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Dear Mr. licCawley:

Teo recapitulate the problems I described to you today by
telephone re the Model 788 (which I am shipping seperatesly):

1. The ejection angle is so

high my cases foul the windage
lmob on the scope and bounce back into the action.

Caly by

rotating the scope 180° (which makes the Bullet Drop Compen-
sator useless) could I get satisfactory ejectionm, and the
sroblem was the same with a couple of other low-power scopes.
Since the point of the project was to set up a weapon for
hunting at the spnort to medium ranges common in the East, I

have no need for a long scope.

2. The bolt does not lock in the closed position, whether

+he gafety is on or off.

This cost me the best shot I have

ever had on a deer; at some point something had brushed the
bolt bandle and opened it part-way without my noticing it.
Perhaps I should have noticed it, but so far as I am aware
no other modern large-caliber rifle has a nonlocking bolt.

3. 3By far the nost serious prodblem—in Iy opinion an
unforgivably deadly one-=is that when the piece is held by

the small of the stock and slung over the snoculder, a tyoe

of carry commonly used by myself and every other hunter I
kaow, the fleshy part of the hand between thumb and forefiager
presses against the safety and as often as not ‘'will move it

to the PFPice positiocn.

The safety slips forward with very

light pressure and little noise, and I was repeatedly dismagyed
t0 find myself unimowingly holding a piece that was rsady to

Iire.

I have unusually small hand
have found the problem even worse.

8; my hamehanded Iriends
And when I am weering

gloves the grip I have described will slip the safety neerly

every tinme.

Compared to the trigger group problem on the Model 600 (which
was oy first choice for a piece I'm doing on a minimumecost

deer rifle) this is cutrageously dang
hear you say no one else has ever complained of it.

I was amazed to
I can

erous.

oaly hops that this is because everybody uses 788s for bsnch
shootzf. 1:I would never take the piece into the field again,
a

a0r ¢

in good conscience sell it to another hunter.

%y good bunting buddy, who bought the same model at the sars
tize so I could check oy results awainst his, has put nis 788
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