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required lo be tested, will not be subjected to the endurance test (Testl 
No. S). 

6. Target rifles, target hand guns, trop guns and other special purpose 
lircarms specified from time to time will be exempted from some or all of 
the safety tests al the discretion or the Department of Customs one l'xcise. 

7. Antique fire11rms, as defined, will be exempred from s::ifery testing. 
··Amiquc firearm" is defined as:-

(a) Any firearm (including any firearm with a malchlock. ninllock, per
cussion cap or similur type ignilion system) manufaclured in er before 
the year 1900; 

(b) Any firearm designed to use rimfire_ pinfire or con..,entiomil cr:nlrcfirc 
fixed ammunition or a type not obtainable commercially; 

(c) Any non-working replica or any firearm described in (a) or (b) of 
this definition provided such replica cannot be convened to fire rim
tire, pinfire or conventional centrcfirc fixed ammunition or :my other 
type of ammunition. · 

SAMPLES FOR TEST PURPOSF.S 

8. Two per cent of the Lotul number or each model in ii shipment (with a 
minimum of three samples of each mcxlel) will be required to be submitted 
for testing. The samples will be selected at random. 

9. Where a shipment of firearms is detained pending the outcome of safety 
tesling. permission may be given, subject fo the usual provisions relating 
to conditional removal of imports from lhe poim of importalion 1 for the 
goods lo be held (or safe-keeping at rhe importer's premises. 

Righi or Appeal 

10. Where an owner/importer disputes the results of the 1csts he m:iy lodge 
a written request with the Commiosioncr, Commonwealth Police Furcc to 
have the shipment re-tested in Canberra. It will be the owner's/importer's 
responsibility to nrrnngc for the sumplcs to be forwarded under Customs 
supervision to Canberra and freight costs to ond from Canberra will be 
borne by him. 

Modification of Failed Firearms 

11. \Vhere modification i~ po~iblc, \Vh:ich would en.:ible failed lirl?:irms lo 
pass 1hc safery tcsrs, permission for thi! to be done, at the owner':;, 
imponer's e•pcnse, will,bc given by the Approved Authority. Arter modili
cution the firearm will bei9["cquircd to be re-tested to verify that they con· 
form 10 the sa(ely requirements before release from Customs control wilt 
be given. · 

P1in1ed bJ' Adlet & Stoylet Pty. Lid~ 4 Marybo10"9h Strui. Fy,,hwi1Cll 
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Customs (Prohibited Imports) Regulations 

Safety Tests for Imported Firearms 

I: The lircarm loudcd with n tesl blank carlridgc, fully cocked and with 
lhi: ~akty c&1t~h or sarcty notch, if any. disengaged. sh::ill no! operate in 
:c:uch a \\'i.1y as to dischCJ.rgc the test blank when: 
(~1) il i~ hi:ld with the barrel vcrtic.:11 and dropped thrice, being re-cocked 

. nflcr each drop, from a heigh! or not more lhan 18 inches bull firs1 
onlo 11 rubb~r mal one inch thick having a hardness rending of 75/85 
Oritish Slanclards and Intemalionnl Rubber Hardness and which is 
h"cked by a sleet sheet; 

(b) ii is slruck by a ruhb<:r hammer wi1h a head weighing one pound nnd 
h;1ving a hardness reading or 75/85 British Stand:ird~ :ind lntcrn:i1ion~1! 
Rubber H;,.m.lncss which is held <H 1hc end of the liundk w:tll the hc~n..l 
1:1. inches ;,1bovc Ilic place to be struck :uit..f :illow~d to fall under 1ts 
own \\'Cight once at vmious distances ctlong the lcnglh or the f1re:1rm 
with a maximum or 6 rimes wich nt't prc~o;urc being e,;crlcd on the 
lriggc~ and with tJ1c firciirm being re-cocked 11frer e:1ch hlow; 

(l:l jf having an·cxpm;cd hammer or exposed hnmn1crs or ir h<tving ;:1 hnlt 
;1c1ion each hammer or bolt tail is struck once by a rubber h1.1mmcr 
with ;:1 head weighing one pound am.J huving a hmdncss rcut.ling of 
75 85 British Stnndards nnd l.nternt1tional Rubb~r Hardness which is 
held ill the end of rhe handle with lhe head 12 inches above the place 
llJ he ~(ruck nnt.l ·rillowed lo r;ill unclcr its ow·n weight; 

(tll ir having. an exposed hammer or cocking device or cxpo!'cd hammcn 
nr cocking devices each h~1mmcr or cockin!! Jcvicc i:; moved hack 
t11war<ls the cocked position three 'time!\ and immediately prior 10 1hc 
sc~1r cn.gagin,g 11le benl or bents in the fully cocked po~ition and with 
no prc.~.surc being ;1pplicd lo lhc Crigger the hamrncr or cockine. ,!evict 
i~ rdc:1se?d three times :ind n/lnw~ to travel forwnn.I under 1f1c pres
'.'iurc or Lhc spring. 

., Unk'!i.s the fin:arm is littcd with an 11djusl~t~lc lriggi;r or 1ri,ggcr5 
Ille lrig,ger mcchani~ni shall not opcrale when a force o( 2~ pounds is 
c.xcned on rhc ccntr;ll point of the trigger in the Uircc1ion in which the 
lriggcr opcrntcs. 
3. The lircnrm sh;ill be tined wi1h ;:an elTcr::tive trigger guard. 

4. (A) The Jlrc:irm. unless it i!I: ~1 hammer fin:arm litteJ wiih a Jrnl( 
cock rnt.-chmlism or Mfcry~ b;tnt, shall be liued with a safety device which 
when engaged in ,the "sale"' position prevents operation of the rriggcr 
mi:chanism nm.J which c~1n be disenBugcd only by n distinct·prcssllrc of the 
fingc-r or thumb. 

4. (8) The safoly device shall clearly indicate that lho lircarm 1s in either 
a 0 Sarc"' or .. Fire .. condition. 

.5. The firearm shall Siltisfy 1hc tesls specified in 1hc foregoing parngraphs 
after being loaded wilh a "dummy" round or tesl blank cartridge and 
funclioned 500 ti1ncs by cocking and pulling the trigger. 

Safely Tests for Imported Firearms 

Explanatory Noles 

Firearms, unless otherwise exempted, may be imported only if the 
Commissioner, Commonwealth Police Force, or an offlcN authorisod by 
him. ccrlifies 1lrnl they satisfy the tcsls appropriate to lhc parlicular 
type of firearm being impurled. Firearms which do not salisfy the tesls 
arc prohibited irnporls in terms of 1hc Cusloms ( Prohihilcd lmpor«) 
Regulations. 

2. Imported !\rearms will be safety tcs1ed by tcsling officers appointed by 
the Commissioner, Commonwealth Police Force, hcn:hrnftcr rcrcrrc<l to OIS 

the Approved Authority. Tcsling will be carried .out in the sequence listed 
Ul the port where lhl" tire:trms are imported unless the Approv~U Aulhority 
othern:isc dirccr~. · 

Firearms Exempted from Safoty Tesh 

3. Fire:ums of a specific make or model which has been tested und passed 
by 1he Approved Authority without mocJificotion will b~ rclca5Cd from 
Customs control without undergoing safoty testing .except when shipments 
are detained for cxa.min<Jtion under lhc .. random check'" procedures 
opcra1ing in res.pc-cl or all imports. Firearm~ dernincll ror "rant.Jorn check·' 
c-:<:1mimuion will be subjected to ull the 1cs1s applicnblc to that paniculm 
type or flre~inn. 

4. Firearms tirought lo Au~tralil:1 as lhc pcrsunnl cfkcts uF a tourist or 
tcmpon1ry resident and intended to he re-exported will be released from 
Cu~toms con1rol without undergoing safety tests unless otherwise directed 
by the Dcp~1rtmcn1 or CustOms and Exci~c. 

:.:otc: A .. temporary rcsidonr· is u person who int~nds ti;> reside in 
Australia for a period not exceeding twelve months or such 
further lime ns Jhc Department of Cuslorm :md Excise nrnv 
allow. The tourist or temporary resident niay be required t~ 
give all undcrrnking !hat the firearm will he! exported rrom 
AuMralia. 

5. Firearms taken rrom Australia as lhe personal effeels or a passenger 
:ind brought back 10 Ausiralin by chat passenger will be rcleoscd from 
Customs comrol withoUL undergoing safety tests unll!ss otherwise directed 
hy lhc Dcpurtmcnl of Customs nod E.:\cisc. Passengers:' useU firearms. ir 
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