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BOl. T ACTION CENTER FIR.S: RIFLE LINE 

A meetiDg wu held with Sales &ad R&.D in Bridgepon 0:11 August 17th to 
plan a furure program for the Bolt Action Center Pire. 

The general feeli.ng was that our present line is too complicated (number 
of models etc.) for present day sales volume. A volume twice preseut sales could 
hardly support fl!teen (15) dlffe:rerat warchouee combi.natl.ons, six (6) of these 
engendered by a delum line il::lcludillg two (2) difierent riflea and sJ.Jc (6) calibers ) 
witb a major portion of the pans not .illterChangeable with the standa.rd li.De • 

It is also apparent that our rifles do not compete favorably with foreign 
campetitlan in appearance. Rescarcli persomiel feel that a si.Agle model. 
embracing two rifles With tbe sta.cdard calibers and with some custom cype 
feat\lrea would be more campetttive. 

In order to ac:compllsh th.ci .. 1e followiilg chanr-s were reCQ?llmended: 

1. Improve appearance of stock by adding' a Monte Carlo Cheek piece, 
comb cuts. c:heclterblg. fore•end tip and grip cap. Make the shape of the &toclc 

more reward the cu.scam eype wUb close grip, slim fore--end. and light weight. 

2. Move the ufety from along side of receiver to the bolt plug. This will 
eliminate a large portion of the present dimensio.11al tolera.rices causi.llg either roo 
hard or too eaey safety operation. 'Ibis will also improve the appearance by 
elimi.nating the ugly urdi.D.i.shed stock cuts for the pres~t safety. 

3. Improve the receiver shape at the re:i.r by shaping the tang more lil::e 
the Sp:cillgfield, pviog better and slimmer stock shape and also room to operate 
the bole plug safety in the same plane u the present M/725. 

RECElVED. 
SEP1~1960 

J. D. CRAMMo.N.~ 
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4. Improve bolt handle appearance by aUm profile and sweeping 
handle more toward me rear. Thia Will requil'e challgiag the trigger to move 
the fioger piece reuward co prevent interference between bolt handle and the 
shooter· s right haDd in recoil. 

s. lnlet magazine from top of stock 1D a mua.er nch as to obuate me 1 
necessity for a .noor plate. nus is a custom stock feuure 11Sed by many custom 
stock makers. lt improves the appearaace amt coat ai: the same time. It may, 
however. require a reductiOJl in magazine capacity 1D some c.W.ra. 

6. Offer feature• fo= OD. custom riflea such as a compensated barrel 
in tbe heavy calibers, sling awivel screws aa standard equipment, scope eights, 
dull .finished receiver top, etc:. 

7. Prcmde a really light rifle in the regular caliben llJld a st.an.dud weight 
in the heavy calibers with recoil pad. We can then have tbe T.ightest aacl stroagest 
production rifle in tbe world. The short receiver model c:aa be advertised at 
6 1/4 lbs. Actually our presem M/721 a.ad M/'722 weigh les1 tban lbe M/70 
featacr weight by 2 or 3 oz. OD 1:he average. 

Origillal plans were to have this .new :rifle ready by January 1, 1961 • 
Research persOIU1el believe that it might be accomplished, but only if given a 
top pnority botb iD Research ud ill ProducUOD. 

·~.' /.« ~ 
M. ~!~r. Supervisor 
IliOD .Research DiViaion 
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