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BARBER- PRESALE R 0107422 

J1pr1l 10, 19?9 

l·:r. E. S, ?·:ccil.why Jr, 
Manaccr, Pu'blic Relations 
Rer.incton Arr.s Co. 
Bridceport, Conn, 

Dear Hr l'icCa1-1lcy: 

.JOHN R. LEDBE11ER . .JR., M.D • 

I was shocked to leam, from your lettP.r in the April 1.3, 1979 
Gun ~!t>Ci!k that the i:uch publicized 6. 8 million dollar settlement. 
was not a court ;ward but a nesoti<Lted sct.tle::ient. >.n:! l':;;rc all 
the ti;:.e I was mentally cu::-sin:; our slanted cot:.rt s;ysterr., for 
the facts as &iven in the articles· indicated that, even if there 
were a defect in the sun, th9 accident 1raS the result of 
flacr.antly careless gun handling. 

I tbink your co::ipany t.'aS very short-si~hted inat.Teein~ to this 
settle::.ent, In the firit :place• it is the worst sort of 
public relations, for anybody reading of tt:e settle!nent wculd 
assu.~e that the company would have fought in court unless the:e 
was a stronc element of fault ~ith the company. In the second 
place, this sort of thing fairly begs any fool who injures himself 
With one of your products to get a smart law-1er, ctaim some 
defect in the oun, demar.d a large amount of d::u11aces, and then 
settle for less, but still a lavish amount, This wi.llil.Jl&ness 
t.o sett.le unjustified suits out of' court is one reason !or so 
much liti~tion. 

If' your insurance coropani es won't let you fight Kn\tarz:ante:l 
lawsuits, you had better cet other companies, or insure your 
self; a large co~pany should have the reserves do do that, and 
in the long run sa.'te money over ·paying other conpanies to take your 
money and make the settlements, 
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RECEIVED 

APR 16 1979 

E. S. McCAWLE:Y, JR • 

BARBER- PRESALE R 0107422 R
2508410 


