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WODEL, 700 - BANRE]L, BRACKST

J.W. Killer has called to my attention that the
des r (K.H. Walker) has established specifications for the
N/700 Barrel Bracket be 2 wrought ateel and thus displacing
the use of powder metallurgy in thias part as has been in aeffect
for the M/T2l famlly a number of years.

I was awvare that Mike had besen contemplating thils
since there had been considersble Aifrficulty over the years and
for the AU rifles hs used steel exclusmively for the barrel brackets.
Also, with the advent of the dig nagnum calibers susch as the 4,%
with the heavier recoil he was ocareful to &void the powdoer matal
braciet.

In addition to the salt bleedout problem which nas

- never bosn adequately sclved for the Plant, there have &lso Leen

some vases of tending the brecket. Aas I recalil, these ware of'ten
traced to variations in the mschining of the stock inletting,
resulting in the sontact between the barmsl bracket and the shoulder
of the stock not being adequate and/or proper. [ikely there were
cases of variations in hardness or ductility. =

I have not overruled the designer's astion in this
case, fecling that 1t plased us in & rather untensdle position
and that the material or process must be sufficleantly adequate
in its performance to be gocepted by the designer as well as the
Flant if we are to expect responsibility as to results and quality.
At the same time I don't believe this necessarily rules cut the
possibility of this barrel bdraciet being aghln made by powder
wetallurgy. And perhaps to a little different specificationa than
the oOne which was considsred adeguate at the tias for the M/721 and
40X famlly of rifles.

In the event that you Or any others recelving coplea

of this wmemo wish to suggest a change in policy, will expect to
hear from you, Otherwise will procsed as above
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