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Three Sweet .243 B¢
Browning, Ruger, & Re

This trio of light-kicking varmint/deerr

accuracy and present

n November 2004, Sturm Ru-

ger introduced the Ruger M77

Mark II Fronticr Rifle, a com-

pactl rifle designed Lo aceepl
a front-mounied scope. Unusual
(but not unique) was its forward
scope-mounting rib, a nod to the
Scout Rifle designidea, andits light
weight, very shortbarrel. Of the gun,
Sturm, Ruger President Stephen L.
Sanetti, said, “The ability to mount
a scope out front on the barrel rib
allows the shooter to keep both eyes
open, providing a wider field of view
and instant target acquisition. The
front-mounted scope also provides
long eye relief, which is important
in rilles chambered [or powerlul
magum carlridges.”

The Ruger M77 Muark II Fronlie
Rifle featured a blued steel actic
and a 16.5-inch hammer-forge
barrcl bedded in a grey lamin
stock. Ruger rolled the gun out in
Tmm-08 Rem., 243 Win,, .
and 300 WSM, and its factol
had its weight as a trim 6.5

niche,

Forthwith, then, we
ing for lightweight ma ;
against the Ruger, and foun
aplenty, but we weg
cate guns with tubes
as the Frontics’s. That”
said, beeause |
Lhe Ruger's she
sibly doom it

&

ed a tough q

Our other tggd. guns were the
Browning A-Bs Vicro Hunler

and the R
No. 2717

ins. We [ound
Lo be right on
wilh the SPS's abil-

RIFLES

tions:
lington

howed incredible

showed a range of utility designed
to express flaws in the barrels’ ri-
fHling {(we thoughtl). From lightesl
o heaviest, they were Federal Proe-
mium Vital-Sholk 85-¢rain Sicrra
Gameking boattail hollow points,
No. P243D; Winchester Supreme
95-grain Ballistic Silvertips, No.
SBST243A; and Remington's Express
Core-Lokt 100-grain pointed soft
points, No. R243W3. Also, as part of
barrel break-in, we shot Remington
80-grain [Express Rifle rounds, No.
243W1, but we did not collect ac-
curacy or chronograph data with
these rounds.

We shot the guns at a. private gun
club north of Houslon, witli the Lest
condilions being around 78 degrees
and aboul 60 percent humidily.
There was no wind during our acen-
racy scssion, which likely helped us

Product Coordination Editor Ben Brooks was impressed with all three
.243s, but he may have been maost surprised by the inexpensive Rem-
ington SPS Youth gun. It shot the best groups with the lightest builet
weights, Federal 85-grain rounds, and cost hundreds of dollars less than
the Ruger and Browning rifles. Still, in part because he’s not a fan of

Subject to Protective O ms v. Remington

black guns, he preferred Ruger’s new Frontier rifle.
GUN TESTS @
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