
dangor of intcrchangeability with tho ,270 Finchester type. G. M. Celhoun indicated
that the dcsign of cartridgo case would be such as to oliminate any such danger,

G, EVANS opcned his discussion by setting forth a few questionsy-

1. TVhat assuranco had we that '7Tinchestor or Western would makeo the
now cartridge ary bottor than thoy do the prosent .270 jrinchastor?

2. 7ill thc .280 or epproximate calibor be adaptable to difforent
bullct woights to the same oxtont as the .270 now available in
tho Winchostor type?

3. %11l the ,280 be safer since it is a largor oalibor and will it
presont the same difficulbics that now provail in the ,270
Winchostor type?

4, Are there any other calibars morc adaptablo; for exa.mpie, if we
are going to uso lighter woight bullots then shouldnt't wo take
& good look at lowor calibers?
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would eliminate the troubles now cncountered with tho ,270 Winchostor in answor to
G+ Evans! question ;1 and if adhered to like any other cartridge, would not give
trouble,

. G, Mo CALEOUY indicatcd that S,A,A.M.I, spocifications for tho new eartridgo

with respect to the adaptability of differcnt bullet woights, G. M. Calhoun
stated that it dopondod upon which way wo wanted to go., If wo wanted to go toward
highor bullet woights, thon there was a possibility of encountering higher prossures,
Howevor, sinec it was the conconsus of opinion that the bullet weights should be
praferably 130 and 150 grains with possibly 110 or 100 grain bullets for varminter
shooting, there should be no pressurc difficultics, Ge. M, Calhoun also added that a
+280 or epproximatc caliber would givc greator latitudo for dovelopment and that he
folt such a type of cartridgoe could be produczsd within a reasonabls tims not only to
moct tho favorable charastoristics of tho ,270 ¥inchoster but also to bo competitive
in prico,

G, C, LAMPERT cxpressod himself in favor of tho ,280 but folt that it should
dovolop & highor velooity than tho o270 Finohostor and havo bettor oharactor;st;cs
to add prestige to thc Romingbton and Pcters lines,

C, 7. RONEY was in agrecment that & now cartridge approximating .260 should be
dovolopea to oqual or oxcocd the performance of tho ,270 and soll at a compctit:we
price basis,

D, GODFREY thought that lower calibors = 4267 or .276 - with 120 to 140 grain
bullets in tho 267 and 130 to 150 grain bullets in tho .276 might be given con-
asidoration. Howover, ho folt that a cartridgo eapproximating the .280 would be
satisfactory and was willing to go along with that suggestion.

R. C, STAAN mdded to his remarks by stating that ho did not agree with ur,
Godfroy's suggestions for going below .270 caliber and he felt that we should havoe
a new cartridge epproximating 7 m/m which we might 0all the Remington ,275,

G+ E. Pinckncy agrecod fully with this suggostion.

H, A, BROAN pointcd out tho study that he had madc scmoe ycars ago wherein ho
cmphasized to Management the largo numbor of cartridgos in tho cataloguo which werc
labelsd undor namos of competitors, @Ho folt that carcful considoration should bo
givon to the fact that now cartridges will edd to the number now produced and also
increase theo items in the gun line, Ho agreod, howcver, that it wms desirable to
initiate oxploratory oxperimental work to find a satisfactory substitute for tho
«270 rather than continuo with c¢fforts to adapt tho Modols 742-782 to tho present
«270,

Aftor a full discussion of tho various considerations involved in tho
dovolopment and launching of a now certridge, it was finally agreod among the Sales
group as follows ;-

1. 4ll wore in accord that the .270 7inchester caliber should be given no .
furthor oonsideration for tho Modols 742-762,

2. All sgrcod that the Technical Department should strive to i:roduce a now
cartridge at tho carlicst practiceblo date strictly ocompotitive with the .270
Winchostor for prico and performance oharactcristiocs,
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3. That perfaormence should preforably bo better than the 270 winchester and
should involve cqual or botter muzzle and sustained velocities, accuracy, function-
ing eand safer prosswraos, Pressurcs proforably should not exceed £0,000 p.s.d.

Tho cartridge should bo of a rimless type and bullet woights should bs 100 to 110
grains for varminter shooting and a 130 grain Bronzc Point and a 150 grain Pointed
Soft Point Coro Lokt.

At the conclusion of the moeting it was pointed out that Managoment
recently approved a chango in the model numbers of thc 742 and 762 to read 740 and
760, This change will be announced in an Operations Committco Informative Bulletin
a5 soon as an ofricial transmittal of the Managomont Staff AMeeting docision is
recoived by the Secreotary of the Operations Committeo.
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