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Xc: 1. H. Chisnsll Bpt,
R. B. Sperling u
E, F. Slenkdewica Ilion

Ilon, New York
June 20, 1977

TO: ‘ B W ;
FROM: J- P. LINDE
| MEMORANDUM OF VISIT

with

LT, C. V. TOMPKINS, HOUSTON, TEXAS
L MOPEL.-700 FIRING “OFF SAFR"

JOSERR | '

olice Lt. C. V. Tompkina at his office in the
16, 1977, We spent approximately three

Mr. Ken Walte and myself visi
police station in Houston, Texas/
hoars with Lr, Tompkins,

We described the engineering
Model 700 BDL rifle, serial num
and the Research Division, The resuits of all f s'akd megsurements were
discussed., A M/700 sction was brought along {or demonStration purposes so the
operation of the safety mechaniam could be demugstrased. All of our lovestigation

on trymg to find the problem with his

An explanation of how Mr. C, V., Tomplkins cot = b
his knuckie while he flipped the rifle {rom the safe nitiog wes present, aod,
demonstrated & number of times, He did mot accept the expi mation {1 did not expect
him to, with ue there; be is s police lieutensnt), 88 he said hd did not position his
lower band in contact with the trigger, He did consider the éxp

apparent from his actions he was thinking about it,

We had him completely describe the incident and the following ar
discussion,
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C. B, Workmaa
Fr ~4 B. Linde
Subject: isit with Lt, C, V. Tompkins : -2 - June 20, 1977
M/700 Piring "Off Safe"

| {, Time of day - 7:00 A.M.
mum oi’accideat - Ram:h road, maintained gravel, not rough

. Two people were in the pickup cab.

6. He was pot wearing gloves.
7. The i s »mmﬂd* hemlnotweumglcmt.
&, There : ‘ ping which he thought could have
9. He uses aBuck pm:' ! for bunting. .
10, He always unlosds .. in this manner. He was not In his
opinion doing an hiag dilferent in the truck.
11, Hewasant crowded he tr)
12. He had fired the B o of times in the weeka preceding

. ﬂ had his rifle there also,
We made 1t clear that we had not altered his rifledssay way. He wanted to keep his
original rifle, Then we offered to let him keep bothrd let Wim take the rifie

which was lavolved (o the accident to 8 gunamith maelf that they could not
find anything wrong with the rifle.

He accepted this offer and will keep both rifies and the¥, wh
will return the original rifle tcus. We aasured him that notl
the rifie when in our pogssession until the problem is resoclved
& copy of the gunsmith’s report.

in satisfied, he
would happen to
e algo requemed

We rried to Impress on him that we were algo concerned aboy grijer six rilies he
described in s letter wiich would alao “fire off safe”. He sgreed tp contact the
people involved and supply us with their names if they complled. \will then contact
the people invelved for the return of thelr rifles. He cited one cas
would malfunctdon on & frequency rate of one lo ten tmes.
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/ k‘o ™ £, B. Workman

Subjedt:] Visitwith Lt, C, V. Tompking

M/700 Piring "Off Safe"” _ =3~ June 20, 1977

were covered, H =2 the .mtter which said we had a problem with the M/700

Safety from Mr,
the Mobawk 600
and corrected all

,iB. Sperling. We informad him thet we had bad & problem with

dved.

He had wriad to cate the conditdon with ha rifle after the sccident but could not;
that is, he cogld got make malfunction,

Mr, Tompking answered all of
makes & good impresston and i
shooting & deeyr with one of the ’

that there s nothing wrong with|the 2

d

sptions in & very straightforward manner. He
avid huoter. Last year he won & trophy for
ks taken in Texas, He was not convinced
t he is not a8 sure of himself as he was.

JPL/nl | | ‘

No m@w or settlement was discussed; only the technlcal points

Hmsited number of production rifles but bad traced down
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