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THE FIVE ~ CK-HATED MODELS WERE ACCURATE ENOUGf-f TO HIT SMALL VARMINTS AT LONG r~riHG[S 
·I ttL h1~\,\\i1 l\\:.NJi; IA ~ (; } I f,'il. ;ij\\h'.\till•ffiltWi: 

-~ ! l_ he varmii_, i::~~r ~&,some wnys more fo1turn1te lh;:in 
Jus fdJm, N Im 11 10 a piif~t.r ~ug g~~e. He can us11-
ally hllli! uear home in any ' <If 11 a ,;I \~!rout limit on h;s 
bag; and some farmers, be eV.iled liy crows, woodchucks 
an;! sucli, wl!J allow lhe ~·ar ititcr to shoot tu their fidJs. 

!Jui while irn old .S0-30 m y still lJr{ng fVmc the venison, 
!ln· rarrniutcr needs a fong-r : prec1sw11 rlile. Ii wll! nor· . 

!Jer at the time "·e purchased oLlr tcsl models, althou;;h i(s 
no1r Lefog m~de ln .22-250. Our WirrcAcstcr !ired a .22$ 
caliber bullN, s!igh!ly sh.,rter in range tlian thl~ .22-2:JO. 

AU I.he models we tcsleJ arc repeaters, except for !lie 
lop-rated Ruger. Thal unique rifle has n droppi11g-l•luck, 
single-shot .action. You opera.le il by pushing down e 
liingcd lever cictcnding beneath the trigger guard. 

mally he a i·iHc drnmhered o ll. cart.rldge wilh 11 rathef 
heavy powder charge 1md a c mparativdy light bullet of The rifle versus the varmint 
small cliamcier. That comLiri ti , fl ajcctorJ17 Above l!.ll, the varmihl rHle musf Le accurnte. A bulk! 
amJ long effocth'e range (up 'llr $ or Sore that hits I.he large! a couple of inches off your ain1iug J)Oint 

· c.slibcrs), and.in a hullet that tends to. clisint .r tc .1 • e · · can s!i!l-bring do.wn a clecr, hut it muy <::ompletclr mi~s ;:i 

it hits an ol..st<tde, rather thao rfoochet danger s y. prairie dog, crow or woodchuck. To meet our comultants' 
V llrniint hunter;; hr.vc used many calihe1·s, fr m 1c I tie standard ol accuracr for a riOe often called t:pon Lo hit 

.22 Long lhfle lo the .30-06. At the lowe.r tre e, · i;roall targets at long dis!am::es, a. rille rnust ht capahlc of 
ha\'C ti short-range cartridge with a slow·movl , igli- ·a· 

7 
grouping all it~ shots within a circle of about 011e inch 

jec:lory lrnlkt ihat ricochets easily-no!. suitabl diameter at 100 yards (one minute Qf angle. o:u· I\JOA). 
Lr most varmintini;. At the other ext~·eme, you We filled each rifle 'l':ith a bii:;h-qualll)', hi;;h·p<:>n~~red lele-
g~li!c«:i1·-t':.iJ;_i·rtfiat has a largc·diamel.er bull oi:i· w• ta after a 50-s.hot "break-in," fired groi1p~ of 
hig-h a trnjcclory for accurncy O\'Ct' long range, plus a lot fl~· s ots from.. £\resL 
t•f rec,Jit a11d a report loud enough lo m;ikc }'our ears ring ' !ested all4Ae riAcs t,·ith c<Jmwercird amnwniti(•!J ""d 
and to slaril~ someone taken uuaw:ircs. In between is any- ch ke ost of them with cardullr hm1d-loadcd ,~mm1;11i· 
man's lmid. The «eucrahle .22 Hilmcl is on the small sicfo «ell. would be expcc!ecl, the rif\<::; fired wi1l1 
hy tod;,y's slanJ::.rds ilnd seems to have losi much of. its both lypl!S o 11 c' E.!..~~~,.!~~?.!.l~l§l~!;~.~cc:,ir.~i; . .i:~t~ 
poputarity. And the lamed .220 Su;ift, 1d1ich clelivcr:id and·loa,?c .! ·, iin...;i;·Y:.!2.!.Jltf,.S!?.r.D.!1~!~'.:f.i.~Ly!·~:!.::,1:'.J· 
higher 1·dol"ily and flatter trajedory than any commere1a! Th c eck-rale Tar, u nds, for e:l(amp!.c, shol >h:;kly out· 
car1rldg-c hefor.c or ~incc, pro.,.cd lo have drawbacks. (It side Ii ilh o me rel al mnmo, 1.dtld11 t!ie MO:\ 
was exlrcmc!« .loud, some d<1lmcd it iended lo we;<ir out with ha 
bMrch tapidi'y, and its relative!)' light bullet was loo easily 
dellcct..-d by the wind, amoug oilier lhing$.,) 

Amoug !he 1110>1 popular varminl-huoting cartridges to· 
day arc the .222 Remi11gum and the .22-250 Remin;;;io,,. 
The .22.2 ha!; au effcc!h-e range of up !o about 300 yards 
i!ml ;i rclatkd;- mild report; the .22-250 has a ma:dnrnn1 
elTecth c ra11;;c- of about 400 yard,;, but a conside.rably 
bi:;~cr han;;. On the adrice of our c-011~ullum:;, »c decick<l 
to limit our rcj>-):1 largd} lo rifle; of those 1.wo C<1li[).::r;:. 

1\q_. olk:r r.1lil1cr,, the .:N3 rf.1 i11c/;csfl.'r and the .2-1<1 Rem· 
ill{:AO>l, h.,!«t' l•Cfrl 1«idcl~ used fo~ \';JU;;int ;;Jwotin:; ir: tfie 
Wc<'L H1H thr) "1c a hit he~1q for ,a; mint> :;m<>ller thar; di~ 
CiJ) Ok ur [v\ .. . ~mJ a bi! [ou,! for u;c a11 dj' from tit.:: 1,-j,J,~ 
op-en ;;11~~.-:·1:~. 

\\'e ptnd1:\·'cJ J3 niMk!s lrr l l u1;1jl}r l0r.\!Hk [i<;lit rilk:, 
1-:cn: .2:?.:~.)n:e ;,~Iii J.,ur 1;·~rc .222s (m•1•h+ a·.ail1i>k ln 
tw(fi e:ilil•a, >-.ere k'lnl 111 .22.-2:'..0). The 01kr k·i"d rifk. 
ll1t: !"J.jJtiL1r I:""in . .J~~:~ii:r /()r l\':lii J~l)t 3\ .?.i~-i;~}L i~1 •::th.rr c~Ji~ 
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~~' m:ir ho.~·c t<J adj.usl 1!1e tric,gcr pull-M have a gun- int; n riOe to ks! t!te silfcty in the siorc. H !he trigger c:m be 
~ uit o il--once you get tht: rilk home. We judged lhc moved with th<: safrt)' on, nrnke sure ii rclurn:; to lts full 

·ir:;i:;: r llllls on mos! of the tcstcr.l rifles a liulc heavy as fonnml positfon ~Iler you pull ]t. 

ret:cn·c~clA lrnt the pull was ailjustnhie on all hut the three We al~o ga\'e weight in die Hatings to d1eckcrill2: 11nd 
(H\'t!~t ·;;~kcd models. Where a trigger sho"c<l noticeal1le oilier pip-improving <lcl'icc~. Those qwi1itics ;ilTcct uot 

crc;;p, 's 1CllUQ.ncd in the f{atiJi0s. only Lbe appearance of !he l iflc (an imporl;rnt mailer I<; 

The l J est'trigi;cr pull was on the Trfldcwfods, wlii<:h ·many purcl1<1$Cr5) hut al;o the ea.sc of holding r.ml ririn;;. 
has a doulJJc.sbt ltrigt;er. To set d>c. frnHl trigger, the one Good, sh;up ~he<:hring !Helps you 1-:ccp a firm gl'\p; a 
lhllt firc5 then e yon must first pull the rc<1r trigger rnther rnisccl checkpiccc. l1c.lps you pusitiun your hcud for n good 
hard (about s \' 1 pound;, <Hl our ~ample). Then the fror11 sightiug picture. The slocks of all hut fl\'t' models (Ruger, ? 
lrig;c.r rt'~pon s to a pull that <.~Ml s;;fdy bf' sci very light S<wage llOC, Rcmir1Jil011 788, Sav.a;:.e 340 and IF't!stcrn r 
i1ilked. Our" 1 a· adjuslcd !or less than a one-p<.1!Hlcl pulL flald J hacl rai~~ctpfe;::e.;;·: and all but the Rmninglon 

The fi1·c di c -rated models were judged 1·cry good in 788 had checkered grips and fore-ends. Cut checkering 
1o:lt I.rigger p ll and mechanical opera!lo11 ($e~ tahfo, p31;C {formed by 11ctual rernovlll of wood) gencr~lly proddcs 
i.)!J l and, o{ oursc, they ere 'ud"ed consistently capable a heller grip tlrnn impressed checkering. The flt1£J!r, Tf'ea-
; i r»~etiHg the mmmmm i cl'itcrion, al e .$1 with h.rnd-· ihctby, Sako, Browning, TradewimiJ, lJSA ;md llS.:U mod· 
loaded nmmunition. els ha.cl cut eheckedng, The Willcheslcr, Sui;age 110(. 

The sixth-rankd rillc, !he R ming1on 700, exhibi!ed a Savcge 340 and Western Field h.id !rnpmsscd chcd:rring 
roleii(iatTy'(i1.!1g'Cf0us~llu~·;;r t~--T-f<~st"&l:-'"·i1;~·;; .. ~~-;;s;o ' that v.·c judged not sharp enoug!J .10 help your grip much. 
IT!T1uleaFa;i-2e~-betwri;~-ifie-I ;g;;~·r l\IHl th tri'B;c;-·g·uar<l""' Tee che£!;2s,..o.JW~.~-Fs,.'.!~if!~Pii.lQJl~~!l!..iPJVrcs_:tj, ~ J 

}!~aC1r:iten=·lfie'ffiggcr\~pUi·e WJt l l c . .s~Jfo· ~n".'(~n~·· aidPfQv)de enough friction lo impro\'C tile grip. 
~- th.tnIJ~T:€ ~Jri.£~~~- iu!~hi i .:~.~i:,.~gb,tµ;SJ:.~)E:iii'E- ~--·-··~ . -=·'-="~-:-·-----··""' 

t1fle Dr lrvinn it for feer'J~th. r.l""'er sometimes failed 10 Special needs, special features 
"";;t;;'i-~;·i~;i'G Io[\,~a'rd'posftro ': .1)~,,~~-j' "· ·• .. iiT;·-t"f;;'"'ihv·" The varmint hunter may driYe around a guod denl he-

'Y~;E?b~:~l~ll;1~:~~:'.'i~!<l _ _'_=~~--:.~~=Jn11g il!.e_n_e tween shots, looking for his game. So he :;houlcl he ;;blc 
..,'.~T..s!§'J.!l.~:_t~-~s~,".'.=.~~h.e~r~-P_?~Li.?.1(! e~ i~].£ .-5 to uoloa~ his rifle quickly, without working each carlriclgc 

t.mll persisted for more than 100 firing;, 'bewre h t r, :r through the action (it's dan0erous to carry a loaded gun in 
";.W'rc 1'fi'in<l 'p!:l·Iifrii)cct'lionniillf~Kii'"u'n~?i-~;-b l' .: ~n hi a car, and u.sunllv illegal). With eight of tl1e tesled repe?.i· 
-,i~~~~~£~-:!J,iif;fi;"a~fil.ae~TI)/,tl1~)1:~L~.;..- ·~":' · ..,, CTI! you could re;nove car1ridses ea~ily tl~ro<igh .1 hin~fil 

Ahnough wc iuclged the i:l.ehc1cncy more a sa I c de ct floor plate at the hotlom of the magitZ111c. F1.ve model; had '1 

:oMJ a <lesign shortcoming, 1v-e Be1·erlhcless do '11 ated t remo·rnble b(•X magazine, a!;;o j udgcd s;:ilislactory. 
}foming1011 700 because of iL \\"e would warn i~ ne. buy. Rather than lo;id i;.ncl tllll•Jad a mag;JJ.ine, many varmint 
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/I t sinr~c ' 1 i~$cd \'ilnninl sddom slay.'s put for a second shot 
any;·;;1 . 'lie !,.ji:tglc·shot nugcr, judged the smoothe3l-oper· 

..__ ating Ill I tc~lcc!, 1ras also judged lhc most cotl\'cnient for 
load!n;; ,1 sin;; c l~rldcl;;c. , 

The Sm10.ge 3,~ and simil•1r W Nfcrn Field '''ere the onlr 
tested 1iflts !li t n:-re sometimes. dillicult to load singly. Tl1c 
tip of t!it: car 1 i gc occasionally jr1mmi;rJ against the tear 
e<I~:~ of tlie fi_r 119 drnml!CL 

1 lie va rnu1 c:I generally pt·dcrs a bolt action to o!her 

rq1ca1'.'r actlo 1s::~· t:·::fl1, i·igi~lity and concspo:1ding 
potc11t1al for at:CL--rr --"---111 . .. for the sn1g!c-
shot H1<gcr, all the testcJ 111 d 11clicms. And 
t11cy nrc Bl! drilled so that filled easily for 
tdC5.rnj'C sights, which arc small tnrgels flt 

Jong ran:;es. The lhL!ngs al odcls thilt are 
equipped 1vl!!i opeii irvn sight . , ,, _·"hts are ncxl to 
usele;,;: for v,1nniu:s at ranges ie ·ond about 75 pirds. 

ln the p~st, rillc~ made spe i~ ally for varmint sho<J!i11g· 
typically had l1eal'ier barrels t rs · he ·barrels 
presu.ni~lily contrihutccl to th i hooiinw1 
demauds. Amo1]~ the lesled models, onh- tJie Win } !iter "JI.I, 
Rcmi11glon 700 and Sako we.re availsbl; with hea. y b~e9, 
an e;;trfH::os1 optiM1 o:i each of them. The heav c ar ls 
of tho>e thrc~ (bl he!p in holding !lie rifle steady 
vanninl hunters shoot prone or from n rest 
regulm-hai:rcl dfle:; shot about as accur'1!cly fro· i 

did the bc<tvy-barrel guns. 
Tfie spodsrnan \~ho dlsp!nys his guns in a ra 'k r on a. 

wall 11·il! wallt a rifle that is as good in looks as in per­
. form;:i11r.c. St>mc models are offered in several "grades," or 

ptke Jiuc.> tl,;,l di!Tcr from each other chiefly in fi!'lish und 
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To <>1•erate 1he d<>nhlc-sel lrig~•r ou ll1e Trn<lcwiNd>, }'OU first 
pl11J 1he rear lriggcr. lrnrd. Th~J sets the fruHt trigga f1.>r ~ 
light pull. As 011 ntos! model;, Jrigger pull i$ adju,,lalilc 

workmanship. Where ll choice was offered, we bough! the 
lowest grade. Some models. as thi;r Jal;le slwws, were nen~r· 
theless judged high in quality o! finish and W(>l kma11ship. 

Choosing your varmir1ter 
The five check-rated models are rated about equal In 

those factors that rnay spell the dificn:ncc between a hi! a11<l 
a miss. We rated the Ruger and the .W cathcrbr abovr. the 
other checkcr.ated models because of their e:xcelb1t finish 
and workmanship. However, those models arc priced con­

siderably higher than the Sako Vi..>:en and Braronirtg Safari 
(whose finish and workm;inship were judged itc<,rlr as 
good) and rnore than $100 higher than the TradcruiJ;ds, 
ihc other check-rntcd model. Keep in mind, too. th<il rou 

n cu~ S15 from !lie price oI the Sako by. huying 
it w· ~ ~a-i.·.d barrel. tot" ll utility or lrnock.1bn11l gun 
will 9°od R?':~\a~» lhe Remi11gt<1n 788, !isled at S3·t95, or 
the ~~l $127.50, \\'O<l]d be {;OOd buys . 

.... 

CHARACTERISTICS AND SPECIFlCA ~, 
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f,CCEP'fl,BLE-\lcry Good 

l"""flut.ui NUM9E!l ONE si6M 
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t.""Std\O VIHN e ]41 r 
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J;"TrlAOEWttms &!J7K 

ACCEPi',',2;LE-Good 

fH:~.:~INGTON 'JOI) flOl ;::59?C 
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T!Jc slender, l~pcre<l !Jarr('] of the \~'r.ntficd1y h In consid.o.ral.lo conlrasl 10 the ~Xlr<t-e<><l 
hea<ywei~h! vanninl hand Qf the Rerni111:1<:m 700. A heovier harrel mor «>tllClttnl'S hcl;• 

<-----,-y-,,-11-<1old a rill<: ~lcndie.r, Liir Ilic slanda'd barrels 1''er~ "" aecurtHe when fired from a tt'5! 

' RATINGS OF VARMINT RIFLES 

Listed i11 or ler o cslun ted overall quality based on field tests and c'n'gincering 
jBdgmcnts. 1 ;;e y n\11 -cd models within groups differed little in overall qu<'1ity, 
All mo~els p o~ide ·for mounting a telescopic sight. Except as noted, each has 

• - - a bolH1ctlo 1cc ism, Ir' r-pull adjustment, hinged fioo1· plate, 

24·in. b<irr' \\ 'itht, ·~r Cf attachments, single triggc1· with llO ar· 
prcciahle creep rl!ld a stock >/. h 1°' 1 cbcckpiere an<l checkering judged of nde· 
qua.le shaxpncss lo provid /g od grip. Unless othern'isc . indicated, e;ich 
was teslcd in .22-250 cali er 1 was judged capable of MOA accuracy, 
that is, of placing s.shot gr a l·lu. circle at 100 yd. Except ns noted, 
none hns. sigliis. Prices ar o nts may be availahle on some models. 

f\CCEPTABLE-Vrny Good 

q Except ,for fini.sh and wat/;mmwltip the Jo!lo11Jing five 
models were jnclged upproximatdy equal in 0•1cral! qrwliiy 
rser:: table on facing page). 

~ r.ucrn mn.1arn 1'11E nu.l (S(ur111, 'lh•gc< t. Co" fot .• Southport, 
Conn.), $2BO. D«>pping.hlocl:, k1·cr-.11crion. sin:;le-slioi. Banel lcnglh, 
26 in. No rsis~d d1~k11icce. Ac.cordirig I<> th• ni~nulacturcr, m0clct 
a,·aib,b!e \filh 22·1". :barrel, medium-wciglu or hghlwcigl11, •I sam~ 
price (n<>t tested), and in .222 Clllil•er (H<>I tested), nt sattw prkc, 

~ VlfArnrnay Vt.fl.Mll.:lMMHr. nuun ~ WeathNhr, lnc,, South Cale, 
CaliLJ, S295. ' 

J? ~AKl:l Yl~E'-' $HI I !F'irn:m; lnterna:ioMl Cor~, \\'~;liington., 
D,C.), S20(i, .222 <alibcr. Tcsrcd with li<'•'.l"""'l"lll ku«el: ~iri:ilar 
medd "·itli stend1rnl barre! a,.~ilnli!e s1 $19:L55 (not t~•:~d I. 

J.r-::' tnOl'l!Wi& U.f/.TII H0709 1£lro«nl11;; -~rm> Co., ;\lor~;in, Uta Id, 
HO'i.5(1, Also a\«:iiloolt in .222 calihc< In<>! t~<tNO. 

l~ lr.tDt\'IH:~l 60H (Tra<.b•inr!;, Jn,_, l~-:omr •. \\'11>ld, $)69.50. 
l'\,nd lt·ur!l1, :n1;, ;n. Fired 1ci1h ~!O,\ Be~"'~"~ ,,;!], t.and·l•>adcd 
.Z~~mut1ili1Jn~ but HO~ \~·!tl1 <:'Pnlml.~fct;.1:~ amrn.;:titttm. r\cn1p'\·3fih; bo-.; 

maf:~;:iziM:. Onlf nHu3rJ i"""lr-d t\··tth double :ir:I ~r·ig~er. jurl::!·"'J an a;d 
I<> •r.~11tM·r (:;cc .ior} I, Al'<- a•·oib!>I~ in .'.l:l'l ca\ihn tnot le><cdl. 

HM!JJClc.:i 1Qil UH !;HU f Hen1i11~1on Arm;. C<> .• lnc., flri·l~q·rH!, 
C-:u·\;:.), .~16'J:.1~(>. 1'<·:iti,. .. ,1J ui1!:. 1w~h}\~d~h~ hJird: ~tm~hr modl..~i 
"'·i~h si.1nd:ttf1 b.:urd ,e.'l.ai!:d'h~ •!f ~tS-1.9.5. In~:;; l.--$?t·,~l. Vn<l~r ".'i:,·t~h1 
dn·u:u-t:w..:~...:, It ·hJw )~O·-.ih!\· I" 6w lllt! ~)···i~·!•: J:· .... ;i~•·null~ ,-.:J,(·;1 

rdr~3 ... jn;; 111'"'· ~~ri:r·'.:-:T~f·~:-· .. tq1~Y~ ~· · · :. · ~- · · ·- ~. ·-~ 

110 C " i;e n s Di·,., Emh;,;rt Corp., Wc;tlldd. \l;i;o.l, 
uvn c Lo· iagazh1~. Sli~~H lrigi!~r !'rc~;p. Xo ~!ing 

auad11 raised 1c i;pi~te. Ched;orio~ jud;r.<d ol l11~rl.oqtrnl(' 
sharpn<:SS for i;ood i;ri p 

ffU lDO lJL1llll (!J~rti" 1 l & Hid1ar<l<on. Inc., Wurr"kr. ""'·'·I, 
$205. Fired with •!igh y e.s; thun MOA atrura~y. B~n~I !on~lh, 
Z2 in. Has iron •i~hls. 

REM!Uv!-ON 1U, #'llH 
ol,Je bo~ mai;a>.in~. N 
~heckuing or rai$CC c 

/,CCC 
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