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{ sonte ways muore fortusinte thay
6§ Wiz gaqie. He can usu-
7 out limit on his

snmll ﬁ;amm:. Fha' co*nbm 11
and tong effective range {up
'a:alzljua). and in a huf ot that tends lo dssml
it iits a0 obistacle, rather than ricochet danger

22 Long fijfle to the 30-05. At the lower
kave & shirtrange eartridge with & slow-movi
jcrlon bullet that ricochets easily——nol suita
for rrost varminting. At the other extreme, you §
«zﬁtmmflre "that has a largo-diameter bull
}ugh - trajeciory for eccuracy vver long range, plus 2 Jot
of recoil aud a report loud enough to make your ears ring
and to startly someonc taken unawares. In betwesn is any-
man's dand. The vencrable 22 Horuet 35 on the small side
by today’s standards wnd seems to have lost much of its
popularity. And the famed 220 Swifr, which delivered
higher vdown and fistter trajectory than any commercial
cmmdgc efure or tinue, proved io have drawhacks, (It
was extromely loud, same gladaied it tended to wear out
barrels rapidiv, and its relatively Light bullst was too easity
deflected by thr wind, among ather things.)

Among the nsest popular varmint-hunting sarbidges to.

day are the 222 Remiugron and the .22-250 Reningron.
The 222 has an effective range of vp to abwut 300 yards
and a relatively mild reporty the .22-250 has a wiaximun
effsctive range of sbout 400 yards, but a considerably
bigaer bang. On the edvicerof our consullanis, we decided
to Haitt our repart bugely to rifles of those two calibers,
Frwo sther calibers, the 243 Winchester and the 244 Rewm-
sngion, have Less widely used for carzum shiooting in the
West, But theyse o bit heavy Tor varneints smallee ther the
cuyote ur fux, aod a kit lowd for use awey frow the wide
ﬂt}cn ‘:‘ﬁd T,

We purchased 13 models i B anajor brosds, Fight rifles
were 22350k aud four wore 2235 (peddels availuble in
bothgatiher o fested 1a 282000, The ather 1o tiad vills,
thic pupular | ser TR, was nalavailbic v oither ealie
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HECK.-RATED MODELS WERE ACCURATE ENDUGH TO HIT SMALL VARMINTS AT LOMG RANGES

ber at the time we purchased our fest models, although #s
rsw being made in 22250, Qur Finchester fired a 225
caliber buller; siightly shorter in renge than the 22.200,

Al the models we tosted sre repeaters, oxeept for the
top-rated Ruger, That unique riffe has a droppiug-block,
single-shot setion. You operalé 4t by pushing down a
hmﬂed lever extending beneath the trigger guacd:

The rifie versus the varmint

exn stifl-bring dewn a deer, but it way completely miss a
prairie-dog, crow or woodchuck. Te meet our conzullants’
standard of accnracy for 2 rifie olten called upon to hit
smsll targeis at long distances, & rifle must be capable of
grouping all ils shots within & civele of abowt oz ingh
diameter at 300 yards {one minule of angle: w MOA).
Ve ﬁued each rifie with 2 high- qualzly high-powered sele
d, after & 50-shot “break-in,"
rd shints from doresl.
74 tested albadiz rifies with commercisl aspuusniion and
ostof mem with a:arafuﬂy hand-loaéca‘ amme;ni»

fired groups of

llu

nds, (o1 examipis, chm shaldly cuz
cofnmercial mmmo, within the MOA

Nine models were futlged consistently capable of MOA
accuracy with either iype of annnunlmn The HER was
anly slightly putside th Suvege 370 auid
the similar Festern Fell were !mllu oul.

We chercked the Bred) eas
cherked ont satisfactor]ly,
theze rifles could pmbabh
30 thmes,

While firing for accursey

yuality of the
oprration of
AUy
e
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a gioip,
Aefuriaians
gl Buns n.f aths ‘),m. er hu tested in ey
i as it should bu, tioce a goud trigier pull
swithoul puticeahlie creep——cnaltiboies preatly]
sy aocrriite o sl bave, A pelt of fove eofh
s abwotn rizal
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bu\may have Lo adjust the trigger pull—or have a gun-
o Ji—-once you get the rifle home. We judged the
ipedy pulls on most of the tested vifles 3 hitde hcavy as
T('u:-w-"d bt the pult was adjostable on all but the three
skt models. Where a trigger showed noticeshls
Wnunncr'l in the Hatings.
‘trigger poll was oo (he Tradeeinds, which
bas a doubleckt Irigoer. To set the front trigger, the one
that fires the vifle] you must first pidl the rear lu"nct rather
hard (abewl sqvan pounds on sur sampled. ’}hr:.u the front
trigges vosponflsto a pull thal cow safely beoss very light
indeed. Durs wasfedjusted for less tlian & ore-pound pull.
The five chicli-rated models were judzed very good in
botli trigger piil janid mechanical operation {see table, page
158) and, of gourse, they were judged consistently capalile
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{ weeiug the minuwiam MOA criterton, sl lehst with hand-

taaded ammunition.
The sinth-ranked rifle, theilgmingron 700, exhibited =
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ing o rille o test thesafory in the siore. 11 the trigger con be
moved: with the safety on, make sure it réturns Lo iis Tull
forward positian ajter you pull it

We alsye gave weight in the Ratings o checkering and
other pripdmproving devices. Those qualitics aflect wot
only the appearance of the vifle {an imporlant matlter o

-many purchasers) but also the ease of holding anmd iring.

Good, sharp checkering helps you keep a fitm grip; &
rajsed checkpicee helps you position youwr head {or 2 good
sighting picture. The stocks of all but five wodels {Huges,
Smfﬂge 116C, Remirgton 86, Sawage 340 and Festern
Field) bad raised ciwcinplcceh and all but ths Remington
788 had clieckered pgrips and fore-ends. Cut L}mc!\crmg
{formed by actual remaval of weod) gererally provides
a hetter grip than jinpressed checkering, The Ruger, Meo-
therby, Suko, Brotwning, Trodewinds, BEA and LR wed-
els had cut checkerine. The Winchester, Suvage 110C,
Savage 340 snd Western Field had impressed checkeving
that we judged not sharp enougl to help your grip much,
The checkering on the, Rcrmnion ?GJ ﬁhwugh 1 impressed,

herwdien hE Trigger was ul
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t'hmg You or 3 {riénd Tuight

ﬂﬂe or lnmrﬂ Tiar fca"l thE i
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did provide znough Iriction to improve ¢ the grip:
=

Special needs, special features

The varmint hunter may drive around & good deal be-
tween shots, looking for his game. So he should he able
1o onload his rifle quickly, without werking each carteidge
through the action {iU's dangerous to carry & loaded gun in
s car, and usually illegal). With eight of the tésied repeai-
ers you could rernove raviridges eawly through » hinged
floor plate at the Bottom of the magazine. Five models had &
removable box magazine, slso judged salisfactary.

Hather than joad and unload a magazine, many varming
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I o
loading » sing
The Savage
testod vifles thit
tip of the eav
edge ol the firjng
The varmintes
vepeator ackio th,
potential for LACY TESOkT
shot HNuger, all the lasted mo
tliey arve all dvilled so that §
tefescope sighis, which are o
long ranges: The Raiings ald
equipped sith ofien irpm sight
sseless lor varmints at rangss
In the past, rillzs made sped
typically had heavierbarrels th

d, was-also ju
parteidoe.

sle
©
el

]
chamher,
generatly pr
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240 and simvilur

dged the most convenient for

Westeri Field were the anly

vere spietimes difficult to load singly, The
ac oceasionally jummed sgainst the rear

-efers & bolt action to nther
rigidity and correspending

mm the single-
delsbiaveboll actions, And
\eiy can he fited casily for
ssential for smiall targets at
odels that are
roper-withits are next to
bebond about 75 yvards.

ally for varmint shonting
: berrels

presurizhly contributed to th

demands. Among the tested models, only the Wink) ‘.m;(w,

Remington 200 spd Sako wore

ati extra-gost opiion on each of them. The hesvie

of those thyee did halp n hold

varminl hunters: shoot prane or frém o Test
regula-barrel rifles shet abaut as sccorately from

did the beavy-harvel gons.,

Phe sporisman who displays his gons in e 1a

wall will want a@ rifle that is

.Y i

available with heayyibapfel

tng the rifle steady]

kjor on a
as good in looks as in per-

- formance. Some models are offered in several “grades,” or
prive fines that differ from each other chiefly in finish and
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Ta sperute the double-set triggerow thie Tradewinds, you first
pud) the srear iciggee- hard. That sets the frony trigger for o

light pull. As on miost models, trigger pull i adjustable

warkmanship. Wheee # choice was offered, we bougl the
lasvest grade. Soine models, as thy Table shows, were never.
theless judged high in quality of fiuish and workinauship.

Choosing your varminter

The five check-rated models are rated about equal in
those factors that nay spell the diflerence between & hit and
& mizs. We raled the Ruger and the #eatherby above the
other checkrater models because of their excelient finish
and workmanship. However, those models are priced con-
siderably higher than the Sako Fixen aud Browning Safar!
{whose finish and workmanship were judzed snewrly as
good) and more than $100 higher than the Tradewinds,
the ather checkorated model, Keep in mind, 100, thal you

n cat)hm%QS from the price of the Sgko by huying
it with saducd barrel. For o utility or knockaboul gun

CHARACTERISTICS AND SPECIFICAYIQNS OFJVARTINT RIFLES
HEY: E, Excelient; VG, Very Good;
Bechanieal  Yeizges Finfsk and Vielzht tisgazine
. epersiion gull yworkmanshis {nearesy Vo ba} tanacity (8
ACCEPTABLE~Very Good
S RUGER NUMBER ONE S26M VG v £
LATWEATHERDY YARMINTMASTER DELUNE vG YG E
;/-YSAKO VINEN 8 121 F YG v Ly
JeTBROWHING SAFARL 160703 ¥ v VG
- TRADEWIRDS §07K VG ¥G GloNG e
ACCTPYAELE~BGood
RERIBGTON 700 BDL =46925 frBT R o B 4
BSt MOHARCH DELUKE VG ] GaoAG
FIRSHESTER 78 VARMINT G e Fio.G
SAVAGE 116G ¢ ] G Fn-G
# & BR300 ULTEA F ¥E GravE
RELHGTON 788, 29736 G o Fiod -
ACCEFTALLTF—Fair
SAVeasE 34 G ¥ F i 4
VIATDE WESTERY FIELD Dab bp Yi2 G ¥ F 4 2
& Fiperes glye sopueisy of wepsinsine anlvy they da nof include eareridps in glewnbzr,
BED RIAEDRD ITLT
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The slender, tspesed Saree) of the Wedthedy s in considesable contrast 1o the extra-eest
Beavyweight varmint barrel of she Remingion 700, & hesvier harrel may sowmetimes help
Fau hiold & rille steadier, bue the standard barrels west 45 becurste whed Bred from a rest

|

RATINGS OF VARMINT RIFLES

Listed jw ar Iemwd averall guality based on ficld tests and diigineering
judgments, Eldsely ranked wadels within groups differed little in overall quality.

AIl models [provide for mounting a telescopic sight. Except as noted, each has
“a bolt-actiog # wig—spechanism, irjgger-pull adjustment, hinged floor plate,

24-in. barrcm whight, slifigAttachments, single tigger with no ap-
preciable creep and a stock pith r#ispll checkpiece and checkering judged of ade-

quate sharpogss 1o provid gaaid grip. Usless otherwise indicated; each .
was tested in 22-250 caliber was judged capable of MOA accuracy,

that s, of placing 5-shot gr a 1-in civele at 100 yd. Except as noled,
none has sights. Prices are| nts may be available on some models.

ACCEPTABLE~Very Gosd <aly :rﬁ"‘;’?r{\}c sth; 22 in. Slight trigger ereep. Has jron diphis

G Exeept for finish and warkmanskip the Jollawing five Wi zstw 0 bivit {Winehestor Western, New Haven, Coun.d.
models were judged approximately egual in veerall gualivy & Tested in 205 ealiber heeause mI;u availalle in 222 ;;i
{see table on facing pagel. 22 for iesting. According to the mawalacturer, sade
4 ‘6 g 2.250. Tc ted with heavyweigh bareel; sindlarp

Wﬁucm HIABER ONE 32888 (Sturas, Ruger & Ca, Ine., Seuthport, l:ane ;inblc at *] D05 Lot tested 1. Clvek-

Cann. }, $280. Droppingblock, leverastipy, single-shos. Barre! Tengtls,
26 in. Mo reised clicckpicee. According lo the manulacturer, mode!

availubde with 2% bairel, medinmoweight or lighiweight, st saine vize he Dr\_.‘ Eu}l\‘art Crf_l'h.‘, \'ﬁ‘cé‘;ﬁcld,\:ﬂasfj.
price {nol tested), and in 222 caliber tiot testedd, ot szme price. afovepde bokx wagazine. Slight irigges ervep, No yling

raised o

dhpieve. Chechoring judged of inadeyuaie
sharpngss for gond grip

W VEERTHERBY YARAINTMASIIR 0fLUXE { Weatherhy, Inc., Souzh Gate,

Calif.), 3263, .
2= i - . . Lo #82 100 BLtka (Harrin
L# saxo vikes 8 1210 F {Fivesms International Corp, Washingten, 5205, Fived with sligh

DGy, 3206, 227 ealiber. Tesred with hesvyveight davsuly timilar
model with standasd basre! avatlable a1 819335 {nat tesied).
l/;mawﬂmc SARAM 18078y (Browming Arms Co., Morpun, @lalu‘),
£207.50, Alse: available in 222 cafibes: (not t2ated],

l«’ﬂmwwm:a: $47€ {Tradewinds, Ing, Tacomn, Wash ¥, $163.50.
Bacrab teupih, 23% in, Fired with MO mesurzey with hand-loaded

v & Richardson, Ene, Woreesler, Mass b,
Pezs than MQA accuracy. Boreel lengtly
22 in,. Has iron sights.

REMICION ¥08, Z922¢
abls box magerine. g
checkesing or raised ¢

sssteegidn Krms Co.Nsitd, 88195, Remar
ting anachmwnts,
as iron sights,

LCEL LE~=Fufr

sesmunition, but net with conimeretal swaaenitton. Nenpvabile hoy § The Jollowing tive mode
magazine. Ouly aiodel wexed with double set tiigger, judued an aid than those yrccca’ing.
to ancurary isce mory b, Also svaslable in 227 ealibeir Laot tested). 5 . B I
$AYEGE 346 {Savage Avnxs DNe. Exghiad

ACCEPTABLE—Eo0d Rewmovebie bex ?nagnzin& Stiglu :
YUANCIOH YE¢ BUL £3978 fHReminzon Armes Qoo Inc., Bridsvpeny, sdjustesl, shng sgarhment:, a¢ raied €
Conind, 816585, Testnd with bemvywcighy bavest: ~nmh' gl Choekering judaed ol inadegeate S|1:s!‘juu:~'s iur g,d wdpefi
with standard bacrel avaitolde a1 SISLIS dany tegted v Undse eerpuin times jammed when Ipuded singiyv
clveusntitias, gz yaesible 1o e o e grcideatally whet G e re e Ko 708 Egsteesery Wdd) i
wliraaing :.‘Enr- el Eaee Speiex Y i ¢
et sl );un‘ Appears sinddlas to S LR (RN ILT] S NCIRINTIRBTINNL
I LI AR AN Ch pritet o Lo okl & Sow, boen, SYC7, 1943, 222 maude of sofier wond, AH silicr wrsmnen iy
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