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&PO Al ING ARMS·AMMUNITION • TAR~E.TS·TAAPS, 

BRIDQEPORT. CONNECTICUT 06602 

Mr. ·11ank Burch.ird 
'l'UE WASllJ NGTON POST 
llSO !Sth Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. c. 2000S 

Dear Mr.· Burch3rd: 

Janu.sry 24, 1980 

••• ' .... c .... 
P.UJ-JJ)-1117 

Your letters of December 14, 1979, and Janunry 2, 1980, described 
some problems you have hnd with one of our MoJcl /SS riflc.~s •rnJ 
asked ·for our comments. Our rcspon~es arc listed in the order 
of your reru3rks in the December 14 letter. 

1.) 1'hc difficulty you had with cjcctrd c:1rtrhlgcs hitting 
the windnge knob docs occur with some scopes. We know 
of no rcmcJy for this other th~n .to rot:itc the scope 
in the mnnccr you described or to use n scope wfth 
which the problem docs not happC'n, One rcconuncrHl:it ion 
is the Tosco 4X scope whicJ1 we sell wjth these rif.lcs 
as n·n option. Jt is Jescd bcJ on Page 24 of the 
attached catalog. 

2.) We-know that the bol~ does not lock in the closed 
position. Whether this is 3n·adv~ntugc or a dis· 
adv~ntagc can be argued, however. In our surveys 
of shooters we have found opinions divitJcJ. The 
main ad~ant~go is that the rif lc may be unloaded 
without taking it off safe. The clisndvantage, of 
course, is the problem you described. 

3.) Your comments· about the safety arc essentially 
correct. However, \\'e have hoiJ very !cw complaints 
about this and no reports of accidents. The low 
incidence of comphints m:iy be due to the fact th:it 
the cnrry~ou described is a common one with shot­
guns but not that common with center fh·c ri fl cs. 
However, as o result of your comments, our engineers 
ar~ investigating woys of improving the design nn~ 
location of the ~oJcl 788 safety. As a matter of 
informution, we founJ that the some thing could hoppcn 
on some bolt :action rifles mnnuf3cturcd by other 
companies • 
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Mr. tt3nk Burchard Page 2 Janunry 24, 1980 

The problems you described in your letter rccmph~sizc the nccJ 
to remind hunters and shooters of the basic rules of safe gun 
J1anclling. or pri111c importance is to treat every ~un as if i l 
were loaded and read)' to fire. Shooter~ should remember thtt t 
the safety on <my gun is a mccluinic.il dcdcc thnt serves ns 
part of a complete system of s::afo ~un hnndJ ing. It is not 
intended to serve, nor c:in it possibly serve, as .n !iubstitutc 
for common sense or safe gun handling. 

J nm enclosing a copy of o new booklet on fj re:lTm·s so f cty wh kh 
0

has just been published by the Sporting Arms nnd ,,mmunition 
J.f:inufacturcrs' Tnst.itutc which stresses this point alonJ: with 
nine othci fundamental s:afOty rules. We arc now packing these 
booklets with all new guns we manufacture. 

The booklet is the fiJ'St step in a brond·bascd c:impaign being 
con<lucted by SAAM! on snrc cun hnntlling. It inclmlc~ news 
releases, pub Ii c scrvi cc radio :ind TV $pots anti ndvcrt i semen ts 
in major huntins, shooting :in,I outJoor n1ag.i:.int's. 

ESM/s 
Encl. 

·. 

Sincerely, 
; .. ~-· .--z· .. -.'.' ·/· • . ...!". • / .....,... • 

( .~1-.:.1.c..-#C.c!c..\.. (.':/ / 
1-· 

E. S. J.lcC:iwlcy, Jr 
J.~anagcr, Public Relations 
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