‘. .The surest sign that .
you’re getting old is when .
you no longer enjoy clean-
ing guns. Remember how
as a youngster you actually -
looked forward to cleaning
your dad’s rifle or shotgun—
’cause that’s.as close as you
were able 1o get'to ‘em. “Play-

- with dad’s guns was strictly - O

forbidden but.doing the same under

the guise of cleaning them, well, thatwas -~ 0 e e T en T
. doweb joints which fit so perfectly you

different. Amazing what we got away
with under the pretext of work!

As big boys owning our own guns, the
cleaning ritual (by then it had ceased to
be play) was not something we actually
looked forward to but it wasn’t something
to be dreaded either. I'don’t think it’ll ev-
er get to that point—10 where I dregd gun’
cleaning chores—but -1 sure don't .emjoy
them anymore.

. Anyway, while swabbmg .out the bore
of oneof my favorite 7.mms after getting
home from a particularly tough, wet hunt
. in.Wyoming this past Gctober, it struck

_-me how a well designed. quality product

can make even druggery more pleasant. .-

Case-in point: the Belding & Mull clean-
ing rod and tips I use for all my ‘bore
. cleaning chores. To" you old-timers out
there the name Belding & Mall is a fa-
. miliar one.‘B&M’s been making the best
powder measire and cleaning rods for
over-a half*century. It's one of those guiet
littie companies that just goes about its
business; it’s not out to set the world on
fire or even change it much. They just
want.to builda good product for shooters
“who care and who know the difference. -
The ‘B&M cleaning rod and patented,
tips are still made in the same way and ~ ~
~ to the exact specifications they were back
in the early *20s when W.S. Belding and
N.H. Mull started the business. The Tods

are made of polished stainless in two dia-
meters, one for .22 through 6.5 mm (.264) .

. ‘made tools can make even drudgex;y pbs
. Almost pleasant.

and one for 270 on up. The rods are'not
sheathed with any sort of protective cov-
' ering as the folks at B&M feel that abra-

sives can be picked up and carried by -

such plastic coatings. The handle is also -
of steel, knurled across its entire surface,
" and a cone bearing inside allows smooth
rod rotation.

1 prefer B&M’s 36-inch, one- Plece
deaning rod but they also offer 2 Bench-
rest Model which is 42 inches long, as
‘well ag three and six-piece rods. Natural-
ly. there’s a pisto] rod, too. The jointed
rods have beautifully machined double
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have to look hard to find the seams.
Even more unprcsslve than the rod it-

self, however, is"the patented Mull tip.

'Like the rod and handle, the tips are indi-

wvidually machined from stainless steel. -

To ensure a proper fit in every bore, Mull
tips are made in 16 different calibers
from 234 to .458. Each tip has about a
half-inch section of sharpened pin at the

- front to pierce and hold the patch cen-

tered in the ‘bore. Behind is an annular
ting. of -appropriate diameter to provide
the -proper it between patch and. bore.
Behind that ring are four more of smaller

-diameter separated by sharp-edged

grooves about :1/16-inch wide. Grit and -

Tesidue collect-on. the patch :at these an-
aular.grooves. - Al .

As Tm sure you've alxcady surmised,

-the’B&M rod ain’t cheap, nor are. those
-precision-machined tips. The :one-piece
36-inch rods 1 use retail at $9.40, which -
-is about double what other cleaning rods

will cost you. The tips are thre¢ bucks

“-cach bat when you sec all the machining
-that obviously goes into -the ‘making of
“each one, you'll think that three-buek tag

1s teasonable indeed.

"If your local gtmshop doun t stock
B&M -equipment, write Belding & -Mull
.at Box 428, !’hﬂhpsburg, ‘PA 16866 for a

flier descnbmg*xhe various cleamng rods )

offexed
. Like T sald u'uly mell-deslgned, Well-'

REMINGTON n-m Exmmn
““The argest-se

“fire rifle is the Remmgton ‘Model 100

.and has been for-quite a numbez of years

-now.‘And with good reason; it’s a fine ex-
~ ample of a production rifle. The 700 has

-s0 much going for it—a strong, smooth ac-
tion; excellent trigger; appealing lines; a
broad spectrum of chamberings; and last
but not least,.a reasopable price. -
If there is a weak link in the 700's de-

.sign it would have to be the extractar,*

that thin, semi-annular spring which re-
sides within a groove encircling the coun-
terbored bolt face. This spring is held in
place by a small rivet which is almost
two-thirds the width of the extractor it-
self. Since the extractor measures only a
tenth of an inch. wide, drilling even a
small hole through it for a rivet results in
athxn, ie., weak wall section out at the

. edges. It is at this point where the 700’s

extractor breaks. IU's not like it's an epi-
detme, mind you; m fact, extractor break-

" age is not as prevalent as detractors of the

design would~have you beligve. I've

. heard some writers intimate thatsthe. ex- -

- tractor’s rivet conmection somehow ‘bears

" “the brunt of ‘extraction forces andthere- )

fore it’s no wonder that they occasionally
break: Ain't so. Virtually- ail the pulling

. force exerted upon the extractor-is/orne
" by the annular groove in which it rests.

" The-only function of ‘the rivet is to pre-
vent_the extractor from sliding -around
withini that retaining groove; it will actu-
ally stay in place and function without
the rivei—Tve tried it. The spring tension .
of the C-shaped extractor kecps it w1f.'mn
its slot. .

_Despite the fact, then, that it’s a strong
reliable sysiem, Remington engineers will

admit that the 700’s extractor gould be |

_ improved upon. And from whatT:saw re-
cently while sneaking around-the Ilion
plant in upstate New York they've donc
just'that.

On casually examxmng a bolt atan as-
sembly station for XP-100s in the new 7
mm BR chambering,' I noticed the

- absence of the extractor retaining rivet at

the bolt head. 1 was told it was a new ex-
tractor design that was first being jacor- -
porated—without fanfare of any. hnd—m- '

-to this' preduction run of XPs. -.

The new ‘extractor, which will eventu-
-ally be incorporated in all Remington
centerfires, does not look much different
from the existing one; in fatt, you have
to look closely to see that it is different.
1t is of the same basic design Remington’s
been -using right along these past 30 years
-except that there’s a -small hook at both
ends of the.“C™ which engages corre-
sponding holes within the annular slot.

- The rivet’s gone. The holes maintain the
extractor’s pésition -within the-slot-

at Jeast twice as jeliable as the existing
ane and can be replaced mtheﬁeld wﬂ.h
noﬂnng but & pen kmife. - - - Tt

- Let me state’here and now: that all you
" folks ont there who-own n cen-
terfires shouldn’t suddealy lose faith in
* OI:Betsy. No company the. likes of Rem-
“ington would even iry, much less get
away with, supplying a bmkage-pmne
€xXtraction system for 30 years,
. Oh, by the way, in answer to the q\m-
tion ' you're all surely wondenng about:
10, you can’t replace your existing extrac-
" tor with the new one. The sidewall within
~the oonnterbore is- different on/the aew

Bolt. - -
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-J was told the new extractor-should be ‘

’



