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. there that Sat . · 

.. urday" mo~nfng~ 
:·.·q·uive.r.ihg. like 

.·'-: span.ked p.ups, we .. 
were surrounded by one of the best 
woodchtick-hunting areas:.1 hav~ 

. known·:·The natu.ra! terrain was con~ 
toured to form perfect ba.ckstop·s.for .. 

our high-velocit;i builets. in almost al!" .. 
directions. !t' was mill~· making coun- · · 
try, a.nd the dairymen, who had knovm · 
us for several years, were friendly · 
because they knew 1.'.Je were careful 

. in ·placing our shots, and they wel­
·comed our efforts in keeping down 
the varmint ·population.· n The .eve­
ning before, we had driven the hun­
. dred or so·miles topur ground-hog 
· stronghold, intending to sleep corn-

. . . ,· . . 
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~~· . . . . . . . "· ' ' ., . . . .. '. 
i ·. IHs;. tor ~~r~i~! _hH~~"~: 1~_K.e.;a~t~~t-~~~.\·~!!}"~• ~3iv_ H~m~~~lan .. ; 

. t · .. ".'. fo.rtaoly' sn.uggfed down '.in. on~iqf.~th~H~ay ;:·~;~shooti_ng w1tn .. .spec1a!!Ze_d · 
... -~ .. ·:[. :,:i:}-.J>a.rn~.·.Qur·:dothirig-i.va$:'.Q0Wi~i$·~-tt1§f~;},~~h;.b?:~.~-'.;_ci~~.~sif~_l"1-'~·'·at.~st'd,e.\;e1>: .··.·.·.· .. · ... . .. 
: · ; t '.:::·.·:) .. thi~.·surpmerthinos;;One.9t t~e tlio~e·:sh~~p~=··~·:opn1enti~ya~mint ~-~-~t!~~- Thls'phas~:has ·· ... 
. , :. ~ -.. ~. · ··ear!y:·aut~mn ·cold sn.aps:.cau.ght.,u~ r!at-- ... ;.,grown. tremendpus1y ~uni:ig the past !t;;w 
· .·.·. I· ::'.:;/,U.foci~ed.:.·· ·~n~_:w~. ,y1et~.:~8~~1Y;".:d.i_~!Ii.~.s!.?.TJ~.~~)it:/~?t.~ ~$i;l(j_. -~eroLrgto_11 :Arms.:~ompany __ has · · · 
< 'l ·-..:.:~·.:::about .t~.e v1ar:m!{lg qualities .o.L~.i~cl· ~~Y.J!L~tJ.9.st:armoun~ed .. 9wre.a-no_t new. gun-cartn,dge 

. J.·.:·.;:_::_:·:~:~f ~1!~~72~~~~ef~~~~~~/;if J~~t~?~~!:~7l~S:~)f.:~~~~r~;t.~·~n~;;J~~:t~~·d~'~.ex~!,7~X~~~~~:,n~ .. 
. • l . : ... the s.t.eeiy-eyed dawn~ u' The. pointT:...·:a.ritJoZd~a'm' ;:spedfic.aliy designed for' long- range 

... · l .· . ·· ·n:ia~e·i~ftri~,1t va.rmint huntetsas a·~re-~d~w.\i(}_r~\yiJ~;~>tJ JV)oder-11''.'va/rnint' hi.rntfrig probably 
f ·"go to.great lengths fo!lov·1ing the~sport~first; · ::,began \vith:the deveioprnent of tt·1e .22 Hor-
1 acquiring suitable arms and then ·doing net cartridge in aboi.'it 1930 by a grGup o-f 
? • • . . f . pCJinstaking detective work to locate game dedicated v1ocdchuck hunters, It caught the 
! fields, zfl i11voivingmuch time and effort, ar.d attention of ammunition sacherns and was 
). sorne{imes including traveHng.-great dis- . fir,st prod.uced by Winchester in 1932. it was 

·} . .. : .;._ r1r.es ·G-ur's ·m·:.y b<-'·a·1yti~1··n·,- fr ...... rr~ ·s~~-r.·ct .. "d ·~·::-c-·~u"n. ",:;de',.<.;d '"'x· ci-1·1;.;,·n· t f. "r U"'" ""' +o ah~·+ '>!V> 
~ ;,a.,,. ~ . .-1·; '°' ....., J ~1=€)••'-'11;.\..,,";ti~ a~·-··::. .. ·_ ~1 ,-.;.:._....:;;; _"""' 1:.-,,"' ,, ...,\,..U~.'- '•-'" .. U,,,Luv 

· i production models to very elaborate custrim" ~-~yards, .. r·'1 At tr1etime of the abov(~·mi~ntioned 
·i. "made.jobs incorporating.carefully thcugH· . ..- :·~lliffy-outing,·i)opular:·varmint medic;,!ne in­

·ot.it i?eas· of the individuaL :TJ Long~rar1g? .. ~. · ~·!ude•:t"_such .ca(. (Cordfmu:rl Mt pa.f;e, 111 · 
. - .. 

. : ·_. .. · . ._:-
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hanclll~i,-.d::< the nction closed. A rotntin;( more the tari.:et is mngnilled, the more 
:;;tf<"IY is fot·ntl"d near the j1mction of the accurately it will he possihlc to aim 11p:m 
holt :mcl lmlt hanclle for easy uml fa~t ·. It. So, in mst· you have never fired a hancl­
thumh 01wration. Fired ~•<cs arc ·:tuto- !,'Im with scope :<il{ht, l1cre i~ the poop. 
m:1tically t•xtr:u:tt•d anti ejected when the Unforhmntt•ly, oth..,r thinit< arc not Ntu:il. 
bolt is opt·nt·d. First, any gain in magnification is at the 

The grip and stot·k of the ncw h'llll arc l"Xpt·usc of illumination and extent of field 
. made with mw pi<•t•c of mnlclt•d Du Pont of vie,v. Remember, mni(nific:ition of thc 
Z>'td structural nylon in :v!ohawl- Brown target also ma)!nifics· any wohhle or move­
eolor. You pmli,1hly l,.Tlow that this mnte- ment of tlw scope-gun unit, nrnkini.: it 
rial is vcry tough and maint:tirn' il< tlimen· nlmo>t imt""sihlc to successfully shoot a 
sional stability under pr:1ctk~11ly all condi· handgun with high-power scope. In addi­
tion<. This means that it dot» not w:Lrp or tion, the nec·essary long-eye relief ( clistanct• 
eh:111~1· sh:tpe :1ml ""'"um: 11niforn1 metal- . from the eye to the ,;c:ope) llf a pistol 
to-stock ht·cldi11i:-a11 important element in scope, :Six to twenty-one inche:< with the: 
maint.iining c<mstant point-of-bullet impact l'hantom ;111d lt'll lo lwcuty inclw.~ with the 
and unvarying .:1ccurat'}'· ·n1c grip has Supr:i, presents rt•:il 011tical prohlcms. 
fi1w dwt•kcring, and the stock h foncit•d The important advantage uf the scope on 
up :1 bit with white-diamond infays, con· . n ·hnndgun is in the case of sighting. \Vith 
tmsting hhick fure;mn tip with white open sights, the eye has to line up three 
spacer, and black trigger gunrd. clement< at different dist:mees-thc re::ir 

The XP·lOO weighs sr. pounds, balances sight, the front sight nnd the target. The 
nt the point of middh·-fln~cr ~est just back eye can focus only nt one: distance at a 
of the triggc:r gunrd, nntl the i.<rip fits time, so, with the open sights, it rntiidly 
dthcr lrft or rb:ht h:1ncl like n glove. For for:u£c.~ from one to the other i:\ an dfort 
shootcrs who preft·r inorc wt•ight toward to align them-a very difficult task for ;111 
the muzzle, fi\'c c:witics nre provided in- hut very .yonng eyes. On the other hand, 
siclt• the foreumt, under the barrel, for in n scope, an ima:.te of the target is 
adding wciii:hts. E:ich cavity will hold a focused exactly upon the ret:clc ( crmshalr) 
.38-calilwr, m1·tal-cast', 130-gr..tin hulll't, · ~md the relation of the rcti<:le nnd tar;(et 
nose down. Thu.~. llll to just under llf · rcmn.in fixed on one pl:ine independent of 
ounct•s cnn he· ;1ddccl to .move the pnint the shooter's eye nncl is e:L<Y to sec. vVith 
of hahnce forward. metallic sights, hcsicles the focusing proh-

Of utmost importanc1• ill accur:it<' shoot- )cm, the position of the eye is critic:il, while 
ing is n gootl trigger pull. The imll on the with the scope. it is necessary only th:it 
new gun whid1 I hnvc !wen shooting fa the eye remain within the arca of the cxit 
c•xcelk•nt-<:lean :tnd _cds11, with Jctoff .·re- pupil. So, if tht· <•xit pupil is wry .~mull. 
quiring a prcssnrc of two pounds ~wo D(lthinlt is itaincd .with re~ml to eye i1os1-
ounces, and with " little very ~oft tear- tion. \Vith a large exit pupil, the i1osition. 
ward movcment aft<>r the brc:\k. of the shooter's eye may vary c:o11>idcrably 

For my money, :1 scope sight is a must without intcrforing with the nccumcy of 
for use on :my of the handguns cl1nmhcrcd aim. A lm·;.:c exit pupil is dcsirnhk·. But 
for the .221 Fire Ball and .22 Jct Rcming- it c:an lw ohtainccl only with low magni­
ton cartricl:!cs and the .256 \Vinchcstcr fic.1tion or a l:wgc ohjt•c:tivc (.,ns-and the 
Magnum. Sco11cs I have ust'tl quite n hit latter is impr:tctic:nl on :1 pistol <L"Opc . 
with such gun~- :1.re tho Jaeger:Nickcl Dave Buslmcll lmd scope hlocb ready 

'-Supra," with 1.5 m:ignificaticm, ·--01iid _the ... \irbcn the first examples of the Xl'-100 
·Bu$bncll l'hanta.ll\, wid1 1.$ magnification. \vcre ... avai1:1hlc. So I ·mounted a Phantom 
. The first dcmcnt most of- 11s thiiil{of iii· .on the new pistol ancl got husy shootinl(. 
n ·telescope. sis:ht i.~ m:1gniAcation . ..;, Ot!1cr : · · My oris:in:tl intcmtimi .W•L~ to shoot nt a 
things bcin;.:' equal, it is evident .. m:\t. the .· di<frmcc of 100 ·yards, hut clue to lou~j 

·-r 
snow condition.<, I levefo<l at :I "more t"On· 1 
venicnt sixty yards. All my target shoot- , 
ing was done from sanclhag rc:;t. f 

The llrst llvc-shot )(rnup just nhou: ' 
,;poilcd me. It measures under 1: of an J 
inch, center to· (•enter of bullet lwlcs for. l 
thest npart (sec the actual sir.c reprodu,.. : 
tion on pa)(e 113). The first three· •h<Jh • 

\' printed in one hoh., the fcmrth was a little , 
high ;md the fifth went home: into the l 
original hole. The fsiur shots of the group . 
measure about 5/32 nf in inch.· Tfii., ;, 
goocl rif/u accuracy! And that is just wh.1t 
tlw XP-100 givl·• nt n·asonnhfo ran;.:c-s. 

:0.Iy largest Svc-shot group at the sixt}"­
yard mark mc:.tsurcs ~ of an Inch-ten-shut 
groups no doubt wo\lld run slightly larger, 
I know for a fact that the others, with a 
lot more shooting, have clo:1e better than I. 
For in.,tnnce, ;it the Hcmington g;illery in 
Ilion, New York, 1,'roup.< maclc ut IOU 
y,trds have measured as little as J;-ineh. 
And one ch;ip, located in the \\'est, ha, 
tightened them to as small as two incht~ 
nt 200 yards. These c~trcmelt tight group, 
cannot be expected as a nilc of thumb, lllll 

. it is proven that they <1rc possihlc. I woult\ 
judge that my average group,;, mayJ-... 
smaller, arc aho11t what c:in he anticipated. 

Being anxious to try the Fire Dall on 
varmint, I hc;.:an to look ;1ro11ncl. :My t")'l' ! 
bit on a muple of crows nn a p:tteh of tl1in i. 
.mow,' imooping arnuncl. I spotted th'" • 
blnek rnsc-al.< from ii winclow and snc·ak<"d I 
out thc bnck way with the XP-l!JO in on .. i 
band and ;\ flre .B,d! cartridge in th .. 
othcr. Shichkd hy some cvcr::rccn trt•l'.<, 
I Annlly found a rest on one of the limb<, c 
put the cros:;hair on the hlacl: .<pot and I 
squet·zed the tri;.:;.:cr. The hit was ulmo>t t 

·dead centc:r nncl feathers Hew. Ht-suits in- ; 
dic:atc<l l.(oocl lmllct cxpmsion. The clis-

1
1_· 

tance was at le.1st eighty yards. · 
In :tppc:mmc:c, the Fire B:tll is a shnrt- I 

cncd .222 lk-mingtc>n cartrid:,:c.: :ind it. I 
c.~tcrior lmllbtic fi~tircs <1re imprc>sh·,., 

1
, 

"!lluzzle wlocity · of the fifty-grain sof1-
point bullet is 2,65<1" fl.ct 11cr sct"Oncl in the 
lO:i·inch h:irrol of the Xl'-100 pistol, with f 
.muzzle cncrgy ":1t 7.!>0 foot pmm<ls. Vdo- j 
city at 150 y:ucls is 1,900 ft.ct pcr St't·ond, I 
un<l away out at 300 yards, the vclocit)" I 
,.till is nhout th" same :IS that of th<: hoth:>l ! 
.22 Long Rifle bullt!t at the muzzle of " 
rifle: barrel. !\.lid-range trajectory for J.;n 1 

· .. yarcls is .un1lcr ·t\vo inches-so, with the 
si::hts . :Hlji1stcd to "place the bullet on the 

.. point of "ini at 150· yards, it will strike 
only 1.9 ·inc:h!!s high '1t seventy-five yank 
For· the· hunti.•r ·who figures that most uf 
hi< shots ~viii be . t;1kcn at . HlO yards or 
Uilth·r, the· ~.\m may be sighted to hit tht· 
point of :tim ·at fifty yank . This will put 
the bullet only about :1 half-inc:h luw 
( 0.6 inch) nt 100 yards. Thi' mt·•ms 
point-blank shootin::: up to slightly over 
ICl(l yanh, ;ind :1 rnattcr of sl!:htlng: thrt0l' 

ind1cs high on till' targi·t at 150 )":tr<ls. 
cight inches hi:::h at :200 yards :111d sixtec!l 
indws hil-(h :tt 250 yank 

. ·~:icl-r1\n;;c trnjcc.~ory B~ur(.'.:i in inr:hc.·> 
for the .2:21 Fire. Bnll ar<'' 50 yanls-0.~: 
IOD y;inls-0.S; 150.y;mls-l.9; 200 pnh 
-3.9; 250 yarcl:<-:-6.9; 300 rarcls-ll.3. 

... The'" ·figort•s. :1rl! almost ·idt·ntical tn 
thasc.: of the . . 2z· llor1wt c:trtricl;:c when 
fired from a "i:.,~-.·nt)"-fol1r \ndi riife barrd. 
-Thi• Ha·t ·tra"jcctm")' mn:e of th" hnll<"t in 
.fli;:ht, plm · ih,• sup"crh ."ccuraq• l!i\'t•n hy 
'the XP-100 pi~tol, fo.r1)ishes a fasdn"ti11~ 

112 ' c:lullcii;.:,• for aiw shoott•r. · o o 
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