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FAILURE-TO-FIRE 
(Continued) 

Delays in ignition. after the trigger is pulled. of a duration longer 
than 0.3 seconds are chargeable, therefore, to. 1) overly lubricated 
anmunition, 2) improper assembly cf the firearm by the shooter or, 3) a 
malfunction of the firing mechanism in the firearm. 

Oelays in ignition after the trigger is pulled, of a duration shorter 
than O.J seconds are chargeable to either the fireann or the 411111Unition. 

Because the realization that a failure-to-fire has occurred can be very 
upsetting, the shooter should pause, at least manentarily, and retaining 
the fireana in the downrange position. collect his thoughts renembering 
that at this manent, he does not know whether his problem is a true 
~isfire or a delayed fire with its potential for discharge at any moment. 
Then. exercising extrene caution. the following prccedure should be 
fol lowed: . 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Keep muzzle pointed in a safe direction. 

Protect yourself and others fran exposure to the br~ch area 
of the firearm. 

With 11.1zzle still pointed in a safe direction, if possible, 
place nfety 1n "OHu position. 

With DIUZZle pointed in a safe direction, open action slowly 
and w1 th ll!!.· 

With nuzzle pointed in a safe direction. remove anmunition 
fl"OID chlllbe,. and magaz i ne. 

W1tll !ll amun1t1on out of the 9t.1n, check to be sure bore is 
clear. 

7. If possible, detennine r"etson for malfunction. 

a. If 111111un1tfon, discard. 

b. If f1reann, correct problem before attempting to use it 
again . 
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