—_

.—.:'

BARBER - PRESALE R 0107380

. J >
REMINGTON ARKS COMPANY, INC. g B e
INTLA-BEFLAT HNT ML CORALS DNDENCE “F. J. Garsity
&r;graz .—’n-—:tlv hl‘ :”:.‘}-"}: ry

March 20, 16770,

10: H. D. ALBAUGH
¥. 1. FOFSON, ’R.
FROM: J. H. CHAMBERS H-
SUBJECT: SHORT BARREL BOLT ACTION RIFLE STUDY -

FINAL REPORT

Attached Is a fina) report from the Cedimen Research Groun ba-ed

on five group sessions conducted during the end of January, 1974
to evaluate six short barrel bolt ection protetypes, cach contain-
ing various diffcrent {cntures.

In appearance, the prote cs. by thelr very nature (short haryel
bolt action rifles) resenige the Mohawk 600 to some degrec. llow-
ever, the stocks as well as other features have been chanycd te
enhance the gun's quality image, -

Two sessions were conducted January 30 in Houston,'onc en January
31.in Atlanta, and two in Dotroit on February 1. Three scssions
were comprised of half bolt action and half lever sction hunters,

. The other two sessions (one in Houston and one in Detroit) were
scompriscd of mcn who hunted ‘with g lever sction within the paut
- yecar. .

Findings
The final report bnsicnlly expands upon the findings discussed |

in the preliminary analysis with virtually no dif[erence in
conclusions.

The concept as stated on page 14 of the final report, {.e., 1
light weight, fast handling bel: action rifle that can fire high
velocity cartr:dges was well received by most members.of the -
proups (80% like it a lot/somewhat). Furthermore, pesitive
reactions to the prototypes were even strongor (961 liked it

a lot/somewhat)},

et ce e meme— et ma——-
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In retrospect, the positive reaction to a short barrel bLolt wvction
rifle as described in the concept statement is not surprising since
*C were at full capacity with the Mohawk 600 in 1677 (17.5M unit:)
vithout attempting to market this product (not cataloged, ne adver
tising). There appecars to he a latent need for this type of rifle
which effective marketing and sdvertising could fully develop.
Nothing quite like it currently exists on the market.

Holt action uscrs had & much stronger positive reaction to the
prototypes than lcver acticon users (63% of bolt action respon:
dents liked it a lot vs, 23% of lever action respondents).

This suggests that while the prototypes contaln the lightweipght
and fast handling characteristics of a lever sction rifle, they
are still primarily viewed as bolt action guns, WNhatever version
we¢ eventually adopt, it will compete mare with bolt action rifles
than lever actions, Therefore, consideration should be given to-
minimizing any caunibalization this new bolt actien riflc mipght
have on our gurrent holt action models.

The median cxpected 1ist price for the new gun (after respomlents

y  viewed prototypes) was $180, tHowever, this appears Lo be some
what unrealistic since the Mohawk 600, -if it was currently sold,
would 1ist for about $180 and our gencral intention with this new
pun is to improve upon the Mohawk 600's appcarance.

)

The data indicates that the prototypes viewed could possibly
justify a $200-5210 1ist price. .Anything higher would greatly
curtail this gun's broad appexl. Ar this price level, the new
gun would be positioned between the Model 700 ADL and the Model
788. We ccrtainly-do not-went to add features to the gun which
would maKc it appcal to the current M/700 ADL buyer. If thc now
gun were to cannibalize any of our models, we would probably
prefer it taking sales from the M/738.. :

Furthermore, atythe $200-$210 price-level; this new short barrel rifle
would have little appeal to lever action buyers.

s

The "main reason for liking the prototypes is the fact that they
arc lightveight bolt action rifles. (Sce “rcasons for reactions
to modcls™ in the appendix.) The uniqueness of this concept
appears to have a broad based market appeal and advertising
should stress the lightness/fast handling of the gun with the
versatility of firing high velocity cartridges.
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\
liowever, advertising should avold the usc of the word'carbinc" -
in atvempting to describe this new gun. YWhilc the word “ecarbine”
docs imply a short barre] pun to consumers, it also suppents
reduced accuracy and range partially due to its long asseciation
with lever action.
The summary in the report :s well as pages 19-29 and Appendic
Tables 7-17, indicote which features on each prototype respon-
dents Jiked bhest, so that a composite/ideal version could be
picccd together. -
Should you have any questions, plecase contact me. '
2
JHC :hm
Attach,
.L"- i
<
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