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-.. · JOHN R. LEDBETTER. JR .. M.D • 

?·:r. E, S. HcCawlcy Jr. 
Manaeor, Public Relations 
Rer.dnc;tou Ar;;;s Co. 
Bridceport, Co~n. 

Dear Mr McCaHley1 

I lfaS shocked to learn, :from your letter in the April 13 1 1979 
Gun itoek that the much publicized 6, 8 million dollar settlement 
was not a court .}Ward but a nesotia.t.ed settlement. And here all 
the ti~e I was mentally cursing our slanted coi:rt system, for 
the facts as &iVen in the articles 1ndica.ted that, even if there 
were a de:fect in the gun, the accident was the result of 
~lagrantly careless gun handling, 

I tbink your co~pany •!aS ver.1 short-si~hted inagreeing to this 
settlement. In the firtt place, it is the worst sort of 
public relations, for anybody reading of the settlement would 
assume that the company would have fought in court unless there 
was a stron5 element of fault ~'ith the company, In the second 
place, this sort of thing fairly begs any fool uho injures himself 
ldth one of your products bo get a smart laW"/er, c!aim some 
defect in the gun, demar.d a large seount of dama,;es, and then 
settle 'for less, hit still a. lavish amount. This willilnGness 
to s~ttle unjustified su1.ts out of court is one reason for so 
much litigation. 

I:f yoltr insurance companies von't let you fight knwarz:anted 
la~suits, you had better got other companies, or insure your 
self; a large co~pany shoul.d have the reserves do do that, and 
in the long run sa.'\te money over· paying other companies to take your 
money and make the settlements. 

Sincerely yo~~-/ 

~J/1/l/Jt~; 
C\f"ohn ie. Ledbetter Jr. 

RECEIVED 

APR 161979 

E. S. McCAWL£Y, JR. 

P.O. BOX 40 ROGERSVILLE. ALABAMA :tse•:1 Te:r..&PMoN• 20l5/347-3340 
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