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Here’s a representative sampling
of how the SPS Youth shot. The
oulside edges are 0.872 inch
apart, and center to center, th
group measures only 0.629 inc
This puts this bargain-price g
on par with some of the bés:
tactical rifiles we've tested.
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243 WIN. NO,
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cost $617, all without salés faxes.

the Ruger.

The stock’s LOI' w.
es, with a drop at th
inches. This allowey
fuller faces to see i i
little more casily than o
cro. Overall, the

»

the tactical gun.

It also shot like a tactical gun with
Federal’s 85-grain bullets, with 0.52-
h groups, slightly better than the
wning and Ruger. It apparently
didn’tlike the heavier bullets as well,
bul botlowm line, it shot everything
we fed il inlo sub-1-ineh groups.
We'll have Lo chieck the archives,
but we couldn't recall having three
guns shoot all sub-MOA in any test,
inchiding vastly more expensive tac-
tical rifles.

Fach Model 700 SPS is fit. with a
newly designed, more ergonomie
synthetic stock featuring the R3
recoil pad. This very soft pad put
the other two guns to shame, and it

tifference in shooter
carbon-steel barrel
the-blued and drilled and
d for scope mounts, which in
st were a Weaver 18500 Matte
mount base in front and

1 36M rear base. Bases and
added about $30 to the gun's
£ I'he carbon-steel barrel came
without sights, and the receiver was
drilled and tapped for secope mounts.
1 exterior metalwork featured a
fialle blued finish. The gun had a
hinged foor plule magazine and
swivel studs,

The gun's barrel wasn't free floated
like the Browning's, and of course
its cosmetics weren't up to the level
of the other guns.

The trigger sear broke at a range
of weights from alow of 1.25 poimds
to 4.5 pounds, with an average of
4.3 pounds. The safety was a top-
right-tang, thumb-cperated push-
lever, which we could reach with
the thumb of the shooting hand,
though it forced our grip on the gun
Lo change somewhal.

Pe7e7kvr Ruger M77 Fronticr
Riflc .243 M77FRBBZ MKII, No.
17882, $800. Our Pick. If moncy
were no object, we waould not hesi-
tate to buy this fast-handling, acewr
rate rifle. We liked some aspects of
its forward-mount concept enough
to pick it over the Micro.

T Triy Browning A-Bolt Micro
Hunter .243 Win. No. 035020211,
$684. Buy It. Slightly more expen
give than the Frontier, this is still
an excellent shooter. If traditional
cosmetics are Important to you, then
choose it ahead of the Frontier.

Pk v Yrdy Remingtlon 700 SPS
Youth .243 Win. No. 27475, $520.
Best Buy, The lileral dark horse in
this test, the SPS Youth doesn't dwarf
the Frontier. It outshot each of the
other guns with one ammunition.
We now see why our sheep-hunting
friend liked his so much: Despite its
name, the SPS Youth is a great-shoot-
ing gun that's easy to carry. We think
it's a bargain for nearly any shooter,
youth or adult. GT
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