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The Moct~l 700 BDL has been off~rcd in the .l'l nem. Caliber 
!.ince 1971. fJcclH1$e c.f concern at t.hat t.iroe over poi.ent.;ia} bore 
lr•rrooion in th1$ caliber, stainless utcel was specified for 
t !1~ Darrel. 'rhc: .1'/ Rem, Cal:ibfH' ti-; the only t11>del 700 pro
ci\JcP.iJ t~1 th ;1 sta .in less st.eel flarrel. The Remington catalo~ 
t1iH: r'1ever · rAf~l"re1t to the use of I'• !l\.ninless st.1~td Dar1•e1 
in ~ny Hodel 100. 

Tile st.alnlcs:; ,;tN>:l Bilrrel has always presentt·d a problem 
t '> Production, reflected primarily in higher rnllnuf•1ct.11rjng co~t.s 
;1r1d cilfficulty 1n rnilintainirig c1uciliLy. Decause of lhi.s, l'roduction 
ha~ pr(lpo~;etJ tile u~e or a standard steel Barrel in the • 17 Rem, 
C:i;lil•t<r. Jn ~upport. of thh: propog;,), t.hlrt.y .17 H<:111. CalibeP 
tfocl~l 700·~ WP.t'E'l JH'oduced, u:~ing ~t.ilndl'rll *'teel DiJrr~lB, <Jlld 
11,1 vc11 t.o Hc8c~rc:h for test1ng, ~1nc.e comple.t.ing t.lw t.~~t.~, liC'!
~t>arch indi<.;ntc:~ that st.nndard ·M.eP.l Darrels ~u·c· snt .. H'>f<tctory 
for u:-;~ 1n t.h~ • 17 R~m. CRlil1er. 

l'l •:ost compa1•ison study, i~sued November 3 1 19fW, conclutle<1 
that. the ui;e or $t,~rndard steP.J Barrels woulct 1•cclttc(~ Model '/00 
.17 l'.eni. factol'y costs t1y $1!";.2; ric~r 1;un. Major fflclors con
t.ributing to the cost. difference ar~: 

o N;it.eri<J l C:o~t - Stecinlc'.H~ steel t;:o~;l.~ apprr11d1i:at.P.ly 
~~i >: t . .lmt·~ ''~' 1nut h ils standard or<lnilnce ~t.c~c· l. 
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Co~t Considerations - Contd. 

u MnchjnSng - Be.caur-se ~t.a i nlcllS does not. fl•.:\c;hine well, 
scrap and rework are excessive. Also, tool br~akage 
is very h.igh. 

o Coloring •. Although Ilion 1s st.ainl.ess st.eel cc.loring 
proc:c~s jn t.he best t.lw industry ha!l t.o offer, it. i$ 
Lt m<tr·gi rial process. Significant ~mounts of reworl1. 
1we necessa1·y t.o achieve f~oo<J c.ol()r. Because :;tain
le~s ~teel require$ separate coloring fnclliLies, most 
or t.he material handling js done manually, 

yualjtf Cons.iderations 

71le use or standarlt st.ee:t ,..,~ll i1t1prove ovcr~ll quality 
111 llie followjnr.. tu•cas: 

o Color - Darrel~ nnd ~c~civers will be colored in 
t.lle same proce9s, re~ult.ing .ln trn improved color 
match. 

<• St.ock/Action fit.!: - RepoHshjng nnd Pecol(1ring t.he 
!:;t<i1nlP-ss B11rrel ::omet.iml"s r~sult.s 1n a J'HlCJr fit 
with t.h~ St.c~ck. 

<• llcc11rac:y ... Dec:nu:a~ ~~t«inle$$ <toes not. 1nr.lch1ne "'~~ll, 
.a good sur·1 ... ;)cc fini~:t1 in the bore S.~ di ffl<;ul t. t.fl 

GUC; .}$ 

ma in ta in, which can cf'fect accuracy. HesC'nrch te~ts 
iridic.ate that. accur;1cy i~; irnprC>'lled by t.h(" us~ <•f 
a !J~.rsrHlar(I :;t.eel Burrel, 

n.L. Hall, Pl&nt Manager 
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