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Portland police drop rifles amid safety concerns 
Video of a local training exercise supports claims of faulty triggers in some 
Remington 700 rifles. 

By David Henchdhench@mainetoday.com 
Staff Writer 

PORTLAND - The Portland Police Department's special reaction team has stopped using its 
Remington 700 sniper rifles, because one of them started firing unpredictably and a network 
news report said similar problems elsewhere have caused injuries and prompted lawsuits. 

Portland Police Chief James Craig, shown at a news conference in May. 

Staff file photo 

See the CNBC story. 

See the Remington response. 

dick image to enlarge 

Select images avaiable for oyrchase jn the 
Majoe Today Phg!g Store 

A program on CNBC last week highlighted several reports that Remington 700 rifles -- a mainstay 
for the U.S. military, law enforcement and gun enthusiasts - had fired when the trigger had not 
been pulled. 

The program's findings were bolstered by a video taken at a Portland police training exercise. 
One of the rifles was shown firing when the trigger was not being pulled. 
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"I don't want to run the risk of having an accidental discharge like this where it puts an officer's or 

community member's life in danger," Police Chief James Craig said Wednesday. 

'--' Remington denies the allegations and, supported by gun rights advocates, criticizes the network's 
reporting of the story. 
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"CNBC ignored facts and information provided by Remington and instead relied on allegations, 

misleading anecdotes, and false claims," said a statement on the company's website. "Over 5 
million Model 700s have been safely and reliably used by millions of shooters, military personnel 
and law enforcement officers for almost fifty years. The Model 700 is the most popular bolt-action 
rifle in the world." 

Remington said that if standard safety rules are followed, such as always pointing the barrel of a 
gun so that a discharge would not injure anyone, the alleged injuries could not have happened. 

One of the most serious cases in which an accidental discharge is alleged occurred in 2000 in 
Montana, where a woman said she was unloading her rifle with the barrel pointed at an empty 
horse trailer. The gun fired and the bullet pierced the van's walls and hit her son on the other side, 
killing him. 

It was one of two dozen deaths said to have resulted in part from faulty trigger mechanisms, the 
report said. 

The woman has since sued the company, one of scores of similar suits nationwide, according to 
the TV report, which said Remington has paid out $20 million in settlements. 

Columnists who criticized the CNBC program said the guns will not misfire if they are properly 
maintained and if the trigger mechanism is not adjusted. 

However, Craig said his department's Remington 700 that misfired had not been altered. 

After the first incident, in 2008 during a training exercise at a firing range, the weapon was taken 
to an armorer. The armorer found nothing wrong with it and could not re-create the misfire, so the 
gun was put back in service. 

During another special reaction team training session, the gun misfired again, and the officers 
captured video of it on a cell phone. The video, which CNBC obtained, shows an officer prone, 
the rifle barrel supported by a bipod. The officer removes his finger from the trigger, then reaches 
forward to touch the bolt The rifle fires. 

The sequence was repeated with the same results. 

After the training episode, the gun was again taken out of service. Craig said the department 
contacted Remington and was told the weapon was not under warranty. 

That was in 2009. Only later did Portland officials become aware of the controversy over the 
weapon. 

Craig said his department will no longer use its five Remington 700s, and has grant money to buy 
a new weapons system, at a cost of $1, 000 to $1, 500. 
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"We have no evidence that there's other weapons malfunctioning but we don't want to run that 
risk," he said. 

For the time being, the department will use the officers' standard issue M-16 with a scope, he 
said. 

Staff Writer David Hench can be contacted at 791-6327 or at: 

dhench@pressherald.com 

Were you interviewed for this story? If so, please fill out our accuracy form 

Send Question/Comment to the Publisher 

Recommend 9 people recommend this. 

Tweet< 

Find this article at: 
http://www.pressheral d.com/news/craig-faulty-rif-les-taken-out-of-police-service _2010-10-28. html 

Check the box to indude the list of links referenced in the article. 
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MODEL.40X PDB COWIROL DIV'BS'l"IOA'f'IOJJ 

·comsiatent reports· and occasional oustomer ccaplainta 
. . 

, . trom tho. t1eld. all voicing trouble with the pertormanoe ot the 4ox 
• .• • r. ... •• r .: • • •• ' • • > 

fire control prompted thi.a 1nve�t1gat:i.on. : �·• c�a1nta have 

been varied 1n nature !'rota var14t10D in pull we18bt to caiq>lete 
tallure 1n tJ.r1.n&. Sine• design tea'1ng had reYealed no Juat1t1ca�1on . . 

. dt tbese cOQPlaint•, there baa· been cONIJ.derable doubt u to· their 
. ,. ( . - . . . . 

valld1'7,. and it' so, w� could be done, about it:. What abou� the 
. . 11/721-722 which 1• of the ._ baaie deaigsl? .L .: 

i . � . .  � i;: � tu � c�tl'Ol •. u ·p��i, .. --� rail. at ani-. time? 
. 
·:·: >2.: .·. -�. �- P'lll. "1.bt �u-7 ld.� -� ;070�-- aDd how moht 

. � · .. :·.3:_-:;�-D.���ti�· �t ��·· it.--�··'t.bl•·-�r�·&bWt tb8 -�ove. 
··::·.·

··�.:::·i�� met� -�t_.·�-����:;���--���� ·�:·-.·.·
�. 

<. �-.. _ 
. . 

· : _-5 .. ·: ;au a general look at au· tile :t�ton. � good gun t'Unat1on · 
·
: .. :·:=-·in �-llOdel;-.1.e •. � ��---�1- ·-.

·
-�- Pi�•. Na1n • . . . - • ••. : . . .. . . • • _-•. - .. ·.·:. :· . .1 • • . •• • • • • •• . • • • . 

. ·· . s�. Read SpMe, •"··· · · .. · ·. 
· 

stnllWlY & COHCLUSIOHS 
1. 'l'be t1re control aa now designed w1.11 tall to tire prope:l"ly 

under continued uae 1� not l\Wr1cated cona1atentl7. 'l'h.1•, in 

extrel!Mt cold cl1mat1o concllttone. would present a problem in 
all our pre�ent lino of bolt act1.on guna. 
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2. under pNaent manutacturin& and dea1gn 1tandarda the load­

lub�cation Yari&ble re8\ll.ta 111 a var1at1on 1n pul1 weight 
(aTeraae) t'rom 3 lba. to 6 lba •• 

3. C&loulatiOIUI atr1rll teat data tbG the ooe.tfio1ent ot triction 
or etHl. on et:Hl l>etween lubricated and dey-aurtaae atraddl.es 
n1cd.1·tbe:�o� 1.llparted to the conne0tor trom. aome aa1nua value 
to a Mx.ot 3 lba� Actual meumementa run o to 2 lba. Added 
to the·&boYe 1a the oonneotor aurtaae nriable and apring wei:;ht . . . . 

. 

.· 
.. 

1D tbe pall"adJUatmellt :•Pring. �mice• teat data and tbeoret1ca1 

1n olOM asree wmt • . Two CNt o� three teata atarted dry eventu.al.17 
. . . . 

taUed even to .tu-.. '!'be sear be1n8 held 1n tM oocked position 
.£ 

.dtai. the � d.tMDsesed: 
··. ·. �· 

. ; · . · - · 
'4 • .".�!· P�� �� � ld.�- � .l;. �tt1c� �teri.i to reduce 

trae * var1&1>1e J)rcwect reaiut10 •. :aeotroplate.veiit 9600 07cl•• • . 
.. . t· ';. .. : . .. . : ;• . .. . 

-
. .. .. . .. .. ve17 aatiat'Utorll7 before bne1r1.,g. ctowa and NYerting to atee1 

- .. ·. . . . . . .. ... . . 
Oil ateel oharMteriatioa. moOl luted 2.000 CJOl••· lk>�ulph1de 
vu. n:., better::.- � �t.4 · � ,,., to lo;ooo o7Ciea w.t.th no I .. "":. • • - • • • •• : • • • '"' • � • C • :· j • • · .  · ·· ohanai- 1A Wu- apparent after 2;000-3,000 c10lea; .1'1red inter-. .. ·: · . . ·.
mi.t� ·.4:1:7 .·end oiled aft.za. 1���. ��••·with � •• .- o-. 1A : . ·�ove�· �i� t� at�i ·�-��·in aD7 one·tr:r ot �o cyclea. 

... . . . , . . .. . .. 

Steel on steel 
Chrome Oil chrome . 

. .  · Beat 

i 2 os. 

i l oz. 

Chrocle � to chro:ae 
lubr.1eated - 10 cycle AYg. li oz. 

worat 
2#10 oz: - 5#3oz. 

2/iO oz. - �15 o;. 

Steel dl7 to :steel lubr.1cated 3#3 oz. - 51 8 oz. 
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5. P1r1.ns pin 1ndcn�·wu matntained at .022 tor so.ooo c·iol•• on 

one auple and �or 30.� on._HCaad Miere both drop� to 020 
(aat�at'actort)• � ·iiai.Pi· •� 022 - 30.000 018 low. 

aee.dspace develo� earl� wbeD l� were no�. lubricated (atart 

o -042; 5000 - .<>'35; ·10 ,000 - .o475; 15000 - . • 052) accompanied . . 
b7 gal.ling. Haintains 052 wb� !.ubrieated·to 50 .. 000 c7olea. . . 
Second 8aliple.1Ubr1cated eve17 i.ooo CJCl•s change• f'roll .0435 . . - . .. 

to .o4Jl5 u·io.ooo. �alned th1.s to so .. ooo - no change. . - ·: . . . 
Sear engagement rs n'necl at initial aett1.na. throuehout all 

t�•�ina (�-;.,on: -��)· .. ·. . 
. 
. ·.: 

��t. i� ;�C !a:-�·�� -���er .:at� ���·but to · .. _·: ·. . 
. ... : a lea�er de&ree.· . . . ·co0icfna p1eOe ud bo1� oaa nrf'ace .. re 

·� : ·
.: · 1ubri.oate..s :�· :�· � ·ca. · ·. : . . · . 

. . ':. :' . . 
. · 6 • .  � a1a:1lar1t.j.· bi �aka 'briwea the 1'aX and the 121·-122 Una - . . - . ... . 
· ..: .. · .  c:ivea : ��-��-- -� th. ·�ua:n· or�. �·or th. roregotng .- · . ..

.

. ·.�·:1a.1D tbe9e Mi.t -��� -�-��. ·v� �lne·��-·th•ae. charac-
_., te�t1oa �:� -� �--�r ext� oold-lubr1oat1on 

... 
:" : .. . . . - : .. _·: . . . 

. . 
oond.1t1ona �d tau to tire.; 

Pla1n apr1Jig abond 80ID8 •aet• but no� eioeaa1TlS and maintaJ.ned 
\ 

. 
a4ti.a�actory �-� to so.ooo cycles. 

A longer tea\. w�d be neceaaar:r to established "set rate" beyond 
the 50,000 07cle per10cl o� thJ.a test. 
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WNRK 1'80CllWI 
1. Ho turtber work 1• ant1o1s-tecs at th1a ts.me bJ' thia department 

� eakl>llab the oavae• or tteld caapl�. : 

2 •
. 
i'he na� ot"tbe plat11is·c10l• procluoe• •treeing• and ex�essive 
platin& on� cntlcal MU' .-tac" and utiftg oonneotor, which 

ru.tna the part• tor f'.n"ther wse, reauit� 1.A. d�eroua chipping 

and P\111 �&1.lure upon uaembl7. Imreatiga�on ot thia control 

muat·.,. establlahed. 

J. 1'fO oo81; p10� � oou14erect:w•· � .poi.one �t1on 1A .. . . . : . 

gr1NU � mid •�aa1DS O,.raiJ.ou -�4 oonce1Yab17 be aotaeved 
. . ; . ·. - : . . . .... . _. . 

OA. �x �· b� ,i'l&�SDS �', '� ·-� �- � � ·-�· .111 the "u 
prOdu.4 .. 

· o�1oui . .
. tfe�-�·.M0a14--�.rii). "t� -�"ace�·· 

.. ·"':': .
. . · . ·. �- .. - .  ..._. .... .  . .. . _

: . ··· · . . . ..  
4. COftnltatloa __ wj.. JD.eo�ropl:ata. ..,,..._:�• a. �nez., lotter· coa� . . • · . � .··�:::.. ...... . 1:•'-::·1-

.• • _·;� �- -� :, 01-'": . -; · ... ':.. · .... \.i·· � 0;!-& . ·'. . 
coati;ns. thall· ctu.. · la· 1h · �- nau .... !be"l'UUJ.t• an� pilot 

��i�.-:�:fti7·41.o�.'�· •• · w.. ·,tmi. � ... � � bel1et . ... • • • : • ·:: .. • ::�.- - . ,_ :('·--·.:. :�- . ; •• 1 ... • :.·" \ ; .-.. : ... :.:. .. ·�:.·<f·..,." .. 
tht• i• the· ben·· t.r h&"9 = ;,.;:-���...- ·.·• ·: · ':· : : _ � '�:. -.. :· :: 

. ..  t.: : . -� .·t· . . : . .  · .  . :·. ·..:.:: ·.· . .. . .. · ... ·. :.: .- :. " .... ·. :· 
5. It .1• our reoc nndat;l•.tbu· tba.Prooeu bit J.nftat1gated.an4 at 

le�ti- ,.OX �' � �hd· ���ho� ca 
·
au. M_ure. C\IDll. � 

: . . :. . . .. ... . ... . : .· .,. � .. ·.. ....,.:·. -. - .. - . . . . .
. -;: __ : . . .. . 

duoed · mid· t!aU .tbh be 1n1t1at•f t mrosa..it .--:-- · · .. � �-..:· - · · · . . . . . . ,,.. ·-·. ; .. . . . � . . 

. . . 
n106l7 U' the coat plo� wu_taTOrable co.pared to chrome. 

TEST PROCmJRB AllJ> nftllLS 
The .CJ.rat; 40X dl7 c,-cled waa aet up t;o J.nveat1gate the 

gun in the •aa paoked" con41t1on. Action and part• oiled with about 
a '30ll load between the bolt and receiver to·repl'W8ent the residual 

load rrO. the t'1red cue. 
. . 

It was reoognJ.ud that tbia 10&4.M>uld bo& 
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ap;>l1c:1 o.� the clos� 11troke aa well u the opening mtroke ot the 

bolt. Pl.a.r"thor,-th.ll m.az%lct load waa aotin&; 1n oonJunction witb the 
normal lla1nap."'"ing-sear load. the (1'1.rins Pin) oean were lubr1oated 

tut, u t1eld practice 4oes not 41oku l\lbrioat1on o� the Lua a...�as, . ; . _-;,,,. . . . . 
thJ.a was om1.tted. '1'be gun waa d.17.cTOJ.ecl.52,200-0701••· At 1,000 

07cl.e �tsrvQJ.a heads,,aee,. t1ri:l& � lndmt, protrua1on. s.aa.r 

�t, �a ten oycle we!&h' average-taken on trigger pull. 
Read apace Stan .0435 1'1n.1ah .048 . . 

·• Indan- ata:red co�tant at .022 ·•. 4�6.000 o7C}es �,000 c7olea .020 

• 

.. .· J'1r�· Pin p.-ot:'Ua10A .035 · comtant. 
Sear C!Jl6agement ... .015. cOnlltantJ 
� ·..,.� ·io_f701- ·. . -�- -� -� !���· K1gb 5# 3 oz • 

.1'lll . Lowe•t Sialil• . .  2110· "· .: . . . Hiabe•t 5112 os • 
.... . . :... 

. . - . . . . . ·. . 
Several . ts-a durilis·. :"'1a · t.e .. tm � · rwtuae4 to tlr.. · : ·. _llo . . a�\ ��- � .ccNici b._:� vtmi. ds:�ti.d." 'rbe 

:· -� - �..;. con��- t0· �tien -.... ��1on � -�� �. Some S��--�f �belt 1�:�.:����--but_-a:t 52,� (��t 0, OJ'Ciing) . ." • . . ·.. . . . 
: 

. � . ·:J: ·: . : 
.. 

. . : . 
:� . 

the.Mound area bad no� completel.7 ooftred the lug �aoea: ·· : . --�.' � ve�--tt.. _� -���t �t�-Sun � � throusb 
the .aame ·��-� · �ti� � . !bia-�-tol� .clonl7 the . 
react10n ot the t!Nt. · · · - · ·. · 

Head apace 

Indent 
Firing P1D protrw1J.on 

Sear engageamt 

Pull. average 

Pull - Single 

Start .o435 

Start .022 

ox 
.010 - Stqed 
Low 211 14 os. 
Low 21 13 oz. 

13,000 
30#000 
30,000 

.052 

.052 

.Olo.5 

High '31 10 oz. 
H1&h 31 12 oz. 
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'l'bia gun 414 � �iu.. to tire during t� 30,000 0701••· 

�pull� Y•'f7 canaia� at_&l.1 time *!oh wu qu!.te the reverae 
ot 11 eample. Hoft"fer, tbe luga � reoeiYer and bolt reeponded early . . . 
(10,000 CJ'Cles) to the laak·�r 1\&br1oa•1on b7 &all1:n& and tut • o • • I  • 
deveiopMn� oi'. beadapace - _•OS? a\ 13,000 oiole•;·· · · 

aun #3 vu then •tarted on the &bow routine teat to . . : . 
determi.mt how aoon it would retuae tO tin� w.· vere· tortunate 1.n 

getting earl7 t'ail�is � �re. Thia ,sun Maim t'alllng at 2,000 

07ole• � teat-··� at �,ooo.·. �· � �ould be set up by 

���7 mov� �-· triaP� back. � r� oil. the o��to� (�' 
. t11"1ng). _ '1'hia aot1on· re�ted 1n .. tt.tng up the aeare eo. �. criaer 

� . cOQld t� be palle4 ruu7, l•"f1nc tbe fUUs pin t\lll7 oooicM 
auppo���onit l,7;J�; �� I. !Ii' __

_ J�· ����on �--o� 
i>1�;- �--.,-..;.;, �r ��oi• -��.- -��- rei�� tb9 � Pin>: Ha. 

·th• �-�� .. 1� i� ��is ��:� �-i�� �.:· .·.: · .. -- .�.. ·. · • • • -· • _.· • • • ... _: •: • •.,: • • - � • I: _• :. ·, o ·= : � • • ', • : • ·� :
. 

• •' • o �'*:: : 
� W\ald 1Dd1oate· the tl'icUan •1--t to b9 the b!s 

varl.able 1D &µ :�·:� . .u'.fr����.
·

: , B� ·�.��ii o� ftr7 
·be�· �25 � · .14 -,=� ··aa· �-11lllrt�ticm,· ��;· ·1�aii. 

. . - - ... �-· <=· . � ·�·: .. :" ..... . ·: 
. . .· . - . -

etc • •  
; 

- _. .. _ . :· . 
A =oJ.•tl�-�- tlMi Ha tA-tJi1a U•embl.7 �-ti"�• 

Us1.ng model. draw1Dg d1-na1ona, spl'ing weigbta ot 17 to 19 Pound.a on 

the main apnng_caloUlat1ona 1.molY1Jia tbe � �na1ona cm momenta . . . . . . 
above the pivot. pin and tbe bearing to be awli.ed at tM oenter ot 

the Zf' angle on the rear or tbe aear (63° u the tiring pin sees it), 

the coett'1c1ents to equalize all rorcea would be .289 to .35. 
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.... : / . . .. .. � .. . . . . '-. . .... •, : -.1� 
. . . . ·· .. · A nn oontrol - .. �• . . a" � apeoe or approx. 31.P'lll . . ... - , . . . . . . • I .,._; • • ... • • : weight; a ND ot 10 0�1 .. � wet&tsed . ·'Dila 1"1re control' varied 
· . . . · 

between 2# 15 os. '° '31 12 oz.; anrage 3.32 lba. All aeara were 

now lubri.Oaud-.caretulli
. 
Uld · ��tor ·10 o�ha. ..Average WU 

. . .. � .... . . . 
5# 5 os., mn. 51 1 oz.,. uz. SI 8 os •• : 1h1• a-4 to coati.rm the 
Mil analog. : · : : · .. '!he l!l09t l.og1.oal �proaoh �o!lllT was to t17 a 

coat!Ds .u:.ing ·. low cO.tno1ent· � ·1'1"1�Ucm h1&ta bearin& atrength. 

'1'bre9 a..Md pouJ.ble; 111•ol, au-.. .Dd nectiooplat•. · 
· · : · · · under t•�t Jllool ·� °"� tine bu� at arcNnd 2,000 

o;rol.ee· '� to �, cblpped ott btl417 and wu· d!aoarded . - • •• '!: • 
• • • ,. : : • • • :" 

• · : • • . ·;· :;-_ .... _ ... · ·.-.·:� .· �-r �- ��i - ��c�·�- � ���ed in 

sn•in& a P1.a'- t"Ne _troa aa•••i:Te �- \IP or "'"91ns• on �  aharp 
=·. �.�--� . ·. or :tlae. �-·� ... �--�-�--��p•1ona1�7.&0Qd • 
• ••• I• 

-· : • #/1 .•'• • -
• 

• 

.. °. • • 
•' 

o •• 
• •

; : • • • • • • ,,. • • J'• •,.: _.' • .° : ,,. 
• 

• ' 
• ·: .° • • •.. f' 

, .. -�· �-.10. o"l� -averaae Nir.:a•· l i: �· �- 1_,000 c�1e.1· DO · 1.nd1cat1on . • . ':--• . ·. -- . . . . :·. .·. . .. r·· :- . : . . . . .  . . . . . : · .. . of'·· t'Ne&iQ& a•enae eb.1.tte4 ··o .. I'· ._ .1,000 o;rol .. bo. 311 S o&.: \Ip 
• • • • 

:. :,.., ', •
• 

•, • • • 

• • I • 
: ' •. �;• �: • 

• 
' • • ,. • 

• 
o, • o: • 

• • • • • • 
o • 

: to. 31.8 'oa. · · 'lb.1a -- dr7, oare be111fJ tum to·· se• ·DO." 011 on the' .. : .. :· .::_: ... ·_..· . . . .. :·· .
. · . . :··-- . .. · ..... · · ·.-. . : · . :_. .: . .... . :: ._ : .

. : .. :·. . .. 
parts. 'Die pans .,." now ·oued ad tea'8cl pull : - tbeA ·back to 
�:6-�a-�--� �.-.6.�-.,� � .wi ·�=

-
�·� a

·
oa.· ntWs "1th . - . ..J. . : ·- ·.. 

. � -.. .. - -
no c-�· 'l'he··.�� �� rou°'*t 1D Cio ... · � �th tee t1rat 

.. . 
tolerancn mid .-.erage 1 •'•d the ._ ... . fl. '1'be 9Ul"pl'1a1ng tact 
otlll wu tbe little 1nf'luance lubn«SU1on had on·th• total.pull weight. 
It voUld appear there 1• hope ot harl.n;; the p&r't• aucb that an adJust­
ment could be made and h9ld !"or the lUe ot the gun. 

Bl.ectropla�e was next tried. Tbeee amplea looked very 

un1torm and h1gb hopes tor these wen mtertained, ai.nce thS.a would 

1295001709 
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1 
I. 

• 

•• • 

_ . . � .... --·�,;: - -· . : ,, - . - - - - - - - -:" - -: ... -. ... -: :"'-
. remove the crlt1oa1_.�t or ch:rom9 pl.S111g. nu.a t••� ... an uaot 

duplicate o� the reaction' 0pe1"1enoed with the .teat• on ch.re.. · plate. 
ver-r -unllora pal.la. no ohuge .ill tb.e •!•rasea aa th• ten pl"Ogl"esaed. 
'l'h.1• wu tM ru0tion trill .. reuheca' 9.6(,o OJ'Cl;,.. at � point . . - : : 

. . -� 

____ : . -. : . . -. . - --
. - . .. : - : 

tbe results auddeal.7 changed. De � ·100ked like ateel on 11teel. 
. . 

Under the,11101"09eope 1t vaa found� t�·wu Sndeed � had  

· htsppelled • . 'J!ia· nect�te had worn aj,q ud w l.ere again getting 
steel cm ··�� .. · Bo �  teati.as ·

- don.,:rith Kleotropl.&te • ,• 
. · . 

- 7' - - . . ' -'� - -- . _ _ ..,;:_ 

·. . 
. •. 
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DON'T�Y 1a-)-wR1TE 
W(fY �'-"'--r-\-'-:,,.-C-����--f-.._.'--��� DATE October 12, 1972 

I ' �� 
Subjecc __ �-�,_D_E_L_7_0_0_S_E_A_R_S___ Vl..i 

'1 � ;-- / I I \ I ; Th• sear problem on the 7�, etc • •  dis�overed on the Left Hand 
pilo test, is o e which is robably more serious than the Plane realizes. 

Apparen a material change was made without adequate testing. Present 
scars develop up tq l� trigger �Us, and although none were repor:ted, failures 
cojire could dev lop after o y 1000 to 5000 dry cycles. Failures to fire are 
extremely dange o s as a slight lite o the bolt will generally fire the rifle. Present 
sears will not pr ce adequate trigger pulls on M/ 40XB rifles as assembled. 

We have o 
quick action. Sears of the old 
working as fast as they can. T 

MHW/nl 

ear to wrought material in an attempt to get 
e being fabricated. It is possible they are 

d be checked again. 
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:·1ssuro ro 
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p t.i R C H A S E 0 R 0 E.J1---

� �(!,. 
CUN SHOP 

FIREARMS DEALER 
LICENSE NO. 74�344 

. ... _·..c. .... �L..; ....... ' - ·- � · ·  . ·. 
.. :-. :. +:: 

ORDER No. 7 476 
THla Ne. MUST ... PPCAR 0"1 
INVOICE. 9/L. ,.NO CAIC�. 

DATE 

Jan. 2-8, 1975 

MBJ'tin 
,...u....1...4........,u..__,.rms Co • 

............,,..........._.._ York # 13357 

IHl��INO DATE 

VIA . "·" . ..  , . 
Fw ,,........_.,,..,,..,.,Meil ,,.•••<• ah•""'•"t ., •• , n"f"lt , ""'' , f '•'•"t eft•t 1ht�eftt •I 111t•4• 
Acll,.••'•'r •"' •'•••• ,.,.o"'ptlr 11 vneliile to""•'(.• • ,,.,,.. ... , . • C.H1 •u"r•ct te -.,, .,,•••<hOft. n••-••"-•te"''"• �· r ,...,.,...,,to olt•••ft ceth 4ieco..,.,.t. 

OU,.NTITY . ·, Ol!:SCIU .. TIOOI 

Dear George: 

Subject: Tri 

Re our phone one 
Model 700BDL 2?/06 s just as we _r_ e_ c_ e_i.,..· v--'-e-=d---.1,..,t,....-f-=-r- om�-= c =1�o"""=B= E=-+-='= -===""..---n"=---�=-=� Be 11 & ire Blvd • ·, 
Houston. 

roducee a 

wi. occur. 

this 
several 
it 

Although this particular malfunction . 
. as most recent ones it ie cloeeiy rel e 
overall problem. Hop� it is of some he 

n 
Beet t�• regards, 

� 
Lee Freer 

co�! 
.___ __ , ., 

ON /-3/- Z!i VIAA I 

Plc��o acknoYledgo l�cc�ip� i 

1 l u 
PLAINTIFPS 

EXHIBIT 
AL� 3172 
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�\ ' 
8'111 SPAIN Bfl" .,cy f>R'(VE HOUSTO°f)[XA S 7�S� 

" , , 7·)01 6 \ \ 
� 

ISSUED TO 

PURCHASE ORDER 

Jreer 
GUN SHOP 

FIREARMS DEALER 
LICENSE NO. 74-6344 

'.,. 
Mr. George Martin.� .. 
�emington Arms Co. 

'-----t-} l · , York 13357 

&Hl,.,.INC DATE 

VIA 

ORDER No. 1411 
THIS No. MUST APPEAR ON 

INVOICE. BIL, ANO CASES. 

DATE 
Jan. 29, 1975 

f0, Pf'Ompl poym•n• ,.. •• 1 '"""o•c• tho-•"t Ort'•• "" bT' -•th b.11 ot lo,1n9 oh•' ahipment •• ... ede 

A.cli..f'owled9ir ond od"'••t swomptlr if vno�I• to MO� • "p,..•nt. 

G.ooch subt•f' to our •n•o•c.toon. n.orw1r)utoncf•.,9 ob•o•n to1h diaco""'· 

QUANTITY NU .. BEA 

Dear George: 

Subject: M/6 

ere is anot 
No.6651698, 
the owner -
have not even 
ti on. 

DESCRIPTION 

Malfunctinns 

just as we received it irom 
have · s�nothing on the gun ,  

removed i"t/frOJll' �ts stock for inspec-\ u 
Purchased last Saturday rter's Country, Houston, 
the owner fired half men ro s on the rifle range 
when he had a malfunct·6_n by , . failing to get a 
firing pin fall by pul �hg_.:U(� tni ger with the safety 
in normal "fire" posi tio' e t e removed his finger 
from the trigger and the gun dis rgee as he reached 
for the olt handle. 

The owner assures us that no one 
part of the rifle since he purch s 
produce the same malfunction a:ft s 
but we find the trigger pull$� so er 
have to. believe the owner. · Here a a =.::;.::;_;::....,,..���_..:..:.��::.+'-"f.-..i;:...::=...:=-=.-=-==--an c e of. the tri er erratic and frus 
dangerous for this reason. we wer 
one we_probably.wouDi choose to 
assembly. 

Hope this. helps to point up· the problem .. 

Owner: 
Raymond Osbon 
11703 No. Petershan 
Houston 77071 Ph 496-8312 

PLAINTIFPS 
EXHIBIT 
:n73 

/":/. ·t-- . / / .  -·t. _,.;:-(//., ,, .. -/ 

I i 

u 
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� \ . ·. 

1_j 
Les Freer Gub •Shop 
892 B Spring Mn ch Drive 
Houston, T€1X'g 77055 

I I 
Dear Les: 

j I 

March J 8, l975 

Thank you for for...vardln ! el 600, Sertal Number 6651698 and the 
Model" 7'JO, Serial Numlje• 6356761, to us for inspection of the fire control 

problems. I I 
I I 
i ;._• ----., I 0 

V..'e could duplicate both \ conditieR'S o described , following your �����----=-�������-,-��-+-+--..,.<=-,,,__---:---:-�--:-----6 e qu enc e of operations. On both gu und tMt the firing pin head was 
binding, holding lt back until l!ome • ·.vould free lt, and it would come 
fonvard. On the Model 600 we also hat the sear safety cam wae 
binding ln the housing. On fire con ms of this type, -Nben a ne·.v 
fire control assembly is installec. t of movement of the flrinq pin head 
also should be checked. 

e you to return any 
��������=--t����L.!::����....!:l��������ct�lo�n. �r/ould you 

Thank you aqain for your consideraUon. 
....-. i 

Sincerely yours, 

John P. Llnde, Manaqer 
Manual Firearms Design 
Ilion Research Division 

JPL:T 
u 

n \ • I 
AL 31984 


